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CHAPTER XLV. 

FROM THE END OP THE SACBED WAR TO THE RENEWAL 
OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN PHILIP AND THE ATHENIANS. 

State of Public Feeling at Athens. — Philip*s Policy, — Pythian 
Games. — Embassy from Philip to Athens. — Oration of De^ 
mosthenes on the Peace. — Negotiations in Peloponnesus. — 
Second Philippic. — Affairs of Thessaly. — Philip's Attempt 
on Megara. — His Invasion of Epirus. — Parties at Elis. — 
Athenian Negotiations. — Disputes with Philip. — Parties at 
Athens. — AEschines and Demosthenes. — Timarchus. — Philip* s 
Expedition to Thrace. — Diopithes. — Oration on the ChersO' 
nesus. — Third Philippic. — Athenian Embassies, — Siege of 
Selymbria. — Siege of Perinthus. — Siege of Byzantium. — 
Athenian Eapedition to Eubcea. — Philip^s Manifesto, — By^ 
zantium relieved. — Regulation of the Trierarchy, 

The state of public feeling in Athens at the close of chap. 
the Phocian war, may be easily conceived. It was a • ^"'^' 
struggle between fear and resentment. Fear of an r c. 346. 
enemy who had been irritated by a long conflict, had sute of 
become more powerful than ever, and, while his forces r^ung at 
had been brought nearer to the confines of Attica ^****""- 
than they had ever before advanced, had given a fresh 
specimen, in the political extinction of another Gre- 
cian state, of the fearful lengths to which his animo- 
sity might be carried, or to which he might even be 
led by the cool calculations of his ambitious policy. 
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xLvf' Resentment, which was so much the keener, because 
• — .— 1^ the injury that provoked it was one which afforded 
but slight ground for remonstrance, or even for com- 
plaint. One of the consequences of this state of feel- 
ing was, that the peace just concluded, though almost 
universally admitted to be necessary, became gene- 
rally odious, and its authors and promoters — the 
orators who proposed and recommended it, and the 
negotiators who brought it about — extremely unpo- 
pular.* Demosthenes, as one of the ambassadors who 
had been engaged in this business, must have shared 
the odium to which his colleagues were exposed, if he 
had not been able to separate his case from theirs, and 
if the whole tenor of his past public life had not 
exempted him from all suspicions of a leaning toward 
the Macedonian interest. But the part which he had 
hitherto taken in opposition to Philip had been so de- 
cided, and his conduct throughout the negotiation, as 
to the main points, so clearly patriotic, that the un- 
fortunate issue seemed to afford fresh proof both of 
his integrity and sagacity, and served to raise him in 
the favour and esteem of the people. 
Philip's po- Philip's policy during the ensuing period is much 
more difficult to explain. There can be no question, 
as we have already seen, that the project of an expe- 
dition against Persia had by this time been formed in 
his mind into a settled plan ; and we cannot but ask. 
Why he did not immediately proceed to execute it ? 
The only reason that can be assigned seems to be, 
that the state of affairs in Greece was not yet, in his 
judgment, ripe for such an undertaking. It may seem ' 
presumptuous for any one, with our limited means of 
information, to raise a doubt as to the sufficiency of 
the grounds which determined the measures of so 

' For this we may believe .Sschlnes, when he wyt (Ctes. p. 65. § 80.), iv rats 
fuylareus 1i<raaf alrtais ol wp4a€us ol r^r ctp^nfr itp9<r€t^ayrts : though not when 
he adds, wo\h M rmt^ d\Kmy hM^p6prtn ^tkoicfidenis fca2 Afi/Amr94fnit, 
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great a statesman and general as Philip. Yet when chap. 
we consider the extent to which his influence pre- . ^^^' . 
vailed in Peloponnesus — where, if not absolutely 
predominant, it was at least strong enough to coun- 
teract all hostile movements — and that in the north 
of Greece there was no state of any moment, except 
Athens, with which he had just made peace, that was 
not devoted to his interest, none that would be ex- 
pected actively to thwart it, we can hardly refrain 
from thinking, that it would not have been difficult 
for him, before he withdrew his forces from Phocis, 
to have procured the title which he afterwards ob- 
tained, to be conferred on him with a fair appearance 
of unanimity, and that he might afterwards have 
embarked in his enterprise without fear of a more 
formidable opposition from the enemies whom he left 
behind him, than he must have reckoned on in any 
case that it was possible to foresee. We may at least 
venture to believe that his son, if he had found him- 
self, on his accession to the throne, in just such a 
position, would not have waited for more favourable 
circumstances in the state of Greece : as we know 
that those under which he actually invaded Persia 
were by no means free from difficulty and danger. 
Either Alexander was rash — which the event seems 
to disprove — or Philip needlessly cautious. 

So to pronounce would in fact be to call his 
sagacity very little in question. His apprehensions, 
however ill-founded they may have been, would only 
prove the great weight which the name of Athens 
retained, after she had lost so much of the substance 
of power ; for it is clear that she was the only enemy 
he had in Greece, formidable enough to occasion the 
delay which cost him so many precious years. It is 
less difficult to account for the course which under 
this supposed necessity he adopted in the next period 
of his contest with her. We shall find that he did 

B 2 
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CHAP, not for a long time attempt to bring it to an issue by 
^^^' ■ a direct attack, but sought to compass his object by 



intrigues and negotiations, designed to strengthen 
his footing in her neighbourhood, and to insulate her 
more and more from the other states of Greece, or by 
blows aimed at her distant possessions, her commerce, 
and necessary supplies. His motive for preferring 
this slow and laborious process, even when he stood 
with a powerful army within a few days', or rather 
hours', march of her border, was probably not any 
scruple about breaking the peace just concluded, or 
tha difficulty of finding a decent pretext for an im- 
mediate renewal of hostilities, but a sober calculation 
of the risk he should run, if he invaded her territory, 
and laid siege to the city, of rallying the other Greeks 
around her, and of being at length compelled to retire 
with loss and dishonour. But by this winding policy 
a new and wide field was opened for the exertions of 
Demosthenes, where he was able to display his energy 
and talents in a manner the most glorious to himself, 
and the most useful to his country. For to baffle 
Philip's machinations, to keep him at a distance, and 
constantly occupied, were objects within the reach 
of the orator's activity and eloquence, and by these 
means he might postpone, and perhaps avert, the 
commencement of an undertaking, which, if suc- 
cessful, would surely prove fatal to the liberties of 
Greece, 
^lan Within a few weeks, as it seems, after the end of 

the war, two transactions occurred, which throw 
light on that state of feeling which has been de- 
scribed as prevailing at Athens, and on the growing 
influence and the political views of Demosthenes. 
The Pythian Games were celebrated under the presi- 
dency of Philip or his ambassadors, by virtue of the 
Amphictyonic decree, which conferred that honour 
on him, the Thessalians, and Boeotians, to the ex- 



PYXniAN GAMES. 

elusion of all the other Amphictyonic states J On ™V^- 
this occasion the Athenians — perhaps the most su- ' — ^ 
perstitious people of Greece, who moreover prided 
themselves on their peculiar mythical connection 
with the Delphic god^ — withheld the solemn depu- 
tation composed of members of the Five Hundred, 
and of the six archons called Thesmothetae, which 
they had been always used to send to represent them 
at the spectacle. The second transaction was this : 
an embassy was sent to Athens, consisting of Mace- 
donian, Thessalian, and Boeotian envoys, to demand 
from the Athenians a formal sanction of the decree 
by which the king of Macedon had been admitted a 
member of the Amphictyonic league. 

So imperfect is our acquaintance both with the 
history of this period, and with many public usages 
of the Greeks which were universally notorious, that 
we are not sure whether these two occurrences took 
place in the order in which they have just been re- 
lated: for we know neither the exact date of the 
embassy, nor the precise time of the year at which 
the Pythian Games were held.® It is however at 

> Bnieckner (Philtpp. p. 195. q. 84.) coi^ectures that the presidency may have 
been exercised liy the Amphictyonic states in rotation, and that this may account 
for the statement of Diodonis (xvi. 60.) about the Corinthians, which perplexed 
Wesaeliug so much, and on which I have offered a guess. Vol. V. p. 477. Brueck- 
ner's would hardly explain the language of Diodonis, who evidently meant to speak 
in each case of a permanent institution. But it agrees extremely well with the 
passages of Demosthenes in which Philip is mentioned as if he had been the sole 
iywro94rnSt which he would have been in his turn. It is difficult to say where 
Vogel (Philippus, p. 153.) found authority for his assertion, that the presidency 
had been previously exercised by the Athenians. 

■ Thv *Aw6xXt0 rhv Tlidtop, is •Kvrp^6s i<m t§ vJXct. Demosth. de Cor. § 1 80. 
See a little tract by Baehr, De ApnlUne Patricio, 

' It may, however, now be considered as certain that the Games were celebrated 
in the first quarter, or at any rate not later than the fourth month of the Attic 
year. Among the writers who have come to this conclusion, each of the first four 
months has found its advocates. Dr. Arnold (Thuc. vol. ii. A pp.) is in favour of 
the first, Uecatombaeon ; Mr. Clinton (F. H. ii. App. C. i.) of the second or third, 
Metageitnion or Boedromion (not, as is incorrectly stated by K. F. Hermann, Lehr^ 
hmeh der goUeidieiuUiehen AUerthuemer, §49. n. 12. I^ranepsion) ; Bohnecke 
(Forsch. I. p. 310. ) fixes on Metageitnion ; K. F. Hermann (u. s. ) on Boedromion ; 
Kleiie (in Zimmermann*s Zeitschrift, 1842, p. 1128.) on Pyanepsion. Bohnecke 
has three arguments for his opinion, two of them, however, applicable only to the 
in general; one grounded on the ripe apples, which were (not exactly as 
B 3 
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^xly' ^^^^* *^^ ™^^* probable conjecture, that the omission 
— r-^ of the Athenians to send their envoys to the Games, 
was the very occasion which gave rise to the em- 
bassy^ : and it must be owned, that this affair is one 

Dr. Arnold says, offered to Apollo) given as a prlie in the Games. This is his 
Jirmi»»imum argwnentum / and, indeed, the others are less convincing. The second 
rests on the date assigned hy Dionysius (ad Amm. c. 12.) for the pleadings in 
the cause of the Crown (^8^ ivtavr^ firrii rV ^'' Xaupwrtlq, tidxtp) ; but all 
the force of this argument seems to be destroyed by the admission, that the eighth 
year may have been either current or complete. The third argument is derived 
ftrom the probability that the ^tollan month Panamus, which corresponded to tht 
Delphic month Bucatius, also — like the other Greek months of that name — an- 
swered to the Attic Metageitnion. How late the Games may be placed in the Attic 
year will depend partly on the time which must be allowed for the news of the 
death of Darius to have reached Athens, and partly on the interpretation of Thu- 
cydides, v. I., rod 8* iiriyiyyofi4rov dipovs ol fxkp iyiaCffioi <nrov8al 8icA Avkto /Uxpi 
TlvtfiW. As to the construction of this passage, I entirely agree with Dr. Arnold^ 
that it marks the period preceding Cleon's expedition to AmphipoHs. It is not at 
all necessary for this interpretation, as Mr. Clinton in reply to Arnold seems to 
suppose, that Bit\4\vyTo should be rendered were continued, and certainly nothing 
was farther from Arnold's meaning. He saw that here, as in the passages cited by 
Golier, 1.71., (fi^xp^ roDSc i>pla6w Ifi&p ri fifxxBvrris; and in. 108. ^/lixv ^«Ac^« 
Ictff 6^9t) 9iar9\4<raaat, or something equivalent, must be supplied. Accordhig to 
this view, it is necessary to place the Games early in the year, in order to allow 
sufficient time for the campaign which followed it. On the opposite supposition, 
that Tbucydides meant to say that hostilities were carried on until the season of 
the Pythian Games it is hardly possible, consistently with the narrative of Tbucy- 
dides, to place the Games earlier than Pyanepsion. And so Kiene (u. a ) was led — 
very rightly on his premises — to fix them in that month. Both Hecatombcron 
and Metageitnion are too early on that hypothesis. But with reference to the 
other condition, the death of Darius, Pyanepsion appears to me too late. Kiene 
observes that two months is the utmost time that can be allowed for the news of 
this event reaching Athens; and he supposes that it may have happened toward 
the end of Hecatombceon, and the oration on the Crown have been delivered toward 
the end of Boedromion. But to me it seems hardly credible that the transmission 
of such intelligence can have occupied so long a time as two months. Bohnecke 
too (p. 317.) thinks a month sufficient. On that which I regard as the true con- 
struction of Thucydidcs, the Games cannot be made to fall later than Metageitnion ; 
and between this and Hecatombson, Bohnecke*s argument from the JEtolian Pa- 
namus may, perhaps, be permitted to turn the scale in favour of the second month. 
Brueckner (Philipp. p. 201. n. 106.) rightly remarks, that the manner in which 
Demosthenes (De Pace, § 22.) alludes to Pbilip^s celebration of the Games, strongly 
suggests the impression that it had already taken place. Perhaps we may add that 
the same supposition affords the most natural explanation of the feet, that Thes« 
salian and Theban (called Boeotian) ministers accompanied those of Macedonia in 
the embassy. 

» Brueckner (Philipp. p. 198.) conceives that the occa<iionof the embassy was, 
that the Athenians, according to Demosthenes (F. L. p. 381. § 145.), had revised 
to take any part in the Amphictyonic assembly. But I doubt whether the ex- 
pression of Demosthenes, fifirt rvv 4v ^Afupucr^oa-i Kowwvtlv ieiKtw, refers to any 
thing more specific than the absence of their Theoria firom the Games ; especially 
as iBschines, in three passages, to which Brueckner himself refers, p. 197. (F. L. 
p. 40. § 100., p. 46. § 146., p. 47. § 149.) speaks of his third embassy as sent to 
the Amphictyons — M rohs ^AfupucrvopoSt M rh Kowhy roi>y *AfjuptKTtf6i'wy — and 
even describes his colleagues (p. 46. § 147.) as roht ^AfJupucriofCLs wp4<r€tif. 
But at all events Flathe commits a palpable mistake, into which he was probably 
drawn by Demosthenes (De F. L. § 140, 141.), who hoi^ever does not warrant such 
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of the examples which tend to confirm the opinion c^^^- 
that the Games were celebrated either in summer, ' — ^^ 
or autumn ; since it seems most likely that this de- 
parture of the Athenians from their ancient custom 
was the first intimation they had given of their 
disposition to reject the acts of the Amphictyonic 
council, partial and violent 93 its proceedings had 
been. 

It was evidently necessary to come to a common Embassy 
understanding on this point as soon as possible, and to^Athcns. 
therefore there is no need to suppose that Philip had 
any further views in this embassy ; yet it is probable 
enough that he would not have been displeased, if the 
Athenians had resisted his demand, and had thus 
embroiled themselves in a fresh quarrel with their 
northern neighbours, and had afforded a pretext for 
treating them as contumacious off*enders against the 
majesty of the Amphictyonic council. It was well 
understood at Athens, that the question imported no- 
thing less than peace or war. Yet so strong was the 
indignation felt against Philip, that not only were 
opinions divided in the assembly, but the general 
sentiment appears to have been in favour of a direct 
refusal. Indeed, if we may believe Demosthenes^, the 
only speaker who ventured to support Philip's claim 
was uEschines, and he could hardly obtain a hearing, 
and descended from the bema amidst a tumult of op- 
probrious clamour : but he was overheard remarking 
to the Macedonian ambassadors, that there were many 
voices to brawl, but few hands to fight. ^ On the 
other hand there were orators who represented the 

an Inference, when (i. p. 210.) be represents the embassy which gave occasion to 
the oration, De Pace, as preceding that of the Athenians, in which iElschines inter- 
ceded, according to Ills own account (De F. L. § 149.), in behalf of the Phocians. 
It seems clear that their fate had been decided when Demosthenes made his 
speech. 

' De F. L, § 123. frurciirc il&vos r&y iy rf v^Aci irdmmy iofdpAwmtf, 

' voAAofo roi)f tfopvfourraf •htu, 6\iyovf 9k roOr trrparfvofiipovs, 

B 4 
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required concession as a disgrace, to which the people 
ought never to submit on any terms : and it seems that 
this language was received with applause. Demo- 
sthenes himself concurred with JEschines in his prac- 
tical conclusion, though, it must be supposed, on 
widely different grounds. His ovm we know from 
his oration. On the Peace^ which he delivered on this 
occasion.^ In this speech we find him assuming a 
tone of authority and confidence which we do not 
observe in any that preceded it. He appeals to the 
proofs of foresight and penetration which he had given 
in the affair of the Euboean Plutarchus, in the debates 
which led to the opening of the negotiation with 
Philip, and in his warnings against the delusion which 
had been practised on the people, when they were 
made to believe that the war would be terminated 
according to their Avishes : claiming however no higher 
merit, than that his judgment had never been biassed 
by corrupt motives. As to the subject then under 
discussion, he premised, that, if he recommended the 
maintenance of the peace, it was not because he thought 
it advantageous or honourable: but it might some- 
times be ill to undo what it would have been better 



* The assertion quoted in the last note, compared with the oration. On the 
Peace, raises a difficulty which has perplexed critics fh>m the time of Libanius, 
who thought it impossible that the speech could have been delivered, since its in- 
consistency with the charge against iBschines would have been too glaring. 
Later writers seem to have been generally inclined to believe, that the contradic- 
tion is only an apparent one : but the solutions they propose are various. There 
are probably many more than I know of; but none that I have seen satisfy me. 
Downes, for instance {Dunaui ad Demosth. de Pace, p. 112. ed. Beck. Lips. 1799) 
observes that there Is a wide difference between supporting a measure, after it has 
been carried and first proposing it, as iBschines perhaps {ut Ule fortoMte I) loA, 
done. Jacobs (Demosthenes, Staatsfedent p. 241.) imagines that though Demo- 
sthenes menti<ms no other oluect of the embassy than the demand about Philip, 
the envoys may have nuuie other claims which were advocated by .Sschines. 
For, he ai>ks, though .£schines had been imposed upon by Philip, why should this 
have prevented him from maintaining the expediency of recognising Philip as an Am- 
phictyon ? It must be owned ihat this would depend entirely on the manner in 
which the thing was done. Demosthenes certainly did not adopt the arguments 
of Philip's envoys, as, if we believe his account, ^schines probably did. But it is 
hard to conceive, that he would have described the business of the embassy by a 
refierence to any other sul^ect than that on which JEschines spoke so as to ofltend 
his audience. 
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not to have done. If ever they renewed the war, they ^^^^• 
should take care that it was not on an occasion like ' — ^^ 
this, which would unite other Greek states in a com- 
mon interest with Philip against them. To stand out 
against the decree of the assembly, which had usurped 
the title of an Amphictyonic council, would be to 
challenge the hostility of all who were parties to it ; 
especially as the Thessalians and Thebans were already 
exasperated by the shelter which Athens had afforded 
to the Phocian and Boeotian exiles. Were they then, 
it might be asked, through fear of war, to submit to 
commands ? They must remember that they had 
made much more important sacrifices for the sake of 
peace with particular states; and that it would be 
strangely absurd to go to war now with a whole con- 
federacy about the shadow at Delphi. This simple 
and statesmanlike view of the question appears to 
have enlightened and calmed the public mind: the 
assembly decided for peace. 

The scanty notices remaining of the history of this 
period, being chiefly rhetorical allusions — which are 
often extremely vague, and were seldom meant to 
convey the simple truth — do not permit us to follow 
Philip's movements step by step. We perceive how- 
ever very clearly, that he was constantly endeavour- 
ing to extend his power and influence, either by 
arms or negotiation, on every side of his dominions. 
We hear of expeditions or intrigues directed toward 
the north, and the south, the east, and the west: 
and though their immediate objects were apparently 
widely remote from each other, they seem all to have 
tended toward one end: that of weakening and 
curbing Athens, which, if these projects had suc- 
ceeded, would at length have found herself com- 
pletely inclosed in the toils, before she had received 
a wound. It is probable that Philip's eye embraced 
all these points at one view, and that he was con- 
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CHAP, tinually prosecuting his designs in opposite quarters, 
though we happen to find them mentioned only in 
succession. It is to Peloponnesus that our attention 
is first directed, as the scene of a diplomatic contest, 
which portended a fiercer struggle. Here Philip 
had succeeded, almost without an effort, to the sway 
which Thebes had won through the victories of 
Epaminondas. For Sparta, weakened as she was, 
was still an object of jealousy to her neighbours, 
whose independence she viewed with a malignant 
eye ; and since Thebes, having in her turn sunk 
from the height of her power, was no longer able 
to afford protection to her Peloponnesian allies, they 
naturally transferred their confidence to the king 
of Macedonia, on whose aid even Thebes had been 
forced to cast herself. We are not informed of any 
new occasion of hostilities that arose between them 
and Sparta immediately after the close of the Phocian 
war. Yet it appears that they found, or thought them- 
selves in danger, so as to be led to cultivate Philip's 
friendship. He espoused their cause without reserve, 
declared himself the protector of Messenia, and called 
upon the Spartans to renounce their claims upon her; 
and when his demand was rejected — as it seems to 
have been in a somewhat contemptuous tone* — both 
supplied his allies with troops and money, and an- 
nounced his intention of leading a much larger force 
into Peloponnesus in person. ^ It may easily be sup- 
posed, that these favours and promises rendered him 
highly popular throughout the confederacy of which 
Messene, Megalopolis, and Argos were the leading 
members, and that he was extolled as the friend of 

> That is to say, if there is any foundation for the anecdotes related by Plutarch 
(DeOamil. p. 511. A.): for this should be the occasion to which the second 
belongs. Philip is there made to write to the Spartans, AiC I invadM Laconia I 
will defray you. {At ifiSd\Xu cir r^y Aonrwriid^y it^arrdrovs 6fuu irmi^M.) The 
laconic answer was, AUa, An* if, 

• PhiWpp. U. §15—17. 
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liberty, the champion of the opprest. Demosthenes c^^^- 
himself, in a speech delivered about three years after ' — r^ 
the end of the war^, mentions, with indignation, that 
many of the Arcadian commonwealths had decreed 
brazen statues and crowns in honour of Philip, and 
had resolved, if he should enter Peloponnesus, to ad- 
mit him into their towns : and that the Argives had 
followed their example. 

These proceedings, of course, soon became known B.c.345. 
at Athens, and excited no little anxiety there. An f^^^ 
embassy was sent into Peloponnesus, with Demo- Prfopon- 
sthenes at its head, to counteract the progress of the 
Macedonian influence. He went to Messene, and, it 
seems, to Argos : perhaps to several other cities. In 
one of his extant speeches he has given a specimen of 
the manner in which he endeavoured to rouse the 
jealousy of the Peloponnesians against Philip. He 
referred to Philip's conduct in the case of Olynthus, 
as a proof that no reliance could safely be placed on 
his professions, or even his acts of friendship, which 
were all meant to inveigle those who trusted to them 
into bondage or ruin. Whether he appealed to the 
example of the Thessalians for the same purpose, must 
remain doubtful : since the principal fact, which he 
represents himself to have stated concerning them, 
certainly occurred later. But it appears that he dwelt 
much on the bad faith which Philip had shown in his 
dealings with Athens, either in his promises about 
Amphipolis, or in those by which he had deceived the 
people through their ambassadors in the negotiation 
for peace. The natural and necessary hostility be- 
tween a monarch — whether king or tyrant — and all 
free and legal governments, was also a topic by which 
the orator strove to alarm republican prejudices. But 
though he affirms that he was heard with applause, 

De F. L. $ 296. 
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CHAP. ijQ admits that his warnings had produced no practical 
« — *r^ effect, and that Philip continued after, as before, to 
enjoy the confidence of his Peloponnesian allies : and 
some embassies, which were afterwards sent with 
the same view, were attended with no better result, 
Philip did not let these attempts pass unnoticed. 
Even if he did not deem it necessary for his honour 
to repel the charge of perfidy which had been so 
publicly brought against him, he may have thought 
it a favourable opportunity for displaying and thereby 
strengthening his connection with Peloponnesus. He 
sent an embassy to Athens, which seems to have been 
headed by Python, whose eloquence could sustain a 
comparison with that of Demosthenes himself^: and 
it was no doubt at Philip's instigation that his envoys 
were accompanied by those of Messene and Argos. 
The Macedonians were instructed to expostulate on 
the groundless accusations which had been brought 
against their king, and formally to deny that he had 
ever broken his word to the Athenians : the Pelopon- 
nesians were to complain of the countenance which 
Athens had given to the attempts of Sparta against 
their liberty. 
B. c. 344. This embassy gave occasion to the second Philippic 
pwiTtic. ^^ Demosthenes, which seems to have been the speech 
with which he prefaced a motion for the answer which 
he proposed to give to the ambassadors. It is possible 
that more than one assembly was held on the business 
— one perhaps to consider each subject — and that on 
one of these occasions Python vindicated his master's 
conduct in a speech which Demosthenes afterwards 
describes as bold and vehement, though he himself 
met it with a reply which extorted tokens of appro- 
bation even from the ministers of Philip's allies.^ 

> Diodorus, ztL 85. * De Cor. § 173. 
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But this was evidently not the occasion of the second ^^• 
Philippic. * That is addressed to the people, not in ' — r^ 
reply to the foreigners, but to the Macedonian, Phi- 
lippising faction at home, and more particularly to 
JEschines, who, it seems, had recently taken Philip's 
part, and had supported Python's arguments with his 
testimony. Its main object is to excite the suspicion 
and resentment of the Athenians, on the one hand 
against Philip, and on the other against the orators 
who had served as his instruments to overreach them. 
He contends that the motive which had induced 
Philip to prefer the interest of Thebes to that of 
Athens at the end of the war, was not the presence of 
a force which restrained him, still less any regard to 
justice — for he who maintained the independence of 
Messenia against Sparta could not consistently aid the 
Thebans in reducing the other Boeotian towns to sub- 
jection — it was, that he expected the one state, if its 
own interests were but secured, would be readily sub- 
servient to his designs against the liberties of Greece, 
while he knew that no prospect of selfish advantage 
would ever bribe Athens to resign her glorious in- 
heritance, the foremost post of resistance to foreign 
attacks on the national independence. There were 
rumours afloat of a breach between Thebes and Philip, 
and that he intended to restore the fortifications of 
Elatea : but it was not likely, when he adopted their 
quarrel with Sparta as his own, that he should thwart 
their views nearer home. All this however is but 
subordinate and introductory to the concluding pas- 
sage, in which the orator reminds his hearers of the 
disappointment they had suffered, and points their 

* WInlewBki (p. 140.) is of a difTerent opinion: Ipta fortaue hae oratiotu 
adv. PhU, II. refuUu$e Pythonem DemoMthenei videaiur. But Bohnecke justly 
olncrves (i. p. 298.)* that the reply which Demosthenes hoasts of, roust have been 
made on the spur of the moment This indeed appears clear fh>m the orator's 
language (De Cor. | 173.), 'E7ci> n^r r^ UvOotPi 0pa(rvyofA4v^ kqH voAA^ ^^oiti 
Kaff biA&p ovK tl^a ov8* ^wtx^^Ft^^* ^^' iyaarits &KTciiror. 
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indignation against its authors. He does not name 
either Philocrates or ^schines; but alludes, in a 
manner which could not be mistaken, to the ribaldry 
with which the one had silenced his warnings, and to 
the solemn assurances, or dexterous insinuations, by 
which the other had quieted the people's apprehen- 
sions. " The men who had thus involved the state 
in its present embarrassment, ought," he says, " to be 
charged with the task of defending its conduct against 
those who questioned it. But at least it was fit that 
the language by which they had caused so much mis- 
chief, which was not yet ended, should not be for- 
gotten." It is to be regretted, that the proposed 
reply has not been preserved : it probably contained 
a manifesto which would have thrown some light on 
the history of this period. The tone of the speech 
leads us to suppose that it made no material conces- 
sion ; there is rather, as we shall see, reason to be^ 
lievc that it advanced some new claims ; yet it so far 
satisfied Philip and his allies, as to avoid an open 
rupture. 

Philip indeed may at this juncture have been the 
more easily satisfied, because he was engaged in an 
expedition against the Illyrians, for which we hear of 
no motive, save the inveterate enmity between the two 
nations. His invasion of Illyria, however provoked 
or coloured, seems to have been completely successful, 
though not attended with any very important result : 
he ravaged the country, made himself master of several 
towns, and returned laden with booty, (b. c. 344.)^ 
Aijwri^of It appears to have been not long after that a fresh 
occasion arose to call for his presence in Thessaly. 
We gather from the statements of Demosthenes and 
Diodorus ^, that either the family of the tyrants, or 
the party which supported them in Phene, had re- 

Dlodar. zvl. 69. * U. s. Demotth. Phillpp. Ul. $ 17. 
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covered their power there, and perhaps in other towns, chap. 
and that Philip once more marched to dislodge them. - ^ ' * 
This he seems to have effected with as much ease as 
at any former time : but he also found the circum- 
stances of the country more favourable than they had 
ever been before for a new settlement of its affairs, 
which was calculated to render it more thoroughly 
subservient to his interests, and indeed reduced it 
nearly to a Macedonian province. 

It was probably not long after the end of the 
Phocian war, that he fulfilled the promise which he 
had made during his contest with Olynthus, of eva- 
cuating Magnesia.* There was indeed no further 
pretext left for delay: yet this step may not have 
been purely voluntary; and it may have been by 
some signs of impatience appearing among the Thes- 
salians, that he was induced to gratify them by a boon 
which seemed more spontaneous, the cession of Nicaea, 
one of the frontier towns near Thermopylaa, which 
had been surrendered to him by Phalaecus. We find 
an intimation, which probably rests on good autho- 
rity^, that the Thebans had hoped to be put in pos- 
session of this place; and their disappointment in 
this affair was perhaps one of the first causes that 
alienated them from Philip. But though he granted 
it nominally to the Thessalians, it seems that he con- 
tinued to occupy it with a Macedonian garrison.* 
The great families in the north of Thessaly, who had 
been his most active partizans, cannot have wished to 
sacrifice their country's independence more than was 
necessary to purchase their own security: and if, 
after the subjugation of Phocis, they had not been 
threatened with any fresh danger, they might have 
begun to resist the foreign ascendancy to which they 

> See Vol. V. p. 401. 

* Though In an oration which is justly suspected : Ad FhUippi Epist § ft. 

' Deroosth. ad Epist u. s. 
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CHAP, had 80 long submitted. But the revolution at Phewe 
I y f forced them again to seek aid from Philip, and af- 
forded him means of establishing his sway on a firmer 
basis. After the expulsion of the tyrant dynasty, he 
did not, as before, leave the place open to new at- 
tempts of the same kind, but garrisoned the citadel 
with his own troops.* This measure was probably 
very unwelcome to those of the Aleuads, who were 
clear-sighted enough to perceive that it implied the 
permanent subjection of Thessaly: and it was fol- 
lowed by another, which seems not to have been car- 
ried without strong opposition, nor without the help 
of corruption and intrigues. Yet it was one which 
must have worn a popular aspect ; for it was profes- 
sedly a restoration of an ancient order of things, 
which was ascribed to Aleuas, the celebrated prince, 
from whom the house of the Aleuads derived its name. 
The division of the country into four districts, each 
of Avhich was called a tetras^y subsisted indeed still, 
but rather as a geographical, than a political, arrange- 
ment. Philip revived the distinction of the tetj^a- 
darchies. How far he endeavoured to restore the old 
institutions connected with them, cannot be ascer- 
tained : but the principal object which he had in view 
seems to be disclosed in a statement of Theopompus, 
which informs us that he placed some of the chiefs of 
the Aleuad faction — of course his most devoted ad- 
herents — at the head of the four governments.® 
Three of these persons may be named with tolerable 
certainty: Eudicus, Simus'*, and Thrasydaeus. The 
first two are branded by Demosthenes as traitors to 
their country ; and this seems to have been the main 

' Hegesippus De Haloneso, § 33. 

' Hellanicus Harpocrat Trrpapxlcu 3 Harpocr. u. s. 

* Siraus, being coupled by Demosthenes with Eudicus, was probably as well 
rewarded. As to Eudicus and Thrasydieus there Is express testimony of Harpocr. 
EtfSiicot ; and of Tbeoporopas in Atheneus (vi. c. 55.), where Thrasydeiis is said to 
have been appointed rw' d/xotOvuif rd^oMvot, 
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work for which, if the charge is well founded, they ^^^• 
sold their services to Philip. There is an anecdote ^ ' l ' 
in Polyaenus\ that, during his stay at Larissa, he 
attempted, under pretence of sickness, to draw the 
Aleuads to the house where he lodged, that he might 
make himself master of their persons: but that, 
having received timely notice of his designs, they 
avoided the snare. The story may belong to this 
period, and would accord very well with the other 
intimations which we meet with of the state of things 
at this time in Thessaly. The final result is described 
by Demosthenes, perhaps with no great exaggeration, 
as the total subjection of the land to Philip, whom 
it supplied both with excellent troops, and it seems 
also with a considerable addition to his revenues; 
for, beside the harbour duties and customs which 
had been formerly granted to him*, and which he no 
doubt retained, we find that he took possession of the 
tribute which Larissa had received, ever since the 
conquest, from her subject Parrhaebian cantons.* 

It seems to have been while he was still occupied b. c. 343. 
with the aflfairs of Thessaly, or at least before he ^*mp*«»*- 

* tempt on 

withdrew from the country, that he made an attempt Megara. 
in another quarter, which, if it had succeeded, would 
have brought him nearer by a great step to one of his 
principal objects. Megara was at this time, as it had 
probably never ceased to be, divided between rival 
factions, which however seem not to have been so 
turbulent as to prevent it from enjoying a high degree 
of prosperity*, and there are indications that its form 

' rv. 2. n. But there is no reason for fupposlng with Buttnumn (Mytho- 
logiu, n. p. 288.) that the Aleuads here mentioned were Eudicus and Simus. If 
so, at least, they would not afterwards have been entrusted — as Buttman himself 
sUtes— with authority by Philip. 

* Demoflth. Olynth. l § 23. 

* Strabo, ix. p. 440. 

* Isocrates, de Pace, § 143. Mtyapus . . . fifylirrovs oUws rQv 'EW^ymw 
Wmnfrrcu* ac. r. A. Ct Demosthenes, Aristocr. § 256. 

VOL. VI. C 



18 mSTOUY OF GREECE. 

CHAP, of government was not unhappily tempered.^ The 
y y * old animosity against Athens had perhaps now in a 
great measure subsided: Philip indeed had his ad- 
herents ; but there was a strong party which opposed 
them, and which looked to Athens for protection. 
The contending interests however seem not to have 
been exactly those of democracy, and aristocracy, or 
oligarchy : Philip's leading partizans appear to have 
been some of the most powerful citizens, who hoped 
with his aid to rise to sovereign power, which they 
would have been content to hold under him. Ptoeodo- 
rus, the foremost man in Megara, in birth, wealth, and 
reputation, was, according to Demosthenes^, at the 
head of a conspiracy for the purpose of placing the 
city in Philip's hands, and had opened a correspond- 
ence with him, in which he employed another 
Megarian, Perilaus, as his agent. Perilaus was 
brought to trial for his unauthorised dealings with a 
foreign court, but was acquitted through the influence 
of Ptoeodorus, who sent hun again to obtain a body of 
Macedonian troops, while he himself staid to prepare 
for their reception at Megara. The plot appears to 
have been baflSed by some unusually vigorous mea- 
sures of the Athenians. It is difficult to determine 
whether an expedition which they made about this 
time to their frontier on the side of Drymus and 
Panactus^ was connected with these movements at 
Megara^; and equally uncertain, though perhaps 

' There was a Council of Three Hundred, which possessed judicial authorit}*. 
Demosth. de F. L. § 327. 

» De F. L. § 337. ' 

» Dem. F. L. § 374. 

* This is Winiewski's conjecture, p. 147. But the language of Demosthenes, 
iTfpl Apvfiov Kol r^s irphs Uaydtcrtf x^P^* would rather incline one to suppose that 
the expedition was sent to resist some aggressions of the Thebans on the debatcable 
fh)ntier. Both Winiewski (p. 146. ) and Voemel (in Orat. de Ualonneso, p. 46. ), — 
who al.so believes that these forces were sent to oppose the passage of Philip*s troops 
to Megara — conceive that this Drymus lajr on the confines, not of Attica and 
Bccotia, like Panactus, but of Thocis and Doris. Their only reason for thia 
opinion seems to be the accent. Apiftos is mentioned by Herod, viii. 33. as a 
Phocian town on the Cephisus. Whether a town of that name existed there in 
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more probable, that it was on this occasion Phocion ^^^• 
was sent, at the request of their Megarian partizans, < , ' ^ 
to guard the city. Though he could not secure it 
from treachery within, he took the most effectual 
precautions against a surprise from Avithout: he 
fortified Nicsea, and again annexed it to the city by 
two long Avails. However this may be, the attempt 
of PtcBodorus failed, and Philip's hopes in this quarter 
were for the time frustrated. 

The objVct for which he desired to obtain possession h*« *n^ 
of Megara was undoubtedly not merely to gain a Epirua. 
position which would enable him to annoy Athens, 
but also, and perhaps principally, to open a communi- 
cation with Peloponnesus. Having been defeated on 
this side, he turned his attention to another, where he 
saw a prospect of accomplishing this and several other 
important purposes at once. Alexander, the brother 
of his queen Olympias, was, it seems, already at this 
time (b.c. 343), in possession of a part of Epirus, 
where his uncle Arymbas, or Arybas, reigned over 
the rest of the dominions which they inherited from 
their common ancestor, Alcetas, the father of this 
Arybas, and of Neoptolemus, the father of Alexander 
and Olympias.* But the district of Cassopia^ which 
contained three half Greek cities, said to have been 
founded at a very early period by Elean colonists, 
Bucheta, Pandosia, and Elatea*, did not acknowledge 

the time of Demosthenes, is doubtfUI. The place seems then to have been called 
AfWfiai€u Paus. x. 3. 2. But Harpocration has Apvfths, 'wSkts fiera^v Boimrias koX 
T^r *ATTtic^f. Aiifu>ir04vris h r^ irtpl rris irapa'^pta8tlas. Even independently of 
this authority, it seems hard to believe that Demosthenes would have coupled the 
name of a place in Phocis with that of one on the Attic frontier, as Win. and 
Voem. suppose him to have done. 

' See a note of Bongarsius on Justin, xvii. 3. 9. Justin (viii. 6.) relates that 
Philip expelled Arybas from his kingdom, and bestowed it on Alexander. This it 
probably a mistake, and there appears to be no reason for questioning — with 
Winiewski, p. 1 56. — the accuracy of Diodonus who states (xvi. 72. ) that Arymbas, 
king of the Molosslans, died Ol. cxx. 3. (a year after Philip's expedition to Epirus), 
and was succeeded by Alexander. 

* So this name was written by Theopompus (Uarpocratio, *EXdrtia), It is at 
least convenient thus to distinguish it from the Phocian Elatea. Strabo (vu. 
p. 324. ) adds Bcrr(a to the number of the Cassopian towns. 

C 2 
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Alexander's authority, and he had perhaps sought 
Philip's aid to reduce it to subjection. This at least 
was, it appears, the main avowed object of an expe- 
dition which Philip made from Thessaly into Epirus. 
He ravaged the Cassopian territory, took the three 
towns, and gave them up to his kinsman.^ But his 
own views stretched much farther. He found a pre- 
text — whether in succours given by the Arabracians 
to the Cassopian towns, or in some other provocation, 
we know not — for marching against Ambracia. The 
possession of this place would have opened the way 
for him into Acarnania and iEtolia, for he had entered 
into negotiation with the iEtolians, and had won 
them over by an engagement ratified with an oath to 
aid them in wresting Naupactus from the Achseans* ; 
he might thus have been enabled to cross over to the 
western side of Peloponnesus at his pleasure : and 
there the troubled state of Elis at this time aflfbrded 
an excellent pretext for his intervention. 
Parties at The oligarchical party in Elis had, as we have 
seen^, maintained its ascendancy, notwithstanding the 
efforts of its adversaries, in the struggle which took 
•place not long before the battle of Mantinea. We do 
not hear of any subsequent revolution which restored 
the exiled faction before the time at which we have 
now arrived ; but it seems that here, as elsewhere, the 
contest of parties had changed its character since the 
power of Macedonia had risen to its new height. At 
Elis also Philip had gained partizans, several of whom 
pehaps cherished hopes similar to those which appear 
to have animated his adherents at Megara. The 

' Orat de Holonneso, § 33. 

* Philipp. UL § 44. Obie 'Axoiwr No^roiCToy dfuifioKfy AlrotKots vapaM<r«ir ; 
so Strabo, xi. p. 427. Hcri 8i vvv AitmAwk, ♦lAimrov «-po4rjcpli«rroT— probably 
after the battle of Chsroiuea. The Acbseans had — we know not exactly how 
long before — acquired It flnom the Locrians, to whom it had been restored after 
the battle of ^gospotamot. Paus. x. 38. 10. The Achsean occupation was only 
for a short time interrupted by Epaminondas. Diodor. xt. See Boeckh, C. J. 
I. p. 867. 

• Vol. V. p. 185. 
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struggle henceforth was not so much between oligarchy ^^^• 
and democracy, as between Philip's party and those < , > 
who were jealous both of it and of him. Hence it is 
probable many citizens had been forced into exile, 
who did not belong to the democratical party, while 
the government at home fell into fewer hands. After 
the death of Phalajcus in Crete, a body of his merce- 
naries were brought over to Peloponnesus by the 
Elean refugees, to make war on the oligarchical rulers. 
And they would perhaps have been the stronger side, 
if the democratical Arcadians, who only saw in them 
Philip's enemies, had not thrown their weight into the 
opposite scale. A battle was fought, in which the 
exiles were defeated, with great slaughter of the mer- 
cenaries, 4000 of Avhom were taken and distributed 
between the allies. The Arcadians sold their prison- 
ers : the Eleans, more irritated as they had more to 
fear, massacred theirs in cold blood, under the pre- 
tence of punishing them for sacrilege.* 

Notwithstanding this event, which established Athenun 
Philip's predominance at Elis, affairs still continued aUonJ 
so unsettled there — perhaps through the growing 
ambition of his principal partizans — as to afford an 
additional occasion for his presence in Peloponnesus. 
From this motive chiefly he coveted the acquisition of 
Ambracia, and of Leucas, which he likewise hoped to 
gain either by arms or intrigues. It is probable that 
liis expectations were, in a great measure, grounded 
on the support of a faction devoted to his interests 
in both places. They were however disappointed, 
through the energy which now displayed itself in the 
counsels of Athens. An embassy, in which a prin- 
cipal part was borne by Demosthenes, who mentions 
Polyeuctus, Hegesippus, Clitomachus, and Lycurgus, 
as his colleagues, was sent both into Peloponnesus 

> Diodorus, XVI. 63. 
8 
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XLV** ®^^ Acamania.* They Avcre aided in their negotia- 
' — r—f tions by Callias the Euboean, Avhose motives will be 
explained hereafter. Their aim was to fonn a league 
to repel Pliilip's encroachments ; and they brought 
back large promises of contributions, both in men and 
money, from some of the Peloponnesian states, from 
Megara, and Acarnania. As to Megara, this was a 
natural consequence of the turn which events had 
lately taken there. In Peloponnesus these assurances 
of support came chiefly, if not exclusively, from the 
Achaeans, who were doubtless alarmed by the prospect 
of losing Naupactus. In Acarnania, jealousy of the 
yEtolians, and fear of Philip, probably combined to 
dispose the whole people to enter heartily into the 
proposed alliance ; and to encourage them, a body of 
troops was sent from Athens, chiefly perhaps for the 
defence of Ambracia, or to secure it against domestic 
treachery.^ We do not know whether it was for the 
sake of a diversion that another Athenian force, under 
the command of Aristodemus, marched as it seems, 
about the same time, into Thessaly, and made an at- 
tempt on Magnesia, which was strongly censured by 
the orators of the Macedonian party, as an infraction 
of the treaty with Philip. Aristodemus however, 
though apparently unsuccessful in this enterprise, was 
honoured on his return -with a crown, on the motion 
of Demosthenes.* He might have deserved it, if his 

* Pbilipp. III. § 85., where 'NVinicwski (p. 172.) would substitute *AKapvaWav for 
Korrfyoplai. But the present text seems sufflciently defended by a passage in 
Demosthenes de Cherson. § 37. rl oZv vpt<r6evta0t irol Karriyopf^rt; though 
the embassy to Acarnania is attested by .£!ich. in Ctes. § 97. 

' This foct, which is mentioned incidentally by Demosth. in Olympiodor. 
§ 27. was, I believe, first noticed in connection with Philip's expedition by 
Winiewskl, p. 157. The date (of the archon Pythodotus) is fortunately known 
from the context. 

» iEschines in Ctes. § 83. This is Winiewski's opinion (p. 157.) which certainly 
derives some confirmation from the fact of the expedition to Acarnania. Brueckner 
however (p. 277.) supposes this expedition of Aristodemus to have been the same 
which Philip mentions in his letter (§5.) as directed against the towns on the 
coast of the gulf of Pagasas, but which was conducted by CalUas. But beside the 
difference in the name of the general, it seems clear that the expedition of Calllas 
was a naval one, which does not so well suit the term iwiarrpartvaayras la 
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expedition served to hasten Philip's retreat from chap. 
Epirus.' It is certain that he was obliged to drop ■ , ' - 
his designs against Ambracia and Leucas, 

Such proceedings as these, however they might ad- ^{^ phuip. 
mit of a diplomatic vindication, manifestly tended to 
put an end to all friendly relations between the two 
powers : and the negotiations which were carried on 
between them during the same period, had no other 
eflFect than to aggravate their mutual resentment and 
distrust. We are unable to determine whether the an- 
swer given by the Athenians to Philip's remonstrances 
induced him to send Python on a fresh embassy, to 
propose an adjustment of their differences, or whether 
this minister had been instructed on the former occa- 
sion, while he complained of the ill-treatment his 
prince had suffered from the licence which the Athe- 
nians gave to their orators, to declare his willingness 
to accede to any reasonable proposal for a revision of 
the last treaty. Python certainly executed such a 
commission, and the offer which he made in Philip's 
name was received with great applause in the Athe- 
nian assembly.^ The result was that an embassy, of 
which Hegesippus, an active orator of the anti-Mace- 
donian party*, appears to have been the leading mem- 

iEschines. HU ezprenion, t^k (n/i^phif arcd t6p iriKtfjLov vaptCKtCeurw, does not 
prove, as Brueckner seems to infer, that this expedition took place shortly before 
the war broke out. Yet it must be owned that the coincidences between this and 
that of Callias are striking enough to render the question very doubtful. 

> But it may have been sent earlier, while Philip was engaged in reducing 
Pbenc, to support the tyrants ; only we hear no complaint from Philip on this 
suluect 

* Orat de Halon. § 23. 

* He was also nicknamed Crobylut, in allusion, it is said, to the fashion in which 
tiie Athenians anciently tied up their hair — Kp»e6\os, Thuc. r. 6. What might 
be the force of the allusion in this case we do not know. It seems as if it must 
have been aimed at some kind of affectation, either in his habits or his language. 
But of the latter there Is no trace in his extant oration. A different explanation 
of the nickname, more conformable to the usual tone of the Attic orators, is sug- 
gested by the character of the person to whom it is applied in Plutarch. Alex. 22. 
Compare Dio Chrys. i. p. 76. ko/iw 6wia0ty &^lf, fiinrcp ol yvv ro^s irouSoi Toi}f 
hMoKo^, with Reiske's note : the singular observation of Heraclides Ponticus in 
Athensus, xiii. p. 512. c, and the verses of Arlus, p. 525. r. ; Xenophanes, 
p. 526. a. ; JEschylus and Agathon, p. 528. c and d. Hegesander, who is re- 
peatedly stigmatised in the Timarchea on the like ground {AtMfuanos yvrfi, 

c 4 
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^^i v^' ber, was sent into Macedonia, to communicate the 
demands, or at least the wishes, of the people to the 
king. They fell under various heads. One related 
to the old dispute about Amphipolis. The Athenians 
were advised to claim it on what seems a grossly so- 
phistical construction of the article in the treaty, which 
provided that each party was to keep all that it had at 
the time. The orators contended that this did not en» 
title Philip to have what was not his own, which Am- 
phipolis had never been, since it had always belonged 
of right to the Athenians ; an argument, which would 
sound much more plausible in the Pnyx, than in the 
audience chamber at Pella : and they proposed, instead 
of the clause that each have what he had, to substitute 
the more correct phrase, that each have his own. An- 
other object was to recover the property which their 
citizens had lost when they were expelled from Po- 
tidaBa. There were other grounds of complaint of 
more recent origin. One concerned the places in 
Thrace conquered by Philip after the ratification of 
the treaty at Athens: another the Thracian Cher- 
sonesus. Not long after the end of the war, a colony 
of cleruchial settlers had been sent thither under Dio- 
pithes^ who remained there invested with a military 
command for their protection. Disputes soon arose 
between them and the people of Cardia, about the 
limits of their territory. The Athenians indeed main- 
tained that Cardia itself belonged to them, as included 
in the Chersonesus ; while Philip acknowledged both 
the independence of the Cardians, who were his allies, 
and the validity of their claims. Another topic of 
controversy arose out of the little island of Halon- 
nesus, situate in the north of the jEgean, between 
Scopelus and Peparethus. It was one of the frag- 

§111.), was — as the orator takes care frequently to remind the court — the brother 
of Crobylus. 

' Demosthenes de Cherron. § 6. Philipp. in. § 20. VoL V. p. 303. n. 1. 
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ments which the Athenians preserved of their maritime ^^^• 
empire, until a pirate chief, named Sostratus, took <■ , ^ 
possession of it, and made it the head-quarters of 
hia piratical excursions. Philip, whose coasts and 
shipping he infested, expelled the pirates from their 
nest, and kept it in his own hands. The Athenians 
conceived that these transactions could not affect their 
right to the island, and that as soon as the hostile 
force was removed, it ought to have been restored to 
its legitimate sovereign. Finally, the ambassadors 
were to require that an article should be inserted in 
the treaty, recognising the liberty and independence 
even of those Greek states which were not included in 
it by name, and pledging all who were parties to it to 
defend them if they should be attacked. The main 
object of this demand was clearly to restrain Philip's 
enterprises, more particularly against the Greek cities 
in the north and the west. But it is probable that 
the application of the principle to the Boeotian towns 
was not overlooked. 

Philip, when he professes his readiness to consent 
to an amendment of the treaty, could hardly have 
expected to receive such proposals as these : and it 
seems that he did not attempt to conceal his dis- 
pleasure, but vented it in a manner remarkably 
opposite to his usual mildness and moderation — 
for he is said to have banished the Athenian poet 
Xenoclides from his dominions, because he enter- 
tained the envoys in his house^; and this is men- 
tioned by Demosthenes as only one notorious instance, 
among many, of the rough treatment they met with 
at Pella, Philip however sent an embassy to Athens 
in return, charged with a letter, in which he discussed 
the Athenian demands, and stated the concessions 
which he was willing to make. This embassy gave 

' Demostheno de F. L. § 380. 



26 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

ciiAP. occasion to a speech, which has come down among 
' — r^ the Avorks of Demosthenes, as the one on Halonnesus^ 
but is now, on very satisfactory evidence, generally 
attributed to Hegesippus, to which we owe all our 
knowledge of the contents of Philip's letter. Philip, 
it appears, first addressed himself to the question of 
Halonnesus, which thus suggested the title of the 
oration. He declared himself willing to make a 
present of the island to the Athenians, but contended 
that they had lost their right to it, when they suf- 
fered it to be taken from them by Sostratus ; that he 
had made it his own by a fair conquest from an open 
enemy ; and was ready, if his claim was disputed, to 
submit it to arbitration. The orator endeavours to 
expose the fallacy of this argument by a supposed 
case. If it had been a place on the coast of Attiai 
that had been seized by the pirates, and Philip had 
dislodged them, would he have been entitled to retain 
a part of the Attic teritory ? It was a mere pretence; 
and the king's real object was to show to all Greece, 
that the Athenians were fain to owe even their 
maritime possessions to Macedonian generosity. It 
would be little less dishonourable and unwise to 
consent to the arbitration which had been insidiously 
proposed with a similar view — even if there were no 
danger that the arbitrators might be corrupted by 
Philip's bribes. 

There can be no doubt that this language expressed 
a strong popular feeling of jealousy, on a point which 
touched Athenian pride most sensibly: and that the 
distinction, which became so celebrated as to furnish 
the comic poets with a fertile topic for playful allu- 
sions^, that the island should be not given^ but restored^ 
not accepted^ but recovered^ was not a cavil suggested 

' Atbensus, vi. p. 223. 
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by the orators. And so, when the speaker rejects, with ^^^^ 
equal scorn, and on like grounds, another proposal * , ■ i^ 
contained in the letter, for a combination between 
Philip and the commonwealth to guard the seas 
against pirates, he no doubt had all the natural pre- 
judices of his audience on his side. 

It would seem that Philip made no mention of 
Potidaea. But it was understood to be with reference 
to this subject that his ambassadors were instructed 
to propose certain terms as the basis of a commercial 
treaty^ under which the disputed question might be 
judicially decided : and the orator contends that, as 
these terms were to be sanctioned by Philip, they 
would certainly be so framed as, by implication, to 
exclude the claims of the Athenian citizens on the 
property they had lost at Potidaea, which after the fall 
of Olynthus had passed into the conqueror's hands. 

With regard to Amphipolis it may be collected, 
that Philip denied he had ever authorised his ambas- 
sadors to promise for him that he would consent to 
alter the treaty in so material a point. He insisted 
on the right he had acquired by the plain language 
of the article in question, as it then stood. From 
the orator's reply, one might conjecture that the 
Macedonian envoys had either spoken indiscreetly, or 
had overlooked the slight change proposed by the 
Athenians, or had not perceived its scope. The 
orator endeavours to prove that the original words 
could not have the effect of making any thing to be 
Philip's which had not been so before; and refers, 
among other arguments, to Philip's previous declara- 
tions and promises in confirmation of the Athenian 
title to Amphipolis. 

The letter gave a full assent to the proposition 
concerning the liberty and independence of the 
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CRAP. Greeks; but the orator, to prove the insincerity of 
I , ' f these professions, compares them with Philip's recent 
treatment of Phene and the Cassopian cities. Philip 
repeated the complaint which he had before made 
through his ambassadors, about the charge of bad 
faith with which he was so often assailed by the 
Athenian orators ; and again professed that nothing 
but the people's want of confidence in his friendly 
disposition prevented him from proving it by signal 
benefits. The orator reminds his hearers of the 
promises contained in a letter preserved in the state 
archives, which Philip had written before the peace, 
and of the manner in which he had performed them. 
The affair of the Thracian towns, which, as the 
Athenians maintained, he had tnken after the peace 
was ratified, Philip offered to refer to arbitration. 
But the orator will not listen to the proposal of de- 
bating a question which he considers as clearly settled 
by the simple comparison of dates. So too he rejects 
as an insult Philip's recommendation, that they should 
brintj their differences with the Cardians before an 
impartial tribunal, and his offer to compel Cardia to 
submit to this mode of decision : as if, he observes, 
Athens was not able to force the Cardians to do her 
justice. Yet he admits that there was a decree of the 
people unrepealed, which recognised the title of the 
Cardians to their territory, and that he himself had 
impeached its author Callippus on this ground with* 
out success. 
Parties at The nature of the motion which was introduced hf 
such a speech may be easily imagined ; and this most 
probably contained the official reply that Philip re- 
ceived. It did not so much widen, as lay open the 
breach ; for all the sentiments which the orator deli- 
vered had long been familiar to the people, and were 
well known to Philip. Yet the frequent discussion of 
such topics tended to inflame the public irritation; 
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and this was the eiFect of the struggles that had been ^^^• 
carried on ever since the peace between the two par- ' — ^-^ 
ties, which were divided chiefly on the policy to be 
observed toward Philip. Yet it was not until two 
years had elapsed from the end of the war that they 
began to try their strength on the question, who was 
to be held accountable for its disastrous termination. 
The public feeling of disappointment and mortification 
was no doubt eager to find an object to vent itself on^ 
and Demosthenes and iEschines were no less anxious 
to shift the whole blame on one another. Yet it is 
easy to conceive that each might hesitate long before 
he struck the first blow. It has been seen, however, 
that a great part of the second Philippic was distinctly 
pointed against iEschines and Philocrates, and that 
the main object of the whole was probably to rouse 
the public indignation against them. Philocrates, it 
appears, made no secret of his corruption, — as to 
which Demosthenes and ^schines are agreed*, — and 
not only accepted large sums of money and grants of 
land in Phocis from Philip, but displayed his new 
resources with scandalous ostentation, in the increased 
splendour of his style of living.^ He was therefore 
selected as the first object of a legal prosecution, which 
was undertaken by Hyperides, an orator of great 
ability, who was long closely attached by political 
Sentiments, and perhaps by private friendship, to De- 
mosthenes. The Athenian law aflforded many com- 
mon ways of bringing such an offender to justice ; 
but Hyperides adopted a species of indictment ^ which 
was in the first instance submitted to the cognizance 
either of the council of Five Hundred, or — which was 

' iEsch. in Ctcs. p. 65. § 81. Dem. F. L. § 124. ♦tAoicpdnif /i^ iiMvov i»fM\6yti^ 
9af ifwf iv r^ ^fi^woXXAxts, kwh leol UtOcvwr vfuy; and § 129. u xp^futra itfio* 
xiyu AotfctF U -nis wptcStlas 6<nrrp 6fio?^tu Afterwards, indeed, he seems to 
attribute the like confession to .Sschines also, § 319. ^rciS^ 8* SfjLoKoyovffir, § 33($. 
To^f a fxorrat, SfioKoyovyras. 

• Dem. F. L. § 124. 158. 254. * EiVrxycAia. 
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^^^- the course he took — of the people in assembly, and 
t — ^-1-' always suggested the notion of an offence either wholly 
unheard of, and not yet provided for, or peculiarly 
aggravated in its circumstances. The assembly en- 
tertained the indictment, and, according to the ordi- 
nary practice, the next step was, unless it chose to sit 
in judgment on the case itself, to appoint another 
tribunal, and to fix the day of trial.^ The accused in 
the meanwhile was either committed to prison, or 
compelled to find sureties for his appearance. Which 
of these courses was taken with Philocrates we are 
not informed ; probably the latter ; for it seems that 
notwithstanding his uncommon assurance, and the 
strength of the party from which he might have 
looked for protection, he avoided the trial by a 
voluntary exile.^ 
^^d"" When this indictment was brought before the assem- 
mosthcncs. bly, Demosthcues openly declared, that there was only 
one thing in it with which he was dissatisfied ; and 
this was that it had been brought against Philocrates, 
who was certainly not the sole criminal among the 
ambassadors: and he called upon those of his col- 
leagues who disapproved of his conduct to come for- 
ward and declare themselves. No one thought fit to 
answer to this summons. The expressions which the 
orator reports himself to have used on that occasion 
strongly intimate, that he had then already conceived 
the design of bringing a formal charge against some of 
them ; but they no less plainly imply that he had not 
yet done this against any of them.' Perhaps he was 
only waiting for the opportunity which would be 
afforded, whenever iEschines should appear before the 

■ See as to the whole course of proceeding, Meier u. Schbmann, Atti$che Proceii, 
p. 268. 

■ Machines adv. Ctes. § 79. *t\0Kpdr7is tpvyiis i»* tUrayytXSas yvyi- 

vrfTou. 

1^ De F. L. § 127. !• oZy fjL-frr* iupw fi-fir* cdridffwiuu iiyfiiva^ t^p fyA, hKKk tI 
'Tpayf/L a0r6 ro^s uiy airiovs ttftp, rohs tk fiii fi*r«rxnit^fu 4^ 
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proper court ^ to render an account of his conduct in ^^'*- 
the embassy. The time of doing this was left by the < / > 
law — strange as it seems — to his own discretion.^ 
Indeed it appears to have been a disputable point of 
law whether the ambassadors, who had been sent 
twice to Philip on the affair of the peace, were liable 
to give a separate account of each embassy. Demo- 
sthenes at least asserts, that when he himself tendered 
his account of his own conduct in Ihe second embassy, 
^schines contended that it ought not to be received, 
because he had already obtained a legal discharge on 
the first.^ When however this objection was over- 
ruled, he probably thought it necessary to encounter 
the like trial. The proceeding was, in effect, a public 
challenge to any citizen who wished to impeach the 
conduct of the responsible magistrate. On this occa- 
sion a bill of indictment was brought in against 
^schines ; and among those whose names were sub- 
scribed to it were Demosthenes and Timarchus. 

It was fortunate for iEschines to be assailed by Timarchus 
such an enemy as this last. For Timarchus in his 
youth had laid himself open to the strongest suspicions 
of a loathsome profligacy, which, even according to 
Athenian law, disqualified him for the exercise of all 
political rights, particularly that of speaking in the 
assembly. He is charged by his adversary with 
having wasted an ample patrimony in riotous living.^ 
Nevertheless he had not only taken a very active part 
in public affairs, but, according to -^schines, had 

' The Xoyurrai, Meier u. Scbomann, p. 221. 

' Dem. F. L. § 118. yvy S4 Hiii r^v bfitrdpay t^cfov iral irpo^nfra 9b$6ns 
ddmri, mil ra&ras 6>wyiviKa 0o6\trai. Brueckner (p. 227.) observes that iBschlnes 
could not be impeached, like Philocratcs, by eisangelia, because it was necessary to 
wait until he gave account of his second embassy. But it does not appear why 
this was more necessary in his case than in that of Philocrates ; and when Demo- 
sthenes says, that this would have been the proper course of proceeding against 
.Sschines (u. s. «f y4 n r&v vpoirriKSvrup iylyt^ero, iv drarfftXlt^ vdXoi ^v) he 
teems clearly to imply that there was no legal obstacle. 

' ypa^. See Meier u. Schumann, p. 221. 
- * Timarch. p. 7. § 42. 
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CHAP, filled every office in the state* : and we should require 
' — r^ some more credible testimony to satisfy us that he 
had, as his accuser asserts, obtained them all through 
bribery. He had been employed in many embassies*, 
and had been twice a member of the Council of Five 
Hundred. In the course of the second of these years 
of office, which was that in which the war with Philip 
ended^, he had distinguished himself by a motion, 
which he appears to have carried, for a decree forbid- 
ding the exportation of arms and marine stores for 
Philip's service under pain of death : and Demosthenes 
even represents this display of his anti-Macedonian 
spirit as the real offence, which had first roused the 
animosity of iEschines against him.* But there can 
be little doubt that the stronger, as well as the more 
immediate provocation was that which he offered by 
joining Demosthenes in the impeachment of their 
common adversary, and that it was partly in revenge 
for this attack, and partly in self-defence, that 
iEschines brought him to trial.^ Demosthenes was 

* Timarch. p. 1 5. § 1 06. ovk ttrriy fimiya v^vor* o6k ^p(»' ^X^t oMi fitctv AaxtW 
oMi x^'P^^®*^*^') aWh trdaas wapii robt wSfwvs vpiafidyovs. Auctor Arigum. Ml 
Timarch. didurri/jLos wy iy rp voKirtUf, Koi irXioy ^ iKcer^y ^In^iffftara yeypaiptis, 

* Ibid. p. 17. § 120. TlfMpxos 6 rod h4iyuov (r^fi€ov\of ical riis fit r^r *EAAiSs 
n>\ixiiy vp^ffftlat irptaMHy, 

■ The first time was ia the arcbonship of Nicophemui, OL civ. 4. (TImafx:ta, 
p. 15. § 109.). Reiske, forgetting the example of Demosthenes, rashly lays down 
that no one could be a member of the Five Hundred more than once: Congtai 
Athenit neminem, nisi semel per rtVam, fiov\fVT^y fuii$e / and so with amaiing 
thoughtlessness he comes to the conclusion: Habita igitur ett lute oratio amno 
primo Olympiadis cv. — the year of Philip's accession. The year in which 
Timarchus was councillor a second time seems to be marked by the allusion In 
JEschines (Timarch. p. 1 1. § 80. ) Kcd ri $ov\^ Zr* i€ov\twrt Wpvo-ty, though the 
text here is too doubtful to admit of any certain conclusion. But independently 
of this, the date assigned in the text seems clearly deducible fh>m the manner in 
which Demosthenes speaks of the decree forbidding the exportation of arms for 
Philip. 

* F. L. p. 433. § 327, 328. It seems clear that this is only a rhetorical con- 
trast, meant to bring out the patriotism of Timarchus and the Philippism of 
JEschines in stronger relief by comparison with one another, and that it does not 
at all aflfect the conclusion to be drawn from the numerous passages in which 
Demosthenes attributes the ruin of Timarchus to the accusation which he had 
brought against ^schines. 

* Bohnecke (p. 294.) believes that he has finally settled the long debated ques. 
lion as to the date of the oration against Timarchus, and that he has proved it to 
have been delivered, Ol. cviii. 3. UU proof is founded on two notes of time 
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one of those who appeared in his behalf. The speech ^>^- 
delivered by -^schines on this occasion is still extant, ^ — r^ 

furnished by the speech itself. The first is contained in the allusion which 
iEschines is supposed to make to the year in which Tlmarchus was a second time 
councillor. This, as we have seen, cannot well have been earlier than 01. criii. 2. 
But Machines seems to say that it was the year before the trial (p. 12. § 80. 8rc 
i^o^XcMTc rripvaiv^ which therefore must have taken place in OL cviii. 3. The 
second note of time is supplied by the speaker's reference to the 8iat^^uri5, which 
took place, as we have seen, in the archonship of Archlas, OL cviii. 3., and which 
is described as if it was just over (p. 1 1. § 77. ) 7f7^Muri Siaif^^/o-cis Iv to7s S^/aois. 
Bobnecke thinks that his conclusion is confirmed by the manner in which 
iEschines, in the speech on the embassy, reminds his hearers of the trial of 
Timarchus, as if some considerable interval had elapsed between the two speeches 
(p. 52. § 191., &M€^itrfiir04mts Sti rify t^i att^poawris vapdK\riattf Sick rrjs vfpl 
Tifiapxoy Kpi<f*t»s itiftyfyrrets wopoiccirX^fra). This last argument is of too sub- 
jective as well as indefinite a character to admit or repay discussion. As to the 
two others it cannot be denied, that they have considerable weight, sufficient, if they 
stood alone and unopposed, to render Buhnecke's opinions highly probable. But 
he seems to me to have overrated their force, and he has taken no notice of other 
indications, which point, I think, more clearly to a different conclusion. No re- 
liance can be safely placed on the first for two reasons : first, because of the doubt 
which has been noticed in a former note about the reading and the meaning of the 
words, K<d ri jSouX^ Src i€o6\€WTt tripwrof^ which at present stand quite insulated 
fh>ra the context ; and next, because w4pwn is not more definite in the language of 
the orators than x^^»i w 'P*^* or fyo>yj(os. The second of Bbhnecke's arguments 
is the most specious, and he has not done it full justice. For ^schlnes, in 
speaking of the recent 8ta\(n}^{<rcif, not only uses the perfect y€y6y<urt^ but he had 
said immediately before : OtMp^o'ar* rh wpSryfia jcal ^jc woKiriK&y rwioy trapaHfiy* 
udruy, Ktd fid^itrra die ro^rrwy A vwl furit x^H*"^ ^X^*- ^^^ *^ to the tense, that 
cannot determine the time more precisely than tbe perfect wapax^KKriKa, which 
Bohnecke supposes to refer to an event three years earlier than the speech in 
which it occurs. And as to the expression, A yvyl /icr^ X^H*^'^ ^X^** ^^ ^ clear 
that the business which the people are said to have in hand, is that of the judicial 
proceedings arising out of the 8ta4^/<rctr, which might be very numerous, and 
occupy a period of more than a year. It remains then to consider, whether there 
are not other less ambiguous indications which point to a different date for the 
Timarchea. And such I find in the allusions which Demosthenes so frequently 
makes to the prosecution of Timarchus, as having been set on foot in retaliation 
for the charge in which he had joined against ^schines. Now Bobnecke himself 
(p. 295.) admits, that when Demosthenes delivered the second Philippic, no in- 
dictment had been preferred against any of the ambassadors. It was subsequently, 
In the year Ol. cix. 1., after the tlcayytXia brought against Philocrates, that the 
ypai^ was put in against .Sschines on his appearing before the Koyurrai to render 
his account And the only question is, whether it is to thb judicial proceeding 
that Demosthenes refers in the passages of the speech on the embassy, where he 
speaks of Timarchus as the accuser of ^lEUchines. Bohnecke seems to think, 
though he does not notice any of them, that they do not require such an interpre- 
tation. His own account of the matter is, that Timarchus and Demosthenes 
hUended to impeach iEschines, but that he had got the start of them by previously 
indicting Timarchus. There are no doubt some among the passages in question 
consistent with such an interpretation. But I do not see how it can be applied to 
that which occurs at the beginning of the speech (§2.), wpXv tlatKBuy cts d/tos iral 
XAyop Sovrai rS»v r^rpaefiiiy^y rhy fi^y iunjpriKt rS»y M rhs tbBvyea i\06yT«y, roit 
8* &«-f iA(7 Ttpu^y : where, in the first place, it seems clear that the action described 
by iyfpnK* Is represented as not far apart from the present AwciAci : and next. 
It is hard to understand how one who had merely intended to accuse ^schines 
could be classed in the number twv M rcks titBuycLS iKOSyruy, The phrase IX0cir 
4w\ ritt HSvyas may refer either to the original proceeding in the court of the 
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CHAP, but not that of Demosthenes, or of any of the de- 
. ^^^' . fendant's advocates. If our judgment was to be 
formed simply on the prosecutor's case, our verdict 
must be — not proven. ^Eschines is unable to pro- 
duce one tittle of direct evidence in support of any of 
his charges^, and endeavours to show that, from the 
nature of the case, it was unreasonable to require any 
such proof. He appeals to general notoriety as a 
suflBlcient and decisive witness to the infamous cha- 
racter of Timarchus. It is not quite clear how such 
an appeal was consistent even with Athenian law, 
which forbad the receiving hearsay evidence.* But 
the result seems to show that the charge was some- 
thing more than a common- place calumny, to which 

Xcyurroi^ or to the subsequent trial of the Indictment ; and it is in the latter sense 
that .Sschines speaks of his tbBtiyeu (Tim. p. 24. § 168.), &$ yhp riis iftia tMi>at 
fiKim-uv, &f {nr^p rijs Tpwttias fjidWm ZiMvau But I am not aware of any third sense 
that can be given to the word in the passage of Demosthenes, and of course both 
are alike inconsistent with Bohnecke*s opinion. Another passage which, though 
not at first sight equally distinct, no less clearly requires a like interpretation. Is 
F. L. p. 423. § 291. ^UjMtrtp OwaKoiaatnd tik* cdrrov KvHjiyopo», where, as Mark- 
land and Schsfer (comparing p. 434. § 332. ^1 rqf irpdrrfs ^^^v o&8* ^oKowrcu 
tcaXo6fjL€pos ffOcXcf ) agree, OwcucoOaayra must mean tU the reque$t of hit /riemda : 
Orator dieit Timarchum non tponte tua $ed rogatum ab amieii invUatumque a 
bonis eivibut ad aeeutandum jEsehinem prodiisse. Schsef. But this implies that he 
had not merely intended or threatened, but had become a party to a formal accu* 
sation of Machines. Either these passages were anciently so understood, or there 
was an independent authority for the fkct Hence we read, in the second argument 
to Dem. F. L. (p. 338.), rUr M r^t Stvrdpas Tpta€*las fi6i'os 6 Arifioa$4yiis 8^8<Mccr 
tlf06y€a' fi4\Kokros Zi rod Altrxivov Tap4xfiyt M^'nn Tlfwpxos ical ArifiooOiyTif 
Karrfyopfiaoyrts ro6rov' ical ^rriirty Aiax^'^f iufdicpuny ywiaBony ical ytvoiUrtit 
iufoKpUtws I8ct(c Ttftapxoy iiraipriK&ra ; and still more explicitly in the first of the 
Timarchea : hrajniKo6<nis 8^ r^f irptcrttias ypwpowri wapo^rpwMtlca Alirx^'^^ Aif/io- 
aOftrfis iral Tifiapxos . . . iaror^Btiaris 8^ rris yp<i^^s, wpip rhr ieyAva curcA0ciir 
iypd>lfaro Alax^yris rhy Tiftapxoi'* Finally, I consider it as no slight confirmation 
of this view, that the language of commendation and confidence in which .£schinef 
speaks of Philip in the speech against Timarchus, is such as one can hardly con- 
ceive him to have used in 01. cviii. 3., but which would be intelligible enough 
after the embassy which gave occasion to the second Philippic (p. 24. § 159.) ^i- 
Xnvoy yvy fxky 8(^ r^y r&y \6yoty c&^/xiay iiraaw* iii¥ 8* 6 abrhs 4y rtns wpbs 
bftas ipyois yiyrirai oTos yw iariy iv rots iwayy4\fuurty, iur^oK^ iced ^toy rhy KoXt 
ainov fotiiatrai iwtuyov. The only promises to which the orator could have been 
supposed to allude in this passage at an earlier period, must have been those which 
had been held out in Philip's name, Just before the close of the war, and by which 
the people believed itself to have been cruelly deceived and ii^Jured. 

1 To this Demosthenes alludes (F. Lu p. 378. §131.), iy&yas Koiyohs Aawtp 
dpdftara, koI ro^ovs i^iapripous . . . alpus 8m6icwv. 

* Demoeth. c. Eubul. p. 1300. § 6., oit^ ftaprvpuy iucoiiy imauf ol ySfwi, oM* 
M rois wdyv ^eu^Aoit iyicXiifuuriy. The reason assigned is better In substance than 
in form : Sirou yiLp tiSdyat rtyit ffSiy ^<rayrts ^•vius 4^dyiiaaM, w&s iyt iii}8* 
abrbs oIBcr 6 \iy»y, irpoo^icci vurrciJcffOau. 
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all public men were liable at Athens ; for Timarchus chap. 
was found guilty, and disfranchised ; and the terms . ^^^' . 
in which Demosthenes alludes to the trial, while it 
was still recent, plainly indicate that he himself had 
no very firm belief in the innocence of his political 
associate.* JEschines, when he was put on his own 
defence, spoke of his prosecution of Timarchus as of 
an ever-memorable admonition, which he had ad- 
dressed to the Athenian youth.^ And it is probable 
that it not only silenced a hostile voice, but raised 
him in public estimation ; though those who were 
most fuUy convinced of the defendant's guilt could 
not be blind to the personal and party motives of his 
accuser ; and ^schines had no answer to give, when 
Demosthenes asked why, if he had been impelled, as 
he professed, by a disinterested concern for private 
morality, or public decency, he had suflfered Timar- 
chus to pass through such a long and conspicuous 
career before calling him to account for his early 
misconduct.* jEschines anticipates that Demosthenes 
will endeavour to divert the attention of the court 
from the real merits of the case to the peace made 
by himself and Philocrates*, and to the fate of the 
Phocians^, and that Philip's name will be frequently 
introduced to raise a prejudice against him.^ Yet he 
does not shrink from avowing, that he commends 
Philip for his professions of goodwill to the common- 
wealth. If his actions correspond to his promises^ he 
will afford solid and ample ground for praise J 

But whatever credit iEschines may have gained from 
the condemnation of Timarchus, seems to have been 

■ F. L. p. 418. § 268. <f ris ^r /^' ^iKuctas Mpov $*kr(t0w r^v lUw /i^ irpoiS^ 
fMVOf r^v i^ hflvfis T^f |{^c«f (nro^lnif, Ira/uiTtpoy ry fttrA ravra ixFh<r^ro fit^ 

■ Tlroarcta. p. 62. § 191. riiv rris <rtt^po<r6tniis iropcUcAii<rir HA rijj vtfA Ti/tapxow 
KpfcHtt UtfurtitrrM atnobs waptucdKKfiKa, The concluding exhortation of the 
speech It reroarkahle as illustrating the highest tone of morality for which the 
orator could expect the sympathy of his hearers : robs 6k r&p pimv taoi ^qBlvs 
h^iamorrat 9riptvrhs ^yrea, els robs ^4yovs iced robs firroUcovs rphrtoBai KcAcuerf, 
ba fAffr* ittuifoi r^t vpo€up4<r9fs inrtHrfp&mat, i/ilfi* t/uts (\\dM-ni<r$t, 

" F. L. § 328. « § 174, » § 176. • § 166. ' § 169. 
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CHAP, nearly lost through a transaction which took place 
. ^]^^' . shortly after, and which exposed him to fresh sus- 
picion and obloquy. He had been elected to plead the 
cause of the commonwealth before the Amphictyonic 
Council, in a contest with the Delians concerning the 
superintendence of their temple.^ His appointment, 
however — probably because the mission partook so 
much of a religious character — was made subject to 
the approbation of the Areopagus. Before this had 
been obtained, information reached Demosthenes that 
a man named Antiphon was lurking in Piraeus, with 
the intention of firing the arsenal. Antiphon had 
been struck off the roll of his demus ^ in a general 
scrutiny^, which was made in the year 345 or 344, 
the one next following that in which the war ended.* 
He submitted to his disfranchisement, without ven- 
turing to appeal — as he might have done at the risk 
of being sold as a slave, if he failed to make good his 
claim ^ — to the decision of a court of justice, and 
went to Macedonia. There, as Demosthenes asserted 
many years after, he tendered his services to PhUip 
for burning the arsenal, and returned to Athens to 
execute his engagement. Demosthenes, having dis- 
covered his hiding-place, did not hesitate, it appears, 
to enter the house in which he was concealed for the 
purpose of arresting him^, and brought him before 

* De Cor. p. 271. h 170. x^^orovriaianmv aJbrhv bitAw oMutow Mp rod Upov 
rov ip A^Afi. — See Diasen. Explicat p. 305. 

» Deraofttb. de Cor. § 168. rhw k-uo^^urBirra 'Ayri^rro. 

* The arcbonshlp of Archias. Harpocration, Aten^^io-if. iBach. Tim. p. 1 1. 
§ 77. yty6vcun Simfrf<piirfis ir rots Hfiois. Winiewski (p. 52.) assumes, without the 
slightest warrant, that Antiphon could not have formed such a design, unless the 
Athenians had been at the time at war with Philip. This is, in every point of 
▼lew, a perfectly arbitrary assumption. But I can as little assent to Bohnecke 
(p. 290.) when he argues that Philip was more likely to have listened to such a 
proposal in time of peace. 

* Meier and Schomann, p. 770. 

* Dero. u. s. fiowr itat tctKpaytis, itt iv ^nfWKpari^ Hfiph iroiw. . . in* ohcias fio' 
8i'{wy &yfv ffnf^/o-fiaroT. Plutarch, when he speaks of the proceeding of Demo- 
sthenes in this transaction, as a^9pa iLpurroKparuchy voXlrtvfia (Dem. 14.), forgets 
the account given by the orator himself, and represents his aristocratical violence 
as having consisted in his arresting Antiphon and bringing bim before the Areo- 
pngus, after he bjui been released by the assembly. 
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the assembly. But it seems that the orator had not ^^p. 
collected sufficient evidence to sustain his charge, and ' — ^-^ 
^schines, loudly exclaiming against his aristocratical 
oppression of unfortunate citizens, and his illegal 
violence, induced the assembly to dismiss the culprit. 
Soon after however Demosthenes must have obtained 
some stronger proofs of Antiphon's guilt, which he 
laid before the Areopagus: for that grave tribunal 
caused Antiphon to be again apprehended, and brought 
before the assembly, by whose decree he was tortured 
and put to death. It does not appear that he under- 
went a regular trial \ but rather that he was executed 
after a confession had been wrung from him by the 
rack. The whole affair is extremely obscure and 
perplexing. We do not know whether there was 
sufficient ground to convict Antiphon; much less 
whether anything came to light, showing that Philip 
was implicated in the plot. We must rather infer 
the contrary as to this last point, when we observe 
that no trace appears of such a charge having been 
brought against Philip for several years after his 
death: though, if it had been supported by any toler- 
able evidence, it seems hardly possible that no allusion 
to it should have been found in the previous speeches 
of Demosthenes. While the business was recent, both 
he and his rival manifestly shrink from approaching 
the subject. It would seem as if Demosthenes was 
conscious that he had carried matters at first with 
too high a hand, and he only ventures once or twice 
to taunt jEschines with the unfulfilled threats of im- 
peachment which he had thrown out in the first stage 
of the affair.^ -^schines in his defence is absolutely 

* Plainer (p. 32. ) Msumes this, as for as I can see, without sufficient ground. 
The expression of Demosthenes (§ 1 69. ) ^ fiovK^ fi 4^ *Kptlov irirfov . . rhv Mpwwow 
htwf^iyoiyw &s 6/iaf, seems to refer to the preceding, learturHiawTos tU r^y 
iKtcXita-toM, 

■ F. L. § 231., where he immediately breaks off with the remark, mUroi ravra 
t^iw ioTi iMicpuv KcX iroXXAv hrf^imv mX Kiymf dpx^l and § 291. ko) wdKtM 4y irtf 
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CHAP, silent on it. But tins is quite intelligible ; as to him 
■ ^^^' ' the result was extremely humiliating and annoying. 
For the Areopagus — in order, as Demosthenes repre- 
sents, to brand him with the guilt of a treasonable 
connivance — refused to sanction the people's nomina- 
tion to the honourable mission in the Delian cause, 
and caused Hyperidcs to be sent in his stead.^ 

This must have appeared to Demosthenes a favour- 
able juncture for bringing his adversary to trial: and 
the great cause of the embassy seems to have come 
on not long after. The speeches delivered by the 
two orators on this occasion — both of which have 
been preserved, and probably not without the last cor- 
rections of their authors ^ — are admirable specimens 
of Athenian forensic eloquence, as well as among 
our most valuable materials for the history of the 
times. 

It is in the latter point of view alone that they can 
be noticed here; and to enter into the argument 
would be to repeat much of what has been already 

* But it must be observed tbat the statement of Demosthenes (de Cor. § 170.), 
rovroK tlBbs hw/jTicurty &s itpclirriv, is not borne out by the deposition of his wit- 
nesses : 8ti tov S^ftov trdr* x**po^oyfi<rayTos A2<rxiKi}r vMiiKow Mp rod Upov rov iv 
A^X^) *U robs *AfupiKr4oyas, (rwtSptvaam'fS rifius ixplyatxty 'Twtplhiw k^tov ttvai 
/AoAAoK iwkp rris viktws Kiy^iv, Koi &wf<rrd\fi 'Tiffplhis. Bohnecke (p. 293.) thinks 
that the condemnation of Timarchus must have preceded this event, because 
^schines could not have extolled the justice of the Areopagus as he does (Tlmarch. 
p. 13. §92.), if it had previously Inflicted such dishonour upon him. I should 
not have been satisfied with this argument. But the priority of the trial of 
Timarchus seems a necessary inference from the order In which the two trans- 
actions are placed by Demosthenes (F. L. p. 423. § 291.) tcai Kanryoprnw itc^tpw 
KcucM Xcycty irpof(AcTo i^ii, ical irdKir iv nf Hf*^ ypcupht iMoUrttw ical toulvt' 

* The arguments with which the contrary opinion has been maintained by 
Fhotius (Vit. Demosth. ) and Taylor (Pncf. ad Orat de male gesta Legat ) are only 
such as would be equally valid in proof that the orations were never delivered. 
But this supposition of Plutarch's (Dem. 15.) is quite unnecessary to account for 
the absence of allusions to this trial in the speeches on the Crown, while It contra- 
dicts both the distinct tradition preserved by Idomeneus (Plut ibid. ), and the 
allusion in .£schines (F. L. § 4. ) to the clamour by which Demosthenes had been 
interrupted in his speech : V^^ 9t' ainhp M rris mrlas 6yra ra6rrit i^ttdXKer*, 
I attach no bnportance to the anecdotes to the same effect in Ulpian and Fhotius, 
which may have been worked out of this passage. But the most extraordinary 
conjecture is Becker's (Demosthenes afs St€uUsmann und Bedner, p. 321.), who 
conceives that the two speeches were written without any view to delivery— 
mere pamphlets. Yet if any one after reading them can believe this to be pos- 
sible, I do not know how he is to be convinced of the contrary. 
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said on the subject of the two embassies. It only chap. 
remains to mention the issue, ^schines was ac- ^_,.«L/ 
quitted, it is said, by a majority of only thirty votes. 
This may perhaps on the whole be regarded as a 
proof that public suspicion was very strong against 
him. For his party, including the friends of all the 
other ambassadors who were virtually implicated in 
the charge, made the most active efforts to save him : 
the austere Phocion, and Eubulus, the liberal dis- 
tributor of the public money, united their influence 
in his behalf. But he probably owed his acquittal 
less either to them or to his own talents, than to the 
peculiar difficulties of his adversary's case. De- 
mosthenes felt himself obliged not only to convict 
^schines, but to defend himself. He was anxious 
to clear himself from the suspicion of a connection 
with Philocrates, whom nevertheless he, as well as 
jEschines, had supported in the measures which led 
to the peace : and in his account of the embassies it 
was necessary, and yet not easy, to represent himself 
as overreached by his colleagues, notwithstanding his 
zeal and vigilance, as continuing to act with them 
when he no longer trusted them, as having witnessed 
their intrigues and foreseen the result, though he did 
not disclose his suspicions and forebodings tUl it 
was too late to avert the danger. This appears to 
have been the cause of the perplexity which strikes 
every reader in his narrative, and which must have 
produced a no less unfavourable impression on his 
audience, especially when contrasted with the clear- 
ness, and apparent simplicity, of the defence. The 
event left the two parties opposed to each other as 
before, with unabated confidence, and redoubled 
animosity. 

We must now return to Philip. The events which 
had occurred since the end of the war, though they 
had strengthened his power, had not brought him 
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much nearer to the object he had in view in the 
south of Greece. He had been baffled in his at- 
tempts to establish a communication with Pelopon- 
nesus, both on the eastern and the western side of 
Greece, and in that which he made to gain a footing 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Athens. Only 
in Euboea he had been more successful, in an enter- 
prise against Eretria, which it will be more con- 
venient to relate hereafter. In the meanwhile he had 
been building arsenals and ships of war in his newly 
acquired ports, and making active preparations for a 
naval expedition.^ This enlargement of his marine 
was no doubt designed to promote his operations in 
the north, toward which he now began to turn his 
chief attention. Conquests in this quarter might not 
only prepare the way for his invasion of Persia, but 
might enable him to overcome or overawe the resist- 
ance of Athens. It appears to have been in the 
spring of 342 that he set out on an expedition which 
was professedly directed against Thrace. We are 
very imperfectly acquainted with the state of that 
country at this time. It is however certain that 
Cersobleptes had been gaining strength, and had 
shaken off his subjection to Philip. We do not know 
what foundation there may have been for a statement 
found only in Didorus^, that he had begun to annoy 
the Greek cities on his coasts, and that Philip marched 
against him to protect them. Philip's subsequent 
conduct toward the principal of these to-wns renders 
this account extremely doubtful. It is possible how- 
ever that something had happened which afforded 
him such a pretext for the invasion of Thrace. But 
it was not against Cersobleptes only that his arms 
were turned. 

A prince, named Teres, who reigned in the more 
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northern or western rerions of Thrace, and who had chap. 

XI V 

been his ally in his war with Athens, had, it seems, i / \ 
now become hostile to him^: having perhaps been 
induced by a sense of their common interest to unite 
with Cersobleptes. Philip was thus led to carry the 
war into the heart of Thrace, where he is said to have 
defeated the barbarians in several engagements. But 
his views were not now confined to victories, ravages, 
and plunder. He meditated a permanent conquest, 
and for this purpose not only imposed a tribute of a 
tenth of the produce on the conquered territory, but 
also founded a number of new towns, or military co- 
lonies, in the interior.* But such a situation was one 
in which few Greeks would have been tempted to 
settle, even by the oflfer of lands and houses: it 
sounded as emigration to the inland regions of Au- 
stralia would to a Frenchman; and it seems that 
he was driven to some extraordinary measures for 
peopling his new colonies. Demosthenes^ mentions 
three towns, Drongile, Kabyle, and Mastira, as among 
the wretched places which Philip had been taking and 
settling in Thrace. As to one of these, Kabyle or 
Kalybe, which stood on the river Taxus, and belonged 
to the Astian tribe, whose land stretched toward By- 
zantium, we are distinctly informed, that he planted 
a colony there which was peopled with the refuse of 
society.^ And such, we may infer from the nickname 
it derived from the character of its inhabitants (Pone- 
ropolis : Roguetown), must have been the case with 
another city built at the foot of Rhodope, whicli he 
himself honoured with the name of Philippopolis.^ 
If we connect these hints with Justin's rhetorical 



> Phil. EpUt § 8. 

* Diodonis, VL s. 4r rois iwiKoipoa rSvois mlata ^^M\6yovs w6\tis, 

' De Chereon. § 44 koI $, yvw 4^eupu koI KaraffKtvdterai. The last word 
may perhaps allude to Phl11p*s new establishments. 

* Strabo, tii. p. 320. Harpocratio s. v. 
» Steph. Bya. Pliny, N. H. iv. 11. 
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CHAP, description of the tyrannical violence with which, 



XLV. 



after the end of the Phocian war, he transported his 
subjects into new seats as suited his pleasure*, we 
shall be inclined to conclude, that the population of 
these places was composed partly of needy vagabonds, 
or even pardoned convicts, but partly too of the inha- 
bitants of conquered Greek cities, whom he tore from 
their homes, and whose property he distributed among 
his officers.* 

These conquests, and still more the measures taken 
by Philip to secure them, could not but alarm both the 
Athenians, and the Greek cities on the coast, especially 
Byzantium, which lay not very far from the borders 
of the conquered territory. If the barbarians were 
troublesome neighbours, Philip was much more to be 
dreaded when he occupied their land. It was mani« 
fest to every one that his ultimate object could not be 
merely to subdue and colonise the -vvilds of Thrace : 
that this was but a step toward the reduction of the 
powerful and opulent maritime towns, which were so 
important in a contest either with Persia or Athens. 
At Athens all who were not blinded by prejudice, 
saw that both the Bosporus and the Chersonesus, and 
with them the naval power, the commerce, the very 
subsistence of the people, were exposed to imminent 
danger : the more so, as Byzantium, which had been 
alienated from Athens by the Social War, was still in 
alliance with Philip. In the meanwhile occurrences 
had taken place, 'which rendered the condition of the 
Diopithcf. Chersonesus peculiarly alarming. Diopithes, who ap- 
pears to have been a well-meaning and zealous officer, 
but not very discreet or scrupulous, had been engaged 

' Till. 5. Revertus in re^num^ vt pecora pcutoreg nunc in hibemo$ nunc in tuti^ 
vos MoUuM trajieiunt, iic UU populo$ et wbe$, ut illi vd repUnda vd dtrdinquenda 
qu4Bque loca mdAantur, ad Ubidinem suam tramfert, 

' Theopompus in Athensus, vl 77. 0X0^01 rohs hcdpovs, 06 irKdovnt Umas 
icar* iKWoif rhw Xp6vov hitraKoaUtVf oIk i\Arrtt Kafnrl(t<r$M y^v % fAvplovs r&w 
'EW^ymv rovs rijr iplarriy ico) irXe/cnji^ X^^ K9KTrifi4povs, 
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in constant warfare with Cardia, and had collected a chap. 

• • XI4V 

body of mercenaries to maintain the conflict, for whom »_.^,1_> 

he was obliged to provide, as well as he could, in the 
manner which had been long practised by Athenian 
commanders. Philip, after his proposals for an arbi- 
tration had been rejected, sent some forces to the aid 
of the Cardians ; and these troops soon found them- 
selves engaged in hostilities with those of Diopithes. 
The Athenian general, however, did not confine him- 
self to the defence of his colonists, or to aggression 
against Cardia, but, when Philip invaded Thrace, 
thought himself at liberty actively to espouse the 
cause of the Thracian princes, who had both, it seems, 
been admitted to the Athenian franchise^, made in- 
roads into the part of Thrace which Philip had con- 
quered^, and in the course of these expeditions com- 
mitted sundry acts of violence on the property and 
persons of Macedonian subjects, and even detained 
an envoy named Amphilochus, who came to treat 
with him for the release of the prisoners, and forced 
him to pay a heavy ransom.^ 

Philip sent a letter complaining of these injuries, 
which gave the signal to the orators of his party at 
Athens loudly to denounce the conduct of Diopithes, 
and to press for his recal, and for the dismissal of his 
mercenaries. Some proposed to send another general 
with a force sufficient to compel him to obedience. 
Demosthenes spoke on this occasion, not so much in 
defence of the general, as against the policy recom- 
mended by his adversaries. His oration is that On oration 
the Chersonesus. His object is to show that the real ch^e^-* 



nesus/' 



> Fhilippi Epist § 3. 

' ATgum. Or. de Chenon. But it seems very doubtful whether the inroad 
mentioned hf Philip in his letter (§3.) where Diopithes is said to have taken Cro- 
byle and Tiristasis, and to have ravaged the adjacent part of Thrace, ought to be 
referred to this period. The mention of the Byuntian galleys, which occurs just 
befbre (§ 2.) seems to imply that it took place when Philip was at war with 
Bynntlum. 

' Philippi Epist § 3. 
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CHAP, question which the people had to consider, was not 
,_.^^.J^ whether Diopithes had acted well or ill, but how they 
might best guard against the danger with which they 
were threatened by Philip's ambition. He wishes to 
make it appear that Diopithes had as nmch right to 
assist the Thracians, as Philip to attack them : for 
though it was not Attic ground that Philip had in- 
vaded, there could be no doubt that he was fighting in 
Thrace for the mastery of Athens. In other respects 
Diopithes had only followed the example of all the 
Athenian generals who had ever commanded merce- 
nary troops ; for none had ever scrupled to levy con- 
tributions from the cities of the coast of Asia. But 
even if it were admitted that Diopithes had violated 
law and justice, the people could at any time both put 
a stop to his misconduct, and punish him for it ; but 
in the present posture of afiuirs to disband the troops 
he had collected, or even to weaken his authority and 
credit by an expression of their displeasure, would be 
to inflict an irreparable injury on themselves. Philip 
was then wintering in Thrace, with a large army: 
and he was credibly reported to have sent for a great 
additional force from Macedonia and Thessaly. Next 
summer, as soon as the periodical North winds ^ set 
in, he might lay siege to Byzantium, which would 
then assuredly come to its senses again, and call upon 
Athens for succour. But if their armament was with- 
drawn from the Hellespont, and these succours were 
to be brought at* that season from Athens, they might 
arrive too late. Or, in the same case, what was there 
to prevent Philip from falling immediately on the 
Chersonesus — from carrying the war into the neigh- 
bourhood of Attica, and renewing his attempts on 
Megara and EuboBa, where he was already but too 
powerful? Prudence required that, instead of dis- 

* The 'Enyo-iai, Dem. Phil, l p. 48. ^Kd^of robs /n^rios . . riyUc &r ii/ius uii 
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•banding and disheartening troops of which they had chap. 
such urgent need, they should raise more to rein- ^^_^«1^ 
force them, and should supply their commander with 
money, which would relieve him from the necessity 
of extorting it elsewhere. They ought to be aware 
that Philip was the implacable enemy of a state to 
which all the other Greeks naturally looked up as a 
champion of freedom ; and that, whether far or near, 
every blow he struck was aimed at Athens. They 
must make up their minds to great sacrifices and 
hard struggles : for this was the price of liberty and 
honour: and not listen to the slavish counsels of 
those who only calculated the expense of a war. It 
was high time to make a stand against their insidious 
and restless foe : if they waited for a declaration of 
war from him, they might see him first — as had been 
the case with Olynthus and Pherae — at their gates. 
The sum of the orator's advice is, that they should 
decree a war- tax, keep up their army — correcting 
nevertheless any abuses which they might discover — 
and send ambassadors to every quarter, to awaken 
the other Greeks to a sense of the common danger, 
and to obtain all the help that could be procured. 
Above all, they must restrain the venality of their 
counsellors by rigorous punishments. There might 
then be a chance of better days : otherwise he saw no 
possibility of deliverance. 

Diopithes retained his command, and it may be 
presumed, after such a mark of his s6vereign's appro- 
bation, was not much more circumspect in his con- 
duct. There can bo no doubt that he had given cause 
for just complaint, and that in his invasion of Thrace, 
at least, if not in his hostilities with Cardia, he had vio- 
lated both the letter and the spirit of the treaty with 
Philip. The wisest, as well as the most honourable, 
course would have been to disavow his proceedings, 
and remove him from his command. Demosthenes, 
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we may be sure, would have been very willing that 
an armament should have been sent under another 
general to supply his place. But he knew that a 
decree to this effect would probably be only so far 
executed as to disarm Diopithes, and to leave the 
Athenian interests near the seat of war unprotected. 
How far he was misled by the fallacy of his own 
reasoning, which appears to a modem reader fla- 
grantly sophistical, we cannot determine. His view 
however of the perilous position of his country is not 
the less sound, and may be admitted as an excuse for 
some indistinctness of ideas as to the precise line of 
separation between offensive and defensive measures. 
No visible change appears to have taken place in the 
state of affairs, when Demosthenes made another ap- 
peal to the people, similar to that which had been 
occasioned by the affair of Diopithes, but in a tone of 
still graver warning, and more stirring exhortation. 
The object of this speech — the third Philippic — is 
simply to rouse the Athenians to action. What may 
have been its immediate occasion — whether an appli- 
cation which had been made by their citizens in the 
Chersonesus for protection^ — we do not know. The 
orator would be sufficiently urged by the intelligence 
of Philip's warlike preparations, and by the approach 
of the season for a new campaign. 

He sets out with the startling assertion, that though, 
in every assembly they had held since the peace, 
Philip's enterprises had been the grand subject of dis- 
cussion, and none could deny the necessity of curbing 
and humbling him, their affairs could not have been 
in a worse condition, if it had been the express object 
of all their deliberations to ruin them. For this 



» As Wlniewskl (p. 176.) suspects, on account of § 87. Droysen (Urk. p. 94.) 
rejects the order in which the oration de Chers. and the third Philippic afe placed 
by Dionysiusad Amm. § 10., and conceives that de Chers. was delivered In the 
spring of 341, some months later than the third Philippic; but, as it appears to 
roe, on very slight and precarious grounds. 
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there might have been many causes ; but it was to be ^^^^• 
ascribed chiefly to the orators, who, either because j , ' » 
their influence depended on the continuance of peace 
— an allusion probably to Eubulus — or, through 
party malice and jealousy, laboured to defend Philip, 
and represented those who endeavoured to counteract 
his designs as the authors of war. If the people 
looked at actions rather than words, they would be 
convinced that Philip had in fact been waging war 
against them from the very beginning of the nominal 
peace ; and they had seen but too many examples — 
as in the case, among others, of Olynthus and the 
Phocians — how little dependence was to be placed 
on his pacific professions. With Athens it was much 
more his interest to dissemble as long as their patience 
or credulity lasted. Wonderful indeed had been the 
growth of his power ; and, in that distracted state of 
Greece, what remained for him to do, to make himself 
master of the whole, was less than he had already 
done. But still more wonderful was the licence 
which had hitherto been granted to hun, as if by 
universal consent — such as had never been assumed 
by either Athens or Sparta in their most flourishing 
period — of dealing with the lives, fortunes, laws, and 
liberty of Greeks, as he would ; and this, which would 
have been intolerable even in a Greek state, was per- 
mitted to a barbarian, whose people had always been 
accounted vile even among barbarians. This could 
never have happened if the ancient spirit of honour 
and patriotism had not so far degenerated, that it had 
almost ceased to be a reproach to public men, to sell 
and be sold. Again, attempts were made to under- 
rate Philip's power, which had been represented as 
less formidable than that of the Lacedaemonians, when 
they were at the head of the Peloponnesian confeder- 
acy. These reasoners forgot the difierence of the 
times, and the modes of warfare : the diflference be- 
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CHAP, tween the military operations of a league which could 
. ^^^' . only keep its forces, all heavy-armed citizens, together 
during a short summer campaign, and those of a 
monarch, who could take the field at all seasons, with 
a host of light troops, and who pushed his conquests 
by means of gold and intrigues, engines unknown to 
the ancient simplicity and virtue. From such an 
enemy they could only be safe while they kept him at 
a distance, and took advantage of the nature of his 
country, which lay so peculiarly open to the attacks 
of a maritime power. They should take warning, 
while it was yet time, from the fate of so many cities, 
which had perished through the readiness ^vith which 
the people had lent an ear to dishonest counsellors. 
If they asked what was to be done, his reply was, that 
they must try to unite the Greeks in a general league 
against Philip. They must send embassies, not only 
to Peloponnesus — where the last had not been fruit- 
less — but to Rhodes and Chios (the old allies of 
Byzantium), and even to the Persian king, who was 
likewise concerned in checking Philip's progress. 
But, above all, it was necessary that, while they 
called upon others for this purpose, they should set 
them an example by their own preparations, and 
should spare neither money, nor ships, nor personal 
service, in a struggle in which they had most to lose, 
and in which it became them to take the lead. 
Athcmian One part at least of this advice appears to have 
been taken. We do not know what other embassies 
were sent : though it is probable that Demosthenes 
was employed at this time in some of his many mis- 
sions : but a negotiation was certainly opened with 
the Persian court, most likely through some of the 
satraps of western Asia ^ : a measure which aflForded 

> Phllipp. IV. § 36. Tbouffh this oration is generally admitted to be spurious, it 
is not witbout historical value. Winiewski (p. 169.) observes of it, Fera orationU 
Demosiheniea parte* cUiquoM continet, ied aliarwn oroHonum lacinii* eomarcinaioM, 
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a topic for much plausible declamation to the orators chap. 
of the Macedonian party, who affected to talk of the . ^^^' - 
Persian king as the common enemy of Greece.^ A 
passage in a letter, which we shall soon have to notice 
again, of Philip to the Athenians, renders it not im- 
probable that Philip was induced by these diplomatic 
movements to send another embassy to Athens, which 
was attended at his request by the ministers of all his 
allies, for the purpose, as he professed, of coming to 
an agreement about the Greeks — that is, perhaps, on 
all matters as to which he was at variance with the 
Athenians : and this may have been the occasion on 
which Demosthenes boasts of having extorted the 
approbation even of the foreign ministers by his con- 
futation of Python.^ Philip might hope by this step 
to gain credit with the Greeks at large for good in- 
tentions, and to counteract the efforts of the Athenian 
envoys. Possibly it may have led him to delay the 
opening of the next campaign. If so, Demosthenes 
accomplished one of the objects which he mentions in 
the third Philippic, as likely to be attained by the 
proposed negotiations : that of gaining time ; which, 
as he observes, in a contest between a state and one 
man was not useless.^ Nevertheless, as it was easy 
to foresee that these discussions would end as so many 
had ended before, there can be no doubt that Philip 
continued his preparations without intermission. In 
the meanwhile he seems to have sent a fleet under the 
command of Alcimus, to recover Halonnesus from the 
Peparethians, who had taken possession of it, and to 
ravage their own island by way of punishment for the 

It Is of little importance for our purpose, whether we adopt this opinion, or 
Brueckner*s, who (p. 276.) thinks it contains traces of historical sources now lost 
He has given a critical analysis of it in an appendix. 

1 u. s. § 38. 

■ This is Brueckner*8 opinion, p. 271. 

* p. 1 29. XP^^^^^ y* ^M'o<^< "^ois trpdryfuuri irti^^ ydp i<m irpbs ttylpa irol o&x^ 
ffV¥wrA<rtis iri\9ws Irxjiiv 6 v6\*fios, oWf toCV Jkxp^frrov. 
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CHAP, obstinacy with which they had refused to restore the 
' other, and the prisoners they took in it. They com- 
plained at Athens of the treatment they had suffered^ 
and an Athenian general was ordered to make reprisals 
on Macedonia.^ 

While Philip was occupied in Thrace, the Atheni- 
ans were gaining some important advantages nearer 
home. About the same time that the Macedonian 
party was overpowered in Megara, a similar faction 
at Eretria prevailed over its adversaries, and expelled 
them from the city. It seems that they then made a 
stand in Porthmus, the Eretrian Pirasus ; for a Mace- 
donian general, Hipponicus, who was sent with 1000 
mercenaries to the aid of their enemies, razed its walls 
to the ground. Three of Philip's partizans, Hippar- 
chus, Automedon, and Clitarchus, then shared the go- 
vernment for a while among them. But repeated at- 
tempts were made to dislodge them, which induced 
Philip to send first Eurylochus, and afterwards Par- 
menio, with fresh reinforcements.^ The supreme 
power seems to have remained at last with Clitarchus 
alone. 

It has been already mentioned, that when Philip was 
threatening Ambracia, the Athenian negotiators in 
Peloponnesus were supported in their attempts to 
bring about a confederacy against him by Callias of 
Chalcis. Callias, it appears, aimed at reducing Euboea 
under his own authority ; and, as he could not expect 
Philip's concurrence in this design, planned a league 
among all the cities of the island for the protection 
of their independence. They were to send their de- 
puties to a congress in Chalcis, where he might expect 
that they would be in a great measure subject to his 
influence. Demosthenes entered into this scheme, 
which held out a prospect of a permanent barrier 

> PhlUppl EpUt. § 12. ■ Dcm, PhU. ui. p. 125. fWL 
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against the Macedonian ascendancy, and induced the chap. 
people not only to consent to it, but to transfer the - 

yearly contributions which they received from Eretria 
and Oreus to Chalcis. Clitarchus, it seems, wished, 
notwithstanding his connection with Philip, to keep 
on good terms with Athens, and was so far considered 
as her ally, that an embassy was sent to him as well as 
to the people of Oreus, to obtain his compliance. The 
project however — which ^schines^ represents as a sig- 
nal proof of dishonesty in Demosthenes, because the 
Athenian treasury was to lose a revenue often talents 
through it — fell to the ground : perhaps partly in con- 
sequence of a revolution which took place not long after 
in Oreus, where the Macedonian faction, with the help 
of Parmenio, became predominant. Their most active 
opponent was that EuphraBUS, Plato's scholar, who 
has been already mentioned ^ as a favourite of Per- 
diccas, and as having given great offence to the 
Macedonian nobles and generals by his injudicious 
zeal for learning. He ventured to impeach Philis- 
tides, the leader of the adverse faction, and some of 
his friends, for treason; but they were already so 
powerful, that they were able to throw him into prison 
as a mover of sedition. Soon after Parmenio appeared 
with his forces before the gates : they were opened 
to him by treachery ; and Philistides with four col- 
leagues assumed the government. The disaffected 
were banished, or put to death. Euphrseus, accord- 
ing to Demosthenes ', kiQed himself: another account 
states, that he fell a victim to Parmenio's inveterate 
hatred.* 

Thus two of the principal cities of the island — one 
of great importance with a view to Attica itself, the 
other threatening Sciathus and other insular posses- 

• Ct«. § 100. ■ VoL v. p. 220. 

' u. >. p. 127. * Carystius in Athensus, xl c. 1 19. 
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sions of Athens ^ — were in the hands of Philip's 
creatures, when he set out on his Thracian expe- 
dition. Demosthenes, in his speech on the affair of 
Diopithes, reproaches the Athenians, in the name of 
the other Greeks, with supineness, for allowing this 
state of things to continue so long, even while Philip 
was engaged at a distance. In the course of the next 
autumn (341) he carried a decree for an expedition 
to EuboBa. Clitarchus and Philistides, despairing of 
timely aid from Philip, endeavoured to avert the 
danger by an embassy to Athens, where iEschines 
entertained their envoys in his house, and perhaps 
pleaded their cause.^ But the expedition was sent, 
and under the command of Phocion, who expelled the 
tyrants from both cities. Yet the chief merit of this 
success seems to have been ascribed to Demosthenes, 
for he was honoured with a golden crown; and 
-3Eschines himself, by the pains he takes to exhibit 
the affair of Callias in the worst light, seems tacitly 
to acknowledge the value of his rival's services toward 
the recovery of the island. This stroke was followed 
up by another. A squadron under the command of 
Callias — whether the Chalcidian, or an Athenian 
general of the same name, is not known® — sailed into 
the gulf of Pagasse, took all the towns on the coast, 
seized the merchant-ships bound for Macedonia, and 
sold the crews as slaves. Decrees were passed by 



* Dem. Chen. § 37. i6o iv ?.h€ol<^ Kari<mi<rt rvpdrvovs, rhf fi^¥ iarean'tKph r^s 
'Arrucris imr^ix^aas, rhv 8* M 2iru£(?^ F. Jacobs translates tn Seiathu»^ and 
observes In tais note : Sciathus is a smail island to the north of Eubcsa. Nothing 
is knoum of a tyrant there from other passages. But it Is clear that hr\ Sicta^ 
has the meaning expressed in the text, though I have not met with any other 
instance of hrntixfii*i¥ M followed by a dative, nor is any given in the large col- 
lection in Hemsterhuis's note on Lucian, i. p. 63. But it is quite in analogy with 
the use of M observed by F. Jacobs himself^ in his note on the Anthol. Pal. 
p. 468., where he remarks, hr\ etiam cum verbis motus dativum adquirit interdum. 
The meaning of Demosthenes is correctly explained by L. v. Jan, in Zimmermann's 
Zeitschri/i, 1845, p. 801. 

« Demosth. de Cor. § 102. 

' Philip. Epist. (§5.) KoXAfa^ 6 irop* lfiu¥ (rrpanfySs. I cannot say that it 
appears to me quite so clear as it did to F. Jacobs (Dem. p. 418.), that this can be 
no other than the tyrant of Chalcis. 
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which the people praised him for these proceedings ; chap. 
but it does not seem that they had been previously i , ' > 
authorised, even if Callias was indeed the general, and 
not simply an independent ally of the commonwealth. 
It appears to have been about the time that the 
Athenians were making their preparations for the 
expedition to Euboea (the summer of 341) that a 
transaction took place at Athens, which, though of 
little importance in itself, deserves notice, as marking 
the temper of the people and the spirit of Athenian 
parties. The facts, so far as they may be gathered 
from allusions of Demosthenes and -Sschines in 
speeches delivered some eleven years after the event, 
were nearly as follows. On some former occasion, 
no doubt, during the sojourn of the Athenian 
embassy at Oreus^ Demosthenes was entertained, 
whether alone or together with his colleagues we 
know not, by a citizen of Oreus named Anaxinus.^ 
In 341, Anaxinus came to Athens, ostensibly, it would 
seem, on mercantile business connected with the 
Ol3rmpic festival of the year (01. cix. 4.), or it may 
be simply on his way home from the Games.^ But 
during his stay at Athens, he excited suspicions 
which led to his being arrested, put to the torture, 
tried, and condemned to death, as a secret emissary 
of Philip. In these proceedings, Demosthenes took a 
leading part. iEschines asserts, that he tortured the 
prisoner with his own hand, and moved the decree 
under which he suflfered capital punishment.* The 

> Vol V. p. 462. 

' .^Isch. Ctes. p. 85. irapii r^ wir^ iv *^^ KOfHtyov^ ical dnh r^r oJr^s rpawi^i^s 
i^igyts ircd Ivicr icai linrcurai, ica2 rV Sc^icb' iyiiSak^s, Mpa ^tKop irol (ckok 

' JE^Yi, u. 8. rw ret dyopdffftara 'OKvfiwtaZi ityopdCotrros, This description 
seems to render it probable that he came to Athens not long either before or after 
the Olympic festival, and so far to confirm the genuineness of the document in 
Dem. de Cor. p. 273., bearing date in Hecatombcon. 

* .£cch. u. B. 9twrp4€Kwras Tp eravrov x*^^t ypd^^ ai^hy Oca^dr^ {iifitwcat . . 
fcal rovTOP iLwdicrttyas, Droysen (Urk. p. 128.) thinks that iar4icT€tyeu may only 
signify an attem|>t which did not take effect. Yit. x. Or. Dem. (Westermann, 
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CHAP, first of these statements may be reasonably suspected 
- of rhetorical exaggeration ; but there seems to be no 
ground for questioning the other. Nor is it at all 
improbable that Demosthenes, when reproached in 
the assembly for his conduct toward his host, should 
have declared, that he valued the salt of the city more 
than the hospitable board} If, as ^schines represents, 
this avowal excited the indignation of the hearers, it 
must have been, we should think, less on account of 
the sentiment itself, than of the circumstances to 
which it was applied. According to Demosthenes, 
Anaxinus was justly convicted of being Philip's spy, 
and was proved to have had a nocturnal interview 
with iEschines at the house of a third person.* -^s- 
chines alleges that the whole charge was forged by 
Demosthenes, for the purpose of averting an accusa- 
tion with which he was threatened by his rival.^ 
Which of these statements, or whether any one of 
them, is true, it is impossible now to decide. But it ap- 
pears that no confession could be wrung from Anaxi- 
nus*, and that no evidence could be found sufficient 
to ground a formal impeachment against ^schines.^ 
What is most difficult to understand in the affair, is 
the principle upon which a private agent of a prince, 
at peace and in alliance with Athens^, even if detected 

p. 289. ) *Ay(<((y^r Tiya ^Cip^irjiv, ^iwop ainod ytyovAra, ffvXXaHinf iiaad^i^fy &s 
KordaKowopf obSiv 5* i^9tw6rra 4}lniif>i<raro roh Hl wapoJiowai ; which rather fitvourt 
the readings io .Sschlnes n>jected by Bekker. 5)r trrp99\i&cas . . iypa^. 

' iEsch. Vi. u im' i/iov KXn$«U ^tyoicrdyos, ob rh iaderifiu ^pH^, &\X' dtr^Kptvm 
i^ f dytiS/rifTtf 6 irjuos koL iaoi i4yot wtpiiaratroM rV 4KK\fi<rlay (^<r$a yi^ robs 
rris v6\tws dkas irtpi wXtlovos iroiiifnuTBat rris ^tviKrjs rpaudjj^ris. 

* That the interview took place by night rests on the document in Dem. de 
Cor. p. 273. Demosthenes himself only says, fA6yos lUv^ trvr^u irol ^icoiyoXoyerro. 

* Vet X. Or. u. s. oWiy i^uirSirra. 

• Boeckh and Winiewski endeavour to explain the singular document in Dem de 
Cor. p. 273., by the supposition that Demosthenes had taken steps for bringing an 
indictment against .£schines as an accomplice of Anaxinus ; but it is certain that 
if it was instituted at all — which Droysen (p. 130.) thinks highly improbable — it 
fell to the ground at a very early stage. 

• It is therefore only by a very bold rhetorical exaggeration that Demotthenet 
a. >. speaks of Anaxinus as ivh rm¥ in\€fi(»p w^ft^drru 
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in prying into state secrets, or in intriguing with . chap. 
Athenian citizens, could have been lawfully tortured . ^^^' . 
and put to death. So far as we are acquainted with 
the facts, the proceeding seems no less foreign to 
Greek usage, than repugnant to common equity and 
humanity.^ 

Philip's personal movements in the year 341, after 
the delivery of the third Philippic, are involved in 
great obscurity. It seems certain that he made no 
attempt on Byzantium at the season when Demo- 
sthenes anticipated one^, and we find no distinct trace 
of his presence elsewhere. 

Diodorus concludes his short account of Philip's 
expedition to Thrace with the words: Wherefore 
the Greek cities (on the Thracian coast), having been 
released from their fears of Cersobleptes^ entered loith 
the greatest readiness into alliance with Philip.^ In 
any other writer one might be surprised to find that 
the transaction in Philip's history, which he relates 
next, is thus described: — Philip growing more and 
more powerful^ marched against PennthuSj which was 
beginning to oppose him, and to lean toward the 
Athenians.^ It is indeed certain that, after the con- 
clusion of his Thracian expedition, he turned his arms 

■ Droysen (p. 135.) thinks that it might be more excusable after the end of the 
campaign in Eubcea, when It must have been generally felt at Athens that a 
declaration of war was near at hand, than half a year earlier. But If it was 
believed that the mission of Anaxinus was Intended to prevent the Athenians 
from recovering their ascendancy in Euboea, while they were preparing their 
expedition to the island, their treatment of him, though certainly not excusable, 
would be intelligible enough. 

* Droysen (u. s. p. 96. foil.) stands, I believe, alone in his conjecture, that 
Philip began the siege of Byiantlum In the autumn of 341, but raised it before his 
attack on Perinthus in the following year. To this supposed tint siege he refers, 
Polyaen. iv. 2. 21., Justin, ix. 1., and Frontin. l 3. 4. But all these passages may 
be at least as well adapted to what Is known of the siege, which began in 340. He 
also thinks that the allusions in Dem. Phil. iii. § 35. ^irl Bv(arrlovs woptiiercu, 
and in Chers. § 68. jrol pw M Bu^dyriop impt6trros, require the supposition, that 
the siege began in the course of the same year In which those speeches were de- 
livered. These passages, indeed, prove that it was regarded as then impending, but 
cannot help to determine when It actually began. And whatever presumption they 
raise is more than rebutted by the silence of the orators, of Philochonis, and in 
fact of all our authorities, on the supposed expedition of 341. 

• XVI. 71. * x^i. 74. 

B 4 
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CHAP, against the Greek cities north of the Hellespont. But 
. ^^^' . whether Perinthus was the first of these which he at- 
tacked, is very doubtful. There seems on the whole 
more reason to believe, that he first laid siege to 
Selymbria, which lay on the coast of the Propontis, 
between Perinthus and Byzantium, and that he was 
occupied with this siege in the autumn of 341, when 
otherwise we should be at a loss to account for his 
inaction. But we are not informed what was the 
occasion or pretext of his hostilities against either 
Selymbria or Perinthus.^ Both were in alliance with 

> The fact that Selymbria was ever besieged by Philip depends, to fiur as it is 
known to us, entirely on the genuineness of a letter of Philip to the Athenians, 
which is cited (de Cor. p. 250. ). Droysen rejects this letter in common with all 
the other documents which purport to have been produced by the orator in that 
speech ; and he has no doubt shown that there are several things, both in the 
form and the matter, which are hard to understand, and perhaps will never be 
fully explained. Bohnecfce, who vindicates the genuineness of all these do- 
cuments — laying down as a fundamental principle that they must all stand or fall 
together — has not condescended directly to notice any of Droysen's arguments. He 
has, however, attempted to meet one objection, which Is perhaps the gravest of all 
which Droysen has urged ; but in a way which will hardly be thought to remove 
it Droysen (p. 115.) contends that the terms of the extant letter are incon- 
sistent with the orator's remarks on that which was actually read. Demosthenes 
observes that Philip in the letter brings no charge against him, but accuses other 
persons of endeavouring to draw the people into a fresh war with Macedonia (§ 76.) 
o^iy edriuTcu 4fik inr\p rw woXd/iov, AWois iyK<i\uy ; and § 79. irravBa oidofiov 
AiifJuxrBfimiy y4ypaif>tw, ohK cdrloM oii^cfjiiay Ken' ifAov), Tet in the letter no otlier 
persons are accused by name, or under any description, which might not include 
Demosthenes himself (raiha avytrdx^ > . . ^6 riycty dpx6rrt»¥ «ca2 kripmv, Idm- 
tSp t^iy yvy 6trr»y, ix irayrhs 9k rpSwov fiovKofjiipo»y rhy fi^fioy . . rhp wSK^fuv cUoi- 
Aa^ctv). Bohnecke*8 solution of this difficulty is to suppose that these words 
contain an innuendo so plain, that Demosthenes might refer to it Just as he would 
have done if the names of the persons signified had been given (p. 485. eos 
autem oratorei qui pottea decreta de repetendit navipiia cotucn'psermtt^ etiam man' 
data iUa de auxiiio Selymbrianh fertndo navarcho dedisse perquam veriaimiU est ; 
hot igitur repem innmere Demottkenes contendit). In this explanation there are 
two glaring defects. Even if that which is said to be perquam verisimUe was not 
merely probable, but certain, it would not be at ail the clearer that Philip meant 
to allude to this fact; and even if it was certain that he meant to allude to the 
authors of the decrees, his language would nevertheless include Demosthenes also. 
This difficulty, therefore, remains unmitigated by Bohnecke*s remark. On the 
other hand, it may be questioned whether the difficulty would have been likely to 
arise, if the letter had been a forgery, and whether the contents of the letter would 
not in that case have been better fitted to the text of the speech. But in any 
case I should be slow to believe that the allusions in the decrees and the letter to 
persons and places are mere fisbrlcations, and therefore think it safe to assume the 
siege of Selymbria as a Act, and it only remains to ascertain its date. Boeckh 
places it in the autumn of 341, arguing mainly flrom the silence of Philochorus, on 
which I should not be disposed to lay so much stress. Mr. Clinton and Bohnecke 
refer it to the autumn of 340. But Bohnecke entirely r^ects the ground on which 
Mr. Clinton rests his con lusion, which is Ulpian*s opinion that the last Philippic 
was delivered in answer to the letter in which Philip alludes to the siege of Se- 
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Byzantium ; and Philip had not yet come to an open chap. 



rupture with the latter city, if we may rely on a 

lymbria. The arguments, however, with which he combats Boeckh's opinion, do not 
appear to me to have much force, either severally or collectively. 1 will briefly 
notice them according to his own enumeration. 

1. Bohnecke, with Mr. Clinton (App. p. 223.), conceives that Boeckh*s opinion 
is contradicted by the testimony of Philochorus in Dionys. £p. i. ad Amm. 11., 
who says that in the archonship of Theophrastus, Philip first attacked Perinthus, 
and failing in that attempt laid siege to Byxantium (rh fiky wpcrroy dyairKt{Mrcts 
TltplyB^ itpo(ri%aX9¥, k, t. A. ). But I do not see how this is at all inconsistent 
with the fact of his having besieged Selymbria in the autumn of the preceding 
archon. Nor do I understand Mr. Clinton's reasoning when he says, Now if 
Philip, dyaw\t6<ras, Bailing northwards^ attempted Perinthus after midsummer 340, 
he was not engaged in besieging Selymbria eight months before, in autumn 341. 
It seems to me an unwarrantable inference from the term dyawKt^aas, even if it 
was necessary to interpret it sailing northwards, to collect that Philip's fleet had not 
been in the same waters and north of Perinthus the year before. The rh nkv 
irpciro¥ merely describes the order of events in the year of Theophrastus. 

2. Philip's silence as to the siege of Selymbria in his long letter of complaint 
received at Athens in the spring of 340. Bohnecke argues that, if this letter had 
been subsequent to the siege of Selymbria, Philip would not have failed to upbraid 
the Athenians with the injury they had offered him in sending succour to the 
Selymbrians (^sane auxHium Sdymbrianis latum non silentio prctteriisset), and 
with his own magnanimity in restoring their triremes. But he seems to have 
overlooked the fact, that no succours were actually brought to Selymbria on this 
occasion ; that the ostensible ol^ect of the Athenian expedition was entirely dif- 
ferent and harmless ; and that Philip could only defend his own proceeding in the 
intercepting of the squadron, on the ground of his belief that the Athenian com-, 
mander meant to act, not according to his ofl^cial instructions, but on an illegal 
and criminal engagement which he had entered into with a party at Athens. 
Under such circumstances it does not appear surprising that Philip should have 
abstained flrom alluding to a transaction in which — at Athens at least — the 
wrong was supposed to be clearly on his side, and to amount to an open breach of 
the treaty ; while, on the other hand, the restoration of the triremes enabled him 
to say with substantial truth (§18.), rwy rpffipwv d^ea-x^foiy, especially as the 
seixure was represented as a simply precautionary, not a retaliative measure. And 
hence the correspondence which Bohnecke flnds between this measure and the 
threat at the end of the latter, 6/*as dfiwovfAot lurk rov ^ucalov, appears to me 
very questionable. 

3. Demosthenes (de Cor. p. 250.) produces Philip's letter on the siege of Se- 
lymbria, to prove that Philip himself did not charge him with having been the 
author of hostile proceedings ; and accounts for Philip's silence as to himself from 
the fkct, that the king could not have alluded to the public measures of Demo- 
sthenes without reminding the Athenians of his own aggressions ; and he then 
proceeds to illustrate his assertion by recalling to mind how he had counteracted 
Philip's aggressive attempts in Peloponnesus, in Euboea, in Chersonesus, and at 
Byxantium {robs iroirrSKovs dir4<rreiXa ircUT ots Xc/^^^Kijo-or i<r^^ oral BvCiyrioy). 
Hence Bohnecke infers that the deliverance of Byzantium must have preceded the 
siege of Selymbria. To me it appears that there was no reason why, in the enu- 
meration of such cases, the orator should have confined himself to those which 
occurred before the date of the letter. His main ol^ect was to show that his own 
policy throughout had been defensive, opposed to a series of aggressions on Philip's 
part ; and he wished to make it appear that Philip himself was conscious of this 
being the case. But this was only an incidental corroboration which could not be 
allowed to limit the extent of his argument, which is proposed in the words (§ 98.), 
rointiw y^p (rwv dZiKtifjdrtfy o^oD) fix6firiy iyit koI rovrois ^Kovrio^M^v. 

4. The seizure of the Athenian squadron, which gave occasion to Philip's letter, 
is, as Bohnecke thinks, represented by Demosthenes as having occurred at no long 
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CHAP, statement of Demosthenes, which implies that he 
. ^^' ' only declared war against it just before he besieged 

interval before FhUip's ezpeditioii to Greece, which is connected with it by the 
words (de Cor. § 177.)« &AX* /irci8^ ^KU^tpus ff8i} rii wXoTd iataiXirro^ Xc^^^njcror 
iwopBtero, iw\ rifp 'Arrud^y htop^M ip0fwwos, Bohnecke conceives the two events 
first alluded to to have been nearly simultaneous, and only about six months prior 
to the last Without laying any stress on the tense of itrta^Xirro, I would observe 
that the relative distance of the events was wholly immaterial to the orator's pur- 
pose, which was merely to mention some of the most conspicuous acts of hostility 
committed by Philip. But I also doubt that the words rii wXom itrte^krrro refer 
exclusively, or even principally, to the seixure of the squadron under Laomedon. 
I believe that they were at least meant to comprehend an allusion to those piratical 
operations, by which Philip is said to have recruited his finances when exhausted 
l^ the siege of Byzantium, and in which he collected 170 prizes of merchant 
vessels (Justin, ix. 16), no doubt In great part belonging to Athens. Bohnecke 
himself (p. 481.) supposes that the objject of the expedition of Laodamas was to 
protect the Athenian com ships, while the sea was thus infested by Philip's 
cniizers. But if so, it seems strange that the Athenians should have addressed 
no remonstrance to Philip on that sul^ect ; and still more so that Philip, while 
conscious of such violent proceedings, should have addressed them in such a tone 
of magnanimous forbearance, and have made complaints which he must have known 
might so easily and justly be retorted upon himself. 

6. Tbere is evidence (Bohnecke thinks) that Philip, after he had begun the 
siege of Byzantium, and when he was on the point of raising it, attacked several 
of the smaller towns in alliance with Byzantium : thus confirming the supposition 
that the siege of Selymbria took place at this time. The inference would be pre- 
carious even if the premises were certain. But the supposed evidence consists of 
two passages which are totally foreign to the purpose. One is Diodor. xvi. 77.» 
where we read that Philip KorcatXaytU rp avvBpofjt^ rwv 'EAA^kwk, r^v woKutpKlay 
Twy ir6k9wy IXvcrc — clearly alluding to Perinthus and Byzantium, whose aflkirs 
Diodorus had dismissed in the preceding chapter with the words, rk /A^y wtpl 
HtpipBiovs Ktd Bv^aKr/ov5 iv roinois 1i¥. The other is what he calls Potyani 
notiticit being an account of a stratagem (Polysen. iv. 2. 21.) by which Philip 
induced the allies of the Byzantians to withdraw their forces from Byzantium. 
By the reports of deserters sent among them for the purpose, he led them to believe 
that he was besieging and on the point of reducing their own cities ; and to confirm 
the report he made a show of sending detachments of troops in various directions 
{^aytphs ^¥ litaw4fi'wwy fUpTi rris crparias iWo hWaxV *'* S^m^iriy, obx iwl wpa^ip) -, 
that he actually laid siege to any of these cities is neither said nor intimated. But 
if he did, it would seem that Selymbria could not have been one of them, as it was 
to all appearance attacked in earnest 

6. Si SdymbricB obtidionem ad annum OL cix. 4. (341 B. c.) retrahaM, maxime 
offendit, quod Athenientti huic urbi, qua Byzantih dbnoxia erat^ auxilium tulerumt, 
tune enim Phiiippus Byzantio* ipso$ nondum adortug erai, needum hi cum Atheni- 
enaihuM Mocietatem inierunt. This is also one of Droysen's oltJections to the 
genuineness of the letter and the decrees (p. 103. Bedenklicher uf, dass Athen der 
von Byzaniiem betetzten Stadt aoUte Hulfs peleittet haben, bevor der Kriey erUdrt 
und mil Byzanz Verhindung geschlouen war). It Is really surprising that neither 
he nor Bohnecke should have observed that Athens sent no succours on this 
occasion to Selymbria. It was only a surmise of Phillp*s that the commander of 
the expedition, sent avowedly for a different purpose, intended to make an attempt 
to relieve Selymbria ; but at any rate this was no more than a private unauthorised 
undertaking, which PhUip himself attributed not to the state, but to the intrigues 
of a party. 

Bbhnecke's 7th and last argument is reproduced from Corslni, who had 
pointed out (F. A. i. p. 352.) that one of the decrees contemporaneous with the 
siege of Selymbria bears date in a year in which the tribe Hippothoontis presided 
in the month Boedromion, and that this was likewise the case in the year in which 
the trierarchic law of Demosthenes was passed. Now this law was passed in 340. 
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it.^ It seems most probable, that, as his expedition chap. 



was undoubtedly viewed by the Greek cities in this 

01 CT. I. Unless therefore, by a most singular chance, the tribe Hippothoontis 
presided In the same month in two successive yean, the decree, and consequently 
the siege of Selymbria, must be referred to the same year, 340. Thb is un- 
doubtedly the strongest of all Bohnecke*s arguments, or rather the only one which 
has some weight; and Boeckh does not appear to have Justly appreciated its 
force. It cannot be denied that It raises a difficulty in the way of his opinion ; 
but still not, I think, one so great as those which beset the supposition of any 
other date than that which he assigns to the siege of Selymbria. Mr. Clinton 
(p. 223.) cites with approbation the following statement of the course of events: 
— Philip laid siege to Perinthua, ^. Meanwhile oburving that $upplie» reached 
Perinthus prineipally through the Selymbriant, whom he had not before treated at 
enemtes, he tent a body of troopt to blockade their town. To me this explana- 
tion appears very unsatisfactory on two grounds : 1st, the foct on which it rests— 
that "supplies reached Perinthus principally through the Selymbrians** — is 
itself a mere conjecture, for which there is not a shadow of authority, though it is 
stated by the writer as a notorious fact ; and 2nd]y, if Philip was engaged in the 
siege of Perinthus when he intercepted the squadron under Laomedon, it is strange 
that he should have justified that proceeding on the ground that the expedition 
was really destined to relieve Selymbria ; as if it was not much more likely to have 
been directed to Perinthus, which was both nearer and more important . So 
Winiewski justly observes (p. 190.): Simtd eum Selymbria Perinthum etiam 
obtettam non concetterim^ quippe tum Perinthiit potiut auxilia ab Athenientibut 
ftrenda fuittent ea, qua Srlymbrianit mitta ette Philipput contendit in epittola. 
The silence of Diodorus and Philochorus as to any siege between those of Perinthus 
and Bysantiuro, is also of some moment But still, improbable as this conjecture 
is, I would adopt it in preference to Bohnecke*s, who supposes the siege of 
Selymbria to have been undertaken after Philip's defeat before Byzantium. This 
seems to me absolutely inconceivable, if the letter and decrees relating to the 
sdiure of the squadron under Laomedon are genuine. If the Athenians had 
already sent succours to Byzantium, how could Philip write as if they would not 
avow a.design of relieving Selymbria ? and how, under such circumstances, could the 
Athenians complain of the capture of their galleys, or expect them to be restored ? 
It seems evident that this transaction belongs to a time when they had no reason 
to apprehend such an act of hostility. And this appears to me to be most in 
accordance with the manner in which Demosthenes introduces his allusion to it 
(De Cor. p. 249. ). He had spoken a little before of Philip's enterprises in Eubcea 
and the Hellespont, and finally of the siege of Byzantium, as violations of the 
treaty {'w6rtpoy ravra wdyra roi&y ^Ucti koI wopctnr^vSci iral (\ve r V c^^vy}*' ^ 
oft) ; then, after urging the necessity of resistance, he proceeds : ical /a^ r^i^ 
cJj^rify 7* iKfiyos l\v<rc ri ir\o7a ?^€<&if, obx h it^KiSy Aiox^'^' If that had been 
a later occurrence, this would have amounted to an admission, that the preceding 
assertion was an exaggeration, and the orator would probably have taken care to 
add a few words (c^ ical /a^ wpSrtpoy, &AA' odv) to indicate that this was only a 
concession made for argument's sake, to give his adversary every possible advantage. 
It is after this that he enters at large on the history of the siege of Byzantium 
(p. 254. iwtiS^ rolyvy, k. r. A. ), and relates that Philip called on the Byzantians to 
join him in his war with Athens (ii^lov orvfiwoKt/jLtiy rhv rpbs bfias ir<JA«/ioy) : 
which seems to imply that fXurc r^v clp^njy was then a past event But Droyscn 
unduly presses these words, when he infers from them that war was decbired im- 
mediately after, and hence concludes (p. 115.) that Philip's letter could not have 
contained a promise to restore the ships. Here, as before in fXvc t^f ctp^i^y, 
Demosthenes is only describing the hostile character, not the immediate effect, of 
Philip'^ acts. Bohnecke (p. 490. ) thinks it unlikely that Philip should have 
begun with an attack on Selymbria. But this is only an argument iVom our 
ignorance of the circumstances. The state of our information does not enable us 
to judge of Philip's motives. 

' De Cor. § 109. wap^KOdiw M Sf4'"lf BvCarrtovs . . . ii^tov ffvfiiroktfituf rhy 
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siege of 
SeljrmbriA. 



quarter with very different feelings from those which 
Diodorus attributes to them, they did not rest mere 
passive spectators of his progress, but endeavoured 
in some way or other to oppose it, either by succours 
furnished to the Thracian princes, or by some co- 
operation with Diopithes. It appears that while the 
siege of Selymbria was proceeding, an Athenian 
squadron of twenty ships was sent under the com- 
mand of Laomedon, with the avowed object of con- 
voying the corn-ships coming from the Euxine^ to 
Lemnos. Philip was apprised of its approach, and 
suspecting — perhaps with good ground — that it 
was designed to carry succours to Selymbria, or- 
dered his admiral Amyntas to intercept it; and it 
was accordingly carried into a Macedonian port. As 



fitiXOi^fuir* huarhaas iiro\i6pK9u 

* §90. iw\ r^y tow trlrov wapawofjLwiiv §ts 'EWiiarwoyrov — more definitely In 
Philip*! letter (§ 95. )» t6v crirop irapaardfir^yra 4k tov 'E\Xii<nr6irrw tls H^iavov, 
That a squadron sent for such a purpose should have been directed to proceed no 
fkrther than the Hellespont, appeared to Droysen (p. 116.) both strange in Itself, 
and hard to reconcile with the supposition that the real ot^ect of the expedition 
was to relieve Selymbria. Bbhnecke (p. 481. n. 4.) observes: Nola HdluponH 
noiionem apud Tzetzem, ChiL i. 837. qui dieit (I sultJoin the text of Tzetxes), *Ek 
T^s *A€6tiou r&y <rr9¥&¥ koX rScv if iiifftf wdyrwy M4xpi yt^^pM BXMxtpy&i' (in the 
Golden Horn) 'CAA^cnrorros KaKtirai, But it would have been more to the 
purpose, if he had shown that 'EWiianromos was used In this sense in the time of 
Demosthenes. The very name of Blachenue might suggest a suspicion that this 
extension of the original meaning belongs to the times of Constantinople, not of 
Byzantium, and there is great reason to doubt that it was generally recognised even 
in the age of Txetzes. For Eustathius, writing a little later in the same century, 
seems not to have been aware of this usage. He only raises the question (ad Dion. 
Per. p. 111. Bemhardy), ffrc rhy 'EAA^<nroKroy koI rriv Upowoyrlia tts ty rt mva- 
Xciirr^v, fj fuiWoy /Atrii rhv irXari}K Alytuoy rpla ravra Bop€i6r*pa ptfrioy (the 
Hellespont, the Propontls, and the Bosphorus), fx« 7^ V^*^^^**' ravra Sick ro^s 
wa\aiov5, &¥ ol fUy /i6ya r& «car& 2riffrhy koX "AMoy 'EAA^inroKroy tJwoy, ol B4 iral 
iKriy r^y Jlpomyrllia, ol Bi fi^pos ri ainijs rh iyrhs HtpiyBov r^ 'EWri<rw6yT^ &W- 
ptt/iay. But Bemhardy (p. 867. ) observes : Quod autem ait, 8Xi}y r^y Tlpowoy- 
riia, in eo tettem idoneum (nisi Lydua de Magg, Ram, iii. 62. oh rov ^woKttfityov 
rp ir^Xffi irop0fiov oi/x 'EAAi^rr^vrov aifturatrros, suffieii') desideramuM : nam Polybii 
quitlem narratio Kbro iv. (44.) itiam non admittit interpretationenu Polybius 
says: Whether you are Mailing with a south wind from the HeUetpont, or with 
the Etesiane from the Euxine toward* the Hellespont, the navigation is both direct 
and easy along the coast of Europe from Byzantium to the straits of the Proponti* 
at AbyduM and Sestus, and thence in Hhe manner bach to Byzantium. The 
expansion of the Hellespont into the Propontls (and the .Sgean) was suggested — 
as Eustathius indicates u. s. — by a misconception of the epithet which Homer 
applied to the Hellespont as a river, wKarby 'EAA^tnroKroy, and was probably little 
heard of before the Alexandrian period, and then only in literature. 
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the decree under which Laomedon had sailed, related chap. 

XLV 

only to the professed purpose of his expedition, it is ' 

probable that the seizure appeared to the people an 
unprovoked outrage, and excited vehement indigna- 
tion. An embassy was decreed to be sent to Philip, 
to demand restitution. But the decree, if that which 
we have is genuine, was drawn up with great caution 
and moderation, and with an evident desire to avoid 
a rupture. It directed the envoys to inquire, whether 
Am}mtas had acted in ignorance, and in that case to 
assure the king that the people was willing to over- 
look the mistake ; and, if it appeared that Laomedon 
was in fault, to punish him as he might deserve. On 
the other hand, if there had been a wilful aggression 
on the part of Philip or his admiral, the envoys were 
to write home for farther instructions, that the people 
might deliberate on the course which it became it to 
adopt. The author of this decree was one Eubulus, 
a person otherwise totally unknown to history ; but 
its contents were such as might very well have pro- 
ceeded from the celebrated statesman of the same 
name.^ The envoys brought back a letter from 

' Tlie celebnted Eubulus was of the deme Anaphlfstus; the author of the 
decree, of Coprus (EMovAof Myiitrt04ov K6wpios)t a deme very rarely mentioned, 
though well ascertained (see Boeckh, C. x. i. p. 216.), and so by its rarity helping 
to oonflrm the genuineness of the document Droysen, however (p. 104.), thinks 
it perfectly clear, that when Demosthenes (§92.) says, rovro rh ^p^^urfta EMovAos 
iyp€B^y, o&c fy^ he can have meant no one but the celebrated Eubulus. But as 
the decree containing the description of its author had just been read, the orator 
had no need to distinguish him by the addition of his deme. Bohnecke (p. 479.) 
gives a different reason for the omission : Demottheneg demoticum nomen non 
addidit, nemo autem audieiUium de celeberrimo Anaphljfttio eogitare pohtit, quo^ 
niam hie PhUippi partibu* favit. But this appears to me a very unsatisfactory 
reply to Droysen's ot^ectlon ; for the pacific character of the decree is quite in hai^ 
mony with the political sentiments of the Anaphlystian. By a singular coin- 
cidence, the second decree bears the name of Aristophon as its author. Tet this 
again was not the renowned Aristophon 6 ^ACnint^s, but 6 KoXAvrcvf, a person 
who is nowhere else expressly mentioned with this addition, though Ruhnken 
(Hist. Crft Orr. Or. p. zlvi.) believes him to be meant in other passages. Droysen, 
on the other hand, contends (p. 1 14.) that the decree is the only authority for his 
existence, and that Demosthenes, when he speaks of two decrees moved on this 
occasion by Aristophon (rh <^|f}j *Af>i(rro^y, cJet 'Hyi^inwwos, tlra 'Apurro^y 
wiUiv), means the Aienian, and consequently that the decree is a forgery. Boh- 
necke (p. 432. n. 3.) observes : Ctkberrimut AzenientU etiamsi hoc tempore non 
faio functus erat, tamen propter atatem nimi* ^randem mm amplius re$publicat 
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CHAP. Philip, in which he told the people, that they must 
. ^^' > be very simple if they supposed he was not aware 
that the ships had been sent for the relief of Selymbria, 
though Laomedon had received no public orders to 
that eflfect, and had only acted in secret concert with 
some individuals — magistrates and private citizens 
— who desired to kindle a war by which they hoped 
to profit. He would restore the ships, and, if the 
Athenians would no longer allow their leading men 
to pursue a tortuous policy, but would visit it with 
marks of their displeasure, would endeavour on his 
part to preserve the peace.^ This letter exhibits a 
remarkable contrast to the tone of the Athenian de- 
cree, and it is difficult to understand how, with such a 
proof of the people's pacific disposition before his eyes, 
Philip could have used such language^ — since the 

adminiUravit. Droysen (u. 8. ) thinks that his age (he was then about ninety), 
need not have prevented him from taking part in public business, as other Athenian 
statesmen continued to do at a very advanced period of life. At least we may 
venture to say, that it would not account for Demosthenes using his name, without 
any addition, to describe a much less notable person, unless where the circum- 
stances of the case plainly precluded the possibility of a mistake. But here, as 
before, since the decree in which the Colyttlan is named was immediately about 
to be read, the addition might seem superfluous. 

*E^ 0o6Kil<rO€ fiii hrtrphrtuf rois irpo9<miK6ffi» byMV KOKoifi^s woXirc^caOcu, 
JU\' iwnifiSrtf irtipdnrofuu xityit HuupvKdrrtuf r^v tlfriirriif. 

' Bohnecke appears to have felt this difficulty ; but the coi^ecture by which he 
tries to get rid of it, is not only violent and improbable in itself but, even if ad- 
mitted, does not answer his purpose. He recognises the cautious character of the 
decree of Eubulus, but supposes that the people was afterwards induced to use 
peremptory and threatening language. He observes (p. 483. ) : EubuU de navibus 
repetendU p$ephitma eauHus teriptum trot ; hoc leffotU primum regi perftrendum 
trot i oratore* antem jlrutopho, Heffuipptu, Philoerate9, CephiiophOf alii rem aeriter 
pertequtiti tunt ; et popuUs UgatU aUa deereta mandatte videtur, regi trudenda, H 
noH oMtinuo poshdaiioni eatitfaeeret, aul earn omnino denegaretf hate autem infee- 
iiui teripta fuisse non dubito ; videtur populue regi exprobratae, quod raptie navigiis 
paeem violarit, et minatus esse .* m vt reeepturoe ease qua jure ii» denegaret : eimul 
Ugati (Jtegatoe) mandata aeeeptMae eonjieere Ueet duct copih in Hdheponto pntfetito 
perftratda. This appears to me too much like turning history into a romance. 
The coi^Jecture is perfectly needless, as the other decrees may very well have related 
to precautionary measures, to be taken with a view to the contingency of an unsa- 
tisftctory answer from Philip. But it is also glaringly inconsistent with the lan- 
guage and argument of Demosthenes. His object is to show that in this afikir 
measures of a warlike tendency were moved by others, while he had no share in 
them. Now it is certainly singular enough that with this view he should have read 
a decree such as that of Eubulus, and the other perfectly neutral document which 
he calls the decree of Aristophon. But it Is quite incomprehensible that he 
should have done this, if the other decrees, whose authors he names without citing 
the documents themselves, were of the character «imnrMi»d by Bohnecke. 
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restitution of the ships proves that he did not wish chap. 
to precipitate an open breach — unless we suppose • 

that he was conscious of having committed an un- 
provoked aggression, and sought to justify it by a 
groundless imputation. 

With information so scanty as that which we pos- b.c.34i. 
sess vdth regard to the siege of Selymbria, leaving, p*J* j**^^^ 
as it does, no light doubt on the fact itself, it seems 
useless to offer any conjecture as to its duration or 
result, or as to the way in which it was connected 
with that of Perinthus. It appears to have been 
early in the following spring (340), that Philip began 
the siege of Perinthus.^ He expected perhaps that 
Perinthus would prove an easier conquest than Byzan- 
tium, and would aid him greatly in the reduction of 
the more powerful city. It was however extremely 
strong by nature — being built on an isthmus, in the 
form of a theatre, on a series of terraces rising from 
the sea, which washed it on two sides — and well 
fortified.* The co-operation of a fleet was necessary 
for the siege, and the Macedonian admiral was ordered 
to sail into the Propontis. It was however discovered, 
or suspected, that the officer, probably Chares, who 
commanded an Athenian squadron in the Hellespont, 
was preparing, in concert with Diopithes, to oppose 
his passage through the streights, and had called 
upon the Byzantians for aid.^ In this intelligence, or 
surmise, Philip found a pretext for sending a body of 

' So Diodoros (zvi. 76. )t referring the beginning of the sieges both of Perinthus 
and Brnntlum to the archonship of Nicomachus. Philochoms (Dion, ad Amm. 
ell.) apparently places both in the year of the following archon, Theophrastus, 
OL ex. 1. But Boeckh ( St. der Ath. iv. 1 4. ) shows that Philochoms may very well 
have meant the same thing as Diodorus. Mr. Clinton, when he remarks (p. 223.), 
PkHochorui detemunei the aieges of Perinthus and Byzantium to the year of 
Theojfhroituat which refutes Mr. Boeckh, who places the commencement of those 
sieges at the preceding year, takes no notice of Boeckh*s reasons. Bbhnecke 
likewise places the commencement of both sieges early in the spring of Nicomachus; 
certainly not because he either overlooked or undervalueid the testimony of 
Philochoms. 

* Diodorus, ZTL 76. * Philippi Epist § 17. 
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CHAP, troops into the Chersonesus, to protect the passage of 
' . his fleet ; and of course did not withdraw them after 
this had been effected. Perinthus however made an 
obstinate resistance. Though Philip's army was too 
strong to be met in the field, it appears that the 
besieged were not driven within their walls without 
a hard struggle^ ; and when the engines had made a 
breach in the outer inclosure, which admitted the 
Macedonians into the town, they had only reached 
the foot of a new rampart, loftier and more solid than 
the last, formed by a line of houses standing on 
higher ground, and connected together by walls 
carried across the intervening streets ; and this but 
the lowest range in a series of similar barriers. Ne- 
vertheless Philip's superiority in numbers, and, per- 
haps we may add, in engines of the newest invention, 
might have enabled him to overcome all these ob- 
stacles, if the city had been left to its own resources. 
But it was supplied with troops and ammunition by 
the Byzantians ; the Persian court, roused perhaps 
by the representations of Athens, ordered the satraps 
of the western coast to make the most strenuous ex- 
ertions in its behalf: and Philip could not prevent 
them from introducing a body of mercenaries, under 
the command of an Athenian named ApoUodorns^, 
together with arms, money, provisions, and stores of 
ac.d4o. all kinds. He now found the difficulties of the un- 
stegeof dertaking so much increased, that he was obliged to 
abandon all hope of immediate success, and turned 
his views toward another quarter. This was quite 
natural: but the step which he took next was one 
which could so little have been expected, that, if it 
was not so fully attested, it would hardly have been 
thought credible. He divided his forces, and leaving 

1 Plutarch (Alex. 70.) mentions a sally and a t>attle in which Antigenes lost 
an eye. 

« Pans, 1. 29. 10. 
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one half, under some of his ablest generals, to carry chap. 
on the siege, or at least the blockade, of Periiithus, * 

led the other in person against Byzantium. He had 
probably excellent reasons for this movement; but 
for us it is not easy to perceive or conjecture them. 
It has been asked whether, if he had been detained 
several months by the resistance of Selymbria, he 
could have hoped to overcome that of Perinthus and 
Byzantium?^ But it is at least as difficult to ex- 
plain how, when his forces had proved inadequate to 
the conquest of Perinthus, he could have expected 
that one half would suffice for that of the larger and 
more powerful Byzantium, the sovereign of the con- 
federacy, a city strongly fortified 2, with a double wall 
of uncommon height and solidity on the land side, 
and possessing a navy only second to that of Athens, 
and decidedly superior to his own.^ But an anecdote 
has been preserved, which, whether trustworthy or 
not, may suggest one not improbable mode of ac- 
counting for Philip's conduct. When he was finally 
compelled to raise the siege, he is said to have sent a 
letter, in which he informed the Byzantians, that he 
could have taken their city at the first assault, if he 
had been willing to pay the price demanded by Leon, 
the citizen in whom at this time they placed their 
chief confidence. The charge, lightly believed by 
the multitude, excited, we are told, a popular tumult 
against Leon, and drove him to lay violent hands on 
himself* That Leon was guilty of such treason is, 
from all we know of his character, less probable than 

' Botanecke, p. 490. Quum rex poterttiuimag HeUesponti (?) eivitates PtriulAum 
el Byzantium tubigere velUt, quo Jure hoc tperare pUuUiet^ si circa parti oppidi 
muroB »ex menset fuetiuetf 

' Pausanias (iv. 31. 5.) classes the walls of Byzantium with those of the Phocian 
Ambrysus and Rhodes, as the strongest he had seen, next to those of Messene. 

' CUuMC Byzantii* par non fuit multo mari imperantilnu, quoted from Dionys 
Byi. (or Gyllius), ap. Hudson Geogr. Min. in. p. 7. by Bohneclce (p. 470. ), who 
in this part of his work has collected several interesting details relating to this 
siege of Bysantium. 

* Suidas, A4vv. Bbhnecke, p. 471. 

VOL. VI. JF 
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CHAP, that Philip should have descended to a fiedse accu- 
^ , ' p satioD. But it is not at all unlikely that the king 
may have received offers from some other quarter, 
which encouraged him to believe, that, if he appeared 
suddenly before Byzantium, he might make himself 
master of it at a blow, or at least might enable his 
partizans in the assembly to gain the consent of the 
people to his overtures, in which he called upon the 
Byzantians to enter into an alliance, both defensive 
and offensive, with him against Athens.^ This pro- 
posal however was rejected, and he then proceeded 
to invest the city on the land side, and conscious of 
his naval inferiority, threw a bridge across the har- 
bour to secure his communication with the northern 
shore.* It appears that he once very nearly suc- 
ceeded in effecting an entrance, under cover of a dark 
night, through a mine carried under the wall, and 
was only repulsed through the occurrence of an ex- 
traordinary meteoric radiance, apparently northern 
lights, which revealed the danger while there was yet 
time to avert it. We also hear of a victory in a sea- 
fight gained over Philip's admiral Demetrius by the 
Byzantians; but whether before or after they had 
been reinforced, as will presently be related, by suc- 
cours from Athens and other allied cities, we are 
unable to determine. 
Philip's Between two powers whose mutual relations and 

mtniferto. measurcs were so decidedly hostile, peace had mani- 
festly become a mere empty name. Philip was 
probably convinced that a war with Athens was un- 
avoidable: and he can hardly have supposed that 
reasonings or expostulations could^ now alter the 
course of the Athenian policy; yet, as it appears, 

I Dem. de Cor. (§ 109.). 

" For this and the following purtlcfilan pr twi ltd by Hesychiot Mileaius In 
Origg. Conttantinop. and Dionjrt. Byi. ap. Hadaon, iii. p. 14., and Steph. Byi. 
B6arwopos, I am indebted to Bbhnrcke , u. s. 
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fioon after he had laid siege to Byzantium, he sent a chav. 
manifesto in the form of a letter to the Athenians, < , ' > 
complaining of the aets by which they had violated 
the treaty. There can be little doubt that his object 
in this remonstrance was partly to impress the whole 
of Greece with a favourable opinion of his own good 
faith, patience, and moderation, but chiefly to afford 
materials and arguments for the orators who would 
plead his cause at Athens, whose efforts, even though 
they should not avert the war, might procure a delay, 
which at this juncture would have been extremely 
convenient to him. 

The genuineness of this paper has been questioned, 
but, it seems, without any good ground. It was 
very likely drawn up by Philip himself, and may be 
considered as a fair specimen of the correctness and 
elegance with which he wrote the language : nor does 
it contain anything unsuited to his circumstances, or 
unworthy of his reputation as a statesman. 

He b^fins with a complaint, that the many em- 
bassies which he had sent for the maintenance of the 
peace had all proved fruitless, and assigns this as the 
reason which had determined him to exhibit the in- 
juries he had suffered from them in one clear state- 
ment. He first alleges that a herald named Nicias 
had been carried off from his dominions to Athens, 
and that the people, instead of punishing this out- 
rage, had detained Nicias ten months in custody, and 
had ordered the letters with which he was charged 
to be read from the bema.^ They had permitted the 
Thasians to harbour the galleys of the Byzantians, 
and even pirate vessels. They had sanctioned the 
inroads made upon his territory by Diopithes, the 
seizure of Amphilochus, and the aggressions of Cal- 

> Among them may have been that directed to Olympias, which the people would 
not suffer to be opened ; Plutarch, Pr»c. Ger. Reip. 3. : but it is not certain that 
the anecdote bdoiigt to this occasion. 

r 2 
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CHAP. Has on the coasts of Thessaly : — all breaches of the 
. ^^^' . treaty and in part of the law of nations, such as they 
themselves had made a capital ground of implacable 
resentment in their quarrel with Megara. 

His next head of complaint is the embassy which 
had been sent to invite the Persian king into a league 
against him. He reminds them that not many years 
before, when rumours were spread of a Persian inva- 
sion, they had resolved, if it should be needful, to call 
upon him for aid against the barbarian. He attempts 
to shame them by the example of their forefathers, 
who had treated the application which the Pisistratids 
made for Persian succours, as one of their gravest 
offences. 

He vindicates his right to make war on Teres and 
Cersobleptes, and shows that they had no claim on 
the Athenians for assistance ; since Cersobleptes had 
not been included in the treaty — had in fact been 
rejected by their own generals when he wished to be 
admitted into it — and Teres had been then in alliance 
with Macedonia. They might as well have expected 
that those who expelled Evagoras from Cyprus, and 
Dionysius from Syracuse, should have cpnsented to 
restore them to power, because each had received the 
Athenian franchise, as that he should give up his 
conquests in Thrace, merely because they had chosen 
to adopt Teres and Cersobleptes. 

Having defended his conduct in the affairs of Cardia 
and Peparethus, he proceeds to complain of the hos- 
tilities by which he had been compelled to send his 
troops into the Chersonesus for the protection of his 
fleet, and takes credit to himself for the forbearance 
he had nevertheless shown to them, when it was in 
his power to invade their territory, and to inflict 
great damage on their navy, if not to take their city. 

The instance in which they had perhaps displayed 
the most shameful disregard even of the appearance 
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of equity, was when they rejected the proposals made S^^^^* 
by his ministers and those of all his allies, to secure < — r-^ 
the independence of the other Greek states. And in 
this instance it was evident how widely the interests 
of the people diflfered from those of their orators. To 
the people it would have been advantageous to have 
come to an amicable settlement of this question : not 
80 to the orators. To them, as he had been informed 
on good authority, peace was war, and war peace : 
for they drew an unfailing revenue from the generals, 
whom they either supported or threatened with ca- 
lumnious charges : and gained popularity as friends of 
democracy by incessant abuse of their most eminent 
fellow-citizens, and of the most illustrious foreigners. 
He could indeed at a small expense easily have stopt 
the invectives of these men against himself, and have 
turned them into praise. But he scorned to purchase 
the goodwill of the people from such persons — men 
who were even shameless enough to lay claim to Am- 
phipolis, notwithstanding the title which he inherited 
from his ancestor Alexander, who had conquered the 
site of the city during the Persian invasion, and that 
which he himself had acquired by the fortune of war, 
and which they themselves had confirmed by the last 
treaty. 

" These," he concludes, " are the charges I have 
against you : and since my forbearance has only en- 
couraged you to persevere more actively in your ag- 
gressions, and to do all the harm you can to me, I will 
assert my just cause by force of arms, and appealing 
to the gods as my witnesses, will bring our contro- 
versy to an issue." 

This language might be considered as equivalent 
to a declaration of war, but yet it did not absolutely 
preclude fresh negotiations. It was not however fol- 
lowed by any such, but on the contrary by proceed- 
ings on both sides of a decidedly hostile character. 

V 3 
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CHAP. Still it is a doubtful question, whether war was at this 
■ ^^^' ' time formally declared. There is evidence which, 
taken by itself, would seem nearly conclusive of the 
fact. Diodorus states that, Philip being engaged in 
the siege of Byzantium, the Athenians judged him 
to have broken his treaty with them, and forthwith 
dispatched a considerable naval armament to the aid 
of the Byzantians.^ This indeed would not of itself 
prove that the Athenians expressed their judgment 
of Philip's conduct otherwise than by the expedition 
itself. But the statement seems to be at once con- 
firmed and explained by the weightier testimony of 
Philochorus, as reported by Dionysius, according to 
which the cause of the war, by which what is called 
the peace of Philocrates was broken, was Philip's 
attack on Byzantium, and the immediate occasion 
which gave rise to the renewal of hostilities was a 
letter of complaint addressed by Philip to the Athe- 
nians ; after which, on the motion of Demosthenes, 
the people decreed, that the column on which the 
treaty with Philip was inscribed should be taken 
down, a fleet equipt, and the war in all other respects 
prosecuted with vigour.^ This account tallies per- 

' XVI. 77. ♦iX/inrow Buidtn-iov iroXiopKovmos, *A$rivau)i fiky txpiyw rhy ^/Xivitok 
KtKvKiyeu t^¥ wplbs cJito^s avifr€$t7iray tlfHirrjy, tvBvs Bi kcu Bvyofuy povtuc^w i|u(Ao7oy 
4^hi€iu^aif, fitniOovtraM rois Bvfayriois, On thispassajje Botanecke obserres (p. 474. 
n. 2. ), Non dieit i^^fH^Uroano : pax emim PhUoeratea tune nondum ah iu dirempta 
est Phih'ppui autem i/ue paeem violavit eo, quod Byzantium adortu* ett ; hi enim 
tjuM ioeii in cdhimna pncin inseripti erani. But the remark on the word Upivcuf 
teems to me wholly beside the question. If Diodorus had written it^tt^^ayro, it 
might still have been saiil with equal propriety, non dicit t^Urayro r^v arfiKiiv 
KoBtKtiv, But the question Is, whether it is likely that he would have written 
what we now read ; if, by the words fxpiyap r&# ^iKimrov AcAinrtfnu rV fip^^i', 
he only meant that they manifested such a Judgment by the acts which he relates, 
and not by a formal declaration of war ? And here the testimony of Philochorus 
coitoes in to confirm an antecedent probability. 

' In order fully to appreciate this testimony, the pasage must be exhibited 
entire, and not, as Bohnecke has done (p. 520. ) in such a way as to divert the 
readers attention finom one very important portion of it. Dionysius says (ad 
Amm. 11.), McrJk r^y *Oh.vy9it»y ixwrw, Apxom-os BtfiurroKxiovs, irwOiittM 
^iKiinrtf wfAt *ABfiyatovs iyh^ovro irtpL ^lAfos KoJt <rvfjLf»axlas, alrai BUfiuvay twraitr^ 
Xp^y dXP^ Kucoftdxov, M Bh Bto^pdKrrov rod /Acrd Himditaxp^ Ap^oyros, iX^^n^for, 
*hOriyai»y yAy ^IXiinroy alriufUyvy Apx*^'' ^^^ iro\4fiov, ^iKimrov fF 'ABtiyedois 
iyKoKovrros * t^ 8* olriar, BC &9 th rhy w6\tfioy Koriimia'ay, dSurciofcu \4yoyT€t 
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fectly with that of Diodorus, and the letter in ques- chap. 



tion, unless it has been lost, can hardly have been any 
other than that the substance of which has been just 
described. All this raises a very high degree of pro- 
bability, that the taking down of the column, or formal 
declaration of war, preceded the succours sent by the 
Athenians to Byzantium. On the other hand we are 
perplexed by indications which will be noticed here- 
after, which it is not easy to reject or explain away, 

itft/pifrfpi, ira} tW* xp^'^^t ^^ f "f^ tlp/^vtip ^XMSof^ iucptSHf 9i}\o< ^i\6xopos iv 
tJ Jirrp 'hrBiZoi 016\^. b^trw V i\ alrnis ri iiMarfKiSrcera, &to4ppdirros *AKcufif. 
(Then follow the words of Philochorus, which Bohnecke has omitted as if they had 
dearly nothing to do with the matter; merely ohserving: ««& hoe Pkiiochorus 
pu r mum espedttiomem contra PeritUhum et Byzantium commemoracit. ) ** M rovrov 
^UorrM rb fiiw wp&rop iiMair\§6<ras, IlfpiVtfy irpo<r4€a\w Airorvx*^*' S' imwO^v 
Bv(diTiop iwo\i6pKU, KoX fiyixa>rfifuira wpo<rvy*tf.^ "Eirccra 8i(|<A0^y 8<ra rois 
*A9^tmUHS 6 ^t\twwos iv9ted\ti Btd r^r iinaroKris, icol [&s 6 drjfioi] ArifUHrSwous 
wapmKa\4<rarros cuirohs irphs rhy 'w6KtfJU>if jcal r^ri<plafiara ypdnpamos, ix^*poT6irricrt, 
••TV M^ imyXiyr KaBtKtof r^y wtpl riit wpbs ♦IxnnroF tlp^yjis koI avfifjiaxias 
ortSturaiff voSs ^ nKupoiuy, leoi rd ttXXa iytpytiif rck roO iroXc/4ou.** TaSra ypA^ 
Kvrk B^Sppoffroy ipxoyra yfyoviyai r^ fier' iKUVov lyuun^ rd irpaxB4yra. fitrd riiv 
Xiaw T^f Mlp4pnii hr\ Attetftax^^^ apxoyros it^^ipx^rai. On the word fircira, 
which immediately follows those which he omits as immaterial, Bohnecke observes: 
** sell. po9i Byxantii oMdionem et ezpeditionem Scythlcam, quam an Philochorus 
commtmonTerit nescimna, Dkmysius autem necessaria tantum afferens praeteriit ;** 
and to the whole passage he sut^oins the remark : Manifesto igitur in fint anni 
(Ol. cx« l.)» pax Motmta ttty qumm qua pott foedua ruptwn ab Atheniensibvt acta 
csaent, statim mb ineunte $equenti anno (Ol. ex. 2.) narraverit Philochorv*, 
But how little the inference which appears to Bohnecke so manifcMt is warranted 
by the connection of the whole passage, will appear when we consider that Diony- 
sius, having mentioned the intcrcrimination of Philip and the Athenians, proceeds 
to say, that the causes on account of which they went to war with one another are 
accurately stated by Philochorus in the 6th book of his Atthis, fh>m which he will 
extract what is most necessary for his purpose (rd iyayKcudrara) ; and then fol- 
lows the quotation which Bohnecke omits as irrelevant. But if it really was so, 
and if it did not on the contrary contain the very cause of the war, not only will 
IMonyiiiis have introduced as rd dMteYKai6raraj what might Just as well have 
been omitted, but he will have altogether omitted what was most material, and 
what he had prepared the reader to expect For on this supposition he will not 
have assigned any cause for the war, though the cause had been so accurately 
stated by Philochorus, whom for that reason he proposed to quote. This deficiency 
is not in the slightest degree supplied by the subsequent allusion to the occupation 
of Elatea, whkh is mentioned as if it had occurred in the year of Lysimachides, 
and only in connection with the treaty between Athens and Thebes. Bohnecke is 
alao obliged to suppose that Dionysius was altogether mistaken about Philip's 
letter to the Athenians, that he found no notice of that letter in Philochorus, and 
erroneously referred to it what Philochorus related as to the mutual complaints of 
the two parties. Not only is this very hard upon Dionysius, but it is extremely 
difficult to conceive how he could have made such a mistake, if the account of the 
causes of the war which he found in Philochorus agreed with Bohnecke*s. For 
then the transactions subsequent to Philip*s letter, particularly those immediately 
preceding the occupation of Elatea, must have filled the most room and the chief 
place in it. 

r 4 
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CHAP, that at a later period the peace of Philocrates was 
I ^ ' ' considered at Athens as still subsisting in form, though 
in fact repeatedly violated by Philip. But at least 
there can be no doubt, that henceforward nothing but 
a formal declaration was wanting to a state of open 
war between the two powers, and that the Athenians 
were persuaded by Demosthenes to pledge themselves 
to exert their most strenuous eflforts for the deli- 
verance of Byzantium. But so deep had been the 
alienation produced by the Social War between the 
two cities, that it was doubtful, as Demosthenes inti- 
mates^, whether the Byzantians would consent to 
accept succours from Athens. He himself, it appears, 
headed the embassy sent for the purpose of forming 
an alliance with them.^ Yet, when he had effected 
this object, the fruit of his negotiation had wellnigh 
been lost, through factious intrigues and mismanage- 
ment. Chares had so much interest as to procure 
himself to be appointed to the command of the expe- 
dition. It was scarcely possible to have made a more 
unhappy choice. For, beside his general defects of 
character and capacity, he was the very man who 
above all others had provoked the enmity of the 
Byzantians, and contributed to kindle the Social 
War.' The consequence was that all his operations 
failed: the allies to whose aid he was sent dreaded 
him scarcely less than they did the enemy, and re- 
fused to receive him ; and he employed his forces to 
exact benevolences^ — that was the Attic term for this 
kind of robbery^ — from the defenceless. 
B.c.340. It may easily be supposed that Chares in his de- 
Si"^"" spatches laid the blame of his miscarriages on the 

> De Chenon. § 14. 

■ De Cor. § 304. Though the emhutj here mentloDed may have taken place a 
little earUer. 

» See Vol. V. p. 30S. 

* Demosth. de Chenon. § 25. fcvl 8* §{fPoias SiMfoi, koI tovto roivoiM lxc< rjk 
A^/i^iora ravra. 
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distrust of the Byzantians; and the Athenians were chap. 
at first almost as indignant at the affront, as when t , ' f 
their troops wej'e dismissed by the Spartans from the 
siege of Ithome. They were inclined to recal their 
forces, and to leave the Byzantians to their fate. But 
Phocion pointed out the real cause of their failure, 
and the just motives which their allies had for sus- 
picion. The people was still capable of listening to 
truth, though harshly expressed. It decreed a fresh 
amament, and appointed Phocion himselfto the su- 
preme command. This appears to have been very 
expeditiously fitted out, and when it joined the other, 
they amounted together to 120 sail. They carried 
heavy-armed troops, who were Athenian citizens, 
arms, and provisions. Phocion, on his arrival at By- 
zantium, encamped without the walls, and did not 
demand admittance for his men. His fame however 
had gone before him, and it chanced that Leon had 
been his bosom companion at Athens, when they 
studied together in the groves of Academus. He 
undertook to answer for Phocion's good faith, and 
the Athenians were admitted into the city, where 
they won universal good- will and esteem, as well by 
their zeal and bravery, as by their orderly behaviour.^ 
It seems to have been the example of Athens that 
brought succours from other allied states, among 
which were Chios, Cos, and Rhodes, to Byzantium.^ 
And we gather from a stratagem related by Polyaenus, 
that Philip found himself unable to cope with their 
united forces. He is said to have drawn several away 
from Byzantium by circulating reports in their camp, 
that he was laying siege to their own cities.^ His 

» Plutarch, Phocion, 14. » Diodor. xvl 77. 

* IT. 2. 21. Bohnecke (p. 481.) supposes that the siege of Selymbria was under- 
taken on occasion, and as a part of this stratagem ; which appears to me both 
highly improbable in itself, and at variance with the statement of Polycnus. 
^Unnrof ^oMtpbs i|r 9uar4fiww¥ fi4^ t^t trrparias &AAo iAAaxov tls 96iai<rw oikc 
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CHAP, finances too were so exhausted by the expenses of the 
■ siege, that he was obliged, as we are informed, to re- 
cruit them by indiscriminate piracy.^ In the end he 
was forced to raise the siege both of Byzantium and 
Perinthus^ : his troops were driven out of the Cher- 
sonesus* ; and Pbocion not only captured several of 
his ships, but landed on many parts of the coast, ex- 
pelled the Macedonian garrisons from some of the 
towns, and made destructive inroads into the inte- 
rior. In one of these he was so severely wounded as 
to be obliged to return home. 

It was long since Athens had seen herself standing 
in so proud a position. Her restless enemy, notwith- 
standhig his victorious campaigns, had been baffled 
in his main attempts, at Megara, in Euboea, and in 
the west of Greece, and had now been completely 
defeated in the most important enterprise he had yet 
undertaken. The glory was almost all her own, 
though Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and some other states 
had sent succours to Byzantium. Byzantium and 
Perinthus expressed their gratitude by a joint decree, 
which conferred the amplest privileges of isopolity 
on the Athenians, and directed that a group of three 
colossal st-atues should be erected in Byzantium, re- 
presenting the Athenian People receiving a crown 
from each of the rescued cities; and that a solemn 
deputation should be sent to each of the four public 

' Justin, iz. 1. 5. Lomga itbndhnh mora txkaustuM, peemnuB ew m mer e i u m de 
piratica mtUuatuM, Bohnecke (u.s.) connects this with the expedition under 
Leodamas: Quum ilaque mare infestum esset, oft Atkenietuihut viffinti armatm 
na9u duct LeodamamU m Hdkapontum mium nmi, &c But is it credible 
that Philip, when so exhausted by the siege of Byiantium, should have undertaken 
that of Selymbria ? 

* Flathe (i. p. 226.) surely places this event in a fidse light, when he says that 
Philip withdrew his forces, to show the two cities that he did not aim at an im- 
mediate possession of them. The decree in Demosth. de Cor. § 112. expresses that 
his ol^ect was their destruction. 

' It is not quite clear how this fact, which is proved by the decree of the 
Chersonesians (Dem. u. s. ), ts, to be reconciled with Justin's assertion (ix. 1. , that 
Philip marched fhrni Byxantium into the Chorsonesus, and took many cities 
there. 
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Games of Greece, to proclaim the benefits they had chap. 
received, and the honours with which they had re- - 

quited them. A golden crown of the value of sixty 
talents, and an altar consecrated to Gratitude and the 
Athenian People, were decreed by the colonists of 
Sestus, Eteus, Madytus, and Alopeconnesus. 

The merit of this success was due in a great degree Regulation 
to the activity and eloquence of Demosthenes : and in eLlwh^ 
the autumn of the same year (October, 340) he ren- 
dered a perhaps not less important, though not 
equally brilliant, service to the commonwealth, by a 
legislative enactment, which, while it corrected a mis- 
chievous abuse, enabled the state to avail itself of re- 
sources, which previously had been unemployed for 
public purposes. Down to this time a regulation 
had subsisted, which affords a remarkable instance 
how, even under the most purely democratical insti- 
tutions, the grossest injustice may be authorised by 
the laws in favour of the wealthy. The citizens who 
were liable to the charges of the trierarchy were dis- 
tributed into classes, each of sixteen members, with- 
out any respect to difference of fortune. By the ex- 
isting law these sixteen were made to contribute 
equally to the expense of one galley. Demosthenes 
had attempted at an earlier period to remedy this 
abuse, which was of course cherished by many power- 
ful patrons. We do not know whether his proposal 
was rejected, or whether means were found to evade 
the execution of it. The evil seems at least to have 
been as crying as ever, when the renewal of hostilities 
on the occasion of the siege of Byzantium probably 
lent an additional force to his arguments, which en- 
abled him to carry his plan. Its object was to dis- 
tribute the whole burden of the trierarchy with refer- 
ence not to persons, but to property : so that the part 
which fell on each contributor should be in exact pro- 
portion to his means. Demosthenes himself spoke 
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CHAP, with exultation of the success of his measure^; and 
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the charges by which his adversaries endeavoured 
to detract from his merit are hardly intelligible, and 
are the less deserving of notice, as they do not seem 
to impeach the equity and utility of the reform.* 

' De Cor. p. 262. irdrra yiip r}» itSXuftop rSh> kwoardKmif ytytfo/Uwrnw Kara rhy 
w6i»ov rhw iftiwi no complaint was made by a single trierarch, nor was any one of 
them put under arrest, nor a single galley either lost or left behind, because not 
ready to sail ; cases which, under the old law, were of frequent occurrence. I quite 
agree with Boeckh (St d. A. it. 14. p. 117.) against Corsini (F. A. i. p. 352.), 
whose opinion is adopted by Bohnecke (p» 479.), that the words irdrra rhr ir6KtfAOP 
do not prove that the trierarchical law preceded the beginning of the war. On 
the other hand, I do not admit, what Boeckh appears to intimate, that because 
Demosthenes speaks of this law as subsequent to the measures by which he 
effected the deliyerance of the Chersonesus and Bysantium (§ 1 15. t^ Xt^yn^ov 
Kcl BvCdyrioif trwFaji ; § 127. ft roinvw iint iwoXtrwSfiriif), it follows that the siege 
of Bysantium had been raised before the law was passed. 

' .Sschines in Ctes. § 223. Unless indeed this passage — as the expression 
rofio$rHi<ras wtfA rmy rpuueoaiMV V9w inclines me strongly to suspect— alludes to 
the proposal contained in the oration Dt Symmoriis, Dinarchus, in Dem. § 43., 
charges Demosthenes with having repeatedly procured his own law to be altered, 
so as to suit the interest of those who bribed him. 
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CHAPTER XLVL 

VBOM THE RENEWAL OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN PHILIP 
AND THE ATHENIANS TO HIS DEATH. 

JPhiUp*s expedition to Sct/thia, — Proceedings of the Amphictyonic . 
Council. — War with Amphissa. — Philip General of the Amphic- 
iyons. — Theban Politics, — Philip seizes Elatea. — Measures 
of Demosthenes. — Treaty between Athens and Thebes. — Nego- 
tiations at Thebes and at Athens. — Battle of Chteronea. — 
Preparations at Athens. — Conditions of Peace. — Congress at 
Corinth. — Philip's Expedition in Peloponnesus. — Philip's 
Marriage with Cleopatra. — His domestic Troubles. — JVro- 
darus. — Festival at JEg<B. — Philip murdered. — Suspicions 
against Olympias and Alexander. — Philip's Character. 

A Greek, who had been watching the course of Philip's chap. 
movements must have been surprised to hear, that, . ^^^^' . 
after having raised the sieges of Byzantium and Perin- phiiip** ex- 
thus, on which he had spent so much time and money, ^^^^ ^ 
if not many lives ; after having been driven out of the 
Chersonesus; and when his own territories were 
suffering from the enemy's inroads ; instead of making 
any attempt to retaliate on the Athenians, as he had 
boasted it was always in his power to do, his next en- 
terprise was an expedition against the Scythians. The 
motives assigned for this expedition by Justin^ seem 
by no means urgent. Atheas, king of the Scythians, 
pressed, as it is generally supposed, by the Greek colo- 
nists of Istria^, on the Euxine, had sought aid, through 

> IX. 2. DrojTsen (p. 45.) Invites attention to a letter of Atheas to the Byxan- 
tians, preserved by Clemens Al. (Strom, v. 5. ) as throwing important light on our 
history. In it the Scythian king warns the Byxantians not to injure his revenues, 
lest his mares should drink their water (/i^ /SAchrrcrc wpoc^ovs ifids, Tra fi^ 4fiaX 
Tinroi Cfiirtpoy 08wp witMri). It certainly shows that Atheas might be inclined to 
make common cause against them with Philip. 

' Justin, u. s. Cwn hello Istrianomm premeretur. These latriani are referred 
by all the commentators to the city of Istria, or Istros, a Milesian colony {quondam 
potentitnma eivUoi. Amro. Marcell. zxii. 8. 43. But it Is strange to find a 
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CHAP, the mediation of the Greeks of Apollonia, from Philip, 
w-.,^-l-» and a body of troops had been sent to support him. 
That the Scythian promised, in return for his help, 
to adopt him as heir to his throne, sounds hardly 
credible. The danger however which threatened 
the Scythians had ceased before their allies arrived ; 
and Atheas sent them back with an insulting mes- 
8^gG» t)y which he disclaimed all connection with 
Philip. Philip, it is said, then demanded a subsidy to 
enable him to carry on the siege of Byzantium, by 
way of compensation for the expenses of the recent 
expedition ; but this was likewise scoflSingly refused. 
He was now bent on revenge, raised the siege of By- 
zantium, and sent an embassy to Atheas, with a re- 
quest that he might be allowed to erect a statue of 
Hercules at the mouth of the Danube, which he had 
vowed during the siege. The sagacious barbarian 
replied, that if the statue was brought to him he would 
set it up, and would engage to protect it; but he 
would not let an army cross his border : and if Philip 
should come and erect it by force, he should find on 
his return that the brass had been melted down to 
point the Scythian arrows. On this challenge Philip 
led his army across the Danube, defeated the Scythi- 
ans by stratagem, and carried away an immense 
booty of flocks, herds, brood-mares, and male and 
female captives. 

The plain between the Danube and the Balkan 
was at this period occupied by the Triballians, who 
had been not long before forced out of their ancient 
seats in the interior by the irruption of the Celts ^, 
and were themselves at war with Atheas.^ Seeing 

Greek city of this age governed by a king, as the Istrlani are in Justin's nar- 
ratives, and invading the Scythians. I cannot help suspecting that they have 
taken the place of the Tribaliians. 

* Miebuhr, Kl. SchrifL p. 375. 

' Frontin. lu 4. 20. This appears to me to couflrra the coi\)ecture on which I 
have ventured in a preceding note. The Triballians would then have been aware 
that Philip's flrst ejqiedition had been directed agaiiist theinselvies. 
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that Philip's march was encumbered by the spoil, chap. 
they demanded a share as the price of his passage - 



through their country. This he refused, and a battle 
ensued, in which he was so severely wounded, that a 
report spread through the field of his death ; and the 
consternation thus caused in his army, enabled the 
enemy to carry oflf all the booty. 

The motive to which Justin attributes this cam- 
paign, may probably enough have had some weight 
with Philip. It is, that the expense of the siege had 
drained his coffers, and that he sought to replenish 
them, partly by piracy, and partly by the plunder of 
the Scythians. What Justin tenns piracy, may have 
been open and legitimate warfare against the ma- 
ritime states, particularly the islands, which had 
sided with Byzantium. It is said to have recruited 
his finances with the sale of 170 prizes. But there 
is reason to believe that this was at least not the 
only or the chief motive of his Scythian expedition. 
Events which took place in Greece while he was thus 
engaged, raise a very strong suspicion that his prin- 
cipal object was to divert the attention of the Greeks 
for a while from himself, and to lull them into se- 
curity as to his designs. 

We have no direct evidence either as to the dura- Proceedingt 
tion of the siege of Byzantium or the date of the phtety^" 
Scythian expedition. It is only by an inference from co«nciL 
the time apparently required for Philip's subsequent 
movements, that we are brought to the conclusion, 
that he had returned to Macedonia either before the 
end of 340, or very early in 339. In the autumn of 
340, -^schines had been sent to represent Athens, as 
a Pylagoras, in the Amphictyonic Council at Delphi. 
Among his colleagues, who were three in number, 
Qpe bearing the title of Hieromnemon, was that same 
Meidias who has been already mentioned as a violent 
enemy of Demosthenes. The office seems always to 
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CHAP, ijayg \)QQji accounted of little importance ; and it was 
t — r-^ probably not diflScult for any party to fill it with 
their o^vn adherents. Demosthenes, who had himself 
held it some time before, intimates that the election 
of jEschines was effected by some such intrigues. 
Diognetus was the Hieromnemon: Thrasycles, the 
third Pylagoras: nothing further is known of their 
political bias. uEschines informs us, that on their 
arrival at Delphi, Meidias and Diognetus were pre- 
vented by illness from attending the council; but 
that he himself had received notice from persons well 
disposed towards Athens, that it was the intention of 
the deputies from Amphissa to charge the Athenians 
with a profane neglect of a religious ceremony, and 
to demand that they should be punished with a fine 
of fifty talents* A new chapel, it seems, had been 
built at Delphi, and before it was finished or conse- 
crated, the Athenians had dedicated there some golden 
shields — perhaps in the place of others which had 
been removed during the Sacred War — with an in- 
scription commemorating their ancient victory over 
the Persians and Thebans.^ JEschines insinuates that 
the Thebans, who were affronted by this inscription, 
had instigated the Locrians of Amphissa to seize this 
pretext for gratifying their revenge. Why they 
should have chosen them as their instruments, in- 
stead of directly exerting their own influence, does 

* Droysen (p. 38.) says that the charge was, that the Athenians had transgressed 
a law, which forbad the erection of a durable trophy over an Amphlctyonic 
state ; and refers to Plut Qiucst Rom. 37. and Cic. de Invent ii. 23. I doubt 
that either of these passages warrants the supposition, that the law or rather the 
usage (cum frri mos etset Gratia, Cic. ovi^ yitp wop* "EWficiy ol wpSroi hlBiyov tcaX 
XCL\Ko\hf ariiffoyrts rp&watov MvioKifAowriv, Plut), to which they allude, was appli- 
cable to the case. But at least this does not seem to be the charge reported by 
.£schines (§ 116.), 8ti xP'*<^o,s iunrlBas dv4$€tuy wpits rhy xatrhy ytinr wpHv 4^tip- 
yiaOai. The point of the charge Is certainly not quite clear ; but it seems to 
have lain In the wply t^tipydaSeu, or whatever the word may be which should be 
substituted for i^tipydaBcu (sec Harpocr. i^cipdaa(r0cu), though neither Reiske's 
4^rip€Ur0atf nor Taylor's iiapiaacrOai, is quite satisfactory. Otherwise those two 
words would be merely irrelevant and superfluous. But iS^hincs had a good 
reason for citing the inscription which commemorated the victory gained over the 
Medes and Thebans, though this was not the gist of the accusation. 
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not appear. But there was, according to JEschines, chap. 
a very strong motive to withhold the Locrians from ^ 
making such an attack on Athens ; since, as he asserts, 
they w^re themselves conscious that they had incurred 
the penalties of sacrilege, and had even bribed De- 
mosthenes, when he was sent as pylagoras, and some 
of his colleagues, to hush up the matter, and to es- 
pouse their cause at Athens, if they should be 
threatened with a prosecution. 

It seems that after the subjugation of the Phocians, 
the Locrians had taken possession of the land which 
had afforded the pretext for the Sacred War, and con- 
tinued to cultivate it for their own benefit ; relying 
perhaps on the connivance of the states with which 
they had co-operated against the common enemy. If 
they still dreaded the enmity of Athens, it seems 
strange that they should have wantonly provoked it, 
and no less so that they should have thought to screen 
themselves by bribing a few of her Amphictyonic 
deputies. JEschines however himself, according to 
his own statement, had not at first intended to de- 
nounce their impiety, but was only induced to take 
this step by an unexpected provocation. The Hier- 
omnemon, to whose oflBice perhaps it would have more 
properly belonged to vindicate the conduct of the 
Athenians in the business of the shields, sent for him, 
and begged him to undertake the task. He had him- 
self purposed to do so, and had begun to plead with 
great earnestness when he was interrupted by an 
Amphissian deputy, in rude and intemperate lan- 
guage, telling the assembly that they ought not to 
tolerate the name of the Athenians, but to exclude 
them from the holy ground, as laden with the same 
curse as their allies the Phocians. Then, jEschines 
says, he could no longer contain himself, and it oc- 
curred to him to direct the attention of the audience 
to the sacrilegious cultivation of the devoted plain, 

VOL. VI. a 
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CHAP, studded with rural buildings, and to the state of the 
*_-,.-l/ harbour of Cirrha, which, though it had been so- 
lemnly doomed to perpetual desolation, was in com- 
plete repair, and frequented by ships ; objects which 
were within view from the place of meeting. He re- 
minded them of the dreadful curses which had been 
pronounced, after the first Sacred War, on all who 
should either do what the Locrians had done, or 
should connive at it. Roused by this appeal, the 
Council became impatient to punish the oflTenders. 
A decree was immediately passed, directing a solenm 
perambulation of the bounds of the devoted tract^, for 
the purpose of destroying all the labours of that im- 
pious industry; and, in pursuance of this decree, a 
proclamation was made that very day, summoning 
all the Delphians who were of military age, and not 
only the freemen but slaves, to meet the next morn- 
ing at daybreak, with spades and pickaxes : and no- 
tice was given to all the members of the Council, to 
lend their aid in behalf of the god and his land. 

The next day this motley crowd, headed by the 
Amphictyons, marched down to the seaside, demo- 
lished the mole of the harbour, and set fire to the ad- 
jacent houses. But as they returned from this pious 
work, they were met by the Locrians, who had issued 
with their whole force from Amphissa for the protec- 
tion of their property, and narrowly escaped from 
their vengeance by a precipitate flight to Delphi.^ The 
day after, Cottyphus the president of the Council — a 
Pharsalian^ either by birth or settlement — convoked 

* Dein. de Cof. (p. 277.) ircfdci tfo^fo-cw^cu ircpicAtfccr r^y X^^P^* ^^ <U*- 
tinctlon between vcpicXtfctv and ^ircA,0c?K in theM matters is sagaciously obserred 
by Bohnecke (p. 499. n. 2.), and had escaped Boeckhp C. i. i. 809. 

' So .£8chines ady. Ctes. § 123., an eye-witness, who was not disposed to soften 
the violence of the Locrians. The Amphictyonic decree in Demosthenes de Cor. 
p. 279. has, tu^ 9k Ked rrrpew/iwrUeeuru 

* ^scbines, Ctes. § 128. The Amphictyonic decree, u. s., calls him vi Ar- 
cadian — a singuUur description, even if correct — not to mention that the Arcadians 
had no voice in the Council. 
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the Amphictyonic ecclesia, an assembly composed chap. 
nearly of the same persons whose lives had been so w.,,.1^ 
recently threatened. There, says JEschines — and this 
we can easily believe — many accusations were brought 
against the Amphissians. The conclusion was a 
decree which fixed a day before the regular time of 
the next meeting, when the deputies were to assemble 
at ThermopylaB with proposals, sanctioned by the 
states which sent them, for bringing the Amphis- 
sians to justice. 

Such is the account which JEschines gave of this 
transaction, in a speech delivered several years later 
in his own defence. It seems to have been his wish 
to inspire his hearers with a pious horror for the pro- 
faneness of the Locrians, and yet to represent his own 
impeachment of them as the sally of the moment, 
when indignation had thrown him oflF his guard. As 
to the sincerity of his piety, and his patriotic sensi- 
bility, we are unable to judge : but Demosthenes as- 
signs a reason drawn from the absence of the citation 
of the accused party required by the ordinary proce- 
dure in Amphictyonic prosecutions, for rejecting the 
story of the charge which the Locrians meant to bring 
against Athens as a mere fiction.^ It is at least an 
assertion which, like the others, rests entirely on the 
authority of iEschines. Nor was it easy to disprove 
his statement as to the provocation he received from 
the Locrian deputy. All that is certain is, that the 
consequences were such as Philip must have desired 
very much to bring about, and that uEschines had 
previously incurred a strong suspicion of being ready 
to act as his instrument. Nor was it diflScult to fore- 

* Droysen (u. s.) thinks this argument fallacious, because It appears fh>in the 
example of the Amphissians, that, when the transgression of the law was manifest 
to the senses, no citation was needed. But that example only proves, that the 
shields might have been removed, not that a fine might be inflicted for the oflTence, 
without a previous citation. The flne imposed by the Amphictyonic law (C. i. 
L 1588. L 16.) on oiTenders taken in the fact, is Inapplicable here. 

a2 
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CHAP, see them : since they were partly predicted by De- 
■ , ' - mosthenes. It may indeed be pleaded in behalf of 
jEschines, that the dispute with the Locrians which 
he had excited, might have been terminated without 
Philip's intervention. But this would only prove 
that, if there was a plot to call in Philip, he was not 
the only agent employed in it. 

jEschines and his colleagues, on their return to 
Athens, laid the decree of the Amphictyons before the 
people. He wishes it to be supposed that the measure, 
and his account of his own proceedings, were received 
with general approbation, and that the only dissentient 
voice was that of Demosthenes. From Demosthenes 
indeed we learn that he immediately exclaimed in the 
assembly: You are bringing war into Attica^ JEschi- 
nesy an Amphictyonic war. The result is only re- 
lated by iEschines, who asserts that Demosthenes got 
a bill to be clandestinely passed by the Five Hundred, 
which he then huddled through the assembly, just as 
it was breaking up, so that it became a decree, before 
any one was aware of its contents : enacting that the 
deputies sent by Athens to the Amphictyonic Council 
should proceed to ThermopylsB and Delphi at the sea- 
sons prescribed by hereditary usage. He adds that 
there was a clause, which forbad them to take any 
part in the deliberations, acts, and proceedings of the 
other deputies who were to assemble at Thermopylae. 
Though however his statement may prove that an 
important measure might be so carried at Athens, it 
is certain that it might be repealed by a criminal pro- 
secution of its author, which is not said to have been 
instituted on this occasion. 

In obedience to this decree, however obtained, the 
Athenian deputies remained at Athens, while the 
Council held its extraordinary meeting. It was at- 
tended by those of all the other states, except Thebes^, 

> .£9chlnes ad?. CtM. § 128. 
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which was neither hostile to Amphissa, nor desirous ^^^p- 
of a new Sacred War, War was decreed against the « — . — ' 
Amphissians, and Cottyphus was appointed to the J^^^^ 
command of an Amphictyonic army, destined to re- 
duce them to obedience. He accordingly marched 
with all the troops he could collect against their city. 
Demosthenes asserts that several of the Amphictyonic 
states kept back their contingents, and that the united 
forces effected nothing. But perhaps he may only 
have alluded to the final result.^ The campaign, ac- 
cording to -Eschines, was prosperous, but it seems as 
if Cottyphus owed his success more to the intestine 
discord of the Amphissians than to the strength of 
his army. They appear to have offered little resist- 
ance, and submitted to a fine which the Amphictyons 
laid on them, to be paid by instalments. But at the 
same time one party, which was charged with the 
sacrilege, was forced to go into exile, and another, 
called by jEschines the Pious, was restored. Perhaps 
this was merely a feint, made to gain time : for the 
Amphictyonic forces had not long withdraAvn before 
the exiles were recalled, the Pious sent into banish- 
ment. The fine remained unpaid. 

During these transactions Philip was still engaged b.c. 339. 
in his Serbian expedition ; but he had returned to ^*»"*p ?: 
Macedonia before the next regular meeting of the Ampwc- 
Amphictyons, which appears to have been held at *^°°'' 
ThermopylaB in the spring of 339.^ He was there 

> De Cor. p. 277. &s V ol fihy oIhc j}\0ov, ol V iKOStrrts oM^v iwoiovy ; not, as 
Bohnecke interprets him (p. 505.) : expeditio negligenter pesta est f for these words 
comprise the orator's account of all that happened between tlie expedition under 
Cottyphus and the meeting in which Philip was appointed to the command. 

' The Amphictyonic meetings are generally supposed to have been held alter- 
nately at Delphi and Thermopylc, but there is no direct evidence to show at 
which place they were hekl at either season. Boeckh (C. 1. 1. p. 808.) collects, 
with great probability, fhmi the above-mentioned Amphictyonic law, that the 
autumnal meeting was held at Delphi. In this opinion he is followed by K. F. Her- 
mann, Gr, StaaUaU (p. 32.); and Drojrsen only rejects it (p. 41.), because he 
cannot make it square with his chronology. Heeren (Id. in. 1. p. 168.) is in- 
clined to infer fhmi Strabo, ix. p. 429. (A^inrirpos Uf^v, 4y f Kara wmraif IIvAaiay 
$wrUuf irriKwif ol*hiuputriov%s), that the meetings were not held by turns at 

g3 
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CHAP, elected general of the Amphictyons, with unlimited 
*.....^_L; powers^; and Cottyphus himself was directed to pro- 
ceed as ambassador to his court, with the announce- 
ment of his election, and a request that he would march 
to the aid of Apollo and the Amphictyons^ and not permit 
the rights of the god to be invaded by the impious Am- 
phissians.^ That the commission was readily under- 
taken, and the petition willingly granted, may be easily 
supposed. Demosthenes states that Philip forthwith 
collected his forces, and marched into Greece.* And 
though, without other evidence, we could not draw 
any safe conclusion from this language as to the exact 
time at which he began his expedition, some docu- 
ments which have come down to us with the oration 
on the Crown, if we acknowledge them as genuine, 
compel us to admit that statement as strictly correct, 
and to believe that Philip had arrived at Thermopyte 
with his army before the end of March. Unhappily 
these same documents, questionable as their authority 
is, furnish almost every particle of the information we 
possess, with regard to the transactions of the period 
which intervened between his arrival in Greece and 
the occupation of Elatea, which we shall have shortly 
to relate : a period, according to them, of very near 
three months. And this information is in many 
respects extremely perplexing. One of the diffi- 
culties which it raises concerns the diplomatic rela- 
tions which were subsisting between Philip and the 
Athenians at the time of the expedition. 

We have been led to the conclusion, that during 
the siege of Byzantium the Athenians were persuaded 
by Demosthenes to remove the colunm which recorded 

Pflphi and Tbermopylc, but that the deputies first aiiserabled at Theiroopylc, to 
sacrifice to Demcter, and then proceeded to Delphi to transact their business. 

* atrroicpdropaj De Cor. p. 279. 

* i^unhf Ira /Soif^trp r^ tc *Ait6Wctyt icai rots *A/A^iicr<Wt, 8vwf /a^ ir«pi(8p (rwh 
^^ hJat€»v 'AfA^uffciwy rhv $^r wXrififuKoifityor, 

* De Cor. § 195. ifp4$ri yitp 4k roOrwf ^tyj^^ icol ikrrk rwh' «W^J Zm^ofup 
^\\i^a$ mU irapcA6wr its M r^p Ki^a/ou", i^^wrdai fpdras iroAA^ Ki^^cUbcs ica2 
Aonqpoir, t^p *EA(£rciay KaraXoftSdiftu 
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thjeir treaty with Philip : an act which must have been chap. 
regarded on both sides as a formal declaration of - 

war.^ Yet the documents in question represent a 
treaty as still existing between the two powers, after 
Philip had invaded Greece. There is indeed one way 
of reconciling this statement with our supposition. 
Diodorus relates, that, after the sieges of Byzantium 
and Perinthus were raised, Philip made peace with 
the Athenians, and the other Greeks who had opposed 
him in the war. But the reader is by this time 
aware, that such a statement, when confirmed by no 
other testimony, must be regarded as extremely ques- 
tionable. And in fact none of the other writers from 
whom we derive our knowledge of the history of 
these times, takes any notice of this transaction. 
Philochorus^ was apparently ignorant of it. The two 
orations of jEschines and Demosthenes, in which they 
profess to review all the leading occurrences of this 
period, are silent about it, though they must both 
have taken an active part in the deliberations con- 
cerning it, and it would seem that it must have sup- 
plied them with many topics for mutual crimination. 
It can scarely be reconciled with Plutarch's account, 
which we have no other reason to question, of Pho- 
cion's operations after the relief of Byzantium. The 
fact is in itself improbable. It is not likely that, at 
the juncture mentioned by Diodorus, either party 
should have made proposals for peace. The Athenians 
and their allies were probably too much elated with 
their success ; and for this very reason Philip would 

I FIathe*8 view of the sul^ect is singular, and I believe solitary. He states 
(i. p. 227.) : li i* trwt no fomud rupture with Macedonia had taken place, for the 
Athens could not have appealed to the still subsisting treaties : the column, however, 
had been taken down and broken, and occasion ffiven to the king, if he chose, to om- 
sider the peace as no longer subsieting. What farther act was necessary on the 
part of the Athenians to constitute a fomud rupture, so as to deprive them of 
the right of appealing to the treaty as still subsisting, he has not intiniated, and 
it is not easy to conceive. 

' In Dionys. £p. i. ad Amm. 1 1. 

o4 
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CHAP, have been unwilling to make the first advances. The 
« — r— ' orators too are not only silent as to this treaty, but 
their language seems plainly to imply, both that the 
war which followed the peace concluded in 346 had 
begun before Philip's expedition, and that it con- 
tinued without interruption until the battle of Chae- 
ronea.^ Still these allusions may admit of a diflFerent 
explanation. The statement of Diodorus, though 
resting on such slight authority, and in itself im- 
probable, cannot be pronounced incredible. The dif- 
ficulty therefore is not such as would warrant us in 
rejecting the disputed documents ; and it is of course 
no difficulty on the supposition that war was not 
formally declared by the removal of the column, 
before the occupation of Elatea. 

But the contents of these state papers raise other 
difficulties still more embarrassing. They represent 
Philip as having remained nearly three months within 
a few days march of the frontier of Attica, without 
taking any decisive step, and the whole of this time 
as consumed in fruitless intrigues and negotiations. 
The first of them, a decree bearing date the seventh 
of ApriP, after premising that Philip had forcibly 
occupied some of the neighbouring towns, and was 
treating some with hostile violence*, and was pre- 
paring to invade Attica, regardless of the existing 
treaties, and designing to break his oaths and the peace, 
directs that envoys should be sent to remonstrate 
with him, and exhort him to observe the treaty, 

' .Sscb. § 55. rpiroy ty iiro\ffjLovtAtv XP^^^^ M^XP* ''^' ^rvx^nv rpr iv Xoipwi^f (f. 

' Dem. § 1 85. obK ffv rov irpbs ifJiSa iroXifiov irdpas 068* iiroAAoT^ *i\iwT^, «c. r. A. 

Bohnecke takes no notice of this passage, wbich it is certainly not easy to re> 

concile witb his assertion (p. 519. n. 2.), jam ab OL cix. 4,, utrique invicem se 

iufestaverant, nee tamen apertum belhun geuerant, 

' De Cor. p. 282. iXjouptfioKi&vos Mkt^ ^fAvovros, 

' hs iikv KorttXri^t ir6\ut r&y iurrvytirSyott^, ruf^f 8i irop$tZ The construction 
Is singular, the epithet strange, when applied to towns in northern Locris, though 
JEschines calls Thebes ie6\is iarvytirtiv ; and above all it is almost equally difficult 
to believe the conduct imputed to Philip, and that he should have been falsely 
charged with it at the time. 
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or at least to give the city time for deliberation, and chap, 
conclude an armistice to last a little more than a 
month.^ We are led to suppose that Philip granted 
this request, and suspended his military operations, 
and that during this interval of apparent inaction he 
was labouring to gain Thebes over to his side. For 
a second decree, dated on the eve of the day on 
which the armistice would expire^, premising that 
Philip was attempting to alienate the Thebans from 
Athens, and was ready to march with his whole army 
to the confines of Attica, in violation of the existing 
treaties, directs that envoys should be sent to him 
with a herald, to request and exhort him to grant 
a truce, so that the people might have time for de- 
liberation, as it was still determined not to resort to 
arms if peace might be preserved on any reasonable 
conditions.^ 

That Athens, while Demosthenes took the lead in 
her counsels, should have stooped to this depth of 
humiliation; that she should have thrown herself, 
with an almost childish confession of her weakness, 
on the forbearance of an enemy, whom at the same 
time she taxes with the grossest perfidy and violence, 
is very difficult to believe.^ But at least it can only 
be explained on the supposition that the people was 
cowed by the conviction that it was in imminent 
danger of being overwhelmed by the united forces of 

' oTriytf oU^y SioX^omroi, ica2 vapaxtXt^ffowrip abrhy, fidXurra fikv r^¥ irp6f 
ilfuis 6fi6wouw Sionypfiy icaX r&f avy$iitcas' fi 8i fi^, lephs rh fiovKt^turOai SoDkcu 
XP^^ov r^ ir6X9i, ictd ria d^ox^' iroi^ifcurtfai, fi4j(fH roO BapyriXwyos fifip6f, 

' iiTit^s Movwxwyof 1*11 Ktd v4<^ 

' oTriycs ii^i^aovci Ktd irapaietKt^owrty aSrrhv wof/iaeurOat r&r iyoxP^t (the article 
here and in the former decree U hard to account for) durus ^vSfxoft^ywf 6 Mjfios 
fiovKt^cjrrai' «cal yJip vvw al Kixpuet fion$ta' iw Mwl rw lurpUtv, These last 
words must have been meant in the sense given in the text But they properly 
imply that the people had resolved to go to war, because Philip's terms were 
unreasonable. 

* This appears to me a stronger otijection to these decrees than those which 
Droysen has founded on a variety of details, as to which we are perhaps not suffi- 
ciently informed to pronounce decidedly. Bohnecke treats them as if they pre- 
sented iio difficulty, either on this or on any other ground. 
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CHAP. Alacedon and Thebes. Yet it is clear from the 
- sequel, that Demosthenes at least did not share this 

alarm ; that he did not believe that Thebes would be 
so blind to her own interests, as to lend herself to 
Philip's designs; and that he hoped, as the event 
proved with good reason, that, when it came to the 
point, she would declare herself on the side of Athens. 
It is no less strange that he should have produced 
these records of the public dishonour without a word 
of censure on their authors, or the slightest intimation 
that he had oflfered any opposition to them. And it 
is perhaps still more surprising, that, during the 
respite obtained by this humiliating deprecation, no 
embassy should have been sent from Athens to en- 
lighten and conciliate the Theban government.^ 

On the other hand Philip's policy, as it is repre- 
sented by these documents, is almost equally hard to 
comprehend. J£ he consented to the delay besought 
by the Athenians, it was no doubt not for their sake, 
but because it suited his own interest. And we can 
understand that, so long as he retained the hope of 
being able, by means of his agents or partizans at 
Thebes, to draw the Thebans into an alliance with 
him against Athens, or even to secure their neutrality, 
he might not think it advisable to place himself in a 
threatening attitude, by which they might be alarmed 
and irritated. But it appears from two other papers, 
which purport to have been produced by Demosthenes, 
at the same time and for the same purpose with the 
two already noticed, that, when he received the second 
Athenian embassy, he had exhausted all the resources 
of secret diplomacy, and could no longer hope to bring 
the Theban government to a decision without some 

* p. 263. nroysen (p. 69.) thinks it impossible tbat a letter of Philip himself 
could have been produced among the papers by which he is said to have been 
emboldened (hretpBtls), But the letter contained evidence of the relations then 
snbstoting between Athens and Thebes, which were the ground of Philip's 
confidence. 
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fresh military demonstration. The first of these two c^^^- 

XLVL 

papers is his answer to the second Athenian applica- ' — . — ' 
tion for a truce. It is drawn up in a strain of bitter 
contempt, which however we must admit to have been 
provoked by the two Athenian decrees. He informs 
the people that he is aware how they have been af- 
fected toward him from the first, and what pains they 
were taking to gain over the Thessalians and Thebans, 
and the rest of the Boeotians beside^ : and that it was 
only after they had failed in this attempt, that they 
had turned round, and sent envoys, with a herald, to 
remind him of the treaties, and to request an armis- 
tice^, though they had suffered no aggression from 
him.^ He was ready however to grant the armistice, 
if they would dismiss their evil counsellors with the 
merited stigma of disfranchisement.* The second 
paper purports to be an answer to a letter which he 
had received from the Thebans, evidently about the 
same time, in which they had assured him of their 
friendly sentiments toward him, and of their desire 
to maintain peace with him. He tells them that he 
was the more rejoiced to receive these assurances, 
and the more commended their prudence and good- 
-will, because he had heard of the efforts which the 
Athenians had been making to gain them over to a 

' rira (nrouS^v wotuaOt irpoffKoXda'affOu fiov\6/if>^oi SrrrdKovs ical BriicUovs, Ihi 
8i ira2 Bou^ovr. It is unlikely that Philip should have written thus without some 
foundation of &ct ; and yet that any public embassy had at this time been sent 
from Athens either to Thessaly or Thebes, since Philip's arrival in Greece, would 
be inconsistent with the proceedings which followed the occupation of Elatea. It 
seems therefore as if the allusion must have been pointed at some secret missions 
of private and unauthorised agents. But then we should have expected this to 
have been noticed, as in the case of the private instructions supposed to have been 
given to Leodamas during the siege of Selymbria. But that Athens should either 
publicly or privately have negotiated with the Boeotian towns, as powers inde- 
pendent of Thebes, is, as Droysen justly observes (p. 77.), hardly credible. 

funf/juiw§iert jvol r&f iu^oxdt ahtioBt ; again the* article before i^oxaVi while it is 
omitted before avt^&riic&v, so as to suggest the meaning, that the embassy was sent 
to make overtures for a treaty. 

* itnt€p robs obx ipBiis avfjifiov\9{>oirras 6u2y wapawiiv^amts r^r vpo<n)icov<n|r 
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CHAP, league against him, and had feared that they were on 

- , ' ' the point of yielding to these persuasions^: and he 

admonishes them that they would best consult their 

own interest, if they persevered in the same peaceful 

and friendly policy. 

His answer to the Athenians manifestly pledged 
him to nothing : and if he was not perfectly satisfied 
with the result of his correspondence with Thebes, 
it seems clear at least that he could not hope to gain 
any farther advantage there by prolonged delay and 
military inaction. And accordingly Demosthenes 
represents the decisive blow as struck immediately 
afterward. Yet according to other evidence, which 
must stand or fall with the documents we have been 
just considering, Philip appears to have remained in 
the same position without any movement, military or 
political, five or six weeks longer.^ The observation 
of Demosthenes on the documents which he pro- 
duced — whether they were the same with those which 
have been just described, or these have been substi- 
tuted for them — is at least an authentic statement 
of the view which the orator took of Philip's policy. 
Philip^ he says, having^ by means of his partizansj 
brought the two cities into such a state of feeling toward 
one another^ and being encouraged by these decrees and 
answers, came with his army and took possession of 
JElateaj in the assurance that, whatever might happen, 
there would never more be harmony between us and the 
Thebans.^ And we have no reason to doubt that this 
was a correct view of the case. Philip was aware 
that the occupation of Elatea would be regarded, both 
at Thebes and at Athens, as a decisive intimation of 

* wp6r€pw ifuip KarryeypAcKOP hr\ r^ fA4Wtip wti$9a$eu rcu$ imhmp iKwiaiP. 

' Tbe decree purportiiig to have been moved by Demostbenet immediately after 
tbe occupation of Elatea, Xicipo^t&pot %ierp itai idica, 

* p. 284. O0TW ZtaBtU 6 *l\iwwos t6s ir6\tis wpht iAA^Aof 8ut ro&rtp, jco) 
To^oif hntfiOtU rois ^^ri^Lrfieurt Koi rtus kwoKfArHftv, ^kw tx"^ "^^ l/ApofUP ircU T^^¥ 
*^X&r9uaf KordKaitp, &s oM* hp ^ ri y4pono fri avfivpwaSpTtp iifiip jcoi tAp 
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his real designs. But he trusted that the jealousy chap. 
and ill-will which had hitherto prevailed between the < , ' > 
two cities, and which he had not failed to foster as 
much as he could, would prevent Thebes from inter- 
posing in defence of her neighbour ; and he might 
even hope that his new position would add so much 
weight to the arguments of his friends in the Theban 
councils, that he might be joined by a Theban force 
for the invasion of Attica. 

But in these calculations he seems to have over- 
looked an important fact, though it had apparently 
not escaped the observation of Demosthenes. 

Since the Phocian war a great change had taken Thebtn 
place in the sentiments with which he was regarded 
at Thebes. He had indeed been a useful ally : but 
he was something more ; he was a powerful protector. 
They had received an obligation, which humbled 
them, and therefore inspired them rather with jea- 
lousy than with gratitude. They could not but feel 
that they had sunk, and that he had risen into their 
place. Out of Bceotia they were powerless ; within 
it, they owed their sovereignty to his favour. In 
such a mood men easily take offence, and are deeply 
wounded by slight provocations. The Thebans had 
expected that Nicsea would have been ceded to them : 
Philip, as we have seen, had annexed it to Thessaly. 
They had a claim to Echinus, a town on the Malian 
gulf, or, as Demosthenes intimates, were actually in 
possession of it: Philip took it away from them.^ 
These injuries might not have been so grievous to 
them, if they had not been inflicted by the hand of 
their benefactor. But, independently of these, they 
were not at all disposed to contribute to his further 
aggrandisement. Their old grudge against Athens, 
though still rankling, began to appear trifling in 

I PhUlpp.ii.§44. 
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CHAP, comparison with these grounds of alarm and resent- 
' y ' ment. They had already given some intimation of 
the policy which they meant to pursue, when they 
kept aloof from the extraordinary meeting held on 
the aflFair of Amphissa. They had no wish to pro- 
voke his resentment, but they were not prepared to 
become his instruments for the subjugation of Greece, 
nor to remain passive spectators of an enterprise 
directed to that object. Even the Thessalians, as 
Demosthenes asserts^ and probably knew, shared 
these sentiments. 
Fhutpsdset Elatca was the chief town in the east of Phocis, as 
Delphi in the west, and so situate as to command 
the defiles which are the principal entrance to Phocis 
and Bceotia from the north.^ And Philip, when he 
took possession of it, immediately began to strengthen 
its fortifications. The impression produced by this 
movement, both at Athens and at Thebes, was very 
dififerent from that which he appears to have ex- 
pected. A lively picture has been left by Demosthenes 
of the manner in which the news was received at 
Athens, where it probably arrived the next evening. 
The prytanes, to whom it was first brought, were at 
table in their council-hall. They instantly rose, and 
gave orders betokening a crisis of extraordinary and 
imminent danger. The market-place was forthwith 
cleared of the hucksters who exposed their wares 
there, and the officers even set fire to their wicker 
stalls. The generals were summoned, the trumpeter 
was ordered to be in attendance : but he was hardly 
needed to sound an alarm through the city.' The 
precise nature of the danger was probably understood 
by few: the general opinion was perhaps that Philip 
was in full march for Attica. All waited impatiently 
for the morning. At day-break the Five Hundred 

> De Cor. § 187. foil. > Strabo, ix. p. 418. 

' As Dlodonu (xvi. 84.) says was done all night long. 
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were assembled, while the people flocked to the Pnyx ; chap. 
and the seats were already filled by a curious and ^. , > 
anxious multitude, before the Council had gone 
through the preliminary forms required to introduce 
the business. At length the Council entered: the 
bearer of the news was produced, and made to repeat 
his story: then followed the herald's invitation: 
Who will speak ? An unusually long pause ensued : 
the herald reiterated his question ; but no one came 
forward out of the crowd of orators and oflicial 
persons present, until at last Demosthenes mounted 
the bema. 

He himself has preserved some fragments of the Measures 
speech which he made on this occasion, or rather an sthenes. 
outline of its contents. His first object was to calm 
the people's worst fears, which arose from the suspicion, 
that Philip was acting in concert with the Thebans. 
He pointed out that, if such a concert had existed, the 
seizure of Elatea would have been unnecessary ; he 
would already have been on the borders of Attica. 
There was however a faction at Thebes subservient to 
his interests, and the object with which he had taken 
up his threatening position, was to animate his parti- 
zans, and to strike terror into those whom he could 
not corrupt or deceive. The course then which it 
became Athens to pursue was clear : all feelings of 
rivalry and ill-will towards Thebes must be laid aside : 
they must consult as if less for their own safety than 
for hers, which was in more immediate danger. And 
first of all they must make a display of strength, 
which would encourage the friends of liberty at 
Thebes, as much as its enemies were elated by the 
neighbourhood of the Macedonian camp. He pro- 
posed that their whole force, infantry and cavdry, 
should march out as far as Eleusis, and that ten am- 
bassadors should be appointed to go to Thebes, who 
should likewise have a voice in the council of the 
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CHAP, ffenerals with respect to the movements of the army. 

XI VT O Jt J 

. And the language of the ambassadors, when they 

came to Thebes, should be that of men who were not 
asking a favour, but oflFering a benefit. 

The -decree, which has been preserved as that in 
which he embodied his proposal, is so dififerent in 
its character from the ordinary state-papers of this 
and indeed of every age, as to raise great doubt of its 
genuineness.^ If it is not a rhetorical exercise, it shows 
that Demosthenes deemed it advisable to excite the 
enthusiasm and to flatter the pride of the Athenians, 
by reminding them of the generous protection which 
their ancestors had granted to the Heracleids and to 
(Edipus. 

The proposal of the embassy at least was imani- 
mously adopted^; and the orator himself was elected 
one of the envoys. We hear of two other decrees 
which he appears to have carried either at this time 
or a little earlier, when it was known that Philip was 
on the point of invading Greece. The works which 
were going on about the docks and the arsenal were 
suspended, that the money employed on them might 
be devoted to purposes of more pressing importance : 
and this measure introduced that which Demosthenes 
had so long had at heart: the surplus which had 
hitherto been swallowed up by the theoric fund was 
now at last appropriated to the maintenance of the 
troops.^ 
Titity The envoys no doubt repaired to Thebes without 

iS^M^ind delay : but they found an adverse embassy already 

Tbebea. 

I Its tone presents a suspicious contrast to the sobriety of the speech reported 
by Demosthenes himselC It is also singular that in tliis report not a word should 
be said of any naval preparations, though the decree directs that a fleet of 200 
ships should be manned, and should sail into the Malian Gulf {krrhs livKmv) : 
a measure, the urgency of which is fkr fhrni evident, particularly when we 
consider that the works at the docks and the anenal were suspended on 
account of the war. Philochorus, u. s. How it is that only Ave envoys are 
named in the decree, may perhaps more easily admit of conjectural explanation. 

' De Cor. § 230. cwrwm»%vijinwf vJanrnp irol oMcy^f ^hrAmos iwd^toy olAiv, 

* Philochorus in Dionys. Ep. i. ad Amm. 1 1. 
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there, composed of Macedonian and Thessalian mini- chap. 
sters^, with those of some other states, probably the v.«-^.-_L/ 
little tribes north of Phocis, which had displayed so 
much zeal in the last Sacred War, and still regarded 
Philip as the champion of religion. ^ They demanded 
either the co-operation of the Thebans against Athens, 
or at least a free passage through BcBotia. It was a 
difficult question ; and the friends of Athens had to 
defend a bold step, when they proposed to defy a king 
who was within one or two days' march of the city, 
with an army of nearly 30,000 men. We may well 
believe that opinions were so nearly balanced in the 
Theban assembly, that the eloquence of Demosthenes 
may have contributed not a little to turn the scale. 
But perhaps the intelligence which he brought of the 
vigorous preparations which Athens was making may 
have weighed still more on the same side. The terms 
also of the alliance proposed were very favourable and 
honourable to Thebes, -^schines — who has probably 
not reported them quite correctly — makes them a 
topic of reproach to his adversary.^ But perhaps 
nothing more was conceded than was imperatively 
required : and certainly it was no time for haggling, 
either about the expenses of the war, or about claims 
of precedence. iEschines asserts that the Thebans 
were allowed by the treaty to share the command of 
the naval force, though Athens was to bear all the 
charges ; and that the army was placed entirely at 
their disposal : evidently a gross exaggeration, which 
however shows that Thebes was to pay her own 
troops. A more important article was one which 
guaranteed the sovereignty of the Boeotian to^\Tis to 
the Thebans, and j^ledged the aid of Athens to reduce 
any that might revolt from them to obedience. 

> The Macedonians, Aniyntas and Clearcbiu ; tbe Thessallans, Daorbus and 
Thras>-dcu8. PlutDem. 18. from Manyas. 
* Philoch. ap. Dion. o. a. ' Ctes. § 142. folL 

VOL. VI. II 
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xLvf* Pliilip was alarmed by the issue of these negotia- 
— .— ' tions, and, in the hope of dissolving the newly formed 
*^"- league, made overtures of peace both at Thebes and 
Thebes and at Athens. His party at Thebes, though it had been 
■tAtbent. fQp^*^^ jq gjy^ ^^y, was Still powcrful, and might be 
strengthened as long as an avenue was kept open for 
bribes or persuasions. Some of the Boeotarchs leaned 
to his side, or at least began to waver as to the expe- 
diency of proceeding to extremities. The Athenian 
troops sent to Thebes were directed by the Theban 
government to return home.^ At Athens, Philip's 
proposals were strongly seconded by Phocion, who 
had recently arrived with the squadron under his 
command^ ; and all the energy and influence of De- 
mosthenes were required to induce the people to re- 
ject them. He urged the policy of removing the 
theatre of war as far as possible from Attica. Phocion 
observed, that the question was, not where they 
should fight, but how they should conquer. The 
event justified his fears, but did not prove that the 
hopes of Demosthenes were ill-founded, -^schines 
describes his adversary as protesting against peace, 
even before it had been proposed, with outrageous 
violence^: and though he denies with scorn that the 
eloquence of Demosthenes had any share in bringing 
about the alliance with Thebes, would have it believed 
that his clamour deterred the Theban government 
from listening to Philip's overtures. When this at- 
tempt had failed, Philip did not think it advisable 
immediately to advance into Boeotia, but resolved first 
to strengthen himself with such reinforcements as he 
could draw from Peloponnesus. He sent a summons 
to his Peloponnesian allies, in which he represented 

» ^Esch. Ctes. p. 76. 

• Plut Phoc. 16. &s Kar4ir\€wrtv itirh ruv yh<fto¥. This circumstance agrees 
▼ery well with the supposition that these proposals preceded the summons sent to 
the Peloponnesian allies to meet in Boedrumion. 

' Threatening to drag any one who should speak in favour of peace with Philip, 
to prison, by the h^fr, 
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the cause of religion as the only one that had moved chap. 
him to take the field, and called upon them to as- ^ , » 
semble their forces in Phocis with provisions for forty 
days in the course of October.^ His application seems 
to have been but coldly received, and few Peloponne- 
sian auxiliaries joined his army. On the other hand, 
Athens and Thebes did not fail to send their ministers 
into Peloponnesus and elsewhere, to counteract his 
efforts, and to obtain succours for themselves. They 
appear to have been rather more successful, since 
we hear of a body of Corinthian troops among their 
forces^; and Demosthenes boasts that Euboea, Achaia, 
Corinth, Thebes, Megara, Leucas, and Corcyra to- 
gether furnished a mercenary force of 15,000 foot and 
2,000 horse, besides the civic contingents, and pecu- 
niary contributions.^ 

Our information as to the events of the ensuing 
campaign is very scanty, and merely fragmentary. We 
find that Philip moved westward as far as Cytinium 
in Doris, which he occupied in like manner as Elatea.* 
He was then within a day's march of Amphissa, the 
ostensible mark of his expedition. Yet it appears to 
have been long before he proceeded farther in that 
direction. He may have been prevented, or have 
been fiimished with a welcome pretext for delay, by 
the movements of the Theban- Attic army, which 
seems to have advanced into the upper vale of the 
Cephisus. The cloud of mutual distrust which had 
been raised between the two cities by the Macedonian 
diplomacy, had now wholly passed away, and had 
been succeeded by a degree of confidence and cordi- 

* rov ivf<rrSros /itiuhs A^ov &s rifitTs Ayofitw &t 8i *A$riya7oi BotiSpofuuvos, 
De Cor. p. 280. Mr. Clinton is compelled by his trmngement of the events to 
adopt Corsini*s violent substitution of *EXa^€oXuiifos for Boriipofuwyos, 

' Strabo(iz. p. 414.) speaks of them as if they were the only Peloponnesian 
auxiliaries. Philip, he says, at Ctueronea defeated *A$ri¥aious tc koI Bourrlovs 
jcol KofnifOious, 

* De Cor. § 296. 

* Philochonu ap. Dion. a. s. ^cAiinrov 8i icara\ai6inoi *E\der§tt» irol KvrfnoF. 

II 2 
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CHAP, ality without example in their previous history. The 
. ^^7^' . Athenian troops had been received within the walls 
of Thebes, and quartered in the houses ; and here, as 
at Byzantium, they showed themselves worthy of this 
confidence by their orderly behaviour.^ The fruits 
of this brotherly feeling became visible when they took 
the field. Philip was worsted by the allied forces in 
two engagements, one of which appears to have taken 
place ill the autumn of 339, and the other in the 
following winter.2 Though it is probable that he 
BuflFered no great loss in either, the result was to 
check his progress, to lower the reputation of his 
arms, and to inspire the allies with unbounded hope 
and self-confidence. The victories were celebrated at 
Athens with sacrifices and processions, and the people 
received applause and congratulation from other 
cities.^ Demosthenes, as the chief author of this 
brilliant success, was honoured with a crown by two 
decrees on the motion of Demomeles and of Hype- 
rides : and though the decree of Hyperides was im- 
peached, the accuser Diondas did not obtain one vote 
in five.* The allies felt themselves strong enough to 
set about restoring several of the Phocian cities, and 
gathering the scattered population within their walls.^ 
Ambrysus in particular, though far removed from 
the scene of the recent military operations, was for- 
tified with a double wall of uncommon strength.® 

* Demostb. de Cor. p. 300. 

' Deniosth. il s. r&r wp^ea fidxiu, r^v r* ^ir2 rov irorofiov, ical r^v x^^M-^P^Hy* 
' Deraoeth. u. s. ^* oft vapii fikt^ rHv AXXmu ifuy iylyropro firau^i, irapii 8* 
6iuiif Owritti K€u mfAinl to7s 9fo7f. 

* Demosth. u. s. p. 302. In Vit x. Or. The name of Arlstonicus Is interpowd 
tween those of Demomeles and Hyperides (p. 363.), k<rr9^>ayii9ri, rp&rtpoy fii^ 

Iwh Arifio/KkovSt *hpurrovtiKoVt Twtptldov xpva^ ar^^di^, 

* Pans. X. 3. 3. iu^ xp^vov yiivioi rots ^vKtwriv al 'w6K9is iu^^iadritrar jvod 4s 
rks mrptias fcar^x^^**'' ^'c tmi' Kotfjuip, srX^y ci /a^ iyouturO^ycd rivas iK(S>\v<Tiv 
iurBwtid Tf ^ i^ ^XVS Koi ri rmv xp^f^*^^ ^^ '''V "^^^ Mtuir *A$fiyaTot Hk Koi, 
Oi|tfcuo( <r^at ^ay ol Karftyotrrts, ^piv ^ rh iv Xoipwi^ff avfiS^ycu -rrcuafAa 'EXAi}(ri. 

^ ' Paus. z. 36. 3. On^cubt is rhy McuccS^vMy ical *tXlwirw §ca$tffrdfjL*voi w6\ffioy 

9tpi4€a\oy rp *Afj^pv<n^ SiirAoOi^ rtlxos' . . . fcaroo'icfv^ 8i wvpyotw ^ iwd\^fwy 11 tt 
ri ftAAo ^ff tinrpiwucaf rtixovs, ttapurtu t& irtfyra a^laip Srt rtixiC^vaty M fiiv^ t^ 
uAriita i^^wBoi. The fortifications of Ambrysus are classed by Pausanias (iv. 
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We can easily believe that Demosthenes does not chap. 



much exaggerate, when he describes Philip as con- 
founded by these reverses, and as betraying his un- 
easiness by the language in which he renewed his 
application for aid to his Peloponnesian allies.^ It 
must have seemed doubtful whether he should be 
able even to accomplish his nominal object, and to 
execute his Amphictyonic commission. Toward this 
however his thoughts were at last seriously bent; 
and in the spring of 338 he prepared to invade the 
territory of Amphissa. The Amphissians sought as- 
sistance from Athens, and Demosthenes exerted his 
influence in their behalf, -^schines charges him with 
having from corrupt motives deprived Athens of 10,000 
mercenaries whom she afterwards needed for her own 
defence, to place them at the disposal of Amphissa.* 
It does not however appear that at the time they 
could have been more advantageously employed. 
They were placed under the command of Chares; 
and another smaller body of mercenary auxiliaries 
was commanded by the Theban general Proxenus.^ 
We learn from Polyronus*, that the two generals 
occupied a defile leading to Amphissa in an impreg- 
nable position. But Philip contrived that a despatch 
should fall into their hands, directed to Antipater in 
Macedonia, in which the king expressed his intention 
of postponing his enterprise against Amphissa, and 

31. 5.) with those of Byzantium, Rhodes, and Messene, as the strongest of Greek 
cities. Bohnecke (p. 533. n. 2.) has justly drawn attention to these passages of 
PauMUiias as strongly confirming his calculation of the time which must have 
intervened between the occupation of Elatea and the battle of Chsronea. 

* De Cor. § 277. ofas r6ii' ii^ltt puphs 6 *i\nnros ttal i¥ ofout ^v ropaxcus fir) 

» Ctes. § 146. 

' Droysen (Urk. p. 50.) observes that the Proxenus who commanded the mer- 
cenaries was an Athenian, though described by Polysnus as a Theban; and 
he refers to Dinarch. c. Demosth. (§ 75. ) as if in proof of his assertion. But 
Dinarchus there distinctly classes Proxenus with the two other Theban traitors, 
Timolaus and Theagenes. 

* IV. 2. 8. The position of the defile is not ascertained. But I do not under- 
stand why Bohnecke considers the passes to the north of the city as out of the 
question (p. 538. note). 

n3 
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CHAP, of marching to quell an insurrection in Thrace. The 

XLiVI ^ 

, ' > credulous commanders, who did not remember that 
he had practised an exactly similar stratagem at 
Byzantium^ abandoned their position, and soon after 
learnt that he had passed the defiles. It seems that 
he met them as they were returning, perhaps in dis- 
orderly haste, to recover their lost vantage ground, 
that he gained a complete victory, and made himself 
master of Amphissa. The city, under the decree of 
the Amphictyons, was razed to the ground, all the 
abettors of the sacrilege were punished ^^ith exile, 
and the Crisscean plain was restored to the owner- 
ship of Apollo, and to the sanctity of perpetual de- 
solation. 

Philip had thus accomi^lished the professed end of 
his expedition, and in a manner which must have 
revived his hopes of compassing that to which this 
was subordinate. But before he attempted to pene- 
trate into BoBOtia, he appears to have sent for a re- 
inforcement from Macedonia, which was probably 
brought by Antipater and his son Alexander.^ The 
pass of Parapotamia, between the roots of Parnassus 
and Mount Hedylium, through which the Cephisus 
flowed out of Phocis into Boeotia, leaving a narrow 
passage on each side^, was held by a body of Boeotian 
troops. But they were unable, it is said, to endure 
the sight of the ravages committed by the Macedonian 
army in the adjacent region*, and having been drawn 
from their position, enabled Philip to advance without 

* Frontin, i. 4. 13. That the Kene should hare been transferred to the Bos- 
porus seems hardly less strange than that the stratagem should have been tried 
and have succeeded twice. Tet Bbhnecke (p. 481. 537.) appears to take no 
offence at the repetition. 

> The stratagem Just related implies that Antipater, at least, was then in 
Macedonia. 

* Strabo (ix. p. 424.) from Theopompus; thus elucidating and corroborating 
the account of Polyacnus. 

* Polywn. IV. 2. 14. o^x' ^ofUvoyrts 6pw rds ir^Xcif -wopBoviiivas, Tet if 
Philip was marching down the upper vale of the Cephisus, these ravages must have 
been committed in Phocis ; not, as Polycnus evidently means, in Borotia. 
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resistance into the plain of Chaironea. After this, a chap. 
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general engagement became morally inevitable. It 
was not to be expected that the Thebans should look 
passively on, while their territory was laid waste, and 
the Boeotian towns were restored to independence. 
Athens must have feared to be left to maintain the 
contest single-handed. If the question was debated, 
as there is some ground to believe, in the Athenian 
assembly, Demosthenes would not find it difficult to 
convince the people, that the decisive struggle was 
unavoidable, and that it could never be risked with a 
fairer prospect of success. It is less easy to explain 
how it was delayed so 'as not to take place before 
August 338. But Philip himself is said to have 
shrunk from the crisis, and to have been finally de- 
termined by the ardour and impatience of his son.^ 
At Athens there were many forebodings of disaster, 
and attempts were made to arrest the march of the 
army by superstitious scruples. A fatal accident 
had occurred during the mysteries which had been 
recently celebrated. It was proposed to consult the 
Delphic oracle on so sinister an omen. Demosthenes 
resisted the motion with an expression which disgusts 
jEschines by its homeliness, but which seems to have 

' Dio Chrys. i. p. 73. t^j ^y Xcupwv€(<f Mx^' '''• f**^ ylKtis ^aalv alnhy aXrtov 
ytvdcOcu, rov warphs iKyovyros rhy Klvivyoy. Mr. Clinton (F. H. ii. p. 354. n. f. 
ed. 3.) justly calls to mind the narrow limitt of the field of action. There can 
l>e no doubt that fifty days afford ample time for all the military operations of 
Philip's campaign, so far as they are known to us. But^ on the other hand, we 
can very easily conceive the crisis to have Ijeen retarded by political intrigues and 
neKotiations, by the nearly even balance of the antagonist forces, and by the hesi- 
tation of both parties to bring the contest to a decisive issue. The supposition 
that no more than fifty dajrs elapsed between the occupation of Elatea and the 
battle of Chsronea, is at variance with many indications, which show, at least, 
that a winter must have intervened between the two events. It requires, as we 
have seen, a violent change of the reading BorjBpofu&yos in Philip's letter to the 
Peloponnesians. It deprives the epithet x<(M*f(*^> applied to the second battle, 
of its natural meaning. It is inconsistent with the proclamation of the crowns 
decreed to Demosthenes at the Dionysia of the following spring, and with the 
fortification and repeopling of the Phocian towns. I have therefore no doubt on 
this head. And this conclusion is quite independent of any opinion that may be 
formed as to the genuineness of the documents which, as I have endeavoured to 
show, 8U(^8t so many grounds for grave suspicion. 

D 4 
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conveyed a very notorious fact: the priestess philip- 
pkes. Unquestionably the oracle was in Philip's 
power. The sacrifices, too, preceding the march 
were pronounced unpropitious. Demosthenes is said 
to have cited Homer's verse, and the examples of 
Pericles and Epaminondas, and to have urged the 
departure of the troops. ^ He himself served on foot, 
in the ranks. The two armies met in the plain of 
ChaBronea : a temple of Hercules, on the banks of the 
little river Haemus, a tributary of the Cephisus, 
marked, while it stood, the encampment of the Greeks; 
as an aged oak, on the banks of the Cephisus, was 
believed, in Plutarch's time, to have overshadowed 
Alexander's tent. 

The really bad omen for the cause of Athens and 
Thebes was, that they had neither a Pericles nor an 
Epaminondas at the head of their army. Thebes 
possessed at this time no general of sufficient note to 
be even mentioned, except Theagenes, who is named 
only to be branded as a traitor ^ ; and the names of 
Chares, Lysicles, and Stratocles, who commanded 
the Athenians, could inspire little confidence. In 
numbers they appear to have at least equalled the 
enemy® ; but though the Sacred Band still preserved 
its excellent discipline and spirit, the Athenians, who 
had now for many years been little used to military 
service, were ill matched with the Macedonian ve- 
terans, led by their king, and by the able officers 
formed in his school, and animated by the presence 
of the young prince Alexander, whom his father 
entrusted with the command of one wing, where 

" Plutarch, Dem. 20. 

* Dinarchus in Dem. § 73. Yet it appears from Plutarch (Alex. 12.) that 
Theagenes fell in the battle^ But compare the passage in Foly-senus (tiii. 40. ), 
which will be mentioned again in a subsequent note. 

' Diodorus (xYi. 85. ) says that Philip, whose army consisted of more than 30,000 
foot, and not less than 2000 horse (this last number is probably wrong), was 
superior in numbers. Justin (ix. 3.), on the contrary, says that the Athenian army 
was fnx more numerous. Droysen (Alex. p. 15.) fixes the number of the allies at 
60,000, but neglects to state either his authority or the elements of his calculation. 
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however some of his best generals were stationed at thap. 
his side. We know very little more of the causes » ^^7^' . 
which determined the event of the battle : and these 
are amply sufficient to account for it. If we may 
believe Polyaenus, Philip at first restrained the ardour 
of his troops, and even feigned a retreat, until the 
Athenians had spent much of the vigour and fury 
-with which they made their onset. ^ Then it ap- 
pears Alexander made a charge, which broke the 
enemy's ranks, and decided the fortune of the day.^ 
The Thebans seem to have kept their ground longest, 
and probably sufi^ered most. The Sacred Band was 
cut off to a man, but fighting where it stood. De- 
mosthenes was not a hero of this kind : but he was 
certainly reproached with cowardice, because he es- 
caped in the general flight, only by those who wished 
that he had been left on the field. Of the Athenians 
not more than 1000 were slain, birt above 2000 were 
taken prisoners^: among these Demades fell into the 
enemy's hands. The loss of the Thebans is not re- 
ported in numbers: but the prisoners were probably 
fewer than the slain. 

It was not the amount of these losses that gave 
such importance to the battle of Cha^ronea, that it 
has been generally considered as the blow which put 
an end to the independence of Greece*, any more 
than it was the loss sustained by Sparta at Leuctra, 
that deprived her of her supremacy. But the event 
of this day broke up the confederacy which had been 
formed against Philip, as it proved that its utmost 
efforts could not raise a force sufficient to meet him, 

> IT. 2. 7., Till. 40., where he says that Theagenes was asked, how far he meant 
to pursue ? and answered, Aifcar tu Macedonicu In iv. 2. 2., the like language is 
attributed to Stratoclea. 

* Diodorus, XVI. 86. Alexander was in the wing opposed to the Thebans, and 
first charged the Sacred Band. 

' Diodor. Fr. lib. xxxii. inr^p 8«rx*Afot;». 

* So Lycurgus, c I-.eocr. § 60. ^ olroi t« (the slain at Chieronea) rhr fiiop 
• /tfT^XXo^ay Koi ri riis 'EAAdSoj cit iovKtiw luriwww cvyrrd/^ fhf roh ro&r^¥ 
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CHAP, with any chance of success, in tlie field. Each of the 
. ^^'J^' . allied states therefore was left at his mercy. The 
consternation which the tidings of this disaster caused 
at Athens was probably greater than had ever been 
known there except after the loss at iEgos-potamos. 
Two remarkable instances have been preserved, which 
may serve to illustrate the effect which they produced 
on different minds. A citizen of good condition, 
named Leocrates, who had no doubt made prepar- 
ations for flight, when the news arrived, collected his 
movable effects and transported them on board a 
vessel which was lying off the coast bound for Rhodes. 
On his landing there he spread a report, which he 
probably expected would be soon confirmed by the 
event, that the city was taken, and Piraeus besieged. 
This was not a solitary case: for we find that the 
Areopagus, exerting the extraordinary authority 
which it had often' assumed in similar cases, arrested 
and put to death several persons who had attempted 
to quit the city ; and one Autolycus was brought to 
trial and condemned, because he had removed his 
family to a place of safety. It was even thought ne- 
cessary to pass a decree, subjecting emigration to 
the penalties of treason^: and Leocrates, when he 
returned home seven years afterwards, was capitally 
impeached for his flight. 

Isocrates was still living at Athens, in good health 
and in full possession of his faculties, although in his 
ninety-ninth year, when he heard of the battle. The 
tidings went to his heart, and induced him to put an 
end to his life by voluntary abstinence.^ He was a 
sincere patriot, notwithstanding the pains he took 
to forward Philip's ambitious designs. The event 
which had now established a new relation between his 

' Lycurgus, c. Leoc. § 62, 53. Autolycus was & member of the Areopagus ; 
Plutarch, Vits, z. Or. Lycurgus, p. 643. D. 

' Fausaniaa, i. 18. 8. Flutarch, Ylt z. Or. Isocmtes, p. 838. B. 
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country and Macedonia, dissolved the bright vision chap. 
on which his fancy had so long dwelt, of a Greek ,_^_L; 
war against Persia, under a Macedonian leader. The 
tomb of the wealthy rhetorician was adorned with a 
lofty column, surmounted by a colossal figure of a 
Siren ^: an emblem meant by his friends to signify 
the fascinating power of his eloquence, and which 
was no less appropriate with respect to the fatal 
tendency of his political counsels. 

Athens however was not yet deserted by the ancient Prcpar- 
spirit which had borne her up under so many disasters. lthen&! 
In the first dismay of the ill news an extraordinary 
assembly was summoned, and a decree passed, on the 
motion of Hyperides, directing a series of measures 
for the defence of the city.^ That the Five Hundred 
should go down in a body, armed, to Piraeus, to pro- 
vide for the security of the ports. That the women 
and children, and certain sacred treasures, should Jbe 
lodged in Piraeus.^ That the generals should have 
power to exact the service of all persons, whether 
citizens or foreigners, to keep guard, as they thought 
fit.* That the slaves should be emancipated, the 
resident aliens admitted to the franchise, and the 
citizens who had been degraded restored to their 
privileges.^ The military duty — at least before the 
fugitives had begun to flock in from Chaeronea — fell 
almost entirely on the old men ; and envoys were 
sent to Andros, Ceos, Trcezen, and Epidaurus, as the 
nearest friendly places, to implore succours.^ De- 
mosthenes took an active part in these missions, but 
certainly not, as his enemies afterwards insinuated^, 
because he was afraid of remaining at Athens. At 
his instance new intrenchments were thrown up 

• Plutarch, u. s. C. 

• Lycurgus, c. Leocr. § 37. * Plut. Vit x. Or. Hyperides, p. 849. A. 

• Lycurg. u. 8. § 16. ' u. 8. § 41. • u. s. § 43. 

' Dinarch. c. Dem. § 81. a^hs iavrhy wp€<r€€VT^y KeeratrK€vdffas, Xr in rrjs 
ir6\€t»s diKoipaifi. 
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CHAP, round the city, and the walls were put in the best 
- repair that the time permitted. The expense was 

defrayed by private contributions, in which he bore 
his share ; for the public treasury was quite exhausted. 
The work was carried on in a spirit of patriotic de- 
votion: no hand was idle, no property was spared: 
timber was taken from the adjacent groves or olive 
grounds: stones from the tombs, arms from the 
temples.^ Demosthenes had infused his own energy 
into the people. He and his friends, though he 
might naturally have been considered, and was loudly 
denounced by his political opponents, as the author of 
the calamity, had never exercised greater influence 
than in this season of alarm and distress. He was 
indeed assailed with repeated prosecutions, but passed 
triumphantly through all.^ And not long after, he 
received the most signal token that could be given of 
public confidence and esteem : he was appointed to 
deliver the funeral oration at the solenm obsequies 
which were celebrated over the citizens who fell at 
Chaeronea. On the other hand, Lysicles, the general, 
was brought to trial, and put to death, for his con- 
duct in the battle. We do not know why he was 
singled out for punishment, or whether his colleagues 
did not venture to return. But that his life was not 
sacrificed to a blind resentment, seems sufficiently 
proved by the character of his prosecutor, the upright 
and nobleminded Lycurgus. 

As long as it remained unknown what use Philip 
would make of his victory, there was certainly reason 
to fear the worst : and if it be true that, at first, he 
rejected the application of the heralds who came from 
Lebadea to ask leave to bury the slain ^, we might 
suppose that he wished to keep the vanquished awhile 
in suspense as to their fate. That he should even 

' Lycurgas u. 8. § 44. ' Demosthenes de Cor. § 209, 210. 

* Plut Yit. X. Or. Hyperides, p. 849. A. 
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have forffotten himself for a time, on the scene of his chap. 

XLiVI 

triumph, intoxicated by the complete success which u , ' > 
had suddenly crowned the plans and labours of so 
many years, would not be at all inconsistent with his 
character. He is said to have risen from the banquet 
to visit the field of battle, and, as he passed among 
the slain, though the sight of the Sacred I^and drew 
from him an exclamation of sympathy, to have sung 
a verse in derision of the decrees of Demosthenes.^ 
This anecdote is more credible, than that he exposed 
himself to the rebuke of Demades by his behaviour to 
his prisoners.^ It would be absurd to suppose, with 
Diodorus, that such a man as Demades, however the 
king might be pleased at such a moment with his 
freedom and his wit, could have had any influence 
over him : but it seems that Philip did not disdain to 
gain him for his own ends, and to communicate his 
desigos to him, and employ him as his agent. 

The manner in which he finally treated his con- conditioiii 
quered enemies excited general surprise, and has ®'**'*^ 
earned perhaps more praise than it deserves. He 
dismissed the Athenian prisoners without ransom, 
several of them even newly clothed, and all with their 
baggage; and sent Antipater, accompanied, Justin 
says, by Alexander, with the bones of their dead, to 
whom he had himself paid the last rites ^, to Athens, 
to offer peace, on terms such as no Athenian would 
have ventured to propose to him. The common- 
wealth was required indeed to resign a great part of 
its foreign possessions, perhaps all but the Cherso- 
nesus, Lemnos, Imbros, and Samos*, where a fresh 
cleruchial colony had been planted after the Social 
War, which rendered it an object of prime import- 

' A7ifiOff$4v7is AtifunrBdyovs Tlcuctyuls rdJf tlvty, Flut Dem. 20. 

• Dlodorus, XTi. 87. • Polybius, v. 10. Diodor. Fr. xzzu. 

* Hutarch, AL 28. 
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CHAP, ance : but it was left in undisturbed possession of all 
v__y«L; its domestic resources, and its territory was even 
enlarged by the addition of Oropus, which Thebes 
was now forced to resign.^ The value of these con- 
cessions was greatly enhanced by comparison with 
the conditions on which peace was granted to the 
Thebans. They were obliged to ransom not only 
their prisoners but their dead. Not only Oropus, 
but the sovereignty of the Boeotian to^vns was taken 
from them. Platsea^ and Orchomenus^ were re- 
stored to as many as could be found of their old 
inhabitants ; at least filled mth an independent popu- 
lation implacably hostile to Thebes. Bat this was 
the lightest part of her punishment. She lost not 
only power, but freedom. She was compelled to 
admit a Macedonian garrison into the citadel: and 
to recal her exiles. The government was lodged in 
their hands: a council of Three Hundred selected 
from them was invested with supreme authority, both 
legislative and judicial.'* Some of their adversaries 
had, it appears, been put to death by Philip's orders 
before their return. But the rest might safely be 
committed to the mercy of such a tribunal. The 
scenes which took place after the former occupation 
of the Cadmea were no doubt daily renewed.^ But 
it was now more difficult to find a place of refuge, 
and there was less room for a hope of deliverance. 

Philip's treatment of the Athenians has been com- 
monly accounted magnanimous. It may indeed be 

* Paus. L. 34. 1. 

* Paus. IV. 27. 10., IX. 1.8. Plutarch (Alex. 34.) says, that it was Alexander 
who gave the Platieans leave to rebuild their city. Both accounts may be true. 
Philip's decree may not have been executed until some years later. Yet we And 
tnM)ps of Plata» and Orchomenus at the capture of Thebes. 

» Paus. IV. 27. 10., IX. 37. 8. 

* Justin, IX. 4. Trecentos exules judiccs rectoresque civitati dedit 

» Dinarch. c Demosth. p. 92. The Thebans rise, t4 wop* adroit (nrh rS>v 
VlaKili6voav iv rfi w6\€i yiydfitya ip4pfiv oi/icrn Hvrifitvoi, ov8i rj^r ZovKucof inofitytiy, 
oifBk rits Sfiptis opay rds els r^ iX^iAtpa at^fxara yufOfi4ptu, 
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said, that in them he did honour to the manly re- c"ap. 
sistance of open enemies, while in the case of the - J^ - 
Thebans he punished treachery and ingratitude, and 
knowing the people to be generally hostile to him, 
crushed the power of the state, and used the faction 
which depended on him as the instrument of his ven- 
geance. On the other hand it must be remembered, 
that, when this was done, he had the less reason to 
dread the hostility of Athens : he might safely con- 
ciliate the favour of the Greeks by a splendid example 
of lenity and moderation. It is not improbable that 
this was the course to which he was inclined by his 
own prepossessions.^ But had it been otherwise, 
there were reasons enough to deter so wary a prince 
from violent measures, which would have driven the 
Athenians to despair. He had probably very early 
intelligence of the preparations for defence which they 
had begun while they expected an invasion. He 
might indeed have ravaged Attica, and have carried 
on a Decelean war : but it was by no means certain 
that he could make himself master of the city and 
Piraeus: and nothing but a very clear prospect of 
immediate success could have rendered the attempt 
advisable. The danger of a failure, and even the 
inconvenience of delay, was far greater than the ad- 
vantage to be reaped from it. For he had now more 
brilliant objects in views : time was doubly precious 
to him ; and it would have been wantonly to tempt 
his fortune, if by too grasping a policy he had raised 
unnecessary hinderances to his own designs. 

His offers were gladly, if not thankfully, accepted 
at Athens. Demades, who had there the credit of 
having disposed the king towards peace, and who ap- 
pears to have been sent with ^schines to conclude it, 
rose high in popular favour, though not so as to 

> See Vol. V. p. 224. 
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CHAP, counterbalance the influence of Demostlienes.^ Philip 
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*—^^J^ now saw his road open to Peloponnesus, and he pro- 
conffre«8 at cccdcd to Corfnth ^, whither he had invited all the 
Corinth, gtates of Greece to send their deputies, to hold a con- 
gress as in the time of the ancient league against 
Persia. The avowed object of this assemblage was 

) indeed to settle the affairs of Greece, and to put an 
end to intestine feuds by the authority of a supreme 
council. But it was well known that Philip meant 
to use it for the purposes of his enterprise against 
Persia. It was attended by ministers from every 
Greek state, except Sparta, which could not expect 
that any measures would be carried there, but such 
as were opposed to her interests.* At Athens, when 
Demades proposed that they should take part in the 
congress, some opposition was made from a quarter 
in which it could hardly have been looked for. 
Phocion, who, as a moderate adherent of the Mace- 
donian party, had gained increased authority from 
the new turn of affairs, advised the people to wait 
until they knew what demands Philip would make 
on the members of the confederacy. His objections 
however were overruled. The people regretted, when 
it was too late, that they had not listened to his 
wai'nings.* 

Their absence, however it might have displeased 
Philip, would not have thwarted his plans. The con- 
gress would have been neither more nor less ready 
to comply with his wishes. As it was, all his pro- 
posals were adopted. War was declared against 
Persia, and he was appointed to command the na- 
tional forces with which it was to be waged : each 
state was to contribute a fixed contingent of ships or 

' Demosthenes dc Cor. § 352. AiifAdiriv, ipri trtwoniK^a r^v tlp^rriy. 
' An anecdote of an Interview which he had at Corinth with the younger 
Dionysius is preserved by Plutarch, Tlmol. 15. 

' Anian, i. 1. * Plutarch, Phoc 16, 
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men, according to the nature of its resources.^ One chap. 
object only now remained to detain Philip in the » ^^J^ . 
south of Greece : to fulfil the promises which he had pwiip's ex- 
made some years before to his Peloponnesian allies, ?^i^n.*" 
to animate them by his presence, and to make Sparta »«•"«• 
feel the effects of his displeasure. His march through 
Peloponnesus was for the most part a peaceful, tri- 
umphal progress. Hence it may be that so few traces 
of it are left in our historical fragments. It is chiefly 
by some casual allusions in Polybius and Pausanias 
that the fact itself is ascertained. By their light we 
are just enabled to track his course through Arcadia 
into Laconia, and then back again along the western 
coast. The site on which he had encamped not far 
from Mantinea, was remembered in the time of 
Pausanias^, when a spring near which the royal tent 
had been pitched was still named after him. In 
Laconia he made a longer stay, and had to encounter 
some resistance. The Eleans, though they had not 
joined him at Chaeronea, were induced either by fear 
or resentment to co-operate with him in this in- 
vasion.^ About the time of the battle of Chaeronea, 
according to some accounts on the same day, king 
Archidamus, who had been sent to the aid of Taren- 
tum against the Lucanians, was slain in Italy: an 
event which, though he died fighting with Spartan 
valour, was attributed to celestial vengeance, because 
the auxiliaries whom he took with him were mostly 
Phocian mercenaries, and shared his fate.* Sparta 
was perhaps a little the weaker for his absence, though 
he could not have made any stand against the Mace- 
donian army, which was probably reinforced by all 
the hostile neighbours of the state. Philip however 



' Diodorus, xYi. 89. Justin (ix. 5, 6.) states tbe whole amount of the promised 
auxiliaries, 200,000 foot, and 15.000 horse. The exaggeration seems so monstrous, 
that one suspects a mistake in the numbers. 

■ VIII. 7.4. ■ Paus. ▼. 4. 9. * Diodorus, xvi. 88. 

VOL. VI. I 
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CHAP, appears not to have made any attempt against the 
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capital. His object undoubtedly was not to crush 
this power, which strengthened his own by the 
jealousy it inspired, but to humble it, and to secure 
his allies against its encroachments. He advanced 
therefore ravaging the country as far as the seacoast 
near Gythium, where Pausanias saw a trophy which 
had been erected for a victory obtained over a de- 
tachment of his army.^ It appears however that in 
the end Sparta submitted to the terms which he pre- 
scribed. According to one account, he did not eva- 
cuate her territory before he had contracted its limits 
by concessions which he forced her to make on three 
sides, to Messene, Megalopolis, Tcgea, and Argos : but 
it seems that he used the congress as his instrument 
in this partition.^ He then pursued his march through 
Olympia and Elis to the isthmus. There can be little 
doubt at least that it was on this occasion that he 
founded a circular building, called the Philippeura, 
which was long adorned with statues of the Macedo- 
nian princes, within the sacred precincts in which 
the Olympic games were celebrated^, as the Megalo- 
politans gave his name to a portico in their market- 
place.* The western states beyond the isthmus like- 
wise acknowledged his authority : the leaders of the 
anti-Macedonian party in Acarnania were driven into 
exile, and Ambracia consented to receive a Macedonian 
garrison.^ Byzantium also, it seems, entered into an 
alliance with him, which was little more than a de- 
cent name for subjection.^ Thus crowned with new 

I 

* Pnusanias, iii. 24. 6. This seems sufficient evidence that the expedition was 
not conducted in so peaceable a manner as Lyciscus found it convenient to 
represent. Polybius, ix.27. 

* Compare the statements of Chlsneas and Lyciscus in Polyb. xx. 22. 27. 

■ Paus. V. 17. 4., 20. 10. ♦xAimry iwoiii$ri. He observes of the croii at Mega- 
lopolis, oh ^iKimros iwoiriatK 

* Paus. viii. 30. 6. • Diodorus, xvu. 3. 

* This supposition seems necessary to explain the assistance afforded to Alexander 
in his expedition to the Danube. Arrian, l 3. 
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honours, having overcome every obstacle, and estab- chap. 
lished his power on the firmest foundation in every ■ \ ' - 
part of Greece, he returned in the autumn of 338 to 
Macedonia, to prepare for the greater enterprise on 
which his thoughts were now wholly bent. 

This brilliant fortune however was before long over- 
cast by a cloud of domestic troubles. Philip, not less 
from temperament than policy, had adopted the ori- 
ental usage of polygamy, which, though repugnant to 
the ancient Greek manners, did not in this age, as we 
find from other examples, shock public opinion in 
Greece. Thus, it seems, before his marriage with 
Olympias, he had formed several matrimonial alli- 
ances, which might all contribute to strengthen his 
political interests. An Illyrian princess, a Macedo- 
nian lady, apparently of the Lyncestian family, which 
had some remote claims to the throne, and two from 
Thessaly, one a native of Pherae, the other from La- 
rissa, are mentioned before Olympias in the list of his 
-wives. After his marriage with Olympias, he did not 
reject the hand of a Thracian princess, which was 
offered to him by her father. In each of these cases 
however there was an apparent motive of policy, 
which may have rendered the presence of so many 
rivals more tolerable than it would otherwise have 
been to Olympias, a woman of masculine spirit and 
violent passions, and who, as a daughter of the house 
of Epirus, which traced its pedigree to Achilles, no 
doubt regarded herself as far superior to them all in 
rank, and as Philip's sole legitimate consort. But B.c.337. 
'lifter his return to Macedonia from his victorious pwiip's 
campaign in Greece, perhaps early in the following withow- 
spring, he contracted another union, for which it ^*^ 
does not appear that he had the same excuse to plead. 
Cleopatra, the niece of Attains, one of his generals, 
had, it seems, attracted him by her beauty. He 

sought her hand, and their nuptials were celebrated 

I 2 
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CHAP, with the usual festivities, in the palace at Pella, where 
X , ' / perhaps Olympias was residing. This would not be 
stranger than it is that Alexander was present at the 
banquet, which, according to the custom of the court, 
was prolonged till both Philip and his guests were 
very much heated with wine. Attains had secretly 
cherished the presumptuous hope, that his niece's in- 
fluence over the king might induce him to alter the 
succession, and to appoint a child of hers heir to the 
throne. When the wine had thrown him off^ his 
guard, he could not refrain from disclosing his wishes, 
and called on the company to pray that the gods would 
crown the marriage of Philip and Cleopatra by the 
birth of a legitimate successor to the kingdom. Alex- 
ander took fire at this expression ; and exclaiming. 
Do you then count me a bastardy hurled the goblet 
out of which he was drinking at Attains. The 
hall became a scene of tumult. Philip started from 
his couch, and instead of rebuking Attains, drew his 
sword, and rushed at his son ; but before he reached 
him, stumbled and fell. Alexander, before he with- 
drew, is said to have pointed to his father, as he lay 
on the floor, with the taunt : See the man who would 
pass over from Europe to Asia^ upset in crossing from 
one couch to another. ^ 
Hb do- The quarrel did not end with the intoxication of 

trouwes. the evening, as the ofifence which had been given to 
the prince was much deeper than the momentary 
provocation. He and his mother quitted the kingdom ; 
she found shelter at the court of her brother Alex- 
ander, who after the death of Arybas had succeeded, 
through Philip's intervention, to the throne of Epirus, 
having supplanted jEacides, the lawful heir. Alex- 
ander took up his abode in Ill3nH[a. It seems as if 
both the mother and the son had endeavoured to 

> Plut Alex. 0. AthexL zin. 6. 
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kindle a war in these countries against Philip. Of chap. 
Olympias it is expressly related ^, and may be easily - 
believed, that she instigated her brother to avenge 
her wrongs with the sword. As to the motive of 
Alexander's sojourn in lUyria, there may be more 
room to doubt: but it clearly seems to have been 
connected with the occasion of a battle in which 
Philip was about this time engaged with the lUy- 
rians.^ He was obliged at last to employ the good 
offices of a Corinthian, named Demaratus, to induce 
his son to return to Macedonia.^ It was not so easy 
to appease Olympias : and it was most likely with a 
view to baffle her intrigues, that Philip negotiated a 
match between his brother-in-law and their daughter 
Cleopatra. When the Epirot king had been thus 
pacified, his sister saw that she must defer her re- 
venge, and returned, apparently reconciled, to her 
husband's court. Her resentment was implacable; 
Alexander too, after his return, still harboured sus- 
picions of his father's intentions with respect to his 
inheritance. 

These unhappy differences, and perhaps the con- 
tinued apprehension of hostile movements on the 
side of Illyria and Epirus, may have been the causes 
which prevented Philip from crossing over to Asia in 
person in 337 : though, if he waited for the arrival 
of his Greek confederates, their tardiness might fully 
account for the delay. But in the course of this 
year he sent over a body of troops under the com- 
mand of Parmenio, Amyntas, and Attains*, whom 
perhaps he was glad to remove in this honourable 
manner from his court, to the western coast of Asia, 
to engage the Greek cities on his side, and to serve as 
a rallying point for all who were disaffected to the 

* Justin, IX. 7. ' Diodorus, xvi. 93. 

' Plut Alex. 9. * Diodorus, xvi. 9. Justin, ix. 5. 8. 
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Persian government. This measure was the more 
expedient, because the Persian court, which had been 
for some time aware of its danger, might be expected, 
and had in fact begun, to take some steps to avert it: 
though its hope seems to have been rather to detain 
Philip in Europe by means of gold and intrigues, 
which might raise fresh enemies to keep him occupied 
at home, than to stop his passage into Asia by its 
military or naval force. The beneficial consequences 
of this movement soon appeared in the prospect which 
it opened of detaching a very important province 
from the Persian empire without a blow. Ada, the 
sister, and, according to a widely prevalent Asiatic 
usage, wife of Idrieus, who had succeeded his sister 
Artemisia, the widow of his elder brother Mausolus, 
in Caria, survived her husband, and was appointed 
by him his successor : an arrangement which might 
somewhat displease her Greek subjects, but was not 
at all repugnant to the ideas of the Carian popu- 
lation.^ Ada however seems not to have inherited 
the masculine energy of the elder Artemisia : she was 
deprived of her dominions, only retaining the strong 
fortress of Alinda, by her brother Pixodarus. Still 
the usurper felt his footing insecure, and looked about 
him for foreign support. He had to choose between 
submission to Persia and an alliance with Philip, as 
the price of protection. He decided on the latter 
measure, probably as that which held out the fairest 
prospect of independence, and proposed to give his 
eldest daughter to Arridieus, Philip's son by his La- 
risssean wife, Philinna^, a youth of imbecile intellect. 



» Arrian, i. 23. Compare Vol. IV. p. 386. 

■ Plutarch's description of Philinna (Alex, extr.), yvvauchs iX6^ou koI fronts, is 
conflnned by PtolemoMis in Athenieus xiii. 40., where she is said to have been a 
dancing-giri (♦lAfmrou aif^i^trayros ^l\iyvay r^y opx'?<"'P^'«) J *>"' *t ** hardly con- 
sistent with the political oluect assigned to the n)aiTia^ by Diaearchus in Athe- 
nseus, XIII. 5., who says that Philip mairied Philinna, oikcu^cutOou $4\vv rb rwv 
SvrraKvp f$vos. He would scarcely have chosen a woman of such a condition 
with that view. 
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Olympias was, or affected to be, alarmed by this ne- chap. 
gotiation ; several of Alexander's young companions . ^J^' - 
shared her suspicions, and their insinuations per- 
suaded him that the intended marriage was a step by 
which Philip designed to raise his half-brother to the 
throne. Under this impression he dispatched Thes- 
salus, a Greek player, who was exercising his pro- 
fession at the Macedonian court, on a secret mission 
to Caria, to induce Pixodarus to break off the match 
with Arridjeus, a half-witted bastard, and to transfer 
his daughter's hand to Alexander himself. Pixodarus 
joyfully accepted the prince's offer. But Philip, 
having discovered the correspondence, shamed his 
son out of his suspicions by an indignant expostu- 
lation, which he addressed to him in the presence of 
his young friend, Parmenio's son, Philotas, on the 
unworthiness of the connection which he was about 
to form with a barbarian who was not even an inde- 
pendent prince, but a Persian vassal. Alexander 
dropt the project; but it so strongly excited his 
father's resentment, that he wrote to Corinth to de- 
mand that Thessalus should be sent to him in chains, 
and banished five of Alexander's companions, Har- 
palus, Nearchus, Erigyius, Laomedon, and Ptolemseus, 
from Macedonia^: to one of them the beginning of a 
wonderful elevation. So passed the year 337. 

Toward the end of the next spring Philip's prepa- 
rations for his Asiatic expedition were far advanced. 
He had summoned the Greek states to furnish their 
contingents, and, as became the general of the Am- 
phictyonic Council, had consulted the Delphic oracle 
on the event of his enterprise; and it is said had 
received an answer worthy of its ancient reputation 
for politic ambiguity: Crowned is the victim^ the altar 
is ready ^ the stroke is impending^: though the event 

" Arr. III. 6. Plut Alex. 10. 

■ "EtrrcvTOi iikw 6 ravpoi, fx*i r^Xof, iarip 6 9(taw, Diodor. xti. 91. 
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CHAP, renders this anecdote somewhat suspicious. It only 
< ^ ^ ' / remained to take the precaution which he had medi- 
tated for securing the peace of his dominions in his 
absence, by a closer alliance with the king of Epirus, 
B. c. 336. which might also soothe Olympias. The day of the 
Foativaiat marriage was fixed, and Philip determined to cele- 
brate the event with the utmost splendour. It af- 
forded an opportunity which he never let slip, of 
attracting Greeks from all parts to his court, of 
dazzling them by his magnificence, and winning them 
by his hospitality. A solemn festival — either the 
national one of the Muses, or the Olympic games 
instituted by Archelaus — was proclaimed to be held 
in the ancient capital, JEgae. Musical and dramatic 
contests were announced, for which artists of the 
greatest celebrity were engaged. When the time 
arrived the city was crowded with strangers; not 
only guests invited by the king and his courtiers, but 
envoys deputed by most of the leading cities of Greece, 
to honour the solemnity, and to offer presents, chiefly 
crowns of gold, to the king. Among the rest Athens 
sent a crown, and with it a decree which was publicly 
read by the herald, enacting that any one who should 
form a design against Philip, if he fled to Athens, 
should be given up. In the banquet which followed 
the nuptials, Philip desired the player Neoptolemus 
to recite some piece of poetry, appropriate to his ap- 
proaching expedition against the Persian king. The 
player chose a lyrical piece, which seemed strikingly 
applicable to tlie power, the pride, the wealth, and 
luxury of the monarch who was now threatened with 
a sudden fall: it also spoke of death, which, ap- 
proaching unseen, by hidden paths, with rapid step, 
cuts off in a moment far-reaching hopes. ^ 

On the morrow an exhibition was to take place in 

' Diodorus, XTi. 92. 
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the theatre : it was filled at an early hour with spec- chap. 
tators. The entertainments began with a solemn s^^^^,^ 
procession, in which, among other treasures, were 
carried images, of exquisite workmanship, and gor- 
geously adorned, of the twelve Olympian gods: a 
thirteenth, which seemed to be somewhat profanely 
associated with them, represented Philip himself. 
The shouts of an admiring, applauding multitude 
then announced the king's approach. He advanced 
in white robes and festal chaplet, with his son and 
the bridegroom on either side a few paces behind him. 
His guards he had ordered to keep at a distance, that 
all might have a view of his person, and that it might 
not be supposed he doubted the universal good-will 
of the Greeks. This was the moment when a young pi»"»p mur. 
man stept forth from the crowd, ran up to the king, 
and drawing a Celtic sword ^ from beneath his gar- 
ments, plunged it into his side. Philip fell dead. 
The murderer rushed toward the gates of the town, 
where horses were waiting for him. He was closely 
pursued by some of the great officers of the royal 
body-guard, but would have mounted before they 
had overtaken him, if his sandal had not been caught 
by the stump of a vine, which brought him to the 
ground. In the first heat of their passion his pur- 
suers dispatched him. 

His name was Pausanias : the motive that impelled 
him to the deed, was that he had suffered an outrage 
from Attains, for which Philip had refused to give 
him satisfaction. So much we know with certainty 
from the unquestionable authority of Aristotle^, who 

' One much longer than the common Greek sword : fidxcupa fioucpd, Strabo, iv. 4. 
Nlebuhr (ii. p. 525.) compares the Highland claymore. The hilt of the one used 
by Pausanias was, it seems, adorned with the figure of a chariot So there was a 
story, that Philip had been warned by the oracle of Trophonius, to beware of a 
chariot, and never mounted one. JEhan, V. H. iii. 45. Cicero de Fato, 4. 

' Pol. V. 8. 10. Schn. Mr. Williams, in his entertaining Life of Alexander the 
Great (2nd ed. in the Family Library, p. 22.), seems not to have been aware of 
this decisive passage, and tells his readers: U'c have no account of the cwupiraey 
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CHAP, may have been an eye-witness of the scene. Whether 
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Pausanias filled a post in the royal guards, as Diodorus 
relates, is not so certain, and is a point of little mo- 
ment. It appears that he was a youth of noble 
family.^ The preparations made for his escape seemed 
to imply that he had accomplices, and grounds were 
discovered for suspecting that two or three members 
of the Lyncestian family were privy to his intention. 
It was also remembered that he had once asked the 
sophist Hermocrates, how one might become most 
conspicuous ? and had been answered, that the surest 
way was to take the life of the man who had achieved 
the greatest things. But the gravest suspicions rested 
on persons nearer to the throne, on Ol3niipias and 
Alexander. Of the guilt of Olympias there could be 
no doubt, if we were to believe all the stories reported 
by Justin, which appear to have been current not 
long after the murder : that it was she who provided 
horses for the assassin's flight: that she placed a 

affainti PhiUp*$ life from any author of credit. The authoritiei followed by 
Plutarch, Diodorua, and Juttin were evidently $ome low writeri of Southern 
Greece, totally ignorant of the very constitution of the Macedonian court. Ac- 
cording to them, the death of Philip wom an act of private vengeance, perpetrated 
by the youthful Pauaanias, whom a denial of justice, under the most atrocioui 
iiyuricM, had driven to the act of oMtaseination, It is instructive to observe how 
directly every one of these assertions is contradicted by Aristotle's short sentence : 
'H Si ^iXlmrov twh Uavtraifiov, HA rh iatrai ^SpiffBfjvai avrh¥ iirh rHv w€p\ ArroAov. 
It seemed worth while to quote them as another instance, how dangerous it may 
be to take it for granted, that these low wriUra drew their statements from the 
wont sources, even when we do not possess the earlier authors. Perhaps even as 
to the constitution of the Macedonian court, some of these low writers were not 
quite so ignorant as Mr. Williams believes. They might have been able to give 
him some information on the subject, which be himself would have found useful. 
They could perhaps have told him, that the term awfiaro4>v\a^ was not confined 
to the great officers in the Macedonian army, whose rank answered nearly to that 
of fleld-marshals ; and that Pausanias might have been a young man, and yet a 
crw/Miro^t;A.a(. (See Arrian, i. 6. 8., iii. 17. 4. (with Ellendt's note), iv. 30. 6.; 
Diodor. zvi. 93. ; Plut Alex. 61. ; Schmleder on Q. Curtius, iv. 13. 19., vi. 8. 
17.) One can hardly help considering it as a just retribution, that Mr. Williams 
through his eagerness to fix an indelible stain on the moral character of Demo- 
sthenes, should have been led into oversights and mistakes which a little damage 
his own reputation as a critic and a scholar. 

* For the assertion that he was €m Orestian prince, we should require better 
authority than that mentioned in the last note. Diodorus (xvx. 93.) only says, 
MoKeSvy, U rrjs 'Op«(rr(8of KoXovfUtnis, Justin (ix. 6.), nobilis ex Mactdonibus 
adoUseens, 
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golden crown on his head, as he hung on the cross ; chap. 
that she caused his body to be burnt on the spot which ^..^.^ 
contained her husband's ashes, and even honoured his 
memory with yearly rites,' and dedicated the sword 
with which he had stabbed the king to Apollo. But suspicioiw 
the first of these alleged facts, which would be the Xmpias 
only unequivocal proof of a criminal participation, andAiex- 
can never have rested on any thing more than a vague ^ ^^' 
suspicion : and the rest only prove, what may indeed 
be easily believed, that this vindictive woman made 
no secret of the joy she felt at her husband's death. 
It was indeed an event which she must have ardently 
longed for : since it afforded her the means of sating 
her thirst for revenge in the blood of persons who 
were the objects of her still deadlier hatred. She 
seized the earliest opportunity of Alexander's absence, 
to murder her rival Cleopatra and an infant which 
she had borne to Philip.^ 

But if we inquire how Alexander incurred the like 
suspicion, we find that Pausanias was said to have 
complained to him of his wrongs, and that he quoted 
a verse of Euripides, which might be construed as 
an exhortation to revenge.^ If the anecdote were 
authentic, the quotation might have been pointed at 
Attains and Cleopatra. Beyond this, it can only be 
said that Alexander, as well as his mother, had been 
deeply provoked : slight ground for such a presump- 
tion even against Olympias, but which, with respect 
to a character like his, which instinctively recoiled 
from every species of baseness, we are hardly per- 
mitted to mention.^ That he was jealous of his 
father's conquests, and never regarded him, either 

* Plut Alex. 10. Pausanias (viii. 7. 7.) says, that she roasted them alive. 
Justin (iz. 7.) only relates, that she made the mother hang herself, after haviog 
killed her child (according to him a girl, according to Pausanias a boy) in her 
lap. 

« Plut Alex. 10. 

* Tet Niebuhr in his Lectures expresses a suspicion, almost amounting to a full 
conyiction, of Alexander's guilt 
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CHAP, during his life, or after his death, with much affection 
- or reverence, may be true : but Philip had not taken 

any great pains to secure his filial duty. We read 
among Plutarch's anecdotes, that he one day told the 
prince, that the more rivals he met with among his 
other children for the throne, the more he might owe 
it to his own merit: but he bade him attend to Aris- 
totle's precepts, which would teach him to avoid many 
things which he himself repented of. 
Phmp»i Thus, in the forty-seventh year of his age, the 

***'**^'^' twenty-fourth of his reign, perished Philip of Macedon : 
at the end of one great stage of a prosperous career, 
near the outset of another which opened immeasurable 
room for hope. A great man certainly, according to 
the common scale of princes, though not a hero like 
his son, nor to be tried by a philosophical model. 
But it was something great, that one who enjoyed the 
pleasures of animal existence so keenly, should have 
encountered so much toil and danger for glory and 
empire. It was something still greater, that one who 
was so well acquainted with the worst sides of human 
nature, and who so often profited by them, should yet 
have been so capable of sympathy and esteem. If we 
charge him with duplicity in his political transactions, 
we must remember that he preferred the milder ways 
of gratifying his ambition, to those of violence and 
bloodshed : that he at least desired the reputation of 
mercy and humanity. If he once asked whether a 
fortress was so inaccessible, that not even an ass laden 
with gold could mount to it, we may as well believe the 
anecdote which relates of him, that he replied to his 
counsellors who urged him to treat Athens with rigour 
— they were advising him to destroy the theatre of his 
glory.^ The many examples of generous forbearance 
reported in Plutarch's collection of his apophthegms, 

1 Hut R. et I. Apopbth. kl 
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cannot be all groundless fictions: and the less re- chap. 
straint he set on many of his passions, the more - 
amiable appears, by contrast, the self-control which 
he exercised, when he was tempted to an unjust 
or harsh use of his power. He is one of the men 
of whom we wish to know more, whose familiar 
letters and conversation must have been worth pre- 
serving. But even the history of his outward life is 
like an ancient statue, made up of imperfect and ill- 
adjusted fragments. 

He left the task of his life unfinished, and his death 
must have appeared to his contemporaries premature. 
We must rather admire the peculiar felicity of the 
juncture at which he was removed to make room for 
one better fitted for the work. What he had done, his 
successor would perhaps not have accomplished so 
well. What he meditated, was probably much less 
than his son effected, and yet more than he himself 
would have brought to pass. If he had begun his 
enterprise, he would most likely have done little more 
than mar some splendid pages in the history of the 
world. 
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CHAPTER XLVIL 

FROM Alexander's accession to the taking of 

THEBES. 

Alexander's Education. — Leonidas and Lysimachus. — Aristotle. 
.^-Period of his Intercourse with Alexander. — Alexander's 
Studies. — Difficulties of Alexander's Position. — Executions 
in Macedonia. — Movements in Greece. — Demosthenes. — 
Movements at Athens. — Alexander's Advance. — Congress at 
Corinth. — Alexander's Expedition to Thrace. — Operations on 
the Danube. --The Celts. — Pellion. — Bevolt of Thebes.— 
Capture of Thebes. -^ Destruction of Thebes. — Alexander 
demands the Athenian Orators. 

CHAP. From the remotest ages of Pelasgian antiquity doAvii 
^— .^_L/ to the time of the Roman empire, the holy island of 
Samothrace, the seat of an awfiiUy mysterious wor- 
ship, accounted equal to Delphi in sanctity, and an 
inviolable asylum, continued to be visited by pilgrims, 
who went to be initiated into the rites which were be- 
lieved to secure the devotee against extraordinary 
perils both by sea and land, and, in the later period, 
to fix his destiny after death in some brighter sphere. 
It had probably been always held in great reverence 
by the Macedonian kings, as it was here that the last 
of them sought refuge in the wreck of his fortunes. 
Here it is said Philip first saw Olympias, when they 
partook at the same time in the Cabirian mysteries, 
and resolved to seek her hand.^ For him such a scene 
may have had little other interest: but Olympias 
seems to have taken delight in such ceremonies, and 
to have given herself up with fervour to the impres- 

* Plut Alex. 2. 
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sion they produced. She loved the fanatical orgies cwap. 
celebrated by the Thracian and Macedonian women . ' ^ 
in honour of their Dionysus ; and is even said to have 
introduced some of the symbols of this frantic worship, 
the huge tame snakes, which the Bacchanals wreathed 
round their necks and arms, into her husband's palace. 
It is a stroke which agrees well with the other 
features of her wild impetuous character. Who can 
estimate the degree in which this irritable, uncon- 
trolable nature may have contributed one element 
toward that combination of ardent enthusiasm with 
the soberest forethought, which distinguishes Alex- 
ander, perhaps above every man that ever filled a like 
station? 

The anecdotes related of Alexander's boyhood are Aiexandert 
chiefly remarkable as indicating what may be fitly 
called a kingly spirit, which not only felt conscious 
that it was born to command, and was impatient of 
all opposition to its will, but also studied how it 
might subject all things and persons around it to its 
own higher purposes. This inborn royalty of soul 
could hardly have failed to find its way to fame, 
had it even been originally lodged in an obscure 
comer. But Alexander grew up with the full con- 
sciousness of his high rank and his great destiny. 
There is no reason to believe that Philip ever wavered 
in his choice of his successor, so far as this depended 
on himself. Indeed he must have been well aware 
that he could not deprive Alexander, if he survived 
him, of his birthright. The utmost he could have 
done would have been to make such dispositions as 
would have kindled a civil war after his death. But 
we are informed that he announced the prince's birth 
in a letter to Aristotle, in terras which implied that 
he looked on him as his heir.^ When the boy tamed 

* AuL Gellius, ix. 3. 
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CHAP, the brave horse, Bucephalus, which afterwards bore 
'' him through so many battles, and which no man in 
the court had been able to mount, Philip is said to 
have embraced him with tears of joy, bidding him 
seek a kingdom worthy of him : Macedonia had not 
room for him.^ He advised him to cultivate the 
favour of the people, while he was not responsible for 
any acts that might displease them 2; and did not 
even take it ill, when he heard that the Macedonians 
called Alexander their king, Philip their general.^ 
l«»mm The education of the prince in his childhood was 

mwhul' placed under the superintendence of one of his 
mother's kinsmen, named Leonidas, a nobleman of 
austere and parsimonious character, who carefully re- 
trenched the luxuries which his pupil would have en- 
joyed through his mother's indulgence, and inured him 
betimes to Spartanlike habits of hard exercise and 
simple fare — Leonidas, he once said, when an Asiatic 
table was spread for him, had provided him with the 
best cooks ; a night's march before breakfast, a scanty 
breakfast to season his supper* — and checked his 
inclination to excess in his expenditure ; yet it seems 
so as rather to spur than curb his ambition. Wait 
he said to him one day, when he threw more frankin- 
cense than seemed needful into the censer, until you 
are master of the land where it grows. When Alex- 
ander became lord of Asia, he sent a hundred talents' 
weight of aromatics to Leonidas, with a request that 
he would no longer grudge incense to the gods.^ 
Under Leonidas, whose discipline was thought by a 
philosophical observer to have left injurious traces in 
his character^, he had another governor of a different 

» Plut Alex 6. • Plut R. et I. Ap. 16. 

' Plut. Alex. 9. One may add R. et I. Alexander I. 

* Plut Alex. 22. * Plut Alex. 25. 

' Diogenes of Babylon, according to the report of Quintilian, i. 1. 9. Sainte 
Croix*8 suspicion (Ex. p. 194.), that Leonidas is here confounded with Lysimachus, 
is utterly groundless, and sprang only from his schoolboy notion of Alexander. It 
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turn, an Acarnanian, named Lysiinachus, who recom- chap. 
mended himself to the boy by a peculiar species of ■ ^^y"' . 
flattery, which touched the right chord in his fancy : 
calling himself Phoenix, the king Peleus, Alexander 
Achilles. That the most skilful masters to be found 
in Greece were procured to instruct him in all liberal 
exercises and studies, may be safely presumed. Of 
his taste for music and poetry we have some early in- 
timations. Philip himself somewhat valued himself 
on his knowledge of music ^: and when he entertained 
the Athenian ambassadors, among whom Demosthenes 
and iEschines were present, Alexander, who was then 
about eleven years old, played on the lyre, and sung 
or recited in concert with another boy of the same 
age, for the amusement of the company.^ How much 
he lived in Homer's poetical world, may be partly in- 
ferred from the story of Lysimachus just mentioned. 
It was above all, as we know from more distinct evi- 
dence, the image of Achilles that captivated his 
boyish fancy. But it was no common interest that he 
took in the poet's creation : Achilles — according to 
the traditions of his mother's house — was his own 
ancestor. He felt the hero's blood in his veins. He 
too preferred glory to length of days : he too knew 
the delight of a glomng and constant friendship. At 
an age when it would not have been surprising if 
these bright visions had so occupied his imagination 
as to leave little room for the realities of life, he found 
an opportunity, in his father's absence, of conversing 
with some ambassadors who had been sent from 
Persia to the court of Macedonia. They could have told 
him of many wonders of the gorgeous East, which 
were celebrated in Greece ; of the hanging gardens and 

teems not improbable that the pernicious tendency of the rough discipline of Leo- 
nidas is indicated by Plutarch (Alex. 7.): a passage, by the way, which seems to 
overthrow Mr. Williams's conjecture about the share taken by Aristotle In Alexander's 
early education. See Blakesley, Life of Aristotle, p. 45. 

■ Plut R. et L Ap. 29. ■ iEschines, Tiroarch. § 268. 

VOL. vr. K 
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CHAP, golden plane-tree, and all the state and splendour of 
■ ^ y^ ' the Great King. His curiosity was directed to sub- 
jects of quite another kind : it was about the roads, 
the distances, the force of the armies, the condition of 
the provinces, about their master's skill in arms, that 
he questioned them, with an eagerness which alarmed 
them, it is said, more than Philip's sagacity, of which 
they had heard so much.^ 
^ri«totJ«. But the prince who was destined to effect so great a 
change in the state of the world, was to be committed 
to the care qf the man whose spirit was not less ac- 
tive and ambitious, who also in the range of his intel- 
lectual conquests had never been equalled, and who 
.bunded a much more lasting empire in the sphere of 
thought. Never, before or since, have two persons, 
so great in the historical sense of the word'^, been 
brought together — above all in the same relation — 
as Alexander and Aristotle. It is difficult to repress 
a curiosity, which it is nevertheless hardly possible to 
satisfy, as to the influence which the philosopher ex- 
erted on his pupil's mind and character. The inquiry 
however would be fruitless, unless we first endea- 
vour to ascertain the limits of their intercourse with 
each other. 

Aristotle's father, Nicomachus, a native of Stagira, 
one of the towns destroyed by Philip in the Olynthian 
war, was a physician, employed in that capacity, but 
also honoured as a friend, by Philip's father, Amyntas. 
Aristotle and Philip were nearly of the same age : a 
few years only before Philip was sent as a hostage to 
Thebes, Aristotle settled at Athens to pursue his 

* Plut Alex. 6. It must however be observed, that there Is hardly any other 
period to which this anecdote can be assigned, than tliat during wliich Philip was 
absent from his dominions on his expedition to Thrace when he left Alexander 
regent, who was then sixteen years old : at least if we may take the term ^wi^w¥ 
in the literal sense. 

* The reader who may think this epithet not sufficiently definite, will find it 
very instructively explained in an article by Gervinus entitled : C/e6er die hi$to~ 
ruche GroeBMe, in Schiosser's Arehiv, v. p. 422. folL There is an academic oration 
by Schleiermacher (among those which he delivered in honour of Frederic the 
Great), in which he bandies the some subject in his own manner. 
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Studies under the guidance of Plato. It is not im- chap. 
probable that they were acquainted with each other . ^^^' , 
in Macedonia, and that while they lived so near to 
one another in Greece, some intercourse took place 
between the prince and the young client of his house. 
This would be the most natural explanation of a fact 
otherwise strange, that on the birth of Alexander, 
Philip, in the letter by which he communicated the 
tidings to him, declared that he thanked the gods less 
for the son they had given him, than that he had 
been born when he might have Aristotle for his 
teacher.^ The genuineness of this letter is indeed 
very suspicious^ : but the fact it implies — that Philip 
had very early designed to place his son under 
Aristotle's care, — is not the less credible. Aristotle's 
change of residence, from Athens to Asia Minor, 
where he spent some years before he returned to 
Macedonia, may have delayed the execution of this 
purpose. But still Alexander was but thirteen years 
old when he became the philosopher's pupiP; and 
perhaps this was an earlier age than in any other case 
would have been ripe for such instructions. For 
surely what Aristotle was called to impart, was not 
what might have been learnt from ordinary masters. 
This relation appears to have subsisted between them Period of 
for no more than three successive years. It is a couJ!i!B^with 
pleasing, and not an improbable conjecture*, that ^"ander. 
during this period they spent most of their time at 
Stagira, which Philip had been induced by Aristotle's 
request to restore, and where he had laid out a kind 
of Lyceum, with shady walks, and stone seats, on 

« A. GeU. N. A. ix. 3. 

■ It Is suspected even by Bohnecke (p.366.)> on the ground, which I do not 
think sufficient : Fama enim Arittoteiis hoc tempore non tanta erat, qvaiUa in hoc 
epUtola apparet. Nor am I quite satisfied with Mr. Blakesley's argument, Lift of 
Arittoile (p. 45.), grounded on the long absence of the phUoeopher from his ehcay. 
That might be consistent with Philip's determination, though not strictly so 
with Aristotle's principles. 

* ApoUodorus, ap. Diog. Laert Aristot Stahr, Aristoielia, p. 86. 

* Of Stahr, p. 105. 

k2 
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CHAP, ground belonging to a temple of the Nymphs. But 
^ Alexander was only sixteen, when Philip set out on 

his expedition to Thrace, from which he only returned 
in the autumn of 339, and he was entrusted with the 
regency of the kingdom — probably under the direction 
of a council — during his father's absence. He was 
then of course occupied with afiairs of state ; and in 
the course of this time, a revolt of one of the con- 
quered tribes, probably on the lllyrian frontier, af- 
forded an occasion for his first essay in the art of war. 
He reduced the insurgents, took their chief city, ex- 
pelled its inhabitants, and planted a new colony there, 
to which he gave the name of Alexandropolis.^ In 
the interval between the battle of Chaeronea and his 
father's death, he was engaged, as we have seen, in 
transactions quite alien from philosophical or literary 
pursuits. It is very doubtful whether he saw Aristotle 
again before he came to the throne. Their personal 
intercourse must at least have been confined to oc- 
* casional interviews. 

When we consider the shortness of the time, and 
the early age to which this part of Alexander's educa- 
tion was limited, we might be inclined to think that 
Aristotle's influence over his mind and character can 
scarcely have been very considerable. Nevertheless, 
it is at least certain that their connection lasted long 
enough to impress the scholar with a high degree of 
attachment and reverence for the master — of whom 
he used to say that he loved him no less than his 
father ; for to the one he owed life, to the other the 
art of living — and even with some interest in his 
philosophical pursuits.^ It must be remembered, on 
the one hand, that Alexander's faculties ripened with 
extraordinary rapidity, as seems to be proved by the 
trust which his father reposed in him. and the affairs 

1 Plut Alex. 9. ' Ibid. 8. 
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in which he was engaged at the age of sixteen : on chap. 
the other hand, that Aristotle also was capable of doing ^ 

much in a short time with such a pupil, to whom he 
devoted his whole attention; that his method of 
teaching was probably calculated to convey much 
knowledge in a narrow compass ; and that no time 
was consumed in those merely preliminary studies 
which occupy so large a part of a modern course of 
liberal education. 

If we inquire what were the peculiar advantages Alexander'! 
which Alexander was likely to derive from such a '" *** 
teacher as Aristotle, and which could not have been 
expected from any other of that day, we are led to 
remark, that, as none of his contemporaries had taken 
in so wide a compass of knowledge, as none, like him, 
had ranged over every intellectual field then open to 
human curiosity, with as lively an interest in each as 
if it had been the object of his undivided attention, 
there was none who was less likely to give any partial 
bias to his pupil's studies. And, again, as there was 
no man who better understood what belonged to every 
station of life, none less inclined to exaggerate the 
importance of his own occupations, it may safely be 
concluded, that all the instruction he gave was adapted 
with the most judicious regard to Alexander's station 
and prospects. The boy came into his hands already 
formed by the attainments which were deemed indis- 
pensable for every ingenuous youth of his years. It 
was not certainly from Aristotle that he learnt to love 
Homer, though the copy of the Iliad which he used to 
place under his pillow, and which he deposited in the 
precious casket which he found amid the spoils of 
Darius, had been corrected by Aristotle's hand. Yet 
his strong taste for reading, which made him feel the 
want of a library in the midst of his conquests \ may 

• nut. Alex. 8. 
k3 
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CHAP, have been both cherished and directed by the man 
^ ^^^^"- . who, so many centuries after, gave hiws to the poets 
and critics of some of the most polished nations of 
Europe, as his talent for speaking was, no doubt, care- 
fully cultivated by this great master of scientific rhe- 
toric.^ If Aristotle himself had any scientific bias, it 
was perhaps a hereditary one for the studies connected 
with medicine : and accordingly we find it expressly 
stated, and indeed proved by facts, that the prince 
caught some measure of this predilection from him, 
so that he afterwards thought himself qualified to 
give his opinion to physicians on matters belonging 
to their art.^ So he seconded Aristotle's researclies 
in natural history with an expenditure for the purpose 
of collections, which is remarkable even among the 
examples of his munificence.^ These facts suggest an 
interesting question, which however we can but pro- 
pose ; whether a passion for discovery, an eagerness to 
explore the limits of the world, was not combined as 
a distinct motive with his thirst for conquest and do- 
minion, and whether for this he may not have been 
largely indebted to Aristotle's conversation. If we 
might depend on the genuineness of two letters which 
appear at least to have been early current under the 
names of Alexander and Aristotle*, we should con- 
clude that Aristotle admitted his pupil even to a 
knowledge of his more abstruse speculations, which 
related to subjects that lay the farthest of all from 
any practical application to human affairs. Alex- 
ander complains, that Aristotle had published some 
works which until then had been reserved for the use 
of his hearers, and had thereby deprived him of a 

* Though the treatise on the 8ul\ject addressed to Alexander, among Aristotle's 
works is probably by a different hand. 

« Plut. Alex. 41. 

■ Athenwus, ix. p. 398. E. Pliny, N. H. viii. 17. AUxantIro magno rtge in- 
fammato cvpidime animalium naturoM notctndi, e. c. Indeed the fact seems to 
imply personal curiosity. 

* Plut. Alex. 7. Aul. Cell. xx. 6. 
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distinction which he had before enjoyed. The reply chap. 

XLiVIL. 

is at least not unworthy of the philosopher : he re- - 

marks that the books he had published were still in 
one sense unpublished ; inasmuch as they were intel- 
ligible to none but his hearers. It is perhaps difficult 
to believe that Aristotle wished to turn his pupil's 
attention so early to the highest and most subtle 
results of investigations, which had no doubt occu- 
pied the greater part of his own life. But it would 
not be incredible that the ambitious youth should 
have desired to be initiated in these philosophical 
mysteries, and have listened with eager curiosity to 
his master's solutions of some of the difficulties which 
he found in the nature of things. It would then still 
be doubtful whether these questions led to any in- 
quiries concerning the objects of religious belief: 
whether Aristotle thought it expedient to give his 
pupil any hints of his own theory as to the divine 
nature, or taught him to reconcile a devout adherence 
to the traditional forms of worship with the notion of 
a single eternal fountain of life.^ We may more safely 
adopt the opinion, that the study of man and of society 
was that which the royal youth was led most assidu- 
ously to cultivate. We may indeed smile at Plutarch's 
rhetoric, when he enumerates Aristotle's divisions of 
virtue, as if they were so many qualities which Alex- 
ander acquired from his instructions^: but still we 
need not deny that the striking contrasts through 
which Aristotle endeavours to unfold the nature of 
moral excellence might not only enlarge his pupil's 
knowledge of mankind, but might md him in the 
regulation of his passions. And who shall pretend to 
estimate the value of the theories and precepts of go- 

> The philosopher*! observation on the pre-eminence of theology oyer mathe- 
matical and physical science (Metaph. t. (vx.) 1.) bears on this question, tholigfa, 
on account of the unhappy parenthesis, not dedaiyely. Compare, in the 
worl^ I. 2. I. (ii.) 7. and xu (iii.) 7. 

* De Alex. Fort. i. 4. 

k4 
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vernmeiit which fell into such ears from the author of 
the Politics, illustrated by such a stock of examples as 
lie had at his command, in the history and constitution 
of 158 states, which he had described in their mi- 
nutest details?^ It is pleasing to find it recorded that 
still he wrote a book on the office of a king expressly 
for Alexander. Nevertheless we have unquestionable 
proof that even on this head the force of nature was 
stronger than that of education. Aristotle's national 
prejudices led him into extravagant notions as to the 
superiority of the Hellenic race over the rest of man- 
kind : as if the distinction between Greek and bar- 
barian was nearly the same as between man and brute, 
person and thing : hence slavery appeared to him not 
a result of injustice and cruelty, but an unalterable 
law of nature, a relation necessary to the welfare of 
society. Hence too he deduced a practical maxim, 
which he endeavoured to inculcate upon the future 
conqueror of Asia, that he should treat the Greeks as 
their chief, the barbarians as their master.^ The ad- 
vice was contrary to Alexander's views and senti- 
ments: it did not suit the position which his con- 
sciousness of his own destiny led him to assume. 
He acted, we know, on a directly opposite principle. 

We have at least reason to believe that Alexander, 
though he was but twenty years old at his father's 
death, had learnt, thought, seen, and done more to 
fit him for the place he was to fill, than many sove- 
reigns in the full maturity of their age and experience. 
Like his father, he found himself on his accession to 
the throne, in a situation which called forth all the 
powers of his mind, and all the energies of his cha- 
racter. Macedonia, though nominally at peace with 



> Diog. Laert Aristot. 

' Plut. de Alex. Fort i. 6. ro7s fUr ^EKXijiruf i/ytfAovtKSt, rotf 8c 0ap€dpois 8c 
trmructis. Mr. Blakesley, Life of ArutotU (p. 52.), translates, to treat the Greeks 
at a gentralf hut the harbariane at a matter, I doubt that iiy*fuufuc&s was meant 
to imply any reference to military command. 
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all ite European neighbours, was surrounded by cuav. 
enemies, who had only been forced by the success of w-.,_^ 
l^hilip's arms to dissemble their hostility, and might 
be expected eagerly to seize the opportunity, which 
seemed to offer itself now that the crown had de- 
volved on a stripling, to shake off a yoke which they 
had endured with ill-disguised impatience. In the 
kingdom itself there were powerful families, which, 
though they had submitted to the ascendancy of Philip's 
ability and fortune, had not forgotten the times when 
they aspired to independence, if not to the possession 
of the throne. Amyntas too, the son of Perdiccas, 
was still living, and might be tempted to assert his 
claim. There was ground to apprehend that, as at 
I^hilip's accession, if these or any other pretenders 
should start up, they might be enabled by the support 
of foreign powers to involve the country in a civil 
war. It was known that the court of Persia was on 
the watch to avert the peril witli which it was threat- 
ened by Philip's preparations, and would spare no 
cost for the purpose of throwing new obstacles in his 
successor's way. 

The young king's first object was to secure himself 
at home: the next to overawe his hostile neighbours, 
and to extort from them such an acknowledgment of 
his superiority, as would place him in the position 
which his father was occupying at the time of his 
death. In Macedonia, though there might be some 
ambitious and disaffected nobles, the mass of the 
people both recognised his title, and were attached to 
his person. He had won their hearts in his father's 
lifetime by his munificence, which was perhaps a 
simple effect of his natural disposition, though it had 
incurred Philip's censure, and possibly excited his 
jealousy. ^ They had also seen sufficient proofs of his 

* In a letter which is reported with a slight variation by Cicero de Off. u. 16. 
tmd by Val. Max. vii. 2. Ext. 10. 
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extraordinary genius, to satisfy them that he was 
worthy of the throne. Nevertheless, it appears that 
there were some grounds for apprehension, which for 
a time disquieted Alexander himself, and probably 
still more his most faithful friends and counsellors. 
As long as the motives which had impelled Pausanias 
were unknown — and it may have been some time 
before they were ascertained — there was apparently 
reason to suspect that he was only the chief actor or 
instrument of a conspiracy which might not yet have 
accomplished all its objects. An inquiry was insti- 
tuted, and the result is said to have been that proofs 
were discovered, which implicated Heromenes and 
Arrabseus, two of the sons of Aeropus the Lyncestian, 
and it seems some other persons, in the plot. It would 
be rash to decide on the weight of evidence which we 
have not seen. But it is difficult to resist a suspicion 
that it was not much stronger than that on which, as 
we shall find reason to believe, several very innocent 
lives were sacrificed in the course of Alexander's 
reign. Alexander, the brother of the two Lyncestian 
nobles, was the foremost, after the murder, to offer 
his services to the young prince. He instantly buckled 
on his armour, and conducted him as his sovereign to 
the palace. Therefore, it is said, though his innocence 
was not clearly established, his life was spared. But, 
beside the presumption which this fact raises in his 
favour, and consequently in favour of his brothers, it 
seems almost incredible that Pausanias, whose motive 
was revenge for a personal injury, and who had re- 
solved to seek it at the risk of his life with his own 
hand, should have disclosed his design to persons who 
might betray, but could scarcely further it. Yet it 
was given out that the murder had been preconcerted, 
not only with these accomplices, but with the Persian 
court or its emissaries. The fact may have been that 
the Lyncestians had been engaged in some intrigues. 
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with the Persian government, and this may have ap- chap. 
peared a sufficient ground for charging them with a ^^J"' ^ 
share in the guilt of Pausanias. Whatever may have 
been their crime, their punishment answered several 
useful purposes : it satisfied the multitude, vindicated 
Alexander's own character, awed the discontented, 
and inflamed popular resentment against the treache- 
rous and cowardly barbarian. It seems that about 
the same time Amyntas, son of Perdiccas, was put to 
death on a charge of a plot against Alexander's life.^ 

After these acts of justice, and after the last hon- 
ours had been paid to his father, the king showed 
himself in a general assembly of his people, and de- 
clared his intention of prosecuting his predecessor's 
undertakings with like vigour, and, it is said, granted 
a general immunity from all burdens except military 
service.^ He dismissed the Greek envoys to their 
homes with gracious language, and with messages by 
which he requested each state to maintain the friendly 
relations in which it stood to his house. But as he 
could not place much reliance on the effect of such 
an exhortation, his chief care was to keep up the 
martial spirit of the army by frequent reviews and 
assiduous training. Soon indeed it appeared that this 
was his only security. 

The news of Philip's death had excited a general Movements 
ferment throughout Greece. The gloomy prospect *°^'^**** 

* Droysen (Alex. p. 56.) 8eem8 to think that Amyntas was executed as one of 
those who had conspired a^nst Philip; and refers to Polysenus (viu. 60.) who 
docs not even give any hint that he came to a violent death. In Curtius (vi. 9. 
17.) Alexander only mentions his cousin's plot against himself. Photius (cod. 92.), 
firom Arrlan's work, tA firriL *Ak4^ay9poy (p. 70. Bekk.), says of Cynane, that she 
was the wife of Amyntas, Sy f^Bri *AX4^tuf9pos rrcii'ai, ^&rt tls r^r 'Aaicuf 8<^- 
ieuyw. He proceeds (and this decisive testimony should have heen added to those 
produced. Vol. V. p. 220. note 2.), olros 8i UtpBlKKov ireuj ^v, &8«A^5 W ♦tX/nrov 
ncpdtirieay, i>s thai 'Afjv&yray rhy dypfntfi^yoy *Akf ^dy^pov dv€^t6y, 

* Justin, XI. 1. Maeedonilnu immunitaiem eunctamm rerum, prater militia 
racationem, dedit. But It is hardly possihle to helieve this statement in its literal 
sense : nor would it be consistent with the exemptions bestowed on the families of 
the slain at the battle of the Granicus. Arrian, i. 16. The truth may be that the 
Macedonians in actual service were declared to be exempt from all taxes. 
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CHAP, which, since the battle of Chaeronea, must have sad- 



xLvir. 



dened so many hearts : the thought that the flower 
of the Grecian youth were henceforth to shed their 
blood for the execution of projects which threatened 
their country with perpetual subjection, was suddenly 
exchanged for the liveliest hopes of deliverance from 
the foreigner's power. In all the principal states lan- 
guage was heard, and preparations were seen, denot- 
ing a disposition to take advantage of the unexpected 
opportunity. In Peloponnesus, not only Sparta, but 
Argos, and Elis, and almost all Arcadia, showed 
themselves ready to renounce their forced alliance 
with Macedonia. Perhaps Messene and Megalopolis 
alone adhered to it. In the west more decided 
movements took place. Ambracia expelled the Mace- 
donian garrison, and re-established its democratical 
institutions. The Acarnanian exiles who had taken 
refuge in ^Etolia, prepared to return, and the ^Etoli- 
ans in their congress voted succours to reinstate them. 
Even Thebes, notwithstanding the presence of the 
garrison in the Cadmea, rose against the oligarchical 
government. An assembly was held which passed a 
decree by which it resolved to recover the citadel, and 
to resist Alexander's claims to the title and authority 
which the congress at the Isthmus had conferred 
upon his father. Athens however took the lead in 
these movements, and indeed seems to have been the 
centre from which they proceeded. 
Demo- Among the Athenian envoys who had been sent to 

congratulate Philip was Charidemus; whether the 
Euboean adventurer, or the Athenian general of the 
same name, is a doubtful point. He was, it seems, 
an intimate friend, or at least a political ally, of De- 
mosthenes, and, being at ^]ga3 at the time of Philip's 
death, lost no time in despatching a courier, who was 
directed to carry the news to Demosthenes before he 
communicated it to any one else. It happened that 



tthcms. 
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the orator was at this luncture mourning the loss of ^"ap. 
an only daughter, who had died but seven days before ; ^ , ' f 
but his private sorrow gave way to public cares. He 
undertook to publish the intelligence himself; and 
though the time prescribed by custom for the rites 
due to the deceased had not yet expired, he imme- 
diately laid aside his weeds, came out dressed in 
white, with a festive wreath on his head, and a joyful 
countenance, and was seen performing a solemn sacri- 
fice at one of the public altars. In order to give 
greater effect to the momentous tidings, the orator 
appears to have resorted to a stratagem, which proves 
that he knew his countrymen to be still as super- 
stitious, and almost as credulous, as they were in 
the days when Pisistratus rode into Athens with the 
goddess by his side. He appeared before the council 
of Five Hundred, and declared that it had been re- 
vealed to him in a dream by Zeus and Athene, that 
some great good was about to happen to the common- 
wealth.* Messengers soon after arrived with the news 
which fulfilled the divine announcement. It was ap- 
parently the object of Demosthenes, by this artifice, 
to impress the people with his own view of the change 
which Philip's death had made in the situation and 
prospects of Athens. It was at least as harmless an 
imposture as was ever practised ; and, if fraud could 
ever be pious, might deserve that epithet. The same 
purpose appears in the measures which he afterwards 
proposed in the assembly. The Council had, it seems, 
already appointed a sacrifice to celebrate the glad 
tidings : he now moved that the people should pro- 
claim its joy by the like ceremony, and moreover that 

* Plutarch, Demosth. 22. &s 6vap ivpaxits, iup* ol ri fi4ya irpo<rBoK^¥ *A$rivcdott 
iya06y, Machines indeed (Ctes. § 77.) seems to assert that he announced Philip*s 
death: but this is probably rhetorical exaggeration. Still iBschines was not 
sagacious enough to see that his rival must have been in the plot against Philip's 
life ; though indeed that he should have announced it before he had heard that It 
had taken place would have been not impudence, but folly. 
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CHAP, religious honours should be decreed to the memory 
-' ^ ' ' of Pausanias.^ 

This conduct of Demosthenes was strongly cen- 
sured by his contemporaries on various grounds; 
though not on those which render it most repugnant 
to the maxims and feelings of civilised society in 
modem times. Yet we know that even under the 
better light which we enjoy, not only the massacre of 
the Huguenots was celebrated with public rejoicings 
and thanksgivings in the capital of Christian Europe, 
but the assassination of the Prince of Orange, and 
that of Henry III. of France, were openly applauded, 
and Balthasar Gerard and Clement treated as heroes/^ 
Perhaps, however, the plea of political fanaticism 
cannot properly be alleged in behalf of Demosthenes. 
It is much more probable that he acted on a sober 
calculation of expediency. But the head of his of- 
fending is still that he suffered patriotic motives to 
overpower every other consideration. It is remark- 
able that the only thing which ^schines reprehends 
in his adversary's behaviour on this occasion, beside 
the forgery of the dream, is that he had betrayed 
such unnatural insensibility to his domestic loss : a 
reproach which Plutarch justly repels with the re- 
mark, that it had always been accounted praiseworthy 
to bury private affliction in concern for the public 
welfare. He himself condemns Demosthenes on the 
score of ingratitude toward a prince who had used 
his victory with such magnanimous forbearance. We 
might perhaps observe, that generosity and gmtitude 
are terms which, when applied to the transactions of 
states and princes with one another, belong rather 
to the style of a manifesto than to that of a history. 

> Upii I9pv0-oro Uava-cufiov. JEschin. Ctes. § 160. This is more intelligible 
ttian Plutarch's statement (Demosth. 22. ) that the people decreed a crown to the 
dead murderer. 

■ Ranke, Ge$chichte der Paebste, IL p. 106. 171. The oration of Murctus, xxii. 
(ed. Ruhnken, i. p. 177.) hardly needs to be referred to. 
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Phocion objected to the proposed demonstrations of joy cfiap. 
on two accounts : first, because such exultation over . ^^^"' . 
an enemy's death was dastardly, and then, because 
the force which had won the day at ChaBronea had 
only been diminished by the loss of a single life.^ 
The last of these objections was surely sophistical, 
and tended to weaken the first, which in itself was 
certainly well-founded. He might indeed fairly argue 
that the joy which the Athenians might express would 
betray the fears which they had hitherto felt, their 
aversion for the power to which they had submitted ; 
would prove that their late presents and compliments 
to Philip were nothing but hollow flattery, covering 
real hatred. But who had ever doubted that this 
was the case ? They had not even attempted to dis- 
guise their displeasure at the contributions laid on 
them by the congress. On the other hand, that the 
loss which Macedonia had sustained by Philip's death, 
was only to be reckoned as that of a single soldier, 
was manifestly false: and the best excuse that can 
be offered for Demosthenes is, that he wished to place 
the event in a different light : one which he might 
well believe to be the true one. We cannot indeed 
be sure that he entertained so low an opinion of 
Alexander's abilities as he thought it expedient to 
profess : though it appears that the impression made 
on him by the young prince when he saw him at his 
father's court was not favourable ; and on his return 
from his embassy he turned his boyish performance 
into ridicule.^ It was true that Alexander had at 
least acted the part of a man better than himself at 
Chseronea : but his real character, and the promise of 
greatness which he held out, could not yet be known 
at Athens. Perhaps some report of his multifarious 
studies and attainments had been heard there, which 

' Plutarch, Phoc. 18. • -S^schincs, nmarcb. § 268. 
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afforded a handle for Demosthenes to compare him 
vnth Margites, the hero of a burlesque poem attri- 
buted to Homer, who knew many things, but none 
well ^ : and the orator now ventured to assure the 
Athenians, that they had nothing to fear from the 
young king, who would never stir from Macedonia, 
but would remain at Pella, dividing his time between 
his peaceful studies and the inspection of victims, 
which would never permit him to undertake any 
dangerous expedition.^ 

Such insinuations would undoubtedly have been as 
presumptuous as they were fallacious, if they had con- 
tained the whole ground on which Demosthenes rested 
his hopes. But however he might be mistaken as to 
the character of Alexander, he had seemingly good 
reason for the inferences he drew from the facts which 
were known of him, his age, and his position. That 
a youth of twenty, who had succeeded to a throne 
vacated by a murder, and who had so many enemies 
and rivals to fear both at home and abroad, would be 
able to maintain the ascendancy which his politic 
father had with so much difficulty acquired over 
Greece, might well seem improbable enough to justify 
the most sanguine expectations from a vigorous well- 
concerted resistance. There were beside engines 
which the orator was able to set at work against him, 
which were known only to himself, and which he was 
obliged to keep secret, but which might reasonably 
strengthen his confidence. He was in correspondence 
with the Persian court, and had, it seems, already re- 
ceived sums of money from it to be distributed at his 
discretion for the purpose of thwarting Philip's enter- 

* n^AA* iinUrraro fpya^ «roif«» 8* iiwlararo irdmra. Compare Aristotle, Eth. 
vj. 7. The story told by EusUthius, on Od. K. p. 1669. 47., can hardly have 
been taken fh)m the poem, or even have belonged to the character of the 
hero ; but it corresponds with the sample given by Tietxes, Chil. iv. 870. and vi. 
Hbt.62. 

> iGschines, Ctes. § 160. 
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prise against Asia.^ The conduct of Demosthenes in chap. 
this transaction — if we consider that he was carrying . ^^"J^^' , 
on a clandestine negotiation with a foreign state 
against which his own had declared war, to injure a 
prince who was the ally of Athens — cannot be vindi- 
cated on the principles which regulate the intercourse 
of civilised nations in modern times. But how little 
were such scruples heeded when Napoleon's disasters 
opened a prospect of restoring the independence of 
Germany ! 

The people however seems to have retained too Movements 
lively a recollection of the consternation which had *^ ^^ 
followed the battle of Chaeronea, to pledge themselves 
hastily to a renewal of the contest with Macedonia. 
The language of JEschines inclines us to believe, that 
they did not adopt the motion of Demosthenes with 
respect to Pausanias.^ But he prevailed on them to 
send envoys to many of the Greek states, with secret 
instructions, which were probably dictated by himself ; 
and to these agents we may ascribe a large share in 
the proceedings hostile to Macedonia which have been 
already related. The Persian gold, or the promise of 
subsidies, may have opened the way, and have over- 
come many obstacles. There was another quarter 
in which the Athenian emissaries might still more 
safely reckon on a friendly reception. Attains, Alex- 
ander's personal enemy, was commanding a body of 
troops in Asia. Little encouragement could be neces- 
sary to induce him to revolt against the sovereign 
whom he had unpardonably offended. A negotiation 

» Plutarch, Demosth. 20. Droysen (p. 81.) affects to consider tbis foct as 
involving an imputation on the integrity of Demosthenes. Yet he does not pretend 
to show that the orator did not apply the money to the purposes for which he 
received it On the change effected in the relations between Greece and Persia 
by the growth of the Macedonian power, see the remarks of Orauert, Analect 
p. 225. n. 37. 

• u. s. f/j ahlay §ifcryy§\Uov dwrias riiv /SovXV Koeritrrnaw not therefore the 
people also. 

VOL. VI. L 
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was opened with him by means of a letter from De- 
mosthenes, and nothing probably but want of time 
prevented its success.^ 
Alexander's J}^t qXL these plans and preparations were discon- 
certed and supprest by the rapidity of Alexander's 
movements. It seems as if his elder counsellors, who 
had been long used to Philip's cautious policy, advised 
him to leave the Greeks for the present to themselves, 
and not to make any attempt to force them to obedience, 
until he had established a good understanding with 
the barbarian tribes on his northern frontier, which 
after Philip's death had begun to assume a threatening 
aspect.^ Alexander however saw, that if he should 
adopt such a course, the work of his father's reign 
might be undone in a few months : he saw that his 
presence was immediately necessary in Greece, and he 
set his forces in motion without delay. In his pas- 
sage through Thessaly, he endeavoured to conciliate 
the ruling families by promises, and by flattering al- 
lusions to the twofold relation by which he was con- 
nected with them through his paternal and maternal 
ancestors, Hercules and Achilles. This appeal to 
their vanity, seconded by a formidable army, could 
not be withstood. All the concessions that had been 
made to Philip were renewed to him : their revenues 
and troops were placed at his disposal.^ At Thermo- 
pylaB he assembled the Amphictyonic Council, perhaps 
before the ordinary time of the autunmal meeting, 
with a view to secure the adherence of the northern 
tribes which had votes in it : and from them it seems 
he received the title which had been conferred on his 
father in the Sacred War.^ He then advanced by 
rapid marches to Thebes, where, as no preparations 
had yet been made to execute the resolution which 

» Diodorus, xvii. 3. • Plut Al. 1 1. 

* Justin, XI. 3. * Diodorus, xvii. 4. 
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had been precipitately adopted, his presence awed chap. 
the disaffected into entire submission. His ap- ■ 
proach produced a like effect at Athens. The people 
hastened to appease him by an embassy, which they 
sent to apologise for their late proceedings, and to 
offer him all the honours they had conferred on 
Philip. Demosthenes himself was appointed one of 
the envoys, perhaps through the intrigues of his ad- 
versaries ; and he even proceeded as far as CithsBron, 
on his way to the Macedonian camp. We do not 
know whether it was his own reflections on the 
dangers of his mission, or some hints which he re- 
ceived as to Alexander's intentions, that induced him 
to find some excuse for turning back. The rest of 
the ambassadors however found the king ready to 
accept their excuses and promises, perhaps were led 
to believe that he had never suspected the common- 
wealth of any hostile designs. Yet, according to 
Diodorus, it must have been about this time that 
Attains — possibly disheartened by the intelligence he 
received from Europe — determined to attempt to make 
his peace with him, and as a proof of his sincerity 
sent him the letter of Demosthenes. Alexander 
however does not appear to have made any complaints 
to the Athenians on the subject ; but he despatched a 
trusty officer, named Hecataeus, over to Asia, with or- 
ders either to arrest Attains, and convey him to Mace- 
donia, or to put him to death. It seems that Attains 
had so won the affections of his troops, that HecataBUs 
thought it safest to have him secretly killed. 

Alexander had sent envoys before him to summon congpess at 
a fresh congress at Corinth. He found this assembly ^^^^^ 
as obsequious as that which had been called by his 
father : and was invested by it with the same title and 
authority for the prosecution of the war with Persia, 
as had been bestowed on Philip. Sparta alone either 

L 2 
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CHAP, refused to send deputies to the congress, or instructed 
^^]^"' . them to disavow its proceedings. She had been used 
— such was still her language — herself to take the 
lead among the Greeks, and would not resign her 
hereditary rank to another.^ Alexander perhaps 
smiled at these pret^ensions of a state which was 
hardly able to protect itself, but did not think it 
worth while to put its resolution to the test, by an 
invasion of its territory. So too the revolt of Am- 
bracia did not appear to him important enough to 
detain him so long as would have been necessary to 
crush it. He even condescended to assure the Am- 
bracians that they had only forestalled his intentions : 
that he should of his own accord have restored their 
democratical institutions.^ It was a concession which 
his commanding posture enabled him to make with 
dignity, and therefore without danger. Having thus 
in the course of a few weeks settled the affairs of 
Greece, he returned to Macedonia, with the hope that 
in the following spring he might be able to embark 
for Asia. 
B. c. 336. But when the season for military operations drew 
M^ition' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^> reports were heard of movements among 
to Thrace the Thracian tribes and the Triballlans, which seemed 
to render it necessary for the security of his kingdom 
during his absence, that he should spread the terror of 
his arms in that quarter, before he began an expedi- 
tion which would carry him so far away from it. The 
Triballians had not only resisted Philip's passage 
through their territory with impunity, but had de- 
prived his army of the booty collected in the Scythian 
campaign. The Thracians, in whose land he had 
planted his colonies, were no doubt impatient to ease 
themselves of the tribute which he had imposed on 
them, and of the foreign settlers whose presence made 

» Arrian, i. 1. ■ Diodorus, xvii. 4. 
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the yoke more galling : and those whose independence 
had only been threatened, were admonished by the 
fate of their neighbours to secure themselves against 
like attacks. The lUyrians too, hereditary enemies of 
Macedonia, had begun to entertain hopes of recovering 
the districts which had been wrested from them by 
Philip. Early in the spring Alexander set out on 
his march toward the Danube. A small squadron of 
ships of war was ordered to be fitted out at Byzan- 
tium, and to sail up the river to meet the army. In 
ten days, having crossed the Hebrus at Philippopolis, 
it reached the foot of the Balkan. Here the Thracians 
had collected their forces to guard the defiles, and 
were seen intrenched behind their waggons on the 
summit of the pass. As the road which led up to it 
Avas extremely steep, they had formed the plan of 
rolling their waggons down on the enemy as they 
advanced, and then falling on their broken ranks. 
Alexander perceived the object of their preparations, 
and provided against the danger. The heavy in- 
fantry was ordered, where the ground permitted, to 
open their files and make way for the waggons: 
where this was not practicable, to throw themselves 
forward on the ground, and link their shields together 
over their heads, so that the descending masses might 
bound over them. The shock came and passed in a 
few moments, leaving the men unhurt: they closed 
their ranks, and rose from the ground with heightened 
courage. The enemy were soon dislodged from their 
position by a skilful and vigorous charge, leaving 
1500 slain: the fugitives easily escaped: the camp, 
in which Avere their wives and children, fell into the 
hands of the victors. 

Having crossed the mountains without further in- 
terruption, Alexander descended into the Triballian 
country to the river Lyginus^, at a point three days' 

' Its modern name is not known ; but it must have been a tributary of the Danube. 
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march from the Danube. Syrmus, the king of the 
Triballians, had sent the women and children of his 
tribe to an island of the Danube which our authors 
call Pence, and on the enemy's approach himself took 
refuge there with his immediate followers, and several 
of the neighbouring Thracian hordes. But the bulk 
of his own people, when Alexander moved forward to 
overtake him, fell back upon the Lyginus, where the 
woods near the river oflfered a secure shelter. Alex- 
ander however, who was apprised of their motions, 
and was only a day's march in advance, suddenly 
retraced his steps, and encamped on the plain skirted 
by the forest. The manoeuvres of his light troops 
drew the enemy out of their lurking-place, and they 
were then easily routed : 3000 were slain : the fugi- 
tives were mostly able to reach the forest, into which 
their pursuers, as it was growing late, did not venture 
to follow them. 

Alexander now resumed his march, and in three 
days reached the right bank of the Danube, where he 
found the galleys which he expected from Byzantium. 
If the Danube was not navigable for the ancient galleys 
of war above the modern port of Galatz^ — which lies 
between the Sereth and the Pruth, where the river 
makes its sudden bend eastward — it would be difficult 
to understand his previous movements unless we sup- 
pose that before he met the ships he had marched for 
several days along the river. On the other hand, the 
island, or network of islands, formed by the Danube 
just above Galatz, would seem to have presented a very 
suitable place of retreat for the fugitives whom Alex- 
ander was pursuing.^ In the galleys however he 
embarked with a body of heavy-armed infantry and 
bowmen, and endeavoured to eflfect a landing on Pence. 



* As Niebuhr conceived, Kl. Schr. p. 376. 

* I am referring to a map of Turkey in Europe (according to its condition in 
1828) published by Cotta at Munich, which I lielleve may be trusted. 
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But the current was strong, the banks were steep and chap. 
lined with enemies, who far outnumbered the detach- ■ 
ment which his little squadron could contain : after 
some fruitless attempts he found himself forced to 
abandon the undertaking. He had also another more 
interesting object in view. He wished to cross the 
great river, the boundary of so many warlike tribes, 
and to make an incursion into the land of the Getes, 
who were now seated either in Walachia, or, if Pence 
lay lower down, in Moldavia or Bessarabia, and whose 
forces, 10,000 foot and 4,000 horse, were drawn up, as 
in defiance of him, on the opposite side. He himself, 
and a part of his troops, embarked in the galleys: 
the rest found a passage either in canoes used by the 
natives, of which he collected a great number, or on 
hides stuffed with straw. Under favour of night they 
crossed over unmolested, and landed in fields of stand- 
ing corn. This the phalanx levelled, as it marched 
through, with its spears, the cavalry following until 
they reached the open ground, where the enemy, asto- 
nished and dismayed by their unexpected appearance, 
did not even wait for the first charge of the horse, but 
took refuge in their town which lay but a few miles 
off. Even this — for it was poorly fortified — they 
abandoned at Alexander's approach, and taking as 
many as they could of the women and children on 
their horses, retreated into the wilderness. The town 
was sacked and razed to the ground, and Alexander, 
having sacrificed on the right bank of the Danube to 
the gods who had granted him a safe passage, returned 
to his camp on the other side. 

Here he received embassies, with submissive or at 
least pacific overtures, from Syrmus, and from many 
of the independent nations bordering on the river. 
His chief object was attained in the proof thus af- 
forded of the terror inspired by his arms. Among 
the tribes which had been agitated by the report of 

L 4 
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*«.,.,^^ the east of the Adriatic.^ They came professedly to 
The ceitt. seek his alliance ; perhaps in fact rather to ascertain 
what they might have to apprehend from him. Alex- 
ander was struck with their gigantic forms ; and, with 
some self-complacency, asked them, what they feared 
most in the world. Their pride was equal to his am- 
bition : they answered. Lest the sky should fall? All 
were dismissed with assurances of friendship. 

He now turned his march westward, to reach the 
borders of lUyria, through the country of the Agri- 
anians and Paeonians, on the western side of the 
Bftountains which contain the springs of the Hcbrus 
and the Nestus. On his road he received advice that 
Cleitus king of the lUyrians, the son of his father's 
old enemy Bardylis, was up in arms, and had leagued 
himself with Glaucias, king of the Taulantians. The 
Autariates too, through whose land he had to pass, 
were ready to fall on him in his way. From this last 
hinderance however he was relieved by his faithful 
ally, Langarus, king of the Agrianians, who had 
formed a personal attachment to him in Philip's life- 
time, and now came to join him with a body of his 
choicest troops, and undertook to find sufficient em- 
ployment for the Autariates, who were accounted by 
their neighbours an unwarlike tribe, in their own 
country. He fulfilled this promise by an invasion 
which efiectually diverted them from their meditated 
attack on the Macedonian army. Alexander would 
have rewarded his zeal with the hand of his sister 
Cynane, the widow of Amyntas : but before the time 
came, Langarus was cut off by sickness. The king 

' Nlebuhr, u. 8. 

■ Mr. Williams (p. 37.) thinks that the real meaning was : We fear no enemien 
but the GodM, We may compare the language of the Germans in Ciesar, De B, G. 
IV. 7. Sese vnit Suema cmcedere^ quibtu ne dii quidem immorlaJes pares eate possint : 
and the inscription on the bronze statue of Alexander by liysippus (Tzetx. 
Chil. XI. Hist. 368.) : AUdcroyrt 8' foiKtv 6 xi^ttos, its Ala kt^acov, Vav vv ifik 
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however was thus enabled to pursue his march with- ciiap. 
out obstruction up the valley of the Erigon, toward .^^^^^' . 
the fortress of Pellion, which, as the strongest posi- Peiuon. 
tion in the country, had been occupied by Cleitus. 
It stood on high ground in the midst of lofty wooded 
hills, which were also guarded by lUyrian troops, so 
as to command all the approaches of the place : and 
the barbarians had sought an additional safeguard 
against the assaults of the Macedonians, in a sacrifice 
which they celebrated on the hill-tops, of three boys, 
three girls, and as many black rams. Yet all these 
precautions proved fruitless, and Alexander, after he 
made himself master of the adjacent hills — where he 
found the victims of those horrid rites — was pro- 
ceeding to invest Pellion itself, when the arrival of 
Glaucias Avith a numerous army compelled him to 
retire, that he might provide for his own safety. We 
shall not dwell on the evolutions by which he extri- 
cated himself from a most perilous position. It is 
sufficient to mention that he first penetrated through 
a difficult defile, and crossed a river in the presence 
of an enemy greatly superior in numbers, and three 
days afterwards, having suddenly returned, fell upon 
the allies, whose camp was carelessly guarded, in the 
night, and broke up their host. Glaucias fled toward 
his OAvn home, and was pursued by Alexander with 
great slaughter as far as the mountains Avliich pro- 
tected his territories. Cleitus at first took shelter in 
Pellion ; but soon despairing of his OAvn resources, set 
fire to the fortress, and retreated into the dominions 
of Glaucias. 

The accounts which reached Greece of Alexander's Revolt of 
operations in these wild and distant regions were, it ^ *' 
may be supposed, very imperfect and confused ; and 
at length, during an interval in which no news was 
heard of him, a report of his death sprang up, or was 
studiously set afloat. It was at least either belief of 
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the report, or confidence in the eflfect which it was 
likely to produce in others, that seems to have en- 
couraged a party of Theban exiles, in concert with 
some of their friends at home who were no less im- 
patient of the Macedonian yoke, to enter the city by 
night, and attempt a revolution. They began in an 
unhappy spirit, with the massacre of two officers of 
the Macedonian garrison, whom they found in the 
streets unaware of the danger. They then summoned 
an assembly, and prevailed on the people, chiefly by 
the strong assurances which they gave of Alexander's 
death, to rise in open insurrection, and lay siege to 
the Cadmea. The citizens who were still in exile 
were recalled : the slaves enfranchised, the aliens won 
by new privileges. Whether Demosthenes had been 
previously apprised of their design, is doubtful ; but 
when they had taken the decisive step, he certainly 
aided them to the utmost of his power. He was 
enabled by the Persian subsidy to furnish them with 
a supply of arms for as many as needed it ^, many of 
whom perhaps had been deprived of their own by the 
oligarchical government, and he induced the Athenians 
to enter into an alliance with them, and to promise 
them support. He himself probably believed the 
rumour which he must so earnestly have wished to 
be true ; and it was no doubt this that emboldened 
the people on his motion to decree an expedition in 
aid of the Thebans. This decree however was not 
carried into eflfect : before the people could be brought 
actually to take the field, news arrived which put a 
stop to their preparations. Elis too, which seems to 
have fallen again into the hands of the anti-Macedo- 
nian party, openly espoused the cause of the Thebans 

* Diodonu, xvn. 8. The account of Diodorus is incomparably more trustworthy 
and probable than the accusations of Dinarchus (c. Dem. p. 92.)> who represents 
Demosthenes as withholding the money required to induce the Arcadian general 
to march to the aid of the Thebans. 
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SO far as even to send their forces as far as the Isthmus, chap. 
where they were joined by those of some Arcadian . 
states. But here their generals were induced to halt, 
l)y the tidings which reached them of Alexander's 
return.^ 

He was still at Pellion when he heard of the revolt 
of Thebes. He knew that unless it was crushed in 
time it would probably spread, and he was anxious 
about the garrison of the Cadmea. He therefore set 
out immediately for Boeotia. In seven days, having 
traversed the upper provinces of Macedonia and 
crossed the Cambunian range toward its junction 
with Pindus, he reached Pelinna in Thessaly. Six 
days more brought him into Boeotia. So rapid were 
his movements, that before the Thebans had heard 
that he had passed Thermopylae, he had arrived at 
Onchestus. The authors of the insurrection would 
not at first listen to the news of his approach ; they 
gave out that it was Antipater who commanded the 
Macedonian army : and then that Alexander, the son 
of Aeropus, had been taken for his royal namesake. 
But when the truth was ascertained, they found the 
people still willing to persevere in the struggle which 
had now become so hopeless. Alexander on the other 
hand, wishing to give them time for better counsels, 
now moved slowly against the city, and even when 
he had encamped near the foot of the Cadmea, which 
they had encompassed with a double line of circum- 
vallation, waited some time for proposals of peace, 
which he was ready to grant on very lenient terms. 
There was a strong party within which was willing 
to submit to his pleasure, and urged the people to 
cast themselves on his mercy : but the leaders of the 
revolt, who could expect none for themselves, resisted 
every such motion : and as beside their personal in- 

' Diodor. xvii. 8. ^larplioyrts iKapoZ6Kaiw, vposioxi/iov rod fi<urt\4ws oktot. 
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CHAP, fluence they filled most places in the government, 
- Ihey unhappily prevailed. It was their object to 

drive matters to extremities. When Alexander sent 
to demand Phoenix and Prothytes, two of their chiefs, 
they demanded Philotas and Antipater in return ; 
and when he proclaimed an oflfer of pardon to all who 
should surrender themselves to him and share the 
common peace, they made a counter-proclamation 
from the top of a tower ^, inviting all who desired the 
independence of Greece to take part with them against 
the tyrant. These insults, and especially the animo- 
sity and distrust which they implied, put an end to 
all thoughts of peace, and Alexander reluctantly pre- 
pared for an assault. 
Capture of The fate of Thebes seems after all to have been 
Thebes. decided more by accident than by design. Perdiccas, 
who was stationed with his division in front of the 
camp, not far from the Theban intrenchments, with- 
out waiting for the signal, began the attack, and 
forced his way into the space between the enemy's 
lines, and was followed by Amyntas son of Andro- 
menes, who commanded the next division. Alexander 
was thus induced to bring up the rest of his forces. 
Yet at first he only sent in some light troops to the 
support of the two divisions which were engaged with 
the enemy. When however Perdiccas had fallen, 
severely wounded, as he led his men within the second 
line of intrenchments, and the Thebans, who at first 
had given way, rallied, and in their turn put the 
Macedonians to flight, he himself advanced to the 
scene of combat with the phalanx, and fell upon them 
in the midst of the disorder caused by the pursuit. 
They were instantly routed, and made for the nearest 
gates of the city, in such confusion, that the enemy 
entered with them, and being soon joined by the 

' Dlodorui, XTU. 9 
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ffarrison of the Cadmea, made themselves masters of chap. 

xLVir 
the adjacent part of the city. The besieged made a i . ' - 

short stand in the market-place ; but, when they saw 
themselves threatened on all sides, the cavalry took 
to flight through the opposite gates, and the rest as 
they could find a passage. But few of the foot com- 
batants eflfected their escape; and the conquerors 
glutted their rage with unresisted slaughter. It was 
not however so much from the Macedonians, as from 
some of their auxiliaries, that the Thebans suffered 
the utmost excesses of hostile cruelty. Alexander 
had brought with him a body of Thracians among 
his light troops, and he had been reinforced by the 
Phocians and by all the Boeotian towns hostile to 
Thebes, more especially by Orchomenus, Thespiaa, 
and Plataja. The Thracians, impelled by their ha- 
bitual ferocity, of which they had shown so fearful 
a specimen many years before at the capture of My- 
calessus, the Boeotians, eager to revenge the wrongs 
they had endured from Thebes in the day of her 
prosperity, revelled in the usual licence of carnage, 
plunder, and wanton outrages on those whose age 
and sex left them most defenceless. The bloodshed 
however was restrained by cupidity, that the most 
valuable part of the spoil might not be lost. The 
number of the slain was estimated at 6000 : that of 
the prisoners at 30,000. The Macedonians lost about 
500 men. 

It only remained to fix the final doom of the con- 
quered city. Alexander, who had probably made up 
his mind on it, referred it to a council of his allies, in 
which the representatives of the Boeotian towns took 
a leading part. The issue of their deliberation might 
be easily foreseen, and did not want plausible reasons 
to justify it. There was a sentence which had been 
hanging over Thebes ever since the Persian war in 
which she had so recklessly betrayed the cause of 
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CHAP. Grecian liberty.^ It had never been forgotten, and 
' ' calls had been heard from time to time for its execu- 



tion.^ And the city which had so long been permitted 
by the indulgence of the Greeks to retain a forfeited 
existence, had nevertheless been distinguished by her 
merciless treatment of her conquered enemies. In 
the case of Plataea she had not only instigated the 
Spartans to a cold-blooded slaughter, forbidden by 
the usages of Greek warfare, but she had destroyed 
a city which by its heroic patriotism had earned the 
gratitude of the whole nation, and was itself a monu- 
ment of the national triumph. Nor was it forgotten 
that when Athens was at the mercy of its enemies 
she alone had proposed to sweep it from the face of 
Greece. It seems that these old oflfences were placed 
in the foreground, while little notice was taken of 
the later acts of violence and oppression toward the 
Boeotian towns, which were the real motive of their 
ixcstruction implacable resentment. The decree of the council 
was, that the Cadmea should be left standing, to be 
occupied by a Macedonian garrison ; that the lower 
city should be levelled with the ground, and the 
territory, except the part which belonged to the 
temples, divided among the allies : the men, women, 
and children, sold as slaves, all but the priests and 
priestesses, and some citizens who stood in a relation 
of hospitality to Philip or Alexander, or held the 
office of Proxenus to the state of Macedonia. Under 
this head were probably included most of the con- 
queror's political adherents. He made one other 
exception, which was honourable rather to his taste 
than his humanity. He bade spare the house of Pm- 
dams ^, and as many as were to be found of his de- 

» Sec Vol. II. pp. 305. 393. ■ See Vol. V. p. 88. 

* According to Dio Chrysost. i. p. 83. ic€\€i5<ras iveypApat* Tlwidpov roO 
fiovaovotov 'Hiv ardyriy fi^ Koiert. 
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scendants.^ The rest of the city was razed to the 
sound of the flute, on which Ismenias, a highly cele- 
brated artist, played an appropriate accompaniment.^ 
The council likewise decreed that Orchomenus and 
Plataaa should be rebuilt. The demolished buildings 
of Thebes may have furnished materials for the resto- 
ration of Plataea. 

It can hardly be doubted that policy had a large 
share in this rigorous measure, and that Thebes was 
destroyed chiefly because it would not have been safe 
to leave it standing, and that the example of its fate 
might strike the rest of Greece with a wholesome 
awe. Alexander himself, in his subsequent treatment 
of individual Thebans, tacitly acknowledged that his 
severity had been carried to an extreme which bor- 
dered upon cruelty. But the harshness which he 
displayed in this case enabled him to assume the 
appearance of magnanimity and gentleness in others. 
All the Greek states which had betrayed their hos- 
tility toward him, now vied with one another in apo- 
logies, recantations, and oflfers of submission. A 
reaction immediately took place at Elis in favour of 
the Macedonian party: and in the Arcadian towns 
which had sent succours for the Thebans, the authors 
of this imprudent step were condenmed to death. 
The ^tolians too, who had shown some symptoms 
of disaffection, sent an embassy to deprecate the 
king's displeasure. Athens however had most reason 
to dread his anger, and strove to avert it by a servile 
homage, which at once marks the character of the man 
who proposed it, and the depth to which the people 
had fallen since the battle of Chseronea. When the first 
fugitives arrived from Thebes, the Athenians were 

' Arrian, i. 9. ^lian, Y. H. lui. 7. 

• Txetxes, Chll. l 328. and vii. Htet. 139. epJivuSttriy abKiifuurtP auXavrros 
Ifffiriyiov — • &s KaX\ta$4irris ypd^€i. 
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celebrating tlieir great Eleusinian mysteries. All fled 
in consternation to the (iity, and removed their pro- 
perty out of the country within the walls. An as- 
sembly was immediately called, in which, on the 
motion of Demades, it was decreed that ten envoys, 
the most acceptable that could be found, should be 
sent to congratulate Alexander on his safe return 
from his northern expedition, and on the chastisement 
Alexander which he had inflicted on Thebes. The king dis- 
the Athe- covcrcd no displeasure at this piece of impudent obse- 
quiousness, but in reply sent a letter to the people 
demanding nine of the leading anti-Macedonian 
orators and generals: Demosthenes, Lycurgus, Hype- 
rides, Polyeuctus, Chares, Charidemus, Ephialtes, 
Diotimus, and Moerocles, whom he charged both with 
the transactions which had led to the battle of Chae- 
ronea, and with all the hostile measures that had 
since been adopted at Athens toward his father and 
himself, particularly with the principal share in the 
revolt of Thebes. ^ In the assembly which was held 
to consider this requisition, Phocion, it is said, both 
counselled the people to surrender the objects of the 
conqueror's resentment or apprehensions, and ex- 
horted the elected victims to devote themselves spon- 
taneously for the public weal.^ Demosthenes is re- 
ported to have quoted the fable of the wolf who 
called on the sheep to give up their dogs. The people 
wavered between fear and reluctance, till Demades 
stept in to remove the difficulty. He undertook — it 
was commonly believed for a fee of five talents — to 
appease Alexander, and save the threatened lives. 
But the success of the final embassy seems to have 
been mainly owing to Phocion's influence with the 
conqueror, who continued long to honour him with 

' Arrian, i. 10. Suldas (^Amtvarpos) gives eleven names, adding to Anian*s 
lUt those of Thrasybulus and Cassander. Plutarch (Dem. 23.) omits Uyperides, 
Oiares, and Diotimus, and substitutes Damon and Callisthenes. 

• Diodor. XVII. 15. 
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marks of his especial esteem.* He found the king chap. 
satiated with the punishment of the Thebans, and '- 

disposed for an exercise of mercy which might soften 
the impression it had produced on the minds of the 
Greeks. He remitted his demand with respect to all 
except Charidemus, who perhaps had incurred his 
peculiar displeasure by his conduct at Mg(B after 
Philip's death, and who now embarked for Asia, and 
proceeded to the Persian court. 

The conqueror celebrated his return to Macedonia 
with an Olympic festival at -^gse, and with games in 
honour of the Muses at Diura in Pieria. The inha- 
bitants of Dium held the memory of Orpheus in great 
reverence, and boasted of the possession of his bones. 
At the time of the games it was reported that a 
statue of the ancient bard, which perhaps adorned his 
monument near the town, had been seen bathed in 
sweat. Alexander's Lycian soothsayer, Aristander of • 
Telmessus, bade him hail the omen: it signified that 
the masters of epic and lyric poetry should be wearied 
by the tale of his achievements^ These achieve- 
ments will now for some time claim our undivided 
attention. 

> Plut. Phoc. 17. JEL V. II. I. 25. There is a little obscurity about these 
embassies. Arrinn seems to know only of two : one before and one after the 
demand made by Alexander. But Plutarch (Phoc. 17.) supposes two subsequent 
to that demand, the first having been contemptuously dismissed — rh irpwrop 
^fpuTfjLa Xiytrai *A\i^avlipoy, &s iKaSt, ^t'tf'ai, Koi ^vyeiv itiroarpa^t^in-a robs 
wpdaStis, In the second, Alexander yielded to the persuasions of Pbocion. In 
Dem. 23. he describes only two embassies, one before and one after the demand, 
and ascribes the success of the second entirely to Demades. Justin (xi. 4.) sup- 
X)oscs two embassies previous to Alexander's demand. He was so much offended 
with the Athenians for receiving the Theban fugitives against his injunction, ut 
gecunda legationt dentto bellum deprecaniibug ita demum remigerit^ ut oratorts et 
duces quorum fiducia totieg rebellentt gibi dedantutt but at last consented (it must 
be supposed after a third embassy), ut retentig oratoribug duces in exgWum agerenturi 
qui ex continenti ad Darium profecti non mediocre momentum Pergarum viribug 
accesstre. It is probable enough that several beside Charidemus went over to 
Asia, and that some were engaged in the battle of the Granicus. 

* Pausanias, ix. 30. 7. Plut. Alex. 14. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

BETROSPECnVB SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF PERSIA, 
FROM THE PEACE OF ANTALCIDAS TO ALEXANDER'S 
ACCESSION. 

History of Evagoras. — The Cyprian War ended, — Egyptian 
War. — Iphicrates and Phamabazus, — Revolt of the Western 
Satraps. — Datames. ^- Agesilaus in Egypt, — Death of Age^ 
silaus, — Revolt of Sidon. — Siege of Sidon, — Ochus invades 
Egypt, — Causes of his Success, — Mentor, — Hermias, — Ac- 
cession of Darius Codomannus, — Reflections, — The 3face* 
donian Army. — Alexander's Preparations. 

x^^m Ai-exander's invasion of Asia might well form the 
^ — , — '^ subject of a separate work^: and it belongs rather to 
universal history than to the history of Greece, The 
Greeks indeed were deeply interested in the event ; 
but the eflfect it produced on their condition might be 
sufficiently understood from a very summary account 
of the transactions by means of which it was brought 
about. Still it was not without reason that writers 
of Grecian history thought themselves called upon to 
relate this great triumph of Grecian arts and arms — 
for such it was, though they were employed by a 
people whom the Greeks themselves did not account 
worthy of their name — which spread a Greek popu- 
lation over the fairest provinces of Asia, and carried 
the Greek language, manners, and modes of thinking, 
from the shores of the Mediterranean to the banks of 
the Indus. It is now scarcely permitted to one who 

' It has been handled admirably on the whole by Droysen : though he some- 
times shows himself as much pitjudiced on the side of Alexander as Suinte Crolx 
against him. 
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13 traversing the same field to depart from their ex- chap. 
ample. The reader however will not expect to see .^^^'"'^ 
this subject treated here even with all the fulness of 
details into which we have entered in other portions 
of our narrative, which were more essential parts of a 
history of Greece. Our aim must be confined to a 
survey of the leading features of this ever memorable 
conquest, which may enable us to understand the 
spirit in which it was accomplished, and perhaps to 
judge of the designs as well as the achievements of 
the conqueror. 

But before we proceed it will be necessary, both 
for the sake of connection, and to illustrate the state 
of the Persian empire at the period when it was at- 
tacked by Alexander, to take a review of the principal 
events which befel it during about half a century 
before, or from the time of the peace of Antalcidas. 

We have had occasion, in a former volume*, to nistoryof 
mention hostilities in which Evagoras of Salamis was ^^*«®'*»- 
engaged with Persia in the reign of that Artaxerxes 
whom Cyrus attempted to dethrone. It may now be 
proper to say something more about the circumstances 
under which Evagoras rose to power at Salamis. The 
Greek princes who traced their origin to Teucer, had 
been expelled by a PhcEuician chief, who, to secure 
his ovm authority, acknowledged himself the vassal 
of the Persian king. Evagoras, when he had made 
himself master of Salamis, both restored the ancient 
power and splendour of the city, which under its 
Phoenician rulers had lost its Greek manners and its 
maritime occupations^, and endeavoured to extend his 
dominion over the rest of the island. He succeeded 
so far, that only Amathus, Soli, and Citium held out 
against him, and they found themselves compelled to 
seek protection from Artaxerxes. He willingly pro- 

» Vol. v. p, 436. ' • Isocrates, Evag. § 23. 65. 
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mised them succours: for not only had the revolu- 
tion by which his Cyprian vassal had been dethroned 
deprived him of an important island, but Evagoras 
had formed connections with the king of Egypt, 
and it seems had engaged in enterprises which 
threatened Phoenicia and Cilicia. Artaxerxes there- 
fore made the cause of the Cyprian cities opposed 
to Evagoras his own, and ordered the satraps of the 
nearest maritime provinces, and Hecatomnus, the 
prince of Caria, to prepare an expedition for the in- 
vasion of Cyprus. But these preparations appear to 
have been delayed by his war with Sparta : and one 
of the reasons which made the peace of Antalcidas 
welcome to him was, that it left him at liberty to 
prosecute this undertaking, and, as his title to Cyprus 
was expressly acknowledged in the treaty, debarred 
Evagoras from all further succours which he might 
have obtained from his Greek allies. After the peace, 
the preparations were carried on with increased 
vigour, and at length a great armament was brought 
together ; it is said upwards of 300,000 men and 300 
galleys, to which the Ionian cities contributed most 
largely.* The army was placed under the command 
of Orontes : the sea-force was committed to Teribazus, 
under whom Gaos his son-in-law, though with inferior 
rank, seems to have had the chief direction of the 
naval operations. Evagoras on the other hand had 
obtained considerable succours from the Egyptian 
king, Acoris; and even Hecatomnus had privately 
furnished him with a subsidy which enabled him to 
take a large body of mercenaries into his pay. If we 
may believe Isocrates^, he had invaded Phoenicia, and 
made himself master of Tyre by force of arms. His 

Ifocrates, Pane?. § 154. rod wavriicov rh rKturrow Aw* *IwWar <rvtiir4v\fVHfp. 
The armament wa« assembled on the western coast (ii^ *c0itala koI K^fin. Diodor. 
XT. 2. ), and thence proceeded to Cillcla. 
• Evag. § 76. 
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authority was certainly acknowledged there, and in chap. 

o ' XLvm 
some other Phoenician cities, and a Tynan squadron v_, 1/ 

of twenty galleys came to his aid against the Persians.^ 
His fleet however with this addition amounted only 
to ninety sail. His native troops were about 6000 
men; but beside the mercenaries he received rein- 
forcements from many quarters — for all who were 
disaffected to the Persian government were his na- 
tural allies — among the rest from a chief who is 
called king of the Arabians. 

Still when the Persian armament had crossed over 
to Cyprus, Evagoras was not in condition to cope 
with it openly either by sea or land, and for a time 
confined himself to the object of intercepting the 
enemy's supplies with his cruisers. In this he was 
so successful that he reduced them to great distress, 
Avhich caused a mutiny in their camp, and compelled 
them to return Avith their whole fleet to Cilicia for a 
fresh stock of provisions. Meanwhile he received a 
reinforcement of fifty galleys from Acoris, and haAdng 
fitted out sixty more himself, thought himself strong 
enough to risk a battle. He chose his own time, and 
took the Persians by surprise ; but the inequality of 
numbers was perhaps still too great. He was de- 
feated, and besieged in Salamis by sea and land ; but 
he made his escape by night with ten galleys, leaving 
his son Pnytagoras to govern in his absence, and 
proceeded to Kgypt, to press Acoris for fresh suc- 
cours. The Egyptian however seems no longer to 
have trusted in his fortune, and only furnished him 
with a scanty supply of money, with which he re- 
turned to Salamis. His affairs might now have 
seemed hopeless, and there can hardly be a doubt that 
if the siege had been prosecuted with due vigour, the 
city must have surrendered at discretion. But, hap- 

I Diodpros, u. s. 
M 3 
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CHAP, pily for Evagoras, the two satraps who commanded 
., the Persian forces were jealous of each other, and 

each anxious for the credit of putting an end to a 
long and expensive war: so that when he made 
overtures of peace to Teribazus, they were more 
favourably received than the state of his aflFairs would 
have entitled him to expect. Teribazus would have 
permitted him to retain Salamis, on condition that he 
should pay a yearly tribute, and acknowledge himself 
the subject of the Persian king. Evagoras was willing 
to accept all the other conditions, but would not 
submit to this last clause, and claimed to be treated 
as a sovereign prince, the Great King's equal in rank 
and title. This was a concession Avhich Teribazus 
did not venture to make. In the meanwhile however 
Oront^s sent secret dispatches to the court, in which 
he charged Teribazus with wilful remissness in the 
management of the war, and with treasonable de- 
signs. Artaxerxes, Avho was himself about to under- 
take an expedition in person against the Cadusians, 
was alarmed by these insinuations, and ordered 
Orontes to arrest Teribazus, and send him a prisoner 
to court. This order Orontes immediately executed, 
and his rival was detained in custody until the King's 
return from his campaign. He himself succeeded to 
the sole command of the armament. But Teribazus 
had made himself popular among the troops — as 
indeed one of the charges laid against him was, that 
he had endeavoured to corrupt their loyalty — and 
they showed so much dissatisfaction at his disgrace, 
that Orontes feared he should be compelled to abandon 
the siege. He therefore made advances to Evagoras, 
and offered him the possession of Salamis on the 
tenns which he himself had accepted from Teribazus. 
Evagoras, if he had known the state of things in the 
enemy's camp, might perhaps have risen in his de- 
mands : but he acquiesced in these proposals, which 
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seemed no less advantageous and honourable to hiin, chap. 
than they were degrading to the majesty of the '- 

Persian crown, which had never before been known 
to treat on such terms with a rebel, as Evagoras was 
styled. Thus ended the Cyprian war, which lasted ^ c. 376. 
ten years, and during a part of this time employed a ^^^ll^ 
large share of the forces of the Persian empire against fn<ied. 
a single town\ and is said by a contemporary to have 
cost 15,000 talents.^ This sum indeed was not much 
more than the value of the ornaments which the 
Great King constantly wore about his person^: it 
Avould hardly have been missed from his treasury. 
But it proved the incapacity of the government to 
wield the resources of the state. 

The danger which hung over Teribazus alarmed his 
son-in-law Gaos, and drove him into treason through 
fear lest he should himself be charged Avith it. He 
won over several of his captains, and entered into 
correspondence with the king of Egypt, and with 
Sparta, for aid against his master. This rebellion 
however was not long after stifled by his death — 
the work probably of assassins hired by the court — 
though Tachos, one of his officers who succeeded to 
his command, still maintained an independent footing 
for a short time in a fortress which he built on the 
coast of Ionia. In the meanwhile Artaxerxes, having 
returned from his expedition, ordered Teribazus to be 
brought to trial, and appointed three Persians of the 
highest reputation for probity as his judges. It was 

' But I <lo not think It can safely be inferred from the language of Isocratcf 
(Pancg. § 163.) ; as Mr. Clinton supposes (F. H. ii. p. 280. Appi'nd. c. 12. ; On 
the Cyprian f^ar), that the sea-flght had taken place six years before the time 
when that passage of the Panegyric was written. At all events It is very doubtful 
whether the siege of Salamis lasted so long. That Artaxerxes ever landed In 
Cyprus, I utterly disbelieve. The testimony of Diodorus (xiv. 98.) so oddly 
worded (ainhs 9h rhs iv reus Hfv (raTpxwtiais wSXus iirtToptv6fi(yos fitydkeus 
Suydutai iia€aly€t fit r^¥ Ktnrpoy), is not sufficient to prove so strange a fact, of 
which he takes no further notice, and which is not mentioned either by Plutarch or 
Isocrates; for the expression rrfwrtwrat (u. s.) no more proves this, than It proves 
that Artaxerxes was present in person during the whole of the siege. 

■ Isocr. Evag. § 73. ■ Plut Artax. 24. 
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not long before that one of those horrible punishments 
which were equally to be dreaded from the justice 
and from the caprice of this barbarous government, 
had been inflicted on some of their predecessors in 
office, who had been flayed alive, that their skins 
might cover the seat of justice. Teribazus obtained 
an impartial hearing, and completely refuted the 
calumnies of his accuser. He was received again into 
the royal favour, and Orontes was banished from the 
court in disgrace. 

The recovery of Egypt was an object which had 
never ceased to occupy the attention of the Persian 
government since its revolt in the reign of Darius, 
the father of Artaxerxes. Before the Cyprian war an 
expedition had been sent against it under three gene- 
rals, accounted the ablest in the King's service, Abro- 
comas, Tithraustes, and Pharnabazus : but with such 
ill success, that the Egyptian prince was encouraged 
to act on the offensive, and to aim at extending his 
dominion over other provinces of the empire. Acoris, 
as we have seen, was ready to furnish powerful aid to 
the enemies of Artaxerxes in every quarter, and he 
even entered into alliance with the Pisidian moun- 
taineers, who paid not even nominal obedience to the 
Great King, and were at all times easily induced to 
attack his more peaceful subjects. About the year 
377, when it appears that Artaxerxes was meditating 
a fresh attempt upon Egypt, Acoris collected a large 
body of Greek mercenaries, whom he tempted by un- 
commonly liberal pay; and by the like attraction 
he induced Chabrias to take the command of them. 
Athens however was at this time desirous of keeping 
on good terms with Persia, and, on the complaint of 
Pharnabazus, not only ordered Chabrias to quit the 
service of Acoris, but promised to send Iphicrates to 
act with the King's generals in the reduction of Egypt. 
An army of 200,000 men was raised for the next in- 
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vasion, which was to be conducted by Phamabazus, 
but was so long delayed, that Iphicrates, who was to 
support him, at the head of 20,000 Greek mercenaries, 
could not help remarking in conversation with him 
on the difference between his words and his deeds. 
The reason^ answered the satrap, is that I am master 
of my words : my deeds depend upon the king. ^ The 
best plans, it seems, were always liable to be sus- 
pended and defeated by the interference of the court, 
which, as in the case of Teribazus, was always open 
to insidious suggestions against its most active and 
faithful servants. 

The army at length began its march from Ac& in 
Syria (Acre) the place of rendezvous, toward Egypt, 
accompanied by a fleet of 300 galleys of war, 200 
smaller vessels, and innumerable transports. Acoris 
was no longer on the throne of Egypt : but his suc- 
cessor, Nectanabis, had had ample time for prepara- 
tion, and had taken every precaution to secure himself 
against the threatened invasion. He had intersected 
the approaches to his kingdom on the side of Pelusium 
with deep ditches, had laid the adjacent country under 
water, and barred the passage of the canals. The 
invaders found the Pelusiac mouth of the river so 
strongly fortified, that they did not venture to make 
an attempt here. But Phamabazus and Iphicrates 
embarked with a body of troops, and, landing at the 
entrance of the Mendesian arm with 3000 men, 
immediately proceeded to attack the fortress which 
guarded it. Nectanabis sent a small detachment of 
his army to its relief, and an engagement took place, 
in which the Egyptians, overpowered by the superior 
numbers of the enemy, who were reinforced from 
their vessels, were routed and fled toward the for- 
tress : so hotly pursued that the conquerors entered 

* Diodorus, xy. 41. 
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CHAP, along with them, made themselves masters of it, and 

XLVIIL . 

u_„ — f razed it to the ground. 

But now a diflference arose between the Persian 
general and his Athenian colleague. Iphicrates, hav- 
ing heard from one of the prisoners that Memphis had 
been left unguarded, proposed immediately to sail up 
to it, and surprise it. Pharnabazus did not think it 
safe to undertake such an expedition until they were 
joined by the remainder of their forces : nor would he 
consent to let Iphicrates make the attempt, though 
he engaged to take the city with his mercenaries alone. 
His zeal even exposed him to suspicions of sinister 
aims ; and the sharpness of his remonstrances offended 
Pharnabazus, who had indeed reasons for caution, as 
the servant of a jealous and ill-informed despot, which 
did not affect the Athenian. During this dispute the 
Egyptians had time to send a garrison to Memphis, 
and then advanced with all their forces to the scene 
of their late defeat, where, though no general battle 
was fought, the nature of the ground gave them a 
great advantage over the enemy in a number of petty 
encounters.* At length, when the season of the inun- 
dation arrived, Pharnabazus, finding the country in- 
accessible, determined to abandon the enterprise, and 
led the armament back to Syria. Iphicrates, fear- 
ing Conon's fate, took the first opportunity of es- 
caping from the Persian camp, and, embarking by 
night, sailed away to Athens. Pharnabazus indeed 
laid the blame of the failure entirely upon him — not 
perhaps either maliciously or ignorantly, but to screen 
himself — and sent ministers to Athens to complain of 
him. The people promised to punish him as he 
should appear to deserve ; but shortly after appointed 
him to the command of their own fleet. 

* The reading, 8i«^ tV 'tcSv SwXofw oxvp^niTa^ in Dknlorus, xv. 43., though 
Wesstflinf? passes it over in silence, seems clearly to require correction, it should 
be rrfirwr. 
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Toward the end of his long reign Artaxerxes saw chap. 

XI VIIT 

his throne beset Avith greater dangers than had ever '- 

yet threatened the Persian monarchy. About the b.c. 362. 
year 362 the satraps of Asia Minor conspired together i^^^it ©^ 
in a general insurrection, and entered into alliance on satraps, 
the one hand with Sparta, on the other with Tachos, 
who had now succeeded Nectanabis in Egypt. Ario- 
barzanes satrap of Phrygia, Orontes of Mysia, Auto- 
phradates of Lydia, Datames of Cappadocia, and Mau- 
solus prince of Caria, are mentioned as the leading 
members of this coalition. No other motive need be 
sought for this conspiracy than the natural desire of 
these powerful chiefs to take advantage of the weak- 
ness of the government, and of the king's advanced 
age and domestic troubles, in order to erect their 
provinces into independent kingdoms. In the case of 
Datames however we find another example of the 
common effects of a wretched system. He was a man 
of extraordinary abilities, had served the King with 
the utmost loyalty, and might have been the firmest 
bulwark of his throne. But the calumnies of some 
envious courtiers had excited the susi)icions of Artax- 
erxes against him, and Datames saw himself obliged 
to revolt, to escape disgrace and ruin. The insur- 
rection spread along the whole Asiatic coast of the 
Mediterranean, from Ionia to Egypt. It seems in- 
deed that the court hardly retained its authority in 
any of the provinces west of the Euphrates. Half 
the revenues of the empire ceased to flow into the 
royal treasury. Its remaining forces were not suf- 
ficient to suppress the rebellion. 

But even in this emergency, there remained one 
hope for the government, and, happily for it, one 
which it required no exertion of prudence or energy 
to realise. Though it did not know how to preserve 
the fidelity of its honest servants, it was able to 
reward the services of traitors. Such were found 
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among the confederate satraps. Orontes, who had 
been invested with the supreme command, and en- 
trusted with the treasure collected for the pay of the 
mercenaries on whom they chiefly relied, tempted by 
the prospect of promotion, betrayed his friends, their 
towns and troops, into the King's hands. His ex- 
ample was followed by Rheomithres, who had been 
sent by the confederates to Egypt, and returned Avith 
a subsidy of 500 talents, and fifty galleys, which he 
received from Tachos. But immediately afterwards 
he found means to decoy several of the insurgent 
chiefs into his power, and sent them in chains to 
Artaxerxes. These instances of treachery seem either 
by fear or contagion to have dissolved the league. 
The rebels, one by one, hastened to make their peace 
with the King, that they might not be deserted or 
Datoraes. betrayed by their associates. Datames however would 
never again trust himself into the power of the prince 
who had so ill requited his faithful services: and 
Art-abazus, who commanded the royal forces, was 
ordered to invade Cappadocia.^ But here too more 
dependence was placed on treachery than on arms. 
Mithrobarzanes, a kinsman of Datames, whom he had 
entrusted with the command of his cavalry, was in- 
duced to go over to the enemy. Datames however 
contrived, by a stratagem which showed extraor- 
dinary presence of mind, to defeat and punish his 
perfidy. He advanced to attack the enemy, just at 
the moment that Mithrobarzanes was joining them, 
and persuaded his troops that the movements of the 
cavalry had been preconcerted with himself. On the 
other hand their simultaneous approach led Artabazus 
to suspect a double treachery; and Mithrobarzanes 
found himself repelled by the Persians. In his per- 

' Dlodorus, XV. 91. Nepos (Datames, 6.) mentions Pisidia as the scene of this 
occurrence, and says nothing about Artabaxus. Polysnus (vti. 21. 7.) assigns no 
place to it 
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plexity, he turned his arms against both sides, and chap. 
fell with a great part of his troops. The remaining < , r 
adventures of Datames^, so far as they have been 
preserved, deserve to be mentioned here, because 
they illustrate the character of the Persian govern- 
ment. After he had been deserted by his eldest 
son, and it appears by most of his forces, he still 
guarded the approaches of his province against the 
royal army, and so harassed and reduced it by a 
series of actions, in which the nature of the ground 
always gave a decided advantage to his little band, 
that Autophradates, his former associate, who now 
commanded against him, was obliged to invite him 
to make his peace with the King : of course on his 
own terms, which left him really independent. The 
court was just so far sensible of its humiliation, as to 
be still bent on the only kind of revenge which it was 
able to take on the rebellious subject whom it had 
reluctantly pardoned. It laid continual snares for 
his life, which however he eluded vriih his wonted 
forethought and address. At length another traitor 
of high rank, Mithridates, a son of his old ally Ario- 
barzanes, was found willing to undertake the office of 
assassin. But it was not by any ordinary means that 
he could obtain access to Datames, who was con- 
stantly on his guard. It was not enough that he 
pretended to have revolted from the King, and to 
seek an alliance with Datames for his protection. He 
could only win his confidence by a series of hostile 
inroads, which, with the secret sanction of the court, 
he made into the neighbouring provinces. When he 
had infested and plundered them for a long time, and 
had given a share of the spoil and several captured 
fortresses to Datames, Datames began to believe that 
he was sincere in his professions of enmity to the 

* Related by Nepos, and Polysnus, vii. 29. 
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King, and acceded to his proposal of a private con- 
ference to which they were to come unarmed. The 
place was fixed by Datames himself; but Mithridates 
caused some weapons to be hidden there beforehand, 
and when their interview was over, pretending that 
he had still something to say, slew him with a sword 
which he had drawn out while his back was turned. 

This event took place perhaps under Ochus, the 
son of Artaxerxes, to whose character this crooked 
policy was peculiarly congenial. Artaxerxes died in 
358, at the age of ninety-four, yet, it is said, of a 
broken heart, the father of 118 children, three of 
whom were accounted legitimate, and capable of suc- 
ceeding to the throne. To prevent a civil war, such 
as had disturbed the beginning of his own reign, he 
adopted the extraordinary resolution of proclaiming 
Darius the eldest, king in his own lifetime; per- 
mitting him to wear the tiara upright, hitherto an 
exclusive privilege of the reigning prince. It was 
customary for the successor, when appointed in the 
reign of his predecessor, to name a present which he 
desired from the sovereign. Darius on this occasion 
made a request which deeply oflFended his father : he 
asked for Aspasia, a beautiful Ionian, who after the 
death of Cyrus had been transferred from his harem 
to his brother's. The King indeed did not express 
his dis))leasure by words ; but he first bade Aspasia 
make her choice of a master, and when she decided 
in favour of his son, did not sufifer him to possess 
her long. He appointed her priestess of Anaitis, the 
goddess worshipped at Ecbatana, whom the Greeks 
compared to their Artemis, and whose ministers were 
devoted to perpetual celibacy. Darius, irritated by 
his disappointment, lent a credulous ear to the sug- 
gestions of Teribazus, whom Artaxerxes had provoked 
by a similar breach of promise, and who now per- 
suaded the prince that he was in danger of being 
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supplanted by his youngest brother Ochus. Thus he ^^^^{j 
was instigated to conspire against his father's life: w-, — ^ 
but was betrayed by one of his servants, and put to 
death, it was said, by the King's hand. 

There now remained but two barriers between 
Ochus and the succession. Ariaspes, the second legi- 
timate prince, was generally beloved on account of the 
mildness of his character, and desired by the people 
as their future king. The favourite of Artaxerxes 
himself was another son named Arsames, whose 
abilities made him doubly formidable, Ochus indeed 
had a friend in the palace, who supported his interest, 
the princess Atossa, whom her father, either licensed 
by the Magian doctrine, or careless of all restraints, 
had added to the number of his wives. But he did 
not rely upon her influence: he determined to rid 
himself of his two rivals. Ariaspes he alarmed by 
false reports of the King's displeasure, and threats 
against his life, until he drove him to suicide. 
Artaxerxes could only bewail his loss, and suspect 
the cause: but he clung the more fondly to his 
favourite son. Ochus now grew more reckless, and 
employed a son of Teribazus to despatch Arsames. 
The old king saw himself bereft of his last hope, and 
surrounded by assassins : he sank under the shock ; 
and Ochus, who also assumed the title of Artaxerxes, 
mounted the blood-stained throne. A general mas- 
sacre of his father's surviving children, and of all who 
were connected with them, or had in any way incurred 
his suspicions, was the first act of his reign. 

Such a character would not have been ill suited to 
a station which above all things required energy 
and decision, if he had not provoked enmity by his 
wanton cruelty. But Artabazus, who had defended 
his father's throne against the rebellious satraps, him- 
self raised the standard of revolt against him. Two 
or three years before the death of Artaxerxes, Tachoa 
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CHAP, had fitted out a fleet of 200 ffalleys, had raised an 
. army of 80,000 Egyptians, and had sent to Sparta 



ia Egypt 



for aid, with pay for 10,000 mercenaries. After the 
general peace which followed the battle of Mantinea, 
from which Sparta was excluded because she Avould 
not acknowledge the independence of Messene, she 
was reduced to a state of discontented feebleness, 
unable either to give up her projects of ambition and 
revenge, or to move a step toward the execution of 
them. Only one prospect seemed open for her : the 
hope of relieving her poverty by the subsidies of her 
Asiatic allies. With this view the overtures of the 
revolted satraps had been favourably received, and 
Agesiiaiw the rcqucst of Tachos was readily granted. Agesilaus 
himself, notwithstanding his advanced age, superin- 
tended the levies, and took the command of the 
troops, which included a thousand men furnished by 
Sparta, destined to serve in Egypt \ Avhere he ex- 
pected that the conduct of the war would be entirely 
committed to him. Tachos however had engaged 
Chabrias — who was always ready to accept a foreign 
commission — to command his fleet: Agesilaus was 
keenly mortified by this disappointment; and, it is 
said, was also wounded on his arrival in Egypt, by 
an indiscreet jest, with which Tachos expressed his 
surprise at the diminutive and deformed person of so 
renowned a general.^ As on many former occasions, 
he allowed his personal feelings to affect his political 
measures. Tachos, against his advice, made an expe- 
dition into Phoenicia, leaving his brother to govern in 
his absence. This man seized the opportunity to 
transfer the crown to his o^vn son Nectanabis, who 
had accompanied the king liis uncle into Phoenicia, 

1 I have combined the accounts of Diodonis, xv. 92., and Plutarch, Ages. 36. 

• Thcoporapus (and an Egyptian historisin, Lyceas of Naucratis) in Athensus, 
XIV. 6. One might infer from the story, that Tachos spoke Greelc, and even read 
Greek authors, for he is said to have quoted the Une/XlSu^cy 6poSf Zths 8* 4<po€uro, 
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and had been sent by him at the head of the Egyptian ™^^' 
troops to reduce some cities of Syria. With such ' — , — 1* 
advantages Nectanabis soon won over the army, and 
was acknowledged as king by the people : his next 
object was to gain the Greek mercenaries, and their 
leaders : and he sent his emissaries to sound Chabrias 
and Agesilaus. Chabrias would not desert his em- 
ployer: but Agesilaus, cloaking his prejudices under 
a show of patriotism, declared that he, being not a 
private adventurer, but sent out on a public mission, 
could only consult the interests of Sparta, and would 
not decide between the rivals, until he had received 
instructions from home. The answer which the 
government made to his inquiry left him at full 
liberty to use his own discretion : and he then openly 
joined Nectanabis with all his mercenaries. Thus 
abandoned, Tachos fled to Artaxerxes, who, hoping 
to make good use of him for the recovery of Egypt, 
gave him a gracious reception. 

In the meanwhile however a new pretender arose 
in Egypt to dispute the cro^vn with Nectanabis. He 
appears to have been the more popular candidate : for 
his forces far outnumbered those of his rival ; and he 
was not without hopes of gaining Agesilaus over to 
his side. Nectanabis himself entertained suspicions 
of his ally, which indeed his late conduct too well 
justified, and Plutarch intimates that it was chiefly 
dread of the shame which Avould have attended a 
second desertion, that prevented him from going over 
to the side which fortune now seemed to favour. He 
had not been able at first to prevail on Nectanabis to 
attack the enemy's undisciplined troops: he was dis- 
mayed by their superiority in numbers, and suffered 
himself to be shut up and besieged in his capital. A 
trench was begun round it, which, when completed, 
would have cut off all hope of relief. Nectanabis was 
now eager for a battle, as his last chance of stopping 
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xuvui *^^ circumvallation, which would soon have forced 
' — , — ^ him to surrender, as the place was not stocked with 



Death of 
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provisions for a siege. But Agesilaus, notwith- 
standing the expostulations and reproaches of the 
Egyptians and the impatience of his Greek troops, 
refused to lead them out, until the two ends of the 
trench were only separated from each other by an 
interval just sufficient to allow room to form them in 
battle array. He then, by skilful manoeuvres, drew 
the enemy into an engagement on this ground, where 
the greatest part of their forces were useless, while 
the rest, crowded together, were exposed to the attack 
of his little army, which was covered on either flank 
by the trench. The result was a complete victory, 
which secured the throne to Nectanabis. Agesilaus 
then set out homeward with 230 talents, which he 
B. c. 360. received as the reward of his services. But he was 
taken ill in his passage, and died at a desert place on 
the coast of Africa, called the Harbour of Menelaus. 
His body — preserved in wax, as honey was not to be 
procured, — was carried to Sparta to receive its royal 
obsequies. We have already had occasion to notice, 
that Artabazus maintained himself for a considerable 
time, though with various success, against the court, 
chiefly by the help of Greek soldiers and generals, as 
Chares and Pammenes, and that Ochus was obliged 
to threaten Athens, and to conciliate Thebes by a 
subsidy, to deprive the rebel of these resources.^ 
With a view no doubt to strengthen his interest 
among the Greeks, Artabazus had married a Rhodian 
lady, whose brothers. Mentor and Memnon, for a time 
aided him actively in his enterprises. At length, 
however, his fortune deserted him, and he found him- 
self obliged to fly from Asia, and took refuge with 
Memnon at Philip's court. Mentor entered into the 

' Vol.V. p. 311.430. 
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service of Nectanabis as the commander of his Greek 
troops, and soon found an opportunity of benefiting 
his kinsman in a way that he could least have ex- 
pected. Ochus in the beginning of his reign renewed 
the attempts which had been so often made for the 
recovery of Egypt, but with even worse success : the 
generals he employed were so signally defeated, that 
he himself incurred the ridicule of the Egyptians, and 
other provinces were encouraged to follow their ex- 
ample. The insolence and exactions of the Persian ^^J^^^^^ 
satraps and generals, who had their head-quarters at 
Sidon during the preparations for the war with Egypt, 
roused the city to an insurrection which soon spread 
throughout Phoenicia. The Sidonians not only seized 
and put to death many of the Persians who had pro- 
voked their resentment, and burnt a magazine of 
fodder which had been collected for the next campaign 
in Egypt; but, personally to insult the King, cut 
down the trees of a park in the outskirts where his 
predecessors had sometimes lodged. They entered 
into alliance with Nectanabis, and began to build 
galleys and to lay in ammunition and provisions, and 
to assemble mercenary troops. Ochus was so much 
incensed at their conduct, that he resolved to un- 
dertake an expedition against them in person, and at 
the same time to revenge the affronts he had suffered 
from the Egyptians. 

In the meanwhile the example of Phoenicia ani- 
mated Cyprus to revolt. The island was at this time 
divided among nine petty princes, who had all acknow- 
ledged the sovereignty of the Persian king, and now 
leagued themselves together to assert their inde- 
pendence. Ochus sent orders to Idrieus, prince of 
Caria, to collect an armament, and suppress the 
Cyprian insurrection ; and Idrieus, having assembled 
forty galleys and 8000 mercenaries, placed them 
under the command of Evagoras, a son, it appears, of 
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CHAP, the prince whose actions we have already related, and 
xLviiL q£ Phocion, who may perhaps have been induced by 
friendship for Evagoras to engage in this expedition, 
which otherwise must, we should suppose, have been 
somewhat repugnant to his feelings and principles. 
They landed in Cyprus, and found so rich a booty, 
that adventurers from various quarters, desirous of a 
share, flocked to their camp, and soon doubled the 
force of their army. The Cyprian princes were 
unable to make head against them ; and after having 
reduced the rest of the island to submission, they sat 
down before Salamis, which — we know not through 
what vicissitudes — had now passed into the hands of 
Pnytagoras, a relative, it seems, of the royal house. ^ 
Yet Evagoras was not destined to recover his patri- 
mony. He himself fell under the suspicions of Ochus, 
was first obliged to accept a government in Asia, by 
way of compensation, and being charged with some 
misconduct in it, fled to Cyprus, where he was ar- 
rested and put to death. Pnytagoras was pardoned, 
and allowed to retain Salamis. 

While Ochus was assembling his forces in Babylon, 
the insurgents in Phoenicia carried on a successful 
warfare with the satraps of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, Belesys of Syria, and Mazaeus of Cilicia. Sidon, 
like the other Phoenician cities, was governed by a 
magistrate, who — probably with very limited autho- 
rity — bore the title of king. Sidon, Tyre, and Aradus, 
formed a league, which seems to have ruled the rest 
of Phoenicia ; and their princes held regular meetings 
in Tripolis, a joint colony, as the name (Triburg) 
imports, of the three leading cities. ^ Tennes, who 
was now king of Sidon, had received succours from 
EgyP*> consisting of 4000 Greek soldiers, under the 



> Perixonius ad ^lian. V. H. vii. 27. 

» Diodorus, XVI. 45. Strabo, xvi. p. 363. Tauchn. 
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command of Mentor the Rhodian. But though, with 
the aid of these auxiliaries, his affairs went on pro- 
sperously, and the enemy was not able to gain a 
footing in Phoenicia, Tennes, alarmed at the approach 
of a great army led by the king himself, and perhaps 
distrusting his confederates, determined to secure for 
himself the advantages of the first act of treachery. 
He dispatched a trusty messenger named Thessalio, 
to Ochus, with the offer of surrendering Sidon, and 
aiding him in the recovery of Egypt, where, from his 
knowledge of the country, his services would be pecu- 
liarly valuable. Ochus joyfully accepted these pro- 
posals, which promised the fullest gratification of his 
revenge against Sidon: though he was at first so 
indignant at the demand of the solemn pledge — the 
king's right hand — which Thessalio was instructed 
to ask for, that he was on the point of putting him to 
death. Prudence however got the better of his pride, 
and he gave the royal surety, which had always been 
held inviolably sacred: as the engagement of a king 
whose people deemed truth the first of virtues. 
Tennes, before he took this step, had made himself 
sure of Mentor's concurrence, on which he reckoned 
for the execution of his design. Wlien Ochus ap- siege of 
peared before Sidon, which in the meanwhile had 
been fortified with a triple trench, and with higher 
and stronger walls, and abundantly provided with all 
necessaries for sustaining a long siege, Tennes went 
out on pretence of attending the congress at Tripolis, 
with an escort of 500 men, probably mercenaries de- 
voted to his interest, and accompanied by 100 of the 
principal citizens as his counsellors, leaving Mentor 
to guard the city.^ But when he approached the 
Persian camp, he caused his counsellors to be arrested, 

* DIodorus (xvi. 45.) says fiipos Trjs ir6\ws. This may have been either some 
quarter, or the citadel. 
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(iiAP. and delivered them up to Ochus, who immediately 
'■ ordered them to be put to death. 

Tidings of this event were it seems soon carried to 
the city ; and though the Sidonians had been so reso- 
lutely bent on resistance, as to burn their ships to 
prevent any citizen from seeking safety in flight, they 
were so dismayed by the treachery of Tennes, that 
they descended to implore the enemy's mercy, and 
sent out 500 of their remaining chief men, with the 
ensigns of suppliants, to the Persian camp. When 
they drew near, Ochus asked Tennes whether he en- 
gaged to put him in possession of the city; and 
having received that assurance commanded the am- 
bassadors to be cut in pieces. He then marched up 
to the quarter where the Greeks were on guard, and 
Tennes required them to open the gates. The citi- 
zens could not prevent them from obeying this order, 
which was enforced by their own chief: they could 
only disappoint the tyrant's revenge by a voluntary 
death. By an unanimous resolution they set fire to 
their houses, and perished ^vith their wives and chil- 
dren in the flames. Instead of a wealthy and popu- 
lous city, Ochus found little more than the ashes of 
a vast funeral pyre, containing the remains of more 
than 40,000 dead. The treasure consumed in the 
conflagration was so great, that he sold the ruins for 
a large sum. It is some satisfaction to know that, 
notAvithstanding the royal handj probably in the first 
transports of his baffled rage, he put Tennes to death. 
Mentor was too important an auxiliary to be so 
treated: his troops were incorporated among the 
other mercenaries of the Persian army. 

For Ochus had sent envoys to all the principal 
Greek cities, to levy soldiers for the expedition to 
Egypt. Athens and Sparta had declined to spend 
the blood of their citizens in such a cause. But 
Thebes had sent 1000 heavy-armed under Lacrates, 
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and Argos furnished 3000 under a leader named chap. 
Nicostratus, of extraordinary bodily strength and - ^ '. 
prowess, which however, if he indeed wore a lion's 
skin, and armed himself with a club, in mimicry of 
Hercules, must have been far greater than his dis- 
cretion. 6000 more were contributed by the Greek 
cities on the coast of Asia : and all joined the Persian 
army soon after the capture of Sidon. Ochus then b.c.346. 
began his march toward Egypt. In the approach to ^^^ *"' 
Pelusium he lost a great number of men in the marshes Eg>T>t. 
formed by the overflowing of the Nile^, according to 
Diodorus through ignorance of the country ; though 
it seems difficult to conceive how in a road which the 
Persian armies had so often traversed of late he can 
have been in want of guides : perhaps the difficulties 
and dangers of the ground itself were subject to 
variation. On his arrival, he divided his Greek 
forces into three columns, each placed imder the 
command of two generals, a Greek and a Persian. 
The first of these divisions which was destined to act 
against Pelusium, consisted of the Boeotians under 
Lacrates, and a great body of barbarian infantry and 
cavalry, under Rhosaces, a Persian of the highest 
rank, a descendant of one of the Seven who conspired 
against the Magians. We are not distinctly informed 
as to the relation in which these two officers stood to 
each other: but the expressions used by Diodorus^ 
seem to imply that the military operations were to be 
conducted by Lacrates, subject to the control of his 
colleague. The second division contained the Argives, 
and was commanded by Nicostratus, and a Persian 
named Aristazanes, who held the office of Eisangeleus, 

* The fidpoBpa, Diodorus, xvi. 46. Karcurrhiras M r^v fi9yA\riP Kifintv^ ko^ %v 
4<m rd KoKovfitya fidpaSpa. But Strabo (xvi. p. 371. Taurhn.) places them 
nearer to Pelusium. After the Serbonic lake and Mount Casius comes i^ M 
Tliiko^ffioy dihs^ where are rh irphs Uri\ov(Ti(p fidpaOpa, & woiu 6 irap^Kxt^/ifPos 
NcIXof , ^(Tct KotXctfV Kol ikotioiy Svruy r£y r^»y, 

• XVI. 47. arparifybv ft^y tx"*''^** Atuepdrjiw, iiytfAdya 3i 'PopovUnp. 

V 4 



184 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

one of the highest dignities of the court. The third 
was coinmitted to Mentor and the King's chief fa- 
vourite, the eunuch Bagoas, under whom were placed 
the Asiatic Greeks. The King himself, with the re- 
mainder of his forces, stayed behind to await the issue 
of their operations, and to watch the turn of affairs. 
On the other hand Nectanabis had made active, and 
it seems judicious, preparations for the defence of his 
kingdom. He had taken 20,000 Greeks and as many- 
Libyans into his pay, and had 60,000 Egyptian troops. 
The whole eastern side of the Delta was protected by 
a chain of fortresses, as well as by new canals, and a 
great number of boats had been collected to guard the 
passages of the river. 

The invaders made their attack in three directions. 
While the first division remained before Pelusium, 
Mentor and Bagoas marched southward, along the 
eastern side of the Delta toward Bubastus; Nico- 
stratus and Aristazanes, taking Egyptian guides whose 
families were left behind as hostages, embarked their 
troops and endeavoured to find an entrance through 
one of the more western branches of the river. The 
success of this last expedition decided the event of 
the war. They landed their forces unperceived, and 
encamped within the Delta ; were attacked by a 
body of Greek mercenaries under Clinius a Coan, but 
defeated them with great slaughter, and killed their 
general. This disaster dismayed Nectanabis, who 
imagined that there was no longer any obstacle to 
prevent the whole Persian army from penetrating 
into the heart of his kingdom, and instead of ad- 
vancing with the main body of his army to repel 
Nicostratus, fell back upon Memphis. Diodorus 
thinks that he would not have committed this error, 
if he had taken some Greek general for his coun- 
sellor, but that the success with which he had re- 
sisted the preceding invasion, when he was aided by 
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two experienced Greek officers, Diophantus the Athe- 
nian, and Lamius the Spartan — names else unknown 
— had elated him with a false confidence in his own 
abilities. The eflfect of this step was to dishearten 
his best troops. Hitherto Pelusium had been vigor- 
ously defended. The Boeotians, who had thought to 
take it by assault on their first arrival, found them- 
selves repulsed by a sally of the garrison, and obliged 
to resort to a surer but tardier mode of proceeding. 
Lacrates diverted the stream which protected it into 
another channel, raised a mound across its bed, and 
then battered the walls with his engines. But the 
Greeks to whom the defence of the place was en- 
trusted, raised new walls and wooden towers behind 
the breaches, and continued to fight manfully, until 
they heard of the retreat of Nectanabis. They then 
thought themselves abandoned, and made overtures 
to Lacrates, who engaged that they should be allowed 
to return to Greece with all their property. But 
Bagoas, whom the king sent to take possession of the 
place, allowed his barbarian troops to plunder them 
as they marched out ; and Lacrates was so indignant 
at this breach of the capitulation, that he ordered his 
troops to fall upon their allies, and protect their 
countrymen. Bagoas himself was obliged to fly, and 
complained of the conduct of Lacrates to the King; 
but even the influence of the favourite could not lead 
Ochus to overlook the necessity of keeping on good 
terms with his Greek generals : he reproved Bagoas, 
and punished the other oflfenders with death. 

Bubastus, on its huge brick terraces^, might like- causes of 
wise have sustained a long siege, if its gates had not 
been opened by fear and treachery. Mentor spread 
a report through his camp, that it was the King's 
purpose to pardon all who should surrender their 

> Rlttcr, j4frika, p. 825. 
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CHAP, towns to him, but that those who held out should 
.^^^"^\ suflfer the fate of Sidon; and he connived at the 
escape of his Egyptian prisoners, that they might 
carry this intelligence to their homes. The conse- 
quence was, that, as in all the towns the garrisons 
were part natives part Greeks, each race became 
eager to get the start of the other, and secure the 
royal favour for itself. Hence at Bubastus the 
Egyptians clandestinely sent an envoy with an oflfer 
of surrender to Bagoas : but the Greeks having seized 
him, and detected his commission, fell upon the 
Egyptian garrison, and forced it, after some loss of 
killed and wounded, to take refuge in one quarter of 
the town. Each party then hastened to surrender. 
The Egyptians called in Bagoas, the Greeks treated 
with Mentor. There was however a similar rivalry 
between the two generals on the Persian side : each 
desired the honour of the conquest for himself. 
Mentor secretly encouraged the Greeks to attack 
Bagoas as soon as he should have entered the city. 
Accordingly, when he had marched in with a part of 
his troops, expecting no resistance, the Greeks sud- 
denly shut the gates, cut his men to pieces, and took 
him prisoner. Mentor had the merit of procuring 
his release, and the glory of receiving the surrender 
of the city ; and by this device won the friendship of 
Bagoas, and the favour of Ochus, and thus rose to 
posts which had never before been conferred on a Greek. 
The other fortified towns followed the example of 
Bubastus ; and Nectanabis, despairing of Memphis in 
the midst of so general an abandonment of his cause, 
gave it up himself, and fled into Ethiopia, or — ac- 
cording to an eastern legend which would have made 
Alexander an Egyptian — to the court of Philip.* 

' Syncellus, p. 487. ed. Bonn., he adds: ^yUa Kod *0\vfjLindSi fuxB^U Si^ 
yorrrtias vlhv f<rxfy 'AAf layJpoK. The well known story in Herbelot (BiNiothique 
Orientale, Darab) was invented by Fenian vanity in the same spirit Darab 
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Ochus, having thus become master of Egypt almost chap. 
without a blow, indulged his revenge in the wildest ,^^y^^^. 
excesses of tyrannical cruelty and insolence. He de- 
lighted especially in wounding the religious feelings 
of the conquered people, while he gratified his 
rapacity by the plunder and profanation of their 
sepulchres and temples. Even the archives of the 
temples became a treasure to Bagoas, to whom the 
Egyptian priests afterwards paid large sums for the 
sacred records which had been carried away into 
Persia.^ 

(Darius) has conqaered Filikous (Philip) and demands his daughter in marriage. 
Darab ayant reyu la fille de Philippe pour sa femme, et s* appercevant dds la 
premiere nuit de ses noces que cette Princesse avoit Thaleine mauvaise, resolut de 
la renvoyer a son pere, quoiqu' elle fut d^a enceinte. Philippe la fit soigneusement 
garder jusqu' k ce quelle se fiit delivr^e de son fruit. Elle accoucha d'un fils, qui 
fut nomme Alexandre, lequel Philippe declara lui appartenir. So an old Saxon 
legend traced the Conqueror's origin to Alfred (Thierry, Hist, de la Conquite^ 1. 
VIII. t 3. p. 77. Br.). The anecdote preserved by Athenaeus (iv. c. 33.) from the 
-Sgyptiaca of Lynceus, that Ochus took the Egyptian king prisoner, only proven 
that this is a vniter of little authority. 

* The recovery of Egypt is assigned by Diodorus to the year 01. cvii. 3. (a. c. 
350.) Mr. Clinton (F. II. ii. Appendix, c. 18. Kings of PtrsitL, p. 316.) mentions 
this date without any ol](}eclion, and apparently only to confirm its accuracy. I 
do not know whether it has been observed that it is utterly irreconcilable with the 
received date of the ♦(\iinrof of Isocrates (b. r. 346. ) which I have adopted with 
Mr. Clinton on the ground of hitemal evidence which he states in his Tables 
under that year. But in this work, which on these suppositions was written four 
years after the recovery of Egypt, Isocrates speaks of it as still independent, and 
as having defeated the last armament with which it had been attacked by the king 
of Persia, so as to be more than ever inclined to despise him (§ 1 1 7, 1 18.). Wesse- 
ling, in his note on Diodorus (xvi. 48.), thinks that this was the expedition there 
mentioned by his author, in which Nectanabis was aided by Diophantus and 
Lamius. If so, either Diodorus was mistaken in his statement, that the first 
occasion on which Ochus invaded Egypt in person, was that of the conquest : or 
else Isocrates has, with more than usual neglect of historical accuracy, misrepre- 
sented the fact which he mentions : since he most plainly expresses that the King 
commanded in person, and had been most disgracefully repulsed. Egypt, he says, 
had been in a state of revolt, Kar' ixftipov rhv •xp6fov — that is of the peace of 
Antalcidas. oh yA\9 4\A* iipoSovino fiii irorc fia(ri\tifs a&rhs irotriadfitpos arpdrtuu^ 
KporHjatit . . . yvy 8' oZros i.xiiK\a^ty ainohs rod Sc'ovs rovrov. ovfiwapcurKtvii' 
adfifyos y^ iwofity 5<njy a[6s r* ^y ir\«((m|y, icol (rrpaTttftras iw* ainovSt iw^KOtv 
iKudtv ov fi6vov rim)Bt\Sf &AAa kcH KaraytXourOiU koX Z6^as ofht fiatri\€v9iy o(^« 
(rrpaerny^tv &(iof itv^i. But whatever liberties Isocrates might take with history as to 
circumstances, it is impossible he could have written these words, if four years before 
Egypt had been conquered by Ochus, and was then groaning under a roost oppres- 
sive yoke. It would seem therefore that the recovery of Egypt must have taken 
place later than 346, though, as Mr. Clinton observes from the passage he quotes in 
Philip's letter, before 340 b. c. But if we may depend on the dates given by Apollo- 
dorus (in Diog. Laert Aristot) for the Life of Aristotle, according to which the 
phUosopher was driven fh>m Atameus through the fall of Hermias (01. cvui. 4. b. c. 
345) Egypt must have been then conquered. So that we might tuppoee Itocneef 
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CHAP. Mentor was rewarded with a satrapy which in- 
. ^^^"^\ eluded all the western coast of Asia Minor. He also 
Mentor. obtained the pardon of his brother, and of Artabazus, 
whose eleven sons he advanced to high military rank. 
This promotion however was no doubt owing to the 
fear rather than to the gratitude of Ochus, who had 
now begun to entertain serious apprehensions of 
Philip's designs, and felt the need of an able officer 
in this station, the rather as there were still some 
insurgents remaining, who did not acknowledge his 
authority. Mentor was the better qualified for such 
a post, as he was not restrained by any scruples 
from promoting his master's interests. One example 
of his mode of proceeding deserves notice from its 
connection with the fortunes of Aristotle. A Bithy- 
nian adventurer, named Eubulus, had founded a little 
principality on the coast of Mysia, including the 
strong towns of Atarneus and Assus, and at his 
HermiM. death transmitted it to his favourite servant Hermias. 
Hermias had received a liberal education at Athens, 
and as a disciple of Plato had become acquainted 
with Aristotle. When he had succeeded to the 
government of his little state, he invited both Aristotle 
and Xenocrates to his court, where they staid until 
his misfortunes compelled them to make a precipitate 
flight. The independence of Hermias appeared to 
insult the majesty of the empire, and Mentor deter- 
mined to put an end to it. But he did not think 
himself strong enough to eflfect his purpose with the 
forces he had at his disposal, or preferred artifice as 
the easier course. He afifected to seek the friendship 
of Hermias, who was generous and guileless, and 
probably placed more confidence in the Greek, than 
he would have done in a Persian satrap. He sufi*ered 

to have written just before the expedition of 0:hus. In Vol. V. p. 396. I followed 
tbe common chronology. If the argument stated in this note Is valid, the words, 
which he conducted in person, should be omitted in that passage. 
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himself to be drawn into an interview with Mentor, chap. 
and was immediately arrested. Mentor used his ring x , ; 
to accredit letters forged in his name, which induced 
the garrisons of his fortresses to open their gates to 
the Persian troops, and then sent him in chains to 
Ochus, who put him to a cruel death.^ The two 
philosophers had just time to make their escape with 
Pythias, the sister of Hermias, whom Aristotle ge- 
nerously married in her poverty and exile ; and he 
celebrated the virtue of his deceased friend in an ode 
which is still extant. 

Bagoas ruled in the upper provinces with a still 
more extensive authority than Mentor in the west, 
with whom he preserved a close alliance which con- 
tributed to the power of each. Between them it 
seems that Ochus retained little more than the name 
of king, though with ample means of indulging his 
ferocious temper. He became so odious that Bagoas 
thought it expedient to remove him, apparently not 
from any personal offence, but that he might not be 
anticipated by other hands. He took him off by poison, 
and raised his youngest son Arses to the throne, 
but put to death all his brothers, that the new king 
might be the more dependent on himself. Arses 
however showed signs of uneasiness under this pa- 
tronage, which alarmed Bagoas, who caused him to 
be murdered with all his children in the third year of 
his reign. The person whom he next chose to fill b.c.3S6. 
the vacant throne was a member of the royal family, Accession 
named Codomannus, a grandson of Ostanes, the codo- "* 
brother of Artaxerxes II., and had acquired some "^""^ 
reputation for personal courage, chiefly through an 
exploit which he had performed in one of the expe- 
ditions against the Cadusians, when he accepted a 

* KptfxaaOfU aiTf&Ktro. Strabo, xiii. p. 610. The expression denotes crucifixion, 
not strangling, as Stahr ( Aristotelia, p. 76.) renders it. Strabo mentions Memnon 
as the author of the stratagem. Diodorus (xvi. 52.) Mentor. The difference Is of 
no moment, as the two brothers were now reunited. 
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challenge from one of their stoutest warriors, and 
slew him in single combat. This however can scarcely 
have been the quality which recommended him to 
Bagoas : but it is said that they had previously been 
friends, and perhaps there was no other prince of the 
blood on whose gratitude he could so safely rely. 
Codomannus, on his accession, which took place about 
the time of Philip's death, assumed the name of 
Darius. He soon discovered that Bagoas, who may 
have intended at length to mount the throne himself, 
designed that he should share the fate of his last two 
predecessors. A cup of poison had been prepared 
for him. But having detected the plot, he called 
Bagoas into his presence, and compelled him to drink 
the deadly draught. This was the king — a popular 
and honoured prince, who had freed the throne from 
a degrading subjection, and was thought well qualified 
to defend it, — who governed the Persian empire, 
when Alexander was on the point of invading it. 
HeflecUoiu. There are two reflections which are naturally sug- 
gested by this sketch of Persian history. One is that 
there was no longer any internal principle of unity 
in the monarchy sufficient to keep it together. For 
many years it had been saved from the dissolution 
with which it had been constantly threatened, not by 
the strength of the government, but by the want of 
good faith and mutual confidence among its most 
powerful subjects : and the single advantage it pos- 
sessed, in its power of rewarding those who came 
over to its side, might easily be turned against itself, 
whenever it should be attacked by an enemy who 
offered a rallying point for all malcontents, was 
strong enough to protect those who joined him, and 
had means of requiting their services. The empire 
comprehended a number of provinces which, though 
it claimed dominion over them, were inhabited by 
perfectly independent tribes, which disdained even 
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the show of suhmission : and others governed by chap. 
satraps, who transmitted their authority by here- - 

ditary succession, and held themselves as well en- 
titled to it as the Great King to his throne. Those 
who received their governments from the court were 
always ambitious to convert them into similar sove- 
reignties, and were encouraged by the example of 
numberless successful insurrections : while obedience 
and loyalty were never secure from the fate of rebels 
and traitors. 

Another observation which is not less forcibly 
imprest on us by this retrospect is, that in all his 
military enterprises the Persian king depended much 
more on his Greek mercenaries and their leaders than 
on his native troops and generals. Still as Greece 
abounded in adventurers who were always ready to 
enter into his pay, it might have been supposed that 
the military force of the empire would have been at 
least equal to any that could have been opposed to it. 
But we have also seen that none of the Persian kings 
had yet conceived the thought of maintaining a stand- 
ing army of Greeks. They contented themselves with 
occasional levies, drawn from many quarters, and 
varying in numbers according to the temporary 
exigency. It was owing to a like cause that in Greece 
itself no attempt had hitherto been made to adopt 
the arms and tactics which constituted the strength 
of the Macedonian army. It is true that even a Greek 
force similarly organised, in Persian pay, would have 
been much less serviceable, as well as trustworthy, 
from the utter want of national spirit, and the un- 
avoidable tendency of such a soldiery to consult their 
own safety in preference to their employer's interests. 
But hence resulted a twofold advantage to the king 
of Macedonia. He commanded an army, the main 
body of which was drawn from his own people — a 
hardy and warlike race: and one which had been 
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CHAP, receiving: continual improvement in its structure and 
^ , '/ mode of armour, was in a state of the highest dis- 
cipline, and physically superior to every Greek army 
of equal numbers that could have been brought 
against it. It will be convenient here to notice the 
leading features in the composition of the Macedonian 
army, such as it was when Alexander set out on his 
expedition to Asia. 
The Ma- The main body, the phalanx — or quadruple pha- 

Tn^y, lanx\ as it was sometimes called, to mark that it 
was formed of four divisions, each bearing the same 
name — presented a mass of 18,000 men, which was 
distributed at least by Alexander into six brigades of 
3000 each, formidable in its aspect, and on ground 
suited to its operations, irresistible in its attacks. 
The phalangite soldier wore the usual defensive 
armour of the Greek heavy infantry, helmet, breast- 
plate, and greaves : and almost the whole front of his 
person was covered with the long shield called the 
aspis. His weapons were a sword, long enough to 
enable a man in the second rank to reach an enemy 
who had come to close quarters with the comrade who 
stood before him^, and the celebrated spear, known 
by the Macedonian name sarissa^ four and twenty 
feet long. The sarissa, when couched, projected 
eighteen feet in front of the soldier : and the space 
between the ranks was such that those of the second 
rank were fifteen, those of the third twelve, those of 
the fourth nine, those of the fifth six, and those of 
the sixth three feet in advance of the first line. So 
that the man at the head of the file was guarded on 
each side by the points of six spears.^ The ordinary 
depth of the phalanx was of sixteen ranks. The 
men who stood too far behind to use their sarissa s, 
and who therefore kept them raised until they ad- 

' Arrian, Tactica, Id. * Ibid. 18. * Ibid. 19. 
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vancecl to fill a vacant place, still added to the pressure chap. 
of the mass. As the efficacy of the phalanx depended ,^^^"^'. 
on its compactness, and this again on the uniformity 
of its movements, the greatest care was taken to select 
the best soldiers for the foremost and hindmost ranks ^ 
— the frames, as it were, of the engine. The bulk 
and core of the phalanx consisted of Macedonians; 
but it was composed in part of foreign troops. These 
were no doubt Greeks. But the northern barbarians, 
Illyrians, Paeonians, Agriarians, and Thracians, who 
were skilled in the use of missiles, furnished bowmen, 
dartsmen, and slingers: probably, according to the 
proportion which the masters of tactics deemed the 
most eligible, about half the number of the phalanx. 
To these was added another class of infantry, peculiar 
in some respects to the Macedonian army, though the 
invention belonged to Iphicrates. They were called 
Hypaspists, because, like the phalangites, they carried 
the long shield : but their spears were shorter, their 
swords longer, their armour lighter. They were thus 
prepared for more rapid movements, and did not so 
much depend on the nature of the ground. They 
formed a corps of about 6000 men. The cavalry 
was similarly distinguished into three classes by its 
arms, accoutrements, and mode of warfare. Its main 
strength consisted in 1500 Macedonian and as many 
Thessalian heavy horse. Both the rider and his 
horse were cased in armour, and his weapons seem to 
have corresponded to those of the heavy infantry. 
The light cavalry, chiefly used for skirmishing and 
pursuit, and in part armed with the sarissa, was 
drawn from the Thracians and Paeonians, and was 
about a third of the number of the heavy horse. 
A smaller body of Greek cavalry probably stood in 

> Aoxayoi and ovparyoi Arriao, Tact. 18. 20. 
VOL. VI. O 
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CHAP, nearly the same relation to the other two divisions, 
'■ as the Hypaspists to the heavy and light infantry.^ 



To the Hypaspists belonged the royal foot body- 
guard, the Agema, or royal escort, and the Argyras- 
pides, so called from the silver ornaments with which 
their long shields were enriched. But the precise 
relation in which these bodies stood to each other, 
does not appear very distinctly from the descriptions 
of the ancients. The royal horse-guard was composed 
of <iight Macedonian squadrons*^, filled with the sons 
of the best families. The numbers of each are not 
ascertained, but they seem in all not much to have 
exceeded or fallen short of a thousand.^ 
Alexander's The whole forcc with which Alexander crossed over 
atkSft!" into Asia amounted to little more than 30,000 foot 
and 5000 horse. Of the infantry only 12,000 were 
Macedonians : 7000 are described as allied troops, 
5000 as mercenaries, collected perhaps by the sub- 
sidies of those states which did not furnish contin- 
gents of men. Experience however had proved that 
such an army might safely defy any force which a 
king of Persia had ever yet brought into the field: 
and in this respect Alexander might feel a reasonable 
confidence of success. Nor did the low state of his 
treasury at all aflfect his prospects : it was a deficiency 
which might be abundantly supplied by the first for- 
tunate campaign. There were however some grounds 
for apprehension, which might have induced a more 
cautious prince to hesitate. Ilis marine was so infe- 
rior to that of Persia, that he had cause to fear lest 
his communication with his own kingdom might be 

* Here we should have mentioned the it/xAxcu, who according to Pollux, x. 6. 
§ 132., and Curtius, v. 13. 8. (where see Schmieder's note), were a species of 
dragoons ; a permanent body invented by Alexander, who fought either on foot or 
on horseback, as occasion required ; if Arrian's silence on occasions where the 
name must have occurred if the thing had existed (i. 6. 8, 9. in. 21. 12.), did not 
Pender it almost certain, as Droysen observes (p. 100.) that this was no more than 
a temporary expedient 

• 'lAoi. • Saint Croix, Erameti, p. 433. folL 
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cut off, and lest his hostile neighbours miofht be ex- chap. 

XLiVlIT 

cited and enabled by Persian succours to invade it '- 

in his absence. But he justly thought, that if such 
dangers were allowed to suspend the execution of his 
plans, they would never be realised : and he wisely 
determined to commit himself at once to the re- 
sources of his own genius and energy. He would 
not listen to the advice of his elder counsellors, who 
wished him, before he quitted his dominions, to marry, 
and leave an heir to his throne. He felt no misgivings 
to prompt him to such a delay. As the time of his 
departure drew near, the great objects of his ambition 
engrossed his mind, as with a real presence. Though 
he had only seventy talents left in his coffers, he 
distributed almost all the remaining property of his 
crown — lands, houses, and customs — among his 
friends : and when he was asked by Perdiccas, what 
he reserved for himself, answered, ity hopes. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

Alexander's expedition in asia, to the battle 

OF issus. 

Alexander crosses the IfeUesponi, — Jliitm. — Ptolemy and Aris- 
iobulus, — The Granicus. — Battle of the Granicus. — Ephesus. 
— Miletus. — Ifalicarnassus. — Siege of Halicarnassus, — March 
through Caria. — Lycia. — Mount Climax. — Pamphylia. — 
Pisidia. — Phrygia. — Gordium. — Cappadocia. — Tarsus. — 
Alexander and his Physician. — Approach of Darius. — March 
to Issus. — Movements of Darius. — Field of Battle. — Battle 
oflssns. — Capture of Damascus. 

CHAP. Early in the 8pring of 334, Alexander set out on his 
t_^«l; inarch to the Hellespont, leaving Antipater, with an 
B.c.dS4. army of 12,000 infantry and 1,500 horse, regent in 
Aiexuider Macedonia, and to keep a watchful eye on the affairs 
Heuespont. of Greece. Parmenio, who after Philip's death had 
returned from Asia, commanded the phalanx under 
the king: his son, Philotas, the Macedonian cavalry, 
and another son, Nicanor, the hypaspists. The Thes- 
salian horse were placed under the command of Galas, 
son of Harpalus; the Greek under Erigyius; the 
Thracian and Pa^onian light cavalry under Cassander, 
son of Antipater. In twenty days the army reached 
Sestus, where a fleet of 160 sail, including twenty 
Athenian galleys, and a great number of transports, 
had been provided for its embarkation. Parmenio 
was ordered to superintend the passage of the main 
body of the infantry and of the cavalry, to Abydos, 
while Alexander himself proceeded to EIobus, to sa- 
crifice in the sanctuary of Protesilaus, and to pray 
for a happier landing than had been vouchsafed to 
that hero on the shore of Asia. Here he also erected 
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an altar to commemorate his departure from Europe, chap. 
and then embarking, and steering his own galley, . ^^'^^' ■ 
made for the harbour on the opposite coast, which 
tradition had fixed upon as the landing-place of the 
AchaBans in the Trojan war. In the middle of the 
Hellespont he sacrificed a bull, and made libations 
from a golden goblet to Poseidon and the Nereids. 
As his galley approached the land, he hurled his spear 
into the ground, and leapt ashore the foremost in his 
armour, as if to take solemn possession of Asia. 
Another altar, dedicated to the propitious gods, 
marked the place of his landing. 

He then proceeded a few miles toward the south- iiium. 
cast to visit the village, which its inhabitants, perhaps 
with real, but certainly interested credulity, gave out 
to be the site of the ancient city of Priam, where 
there was a temple of Athene, and where the altar 
was shown at which Priam was said to have been 
slain by Neoptolcmus. Alexander would probably 
liave been little inclined for antiquarian researches, if 
any doubt had been suggested to him about the lo- 
cality which has been the subject of so much con- 
troversy. But he felt an interest in the scene, such 
as no one who ever visited it before or after him, 
could have experienced. To suppose that the marks 
of enthusiasm which he displayed were merely, or 
chiefly, the results of a politic calculation, designed 
to rouse the spirit of his followers, and to win the 
favour of the Greeks, by connecting his expedition 
with that which was celebrated in their earliest heroic 
song^, seems an opinion which places his character in 

' As Sclilosser intimates (1. iii. p. 99. ), though somewhat ambiguously, recogniS' 
ing indeed Alexander's poetical nature^ but saying, that he made a brilliant use of it. 
One ol^ection to this view is, that he was not accompanied by his army ; its enthu- 
siasm therefore could not be roused by the spectacle. Still less can I adopt Flatbe*li 
supposition (i. p. 283.), that his main ol^ect was to obtain an announcement of 
victory from the gods, and that the priests of the temple at Ilium ynacedoniitd. 
This is really not only laying undue weight on the story In Diodorus (xvii. 17.) 
about the fallen statue of Ariobananes, but misinterpreting it • For it was not the 
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CHAP, a false liffht, and brings him do^vn too near to the 
i , ' » level of an age, in which poetry is entirely excluded 
from the sphere of war and politics. He undoubtedly 
trod the plain of Troy with the feeling that it had 
been the scene of the exploits of his ancestors, which 
he was about to emulate. He sacrificed to Athene, 
dedicated his o\vn panoply in her temple, and in its 
place took down some of the arms which hung there, 
as the Uians pretended, from the time of the heroes, 
and ever afterwards had them borne before him by 
some of his guard into his battle-fields. He also 
endeavoured by propitiatory rites to avert the wrath 
which, as a descendant of Neoptolemus, he might 
dread from the shade of Priam. But he had not gone 
to indulge a frivolous curiosity: and when one of the 
villagers offered to show him the lyre of Paris, he 
refused to look at it. He would gladly have gazed 
on the relicj if it had been tliat to which Achilles sang 
the deeds of the brave. To this his great progenitor, 
he paid the most affectionate honours. Descending 
to Sigeum, he anointed and crowned the column 
which marked the barrow supposed to contain the 
remains of Achilles. His most intimate friend and 
inseparable companion, Hephaestion, adorned the mo- 
nument of Patroclus in like manner. On one account 
only, he was heard to say, he envied Achilles, that 
his achievements had been celebrated by Homer. 

The historian to whom we are indebted for the most 
ample and authentic information we possess concern- 
ing Alexander, Arrian of Nicomedia, takes this occa- 
sion to remark, that in this respect the Macedonian 
hero had indeed been singularly unfortunate; since 
even the Expedition of the younger Cyrus, and the 
Return of the Ten Thousand, had been rendered by 
Xenophon's pen more renowned than the incom- 

priests, but Alexander*8 own sootluayer, Aristander (see Wesseling*8 note), who 
made the prediction. 
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parably greater actions which he himself was about chap. 
to record. The remark itself strikes us as somewhat , J 



strange, when we reflect on the immense mass of 
historical writings, which in Arrian's time were still 
extant, relating to Alexander's reign, and that among 
the contemporary authors who treated this subject, 
two were eminently qualified, by their station and 
opportunities, to do it justice. Two of his generals, Ptoiemy 
Aristobulus and Ptolemy, who held one of the highest Siuiil'* 
posts in the army, and afterwards became king of 
I'^gypt, undertook the ofiice of relating his conquests ; 
and they both wrote after his death, when they were 
no longer subject to the strongest of the motives that 
might before have induced them to swerve from the 
truth. Nor was it without reason that Arrian him- 
self observed, that Ptolemy^s royal dignity was an 
additional guarantee of his veracity : not indeed per- 
liaps because of the keener sense of honour which it 
inspired, but as more completely establishing his in- 
dependence, and raising him above petty temptations 
to falsehood. It is possible that the literary attain- 
ments of these writers were very inferior to their 
means of knowledge: but if Alexander's achieve- 
ments are now less known than they deserve, it is 
not certainly because he wanted a bard like Homer, 
but because they were related by many of his histo- 
rians in a strain of rhetorical exaggeration. Hence, 
according to Arrian, no story had been oftener told, 
or with more contradictory statements. Even Aris- 
tobulus and Ptolemy frequently differed from each 
other. We however must account it a misfortune 
that their works have not come down to us ; though 
the loss may have been owing to the superior merit of 
Arrian's narrative, which was probably found a more 
pleasing composition \ and is possibly more valuable 

' Yet It must be owned that his simplicity is sometimes rather too meagre, and 
that, without the details which Curtius, through his superior liveliness of imagina- 

o 4 



200 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 



CHAP. 
XLIX. 



The Gr»- 
Dicus. 



than either of them would have been by itself. For 
; Arriari, a soldier, statesman, and philosopher, who 
governed the province of Cappadocia in the reign of 
Hadrian, while he emulated Xenophon's style, also 
exercised a critical judgment on the discrepancies 
of his predecessors. Still a modem reader may be 
excused for regretting that he has not the means of 
deciding for himself. 

From the plain of Troy Alexander turned north- 
ward to rejoin the main body of his army, which he 
found at Arisbe, not far from Abydos. He then bent 
his march along the coast of the Propontis, receiving 
in his way the submission of Priapus\ which opened 
its gates to a detachment of his forces. Amyntas, son 
of ArrabaBUS, was sent forward with some squadrons 
of light horse to scour the country, and collect intel- 
ligence of the enemy's movements. The two satraps 
whose provinces lay on the western coast, Spithridatcs 
of Lydia and Ionia, and Arsites of Phrygia on the 
Hellespont, wth several other Persian generals, and 
Memnon the Rhodian, who had succeeded to Mentor's 
authority after his death, which happened about the 
time of Alexander's accession, had assembled 20,000 
Greek mercenanes, and about an equal number of 
native cavalry, and were encamped near the town of 
Zelea on the right bank of the Granicus, a small stream 
which flows from mount Ida into the Propontis to the 
west of Cyzicus. Here, when the news arrived that 
Alexander had crossed the Hellespont, they held a 
council of war. Memnon advised that they should 
avoid a battle : for which, with such inferiority in tlie 
numbers of their infantry, they were not prepared : 
and retreating should lay waste the country, and even 
destroy the towns in their line of march. The want 

tion, was happily led to preserve, Arrian's narrative would often afford but a faint 
and colourless outline. 

' There can be no doubt that Upianov — not Upidarou — should be substituted 
for npiofioy in Arrian*s text 
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of provisions would prevent Alexander from pursuing chap. 
them, and from remaining where he was. It seems . ^^^^' > 
doubtful whether this plan, if it had been adopted, 
would have had any effect beyond that of delaying an 
engagement. It could scarcely have been executed 
on such a scale as to hinder Alexander from pene- 
trating by another route into the interior. But the 
Persians, who were jealous of Memnon's influence, 
and suspected that he wished to protract the war on 
which it so much depended, treated his proposal as 
degrading to their master's dignity. Arsites declared 
that he would not allow a single house in his province 
to be burnt: and his sentiments were unanimously 
applauded by his countrymen. It was determined 
therefore to await the enemy's approach on the Gra- 
nicus, where, with a greatly superior cavalry, they 
would have the advantage of a strong position. 

Alexander had advanced near to the river, when battle of 
his scouts brought word that the Persian army was niciw. 
drawn up on the other side; and he immediately 
began to form his own in order of battle. Parmenio 
advised him to encamp on the left bank. The enemy 
would not venture to remain where they were, from 
fear of surprise in the night ; and thus he would be 
able to effect his passage, without danger or molesta- 
tion, the next morning. If he should attempt it then, 
a repulse might ensue from the diflSculties of the 
ground, ominous for his enterprise and disheartening 
to his troops. Alexander admitted the force of 
these arguments, considered from Parmenio's point of 
view. But for him what seemed to the old general 
an objection, was the strongest motive for an imme- 
diate attack. To be stopped by an appearance of 
difficulty and danger at the outset of his enterprise 
was the worst of all omens : and it was to no purpose 
that he had crossed the mighty Hellespont, if he was 
now to be detained by a paltry brook. 
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CHAP. Yet the obstacles were not trifling. The stream 
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was in many places evidently too deep to be forded ; 
and the opposite bank was high and steep. The 
Persians had posted their cavalry — the arm on which 
they chiefly relied — on its edge, the Greek mercenaries 
at some distance in the rear. Alexander had drawn 
up his phalanx in six divisions in the centre^ flanked 
on the right by the Macedonian and Paeonian cavalry, 
and by the greater part of the light infantry, on the 
left by the Thessalian, Greek, and Thracian horse. 
He committed the command of the left wing to 
Parmenio, and put himself at the head of the right. 
He was soon recognised by the enemy from the 
brilliance of his armour, and the respectful attention 
of the oflScers who surrounded him; and as they 
concluded that the brunt of the attack would be on the 
side where he stood, they strengthened their left wing 
with some additional squadrons of their best troops. 
There was a short pause of silent expectation while 
the two armies, which were to begin the conflict for 
the dominion of Asia, stood face to face, separated by 
a narrow stream. It was broken by Alexander, who, 
having mounted his horse, and addressed a few 
words of exhortation to his nearest followers, ordered 
Amyntas, son of Arraba^us, with his light cavalry^, 
and Socrates, with a squadron of the horseguards, 
supported by a division of the hypaspists under 
Ptolemy, son of Philip^, to advance into the water : 
he himself followed at the head of the phalanx, to 
the sound of the trumpets and amidst the war cries 

* It seems clear that the names of Cratenis and Philippus have been repeated, 
through some mistake, in Arrian's enumeration of the <f>d\ayyts (i. 14), and that 
the rd^fts, brigades of the phalanx, Kere here, as at Issus and Arbela, six in num- 
ber, and each of 3000 men. Mr. Williams has been led by this accidental error 
to describe the Macedonian phalanx generally as composed of eight brigadea, con~ 
taining 2000 men each. Yet at Issus, he can find only five brigades, though there 
six are distinctly enumerated. 

■ This appears to have been the state of the case, though there is an obscurity 
in Arrian's expression (i. 14.) r^v ^wKpdTovs tKrir UTo\€fia7oy rhv ^iXlmrov tfyoKra, 
which might lead one to suspect that some words had dropt out of the text. 
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of his men, movino: in a slanting direction up the bed <^"ap. 

. • . • XLIX 

of the river ^, to prevent the Persians from taking him *_,.-l^ 
in flank on his landing.^ 

Amyntas and Socrates, when they reached the op- 
posite bank, were received with a galling shower of 
darts and a vigorous charge, against which they had 
to contend with very inferior numbers, and under the 
disadvantage of ground which was at once lower and 
less firm. They were, it seems, barely able to main- 
tain their footing, until Alexander came up to their 
relief. He immediately charged into the thickest of 
the fray, where the principal Persian leaders were en- 
gaged. His life was at one moment in imminent 
danger. He had advanced to meet Mithridates, a 
nobleman allied to Darius, who was coming up in 
front of his squadron, and had brought him to the 
ground with the shock of his spear. At this instant 
he received a blow from Rhoesaces on his helmet, 
which broke off* a part of the crest and nearly pierced 
it. Him too Alexander unhorsed with a javelin 
wound in his breast. But while he was busied with 
this enemy, Spithridates coming behind had raised 
his scymitar over his head, for a stroke which would 
probably have descended with deadly effect on his 
shattered helmet, had not Cleitus, the brother of 
Alexander's nurse Lanicfe, intercepted it by a cut of 
his sabre, which severed the Persian's right arm from 
his body.^ While the cavalry was thus engaged, one 

* Arrian add«, J wapuXxt rh ^tvfia, I do not understand in what sense the 
stream could be said irap4\Kfw ; and rather wonder that no critic has suggested the 
obvious correction ira^etxf* or iropetice, as the stream (which had iroAAib fiaBta, 
1. 13), permitted. So (i. 21.) it is said of the towers, rrapflxoy iucpo€o\l{^f(r6cu. 
Neophytus Ducas, who published an edition of Arrian^s works, with a translation 
of the Anabasis, and notes, and some tactical illustrations in modern Greek (*£y 
Bi(vtn) rrjs 'Aovarpia^y 1 809), translates irpbs r^v ^iffiv rov Ptifwros ; and, in the 
note, he seems to wLih to express the same meaning by its ain^ wpoxupoiri, which 
would indeed be a correct paraphrase of J irof»«ix« t^ ^fO^io. — UaptiKt, as coming 
still nearer to the present reading, would perhaps be preferable, if rh Pfvfia were 
away, as (ii. 23.) Sirot waptlKot. 

" Flathe's scepticism about this incident seems a little strained. He cites 
Diodorus, Plutarch, and Justin, as if it was not mentioned by Arrian. 
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CHAP, division after another of the phalanx effected a land- 
. ^^']^' . ing: the light troops with which the Macedonian 
horse was interspersed, annoyed the enemy greatly 
with their missiles : and it was found that the strong 
javelin^, with which the Macedonian troopers could 
thrust at the faces of their antagonists, was a much 
more efficacious weapon than the slight dart with 
which the Persians were armed. Their centre gave way 
to Alexander's impetuous attack, which was sustained 
by still increasing numbers; and the disorder soon 
spread to the extremities of the line, till all were put 
to flight. Alexander however did not suffer his 
troops to pursue the Persian cavalry to a great 
distance, but returned to attack the mercenaries, who 
had kept their ground rather through amazement at 
the sudden issue of the first combat, than with any 
deliberate purpose. While he moved against them 
with the phalanx, he ordered the cavalry to attack 
their flanks and rear. Thus surrounded, they were 
almost all cut to pieces : very few escaped among the 
wounded, and only 2000 were taken prisoners. The 
loss of the Persians amounted only to about a thou- 
sand : but it included a great number of their chief 
officers. Alexander lost only some five and twenty 
of his horseguards — who fell at the first landing, and 
whom he honoured with brazen statues, which were 
still standing in Arrian's time at Dium, the workman- 
ship of the king's favourite sculptor L3^sippus — sixty 
of his other cavalry, and thirty of the foot. All these 
he interred the next day with martial pomp, and 
granted an exemption from every kind of tax and 
charge to their parents and children. He visited the 
wounded in person, and while he inspected their 
wounds, made inquiries which gave them a welcome 

> Hurrrd Kpavttya, Gronovius observes, that their strength consisted, not in the 
material, but the form. Tct the cornel has been always noted as a yery hard 
wood ; and otherwise, Arrian would not have mentioned iL 
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opportunity of relating their exploits. Nor did he cuw. 
withhold the rites of burial from the enemy's dead. < / ' > 
But he sent the Greek prisoners in chains to Mace- 
donia, to be kept to forced labour, as guilty of bearing 
arras against their country, in contempt of the decree 
of the national congress. To identify his cause in 
another manner with that of Greece, he sent 300 suits 
of Persian armour to Athens, to be dedicated to the 
tutelary goddess in the Acropolis, with an inscription 
expressing that they had been taken from the bar- 
barians of Asia by Alexander the son of Philip, and 
the Greeks, all but the Lacedcenionians ; a stigma, as 
he could not but account it : which however Sparta 
might as justly reckon among her titles of honour* 
In the joy of his first victory, he hkewise remembered 
Ilium : enriched its little temple with offerings, and 
ordered the village to be transformed into a city, 
which he honoured with extraordinary privileges and 
immunities. 

Arsites had fled after the battle into Phrygia ; but 
there, it was said, overpowered by grief and shame 
by the disaster, which he attributed to his own 
counsels, laid violent hands on himself. Alexander 
bestowed his satrapy on Galas; encouraged the bar- 
barians, who had fled to the mountains, to return to 
their homes ; and ordered the tribute to remain on its 
ancient footing. Parmenio was detached to take pos- 
session of the satrap's residence, Dascylium. The 
king himself, bending his march southward, advanced 
toward Sardis. The news of his victory produced 
such an effect in the capital of Lydia, that when he 
had come >vithin eight or nine miles of it, Mithrines, 
the commander of the garrison, accompanied by the 
principal inhabitants, met him, with a peaceable sur- 
render of the city, the citadel, and the treasure. He 
retained Mithrines on an honourable footing near his 
person, and committed the command of the citadel to 
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CHAP. Pausanias, an officer of his guard. He appointed 
« — , — ' Nicias to superintend the collection of the revenue, 
and Asander, son of Philotas, to the satrapy of Spi- 
thridates. To conciliate the Lydians, he restored 
their ancient laws ; that is, most probably, abolished 
all the restraints which the policy of the Persian 
government had imposed on them, when it crushed 
their rebellion after the first conquest^ : while, perhaps 
to make them more familiar with Greek usages, he 
ordered a temple to be built on the citadel to Olympian 
Zeus. A body of cavalry and light troops were placed 
at the disposal of Asander, and the Argive contingent 
was left as a garrison in the citadel. Four days after, 
Alexander arrived at Ephesus. There too, as soon 
as the tidings of the battle arrived, a body of merce- 
naries who had been stationed there by Memnon, took 
ship with Amyntas, son of Antiochus, a Macedonian 
emigrant, who had fled his country to avoid the efifectj^ 
of the king's displeasure, or because he was conscious 
of a share in some of the plots formed against him. 
Ephesus. Ephesus was divided between an oligarchical and a 
democratical faction, which seem nearly to have ba- 
lanced each other. The oligarchy had been sustained 
by the power of Persia: their adversaries therefore 
looked forward with hope to the impending invasion, 
and had probably received promises of support from 
Philip. Violent tumults had taken place, in whicli 
the oligarchs, aided by Memnon's troops, had pre- 
vailed, forced many of their opponents to leave the 
city, threw down a statue of Philip which stood in 
the temple, committed other acts of sacrilege there, 
and broke open the tomb of Heropythes, a great popu- 
lar leader, who had been buried in the market-place. 
A complete reaction ensued on Alexander's arrival: 
democracy was fonnally restored, the exiles returned 

> See Vol. IL p. 187. 
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to their homes, and the triumphant party became chap. 
eager for revenge on their vanquished oppressors, y , ' > 
One of the oligarchical leaders, with his son and 
nephews, was dragged out of the sanctuary, and 
stoned to death. Alexander then interfered to pre- 
vent further bloodshed, and forbade any proceedings 
to be instituted for the punishment of political of- 
fences. The city was permitted to expend the tribute 
which it had before paid to the Persian government 
on its new temple, which was not yet finished. At a 
later period he offered to defray the whole expense of 
the building, on condition that his own name should 
be inscribed on it as its founder : an offer which the 
Ephesians were too proud of this great ornament of 
their city to accept, and declined with ingenious 
flattery. ^ Before his departure, he celebrated a great 
sacrifice to the goddess, with a solemn procession of 
his whole army in battle array. By like measures, 
especially by the establishment of democracy and re- 
mission of tribute, he endeavoured to gain the good- 
will of all the other Greek cities on the coast, which 
was of great importance to him at this juncture, while 
the naval power of Persia was still formidable. 

In the mean while he had received offers of sub- 
mission from IMagnesia and Tralles, in the vale of the 
Ma3ander, and had sent Parmenio forward to take 
possession of them. He had also at first reason to 
hope that Miletus would be as quietly surrendered to 
him ; for Hegesistratus, who commanded the garrison, 
had made him like offers by letter. But the approach 
of a Persian armament, which was on its way from 
Phoenicia, encouraged Hegesistratus . to change his 
intention, and defend his post. Nicanor however, 
Alexander's admiral, got the start of the barbarians, 
and arrived with his fleet of 160 gaUeys at Lad6, 

> // did not become one god to dedicate offeringe to othen, Strabo, xiv. p. 641. 
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CHAP, before they appeared: and Alexander forthwith sc- 
' ^ ' ' cured the island, which commanded the entrance of 
the port of Miletus, with a detachment of 4000 men. 
The Persians, finding themselves shut out, came to 
anchor at Mycal^. Their fleet amounted to 400 sail. 
Yet, notwithstanding this great inequality, Parmenio 
advised the king to hazard a sea-fight. A victory, 
he thought, would be attended with the greatest ad- 
vantages, while defeat would not make the state of 
his naval affairs much worse : since, as it was, the 
enemy were masters of the sea. An omen too, which 
he had observed, confirmed him in his opinion. Alex- 
ander pointed out to him, that it might be otherwise 
interpreted, and that his arguments were not sounder 
than his rules of divination. Tlie Macedonian fleet 
was inferior, not only in number, but in nautical skill 
and training to the Phoenician and Cyprian galleys. 
It would be mere foolhardiness to seek a battle unde^- 
Buch disadvantages; and a defeat, far from leaving 
him in nearly the same condition as he now stood in, 
might involve consequences no less important and 
disastrous than a general insurrection in Greece. The 
eagle which had been seen to perch on the beach 
behind the royal galley, signified that he was destined 
to overcome the Persian navy by his operations on 
land. 
BiUctus. Miletus was divided into two distinct cities by an 

inner wall, which appears to have been much stronger 
than the outer one: if indeed what was called the 
outer city was not a mere open suburb. Alexander 
had taken it by assault on his first arrival, and then 
prepared to besiege the other. The townsmen came 
to a compromise with the garrison, and by mutual 
consent they deputed one of the most eminent citizens 
to the king, with an off^er of neutrality, which he 
rejected, bidding them prepare to sustain an immedi- 
ate attack. His enginery soon made a breach in the 



MILETUS. 209 

wall, which his troops mounted before the eyes of the chap. 
Persians, who were unable to relieve their friends: . ^^^^' . 
for, to cut off all chance of succour, Nicanor had 
moved up to the mouth of the inner harbour, and 
laid some galleys across it side by side, so as effec- 
tually to bar entrance or escape. The citizens and 
the garrison, when the besiegers began to pour in 
through the breach, fled toward the sea; some put off 
in boats, but found the harbour's mouth closed before 
they reached it: about 300 of the mercenaries swam 
to a rocky islet within the harbour, and prepared to 
defend themselves there, until Alexander, admiring 
their courage, permitted them to purchase their lives 
by ent,ering into his service. The Persian fleet con- 
tinued for some time moored at Mycal^, in the hope 
of drawing the enemy into an action : but as it was 
forced to fetch its water from the mouth of the Mae- 
ander, Alexander ordered Philotas to proceed to the 
place, with a body of infantry and cavalry, and to 
hinder the crews from landing. The fleet was con- 
sequently obliged to go over to Samos for provisions. 
It returned indeed shortly after, and attempted to 
surprise the Macedonians in the harbour; but having 
been foiled in this attempt, withdrew from the coast 
of Miletus. 

Alexander now perceived that his fleet would be of 
little service to him, while the state of his finances 
was such, that he could ill bear the cost of it. On 
the other hand, he hoped to shut out the Persians 
from all the ports of Asia, and thus to disable them 
from continuing their naval operations. He therefore 
resolved to dismiss his fleet, retaining only a small 
squadron, which included the Athenian galleys, for 
the transport of his besieging machines, and to confine 
his attention to the prosecution of the war on the 
southern coast. His first object was the reduction of 
Halicarnassus, where the enemy had now collected 

VOL. VI. p 
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CHAP, almost all the strength which he had remaining in 
this quarter. Memnon, who after the battle of the 
Granicus sent his wife and children as pledges of his 
fidelity to Darius, and had been invested by him 
with supreme authority in the west of Asia, and with 
the command of all his naval forces, had been long 
making preparations for the defence of the place, 
where he himself, with the Persian Orontobates, who 
had married the daughter of Pixodarus, and had 
succeeded him as satrap of Caria, and a numerous 
garrison of Greeks and barbarians, awaited the in- 
vader's approach. They were animated by the pre- 
sence of two Athenians, Ephialtes and Thrasybulus, 
who had come to offer their services against the 
common enemy. The fleet too, lying at the mouth 
of the harbour, was capable of rendering good service 
during a siege. The city, built on heights which 
rise abruptly in the form of a theatre from the sea, 
was naturaUy strong, and had been elaborately for- 
tified, both with walls and a ditch forty-five feet in 
width, and about half as many in depth, and contained 
two citadels, one on the heights at its back, the other, 
celebrated for the enervating spring of Salmacis, 
which rose there, at the northern extremity of the 
great harbour^ : a smaller harbour was sheltered by 
an island called Arconijesus^, which was also a place 
of great strength. Alexander, on his march from 
Miletus, made himself master of all the towns that 
lay between that city and Halicarnassus ; and on his 
entrance into Caria, he was met by Ada, the widow 
of Idrieus, who surrendered her fortress of Alinda to 
him, begged leave to adopt him as her son, and placed 

> Vitruvius, II. 8. Strabo^ xit. p. 656, 657. 

• Which, according to Pliny (N. H. v. 31.), contained a town called Ceramus ; 
but as there was certainly another town of that name on the afj^acent coast of 
Caria, this is probably a mistake. It does not appear that Strabo speaks of this 
island as a fort (as Mr. Williams supposes, p. 80.). His two citadels are no doubt 
those described by Vitruvius, both on the main land. 



SIEGE OF HALICARNASSUS. 211 

herself under his protection. He then advanced toward chap. 
Halicarnassus, and encamped at about half a mile «_.,— 1/ 
from the walls. On the day of his arrival, he en- Haiicar- 
countered a brisk sally from the garrison, which "****"* 
however was easily repulsed. But before he com- 
menced his operations here, having received some 
offers which led him to expect that he should gain 
admittance at Myndus, a town which lay a few miles 
westward on the coast, he made an attempt on it in 
the night, but, not meeting with the promised support 
from within, while succours were introduced by sea 
from Halicarnassus, he withdrew, and applied himself 
wholly to the siege of the capital. 

He began by filling up the ditch, so as to enable his siege of 
engines and wooden towers to approach the walls. The 
besieged made many vigorous sallies for the purpose of 
setting fire to the machines, but were always repulsed, 
and sometimes with great loss. Once a mad attempt 
of two Macedonian soldiers^, who, having challenged 
one another over their cups to a trial of valour, under- 
took to storm the citadel on the land side alone, brought 
on an engagement, which was near becoming general, 
and might have ended in the capture of the city. For 
two towers and the intervening wall had been battered 
down by the engines : but before advantage was taken 
of the breach, the besieged built another brick wall in 
the form of a crescent behind it. Twice they made a 
desperate attempt to destroy the engines which Alex- 
ander brought to play on this new wall : the second 
time, at the instigation of Ephialtes, with their whole 
force ; but they were defeated with great slaughter, in 
which Ephialtes himself fell, and it was believed that 

* So Arrian. But by Dlodorus (xvii. 25.) they are described as rivij and 
soon after as toWoL They also make their attempt by night This is the 
action after which, according to him, Alexander applied for leave to bury some 
of his dead, who had fallen close to the walls, but was refused through the influence 
of the two Athenians. I will not undertake to decide on the probability of Mr. 
Willlams*s corOecture, p. 81. But the story is hardly reconcilable with Arrian*s 
narrative. 

p2 
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CHAP. Alexander might then have stormed the place, but 
< , > was induced to spare it by the hope that it would soon 
surrender. In fact, Memnon and Orontobates now 
despaired of defending it much longer, and resolved 
to abandon it. In the dead of the night, they set fire 
to a wooden tower, and to some of the houses and 
magazines near the wall, and while the conflagration 
spread, made their escape, and crossed over to Cos, 
where it seems they had previously deposited their 
treasures.^ The garrison took refuge, some in the 
citadels, some in Arconnesus. Alexander immedi- 
ately entered the city, and checked the progress of 
the flames. But as soon as he had become master of 
it, he razed it to the ground. He did not however 
think it worth while to stay, until he had dislodged 
the enemy from their remaining strongholds: but 
having committed the province to Ada, he left her, 
with about 3000 foot and 200 horse, under a Mace- 
donian ofiicer, to reduce them.^ He himself pursued 
his march along the south coast of Asia Minor, to 
make himself master of the ports which might harbour 
the Persian fleet. 

But as winter was now approaching, he determined, 
before he left Caria, to send a part of his troops, who 
had lately married when he set out on his expedition, 
back to Macedonia, to pass the winter at home. He 
gave the command of them to three of his generals, 
who were themselves in the same case; directing 
them on their return to bring with them as many 
fresh troops as they could raise. The measure was 
politic, as well as gracious; for his army had been 
much weakened to supply so many garrisons as were 
required for the conquered cities ; and nothing was 

> Diodorus xtii. 27. His account boweTer differs materially from Arrian*s; 
for be omits tbe fire. 

» Strabo, xiv. p. 657. oXoiJcrtjy t^j ti^Xcws, irXj^f t^j tuepas (itrHi V Ijp imin^) 

TT}f ToXwpKlas ytyofidytis. 
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more likely to promote the levies in Macedonia, than chap. 

\LIX 

the presence of the victorious warriors, whose re- J , ' * 
turn attested at once his success and his liberality. 
Another officer was sent to coUect aU the troops he 
could in Peloponnesus. Parmenio was ordered to 
proceed with the greater part of the cavalry and the 
baggage to Sardis, and thence into Phrygia, where 
he himself, after he should have traversed the coast 
of Lycia and Pamphylia, designed to meet him in the 
spring. 

In his march through Caria he met with a short ^^^^^ 
resistance from the garrison of the strong fortress carfa. 
Hyparna; and, according to Diodorus, turned aside 
to punish the insolence of the inhabitants of Marmora 
in PerflBa, who, relying perhaps on the strength of 
their town, which stood on a high rock by the sea- 
side, had ventured to annoy the rear of his army, and 
had not only plundered some of the baggage, but killed 
several men. When besieged they defended them- 
selves with great obstinacy ; and at length the young 
men set fire to the town, and forcing their way 
through the enemy's lines, took refuge in the neigh- 
bouring mountains. On his entrance into Lycia, Lycu. 
Telmessus capitulated, and after he had crossed the 
Xanthus, he received the submission of most of the 
Lycian towns. Phaselis even presented him with a 
golden crown; and the motive which led it to pay 
him this honour may help to account for the ready 
submission of the other Lycians. The people of Pha- 
selis had suffered much from the incursions of their 
neighbours, the Pisidian mountaineers, who had even 
taken up a fortified position in their territory, for the 
purpose of continual molestation. They hoped that 
Alexander would deliver them from this annoyance, 
and they were not disappointed. For, on his return 
from an expedition, which, notwithstanding the late- 
ness of the season, — it was now about mid- winter — 

r3 
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CHAP, he had undertaken into the interior, to reduce the 
w— ^J-/ Milyans, who inhabited a tract of Phrygia on the 
confines of Phrygia and Pisidia^ he took the fort. 

He was still in the neighbourhood of Phaselis, 
when he was apprised of a plot, which had been 
formed against his life, by his namesake, the son of 
Aeropus, whom he had appointed to command the 
Thessalian cavalry in the room of Galas, the new 
satrap of the Hellespontine Phrygia. It appears that, 
notwithstanding this favour, the Lyncestian either 
could not forgive the king for the execution of his 
two brothers, or could not forget the ancient preten- 
sions of his family to royal dignity. He had entered 
into a negotiation with the Persian court through 
the fugitive Amyntas, and Darius had sent doAvn an 
agent named Asisines, to obtain a secret interview 
with him, and to offer, if he killed his sovereign, to 
raise him to the throne of Macedonia, or at least to aid 
him in the attempt to secure it, ^vith a thousand talents. 
The Persian emissary had fallen into the hands of 
Parmenio, and revealed his business ; and Parmenio 
had sent him to the king. Alexander held a council 
on the subject, and by its advice despatched orders 
to Parmenio to arrest the Lyncestian and keep him 
in custody. 

Between Phaselis and the maritime plains of Pam- 
phylia, the mountains wliich form the southern 
branch of Taurus descend abruptly on the coast, 
leaving only a narrow passage along the beach, and 
this never open but in calm weather, or during the 
prevalence of a northerly wind. The promontory was 
called Mount Climax. At the time when Alexander 
was about to resume his march eastward, the wind 

* It Ih not easy precisely to trace the boundaries of the Milyas ; but Droysen 
(p. 136.) apparently confounds Termessus with Telmessus, mistranslates tbe last 
sentence of Strabo*8 thirteenth book, and then finds fault with CoL Leake*i Map. 



Mount 
Clinuiz. 



PAMPHYLIA. 215 

was blowing from the south, and the waves washed ^^|- 
the foot of the cliflfs. He therefore sent the main ' — r-^ 
body of his army over the mountains to Pergfe, 
by a circuitous and difficult road^ which however he 
had ordered to be previously cleared by his Thracian 
pioneers. But for himself he determined with a few 
followers to try the passage along the shore ; danger 
and difficulty had a charm for him which he could 
scarcely resist. Perhaps the wind had already sub- 
sided : soon after it shifted to the north ; a change in 
which he recognised a special interposition of the 
gods. Yet, according to Strabo's authors, he found 
the water still nearly breast high, and had to wade 
through it for a whole day. As he advanced from Pamphyiu. 
Pergfe, he was met by an embassy from the neigh- 
bouring town of Aspendus, which lay a little further 
eastward near the mouth of the Eurymedon, offering 
to acknowledge his authority, but praying that they 
might not be compelled to receive a Macedonian 
garrison. This request he granted, but in return 
demanded a contribution of fifty talents, and the 
tribute of horses which they had been used to pay to 
the Persian king. These terms were accepted, and 
Alexander, passing Aspendus, proceeded along the 
coast to Sidfe, a barbarised colony of Cuma, which he 
took and garrisoned. The neighbouring fortress of 
Syllium he found prepared to repel his first attack ; 
and he soon after received intelligence that the 
Aspendians refused to execute their engagements, 
and were making preparations to sustain a siege. 
He therefore retraced his steps, and to their surprise 

> Colonel Leake (Asia Minor, p. 190.) has been misled by a false reading in 
Arrian, i. 26., x^^'' dWtas Koi ob fuucpdM. This would contradict Strabo, 
XIV. p. 666., irtpiodoy fxci (which Col. Leake renders correctly, p. 175.), as well 
as his own map. But the negative is not found in the best manuscript of Arrian, 
and unless It is omitted, AXkus has no meaning, though Ducas, having translated, 
liris lirrov fikp a^ofiost iiJSidSaros ZfMS &\Kw, in his note gives the explanation « 
XoXcT^y dXXttt (tiii itSoTrrotfifiimiy 9ri\op&ri) ^i^c fuuepiuf ^ o9r«* xo^c^v M^i't 
o(t fuuep^ d^. He adds, dAA' dp SiKKoit d^pip-oi t^ fuurpcb ired dtrrv rov off. 
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CHAP, suddenly appeared before their walls. They hastily 
c_^,.«L/ abandoned the lower town, and retired into the 
citadel, which stood on a steep rock overhanging 
the river. Alexander with his army took up his 
quarters in the houses below, and the Aspendians, 
now repenting of their levity, sent another embassy 
to sue for peace. He granted it, but on harder 
terms, requiring 100 talents and yearly tribute, 
and exacting hostages for their performance. Then, 
having returned to Perge, he began his march toward 
Phrygia. 
FiridUu His road led through the heart of Pisidia, where he 

was the more desirous of striking terror, as its fierce 
and lawless inhabitants, secure in their mountain 
barriers, and almost impregnable fortresses, had con- 
stantly defied the power of the Persian government. 
Yet he could not spare the time which would have 
been necessary to reduce all its strongholds. Ter- 
messus, situate on a steep rock, commanding a narrow 
pass which led from Pisidia into Phrygia, appeared to 
him too strong to be attempted, though he had dis- 
lodged the barbarians from the position which they 
had taken up without the walls, and made himself 
master of the pass. But the resistance of Termessus 
procured for him offers of alliance from its enemy 
Selg^, another of the principal cities, which proved 
very useful to him. He stormed Sagalassus, though 
beside its natural strength its inhabitants were ac- 
counted the most warlike of the Pisidians ; and this 
success was followed by the submission of most of the 
Phrygia. Smaller towns. He then advanced by the lake As- 
cania^ to CelaBnaB, where the citadel, on an almost in- 
accessible rock, was guarded by a garrison of 1000 
Carians, and 100 Greeks, placed there by the satrap 
of Phrygia. It offered however to surrender unless 

* Which the reader will not confound with the northern lake of the same name. 
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it should be relieved within sixty days ; and Alex- ^^^• 
ander thought it best to accept these conditions ; and < — , — / 
having left a body of 1500 men to observe it, and ap- 
pointed Antigonus, son of Philip, to the important 
satrapy of central Phrygia, he prosecuted his march 
to Gordium, where he had ordered Parmenio to 
meet him. 

Arrian does not expressly state the object of this cordium. 
movement, which, as Alexander designed next to make 
for the coast of Syria, involved an enormous circuit. 
It is hardly credible that he was deterred from ad- 
vancing directly into Cilicia by the difficulty of passing 
through the mountain region (the Rugged Cilicia), 
which immediately follows Pamphylia; or that he 
marched so far north merely for the sake of better 
quarters to refresh his troops in during the remain- 
der of the winter.^ There were other motives which 
might lead him to penetrate so far into the interior of 
Asia Minor, and to traverse it in two directions so 
distant from the line of march, that would have led to 
the point which he had mainly in view. He prob- 
ably thought it necessary to establish his authority in 
the central provinces, so far at least as to break oflF 
their relations with the Persian government, and thus 
to secure the Greek cities on the western coast from 
the attacks which might have been made on them from 
this quarter, if the peninsula, east of Lydia, had re- 
mained subject to Darius. The central situation of 
Gordium'^ also afforded means of easier communication 
with Macedonia, which the movements of the Persian 
fleet in the -^gean rendered very desirable, while it 
enabled him to negotiate on a more advantageous 
footing with the satraps of the provinces on the Eux- 
ine, who, when they saw him so near, might appre- 

* These are F1athe*8 suppositions, i. p. 292. 

* See CoU Leake*s observations on the position of Juliopolis, which, in the time 
of the Roman empire, occupied the site of Gordium. Asia Minor^ p. 81. 
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CHAP, hend an immediate invasion. Accordingly, it seems 
i-_„ — ' to have been from Gordium that he sent Hegelochus 
to the coast, with orders to equip another fleet for the 
protection of the islands which were threatened by the 
Persians. Here he was rejoined by the troops whom 
he had sent to winter by their own hearths, accom- 
panied by the new levies, 3000 Macedonian infantry 
and 650 horse, 300 from Macedonia, 200 from Thes- 
saly, the rest from Elis. Here also he received an 
embassy from Athens, which came to request that he 
would release the Athenian prisoners who had been 
taken among the mercenaries in the battle of the Gra- 
nicus, and had been sent to Macedonia. Alexander 
did not think it prudent, while he was on the eve of 
a decisive contest with Darius, to relax his severity 
toward the Greeks who took part with the barbarians, 
but he gave the Athenians leave to renew their ap- 
plication at a more seasonable juncture. 

Gordium had been in very early times the seat of 
the Phrygian kings, and was supposed to have derived 
its name from Gordius, the father of the more cele- 
brated Midas. In the citadel was preserved with re- 
ligious veneration a waggon, in which, according to 
the tradition of the country, Midas with his father and 
mother entered the town, at a time when the people, 
who were distracted by civil discord, were holding an 
assembly. They had been informed by an oracle that 
a waggon should bring them a king who should com- 
pose their strife. The sudden appearance of Midas 
convinced them that he was the king destined for 
them ; and when he had mounted the throne, he de- 
dicated the waggon in the citadel, as a thank-offering 
to the king of the gods, who, before his birth, had sent 
an eagle to alight upon its yoke, while Gordius was 
ploughing, as a sign of the honour reserved for his 
race. This legend had given rise to a prophecy that 
whoever should untie the knot of bark by which the 
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yoke was fastened to the pole, must become lord of chap. 
Asia. Alexander did not leave Gordium before he ■ ^^^"^' . 
had proved that this prophecy related to himself. He 
went up to the citadel, and separated the yoke from 
the pole. Whether he loosened the knot by drawing 
outa peg^, or cut it with his sword, his owa followers 
were not agreed. But all the spectators were con- 
vinced that he had legitimately fulfilled the prophecy, 
and a storm of thunder and lightning, which took place 
the same night, removed every shadow of doubt on 
the subject (333). 

He now resumed his march eastward, and at An- 
cyra received an embassy from Paphlagonia, promising 
obedience on the somewhat ambiguous condition, that 
he should abstain from entering their country. The 
subjugation of this extensive and very mountainous 
region would have detained him much too long from 
the more important objects which he had in view, and 
he therefore contented himself with this show of sub- 
mission, which at least heightened, while it proved, 
the terror inspired by his name, and annexed Paphla- 
gonia to the satrapy of Galas. As he advanced through b. c. 333. 
Cappadocia towards the passes of Taurus, he met cappadocu. 
with no resistance; and his authority was at least 
nominally acknowledged to a great distance beyond the 
Halys, so that he could appoint a satrap of Cappadocia, 
whose name, Sebictas, indicates that he was an Asiatic, 
and who perhaps possessed influence enough to render 
him a useful ally in a country so imperfectly conquered. 
Near the entrance of one of the defiles or gates which 
lead into the plains of Cilicia, he encamped on the 
same site where Cyrus had halted^, and here he found 

* As Aristobulus related. Arrian, il 3. Droysen (p. 162.) justly obsenres that 
the other version is much more appropriate to the character and destiny of the 
conqueror, and would have been more readily believed by the army. But, criti- 
cally considered, this is a reason for preferring the account of Aristobulus, whom 
Droysen elsewhere, as if in dispraise, styles the sober, 

* The younger, according to Arrian; but the elder, according to Curtiu8(iu.4.), 
who if supported by Mr. Williams in his learned Essay on the Geography of the 
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that the pass was strongly guarded. He therefore left 
Parmenio behind with the phalanx, and taking only a 
part of the light troops, set out at nightfall to surprise 
the enemy at the Gates. His approach however was 
not unperceived ; but it inspired so much alarm that 
the guards abandoned their post ; and at daybreak, 
having been overtaken by the rest of his army, he 
began to descend into the plain. On his way he re- 
ceived tidings from Tarsus, that the satrap Arsames, 
having heard that he had passed the Gates, was about 
to quit the city, which at first he meant to defend, 
and, it was feared, would plunder it before his de- 
parture. Hereupon Alexander pushed forward with 
his cavalry and the lightest part of the infantry at 
full speed for Tarsus, and Arsames, whatever his in- 
tention may have been, fled, leaving the city unhurt, 
to join the army of Darius. 

Alexander, on his arrival at Tarsus, while his blood 
was still violently heated by these extraordinary 
exertions, had been tempted to plunge into the clear 
and limpid waters of the Cydnus, which flowed 
through the city. This imprudence was generally 
supposed to have been the cause of a fever which 
seized him immediately after ^, and which soon be- 
came so threatening in its symptoms that most of his 
physicians despaired of his life. One however, an 
Acarnanian named Philippus, who stood high in his 
confidence, undertook to prepare a medicine which 
would relieve him. In the meanwhile, a letter was 
brought to the king from Parmenio, informing him 
of a report that Philippus had been bribed by Darius 



Anabasis, p. 101., wliere lie contends tliat Alexander could not have entered 
Cilida by the pass described by Xenophon, and that Xenophon's Dana is not 
Tyana, but must be sought near the modem Eragli. 

* Arlstobulus however attributed it solely to fotigue ; and Captain Kinneir, who 
bathed in the Cydnus close by Tarsus, on the 8d of November, declares that its 
waters did not seem colder than those of any other stream in the country. 
Journey, p. 121. 
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to poison him. Alexander, it is said, had the letter chap. 
in his hand, when the physician came in with the ^...^-l/ 
draught, and, giving it to him, drank while he read, 
— a theatrical scene, as Plutarch unsuspectingly ob- 
serves, but one which would not have been invented 
but for such a character, and which Arrian was 
therefore induced, though doubtingly, to record.^ 
The remedy, or Alexander's excellent constitution, 
prevailed over the disease ; but it was long before he 
had regained sufficient strength to resume his march. 
In the meanwhile, he sent Parmenio forward with 
about a third of the army, to occupy the nearest of 
the maritime passes leading out of Cilicia into Syria. 
He himself, when sufficiently recovered, proceeded 
westward with the rest of his forces to Anchialus, 
where he beheld the statue of its reputed founder 
Sardanapalus, the voluptuous king, who judged so 
differently from himself — as the Assyrian inscription 
on his monument and the figure itself attested — of 
the value and use of life. At Soli, where he arrived 
next, he found a strong leaning to the Persian in- 
terest, which induced him to place a garrison there, 
and afforded him a fair ground for demanding a 
contribution of 200 talents. Yet it seems to have 
been only an oligarchical party that had favoured 
the Persians ; and perhaps the penalty was levied 
on them alone ; for he established a democratical 

* Flathe (i. p. 298.) questions the fact, for a singular reason ; because Alexander 
affected to consider bis Life as threatened by the secret machinations of Darius, and 
therefore would not have given such a proof of confidence in any of his servants — 
the very thing which the story, if true, disproves. This is a historical petitio 
prindpii. I do not quite understand what Parmenio was doing, that he should 
not have come himself, instead of writing. One sees fh)m Curtius (iii. 6.) how 
the story was embellished. In Arrian (ii. 4.) Parmenio*s letter only mentions a 
report which he had heard, that Phllippus had been bribed. In Curtius, It asserts 
that he had been promised a thousand talents, and the hand of the sister of Darius. 
There was certainly some confusion between this story and that of Alexander, the 
Lyncestian. Seneca (De Ira, ii. 23.) aayi that It was OlympUs who sent the 
warning letter about Phllippus; Diodorus (xvji. 32.), that it was she from whom 
(immediately after his recovery) her son received notice of the Lyncestian*s 
treasonable designs. 
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CHAP, government, and the garrison may have been needed 
. ^^ . for its security. Before he returned to Tarsus, he 
made an inroad with a division of his forces into the 
mountains of the Rugged Cilicia, and in the course 
of seven days reduced their wild inhabitants by force 
or terror to submission. On his return to Soli, he 
received the agreeable intelligence that Orontobates 
had been defeated in a hard-fought battle by Ptolemy 
and Asander, and that the citadel of Halicamassus, 
and the other places which he had retained on the 
coast of Caria, had fallen.^ Darius had previously 
suflfered a much greater loss in the death of Memnon, 
who was carried off by a sudden illness while en- 
gaged in the siege of Mitylene, which, after having 
made himself master of Chios through treachery, and 
of the rest of Lesbos, he had invested closely by sea 
and land. Alexander, before he left Soli, celebrated 
the victory of liis generals, and at the same time tes- 
tified his gratitude for his own convalescence by a 
solemn sacrifice to Esculapius, with a military pro- 
cession, a torch-race, and musical and gymnastic 
contests. He then marched back to Tarsus, and, 
sending Philotas forward with the bulk of the cavalry 
across the Aleian plain, himself took a more circuitous 
route along the coast through Magarsus to Mallus, a 
town which claimed the Argive hero Amphilochus 
as its founder. On this ground, as himself descended 
from the Heracleids of Argos, he both healed its 
intestine disorders, and exempted it from the tribute 
which it had paid to the Persian government. 
ApproMb At Mallus for the first time he received certain 
intelligence of the approach of the great Persian army 

' Such undoubtedly is tbe impre»sion conveyed by the language of Arrian, ii. 
6. ; and one does not understand ivhy the places held by Orontobates should be 
mentioned, if they were not taken after his defeat Yet it is perplexing to find 
Cos and Halicamassus spoken of soon after (ii. 13.) u if they were still in the 
hands of the Persians. Droysen passes over this difficulty in silence. Flathe 
(l p. 306.) supposes that they had recovered Halicamassus. 



of Dariui. 



APPROACH OF DARIUS. 223 

commanded by Darius in person. It can however chap. ' 
hardly be doubted that he had long before been ap- % , 9 
prised of its movements, and had been expecting to 
fall in with it. Whether he delayed his departure 
from Cilicia, in the hope that the Persian king might 
be induced to advance until he was drawn into a 
disadvantageous position within the mountains, as 
was at last the case, is a question which cannot be 
decided with certainty, but his operations in Cilicia 
undoubtedly show that, if he did not calculate on 
this result, he was willing to take the chance of it. 
Darius had advanced from Babylon, according to 
Arrian, at the head of 600,000 fighting men, with 
the usual train and equipage which had ever been 
deemed necessary to the state of the Great King in 
all his expeditions. Indeed, when we compare the 
description which Curtius gives of the retinue of 
Darius with that which we read in Herodotus of the 
procession with which Xerxes moved from Sardis, 
we find reason to think that the pomp and luxury 
of the Persian court had been continually increasing. 
The symbols of the Magian religion also seem to have 
been exhibited more conspicuously and with greater 
magnificence. An image of the sun, we are informed, 
glittered on the top of the royal pavilion. The sacred 
fire was borne on silver altars at the head of the 
column, followed by Magians chanting their h)rmns ; 
and 365 youths of the same caste, in scarlet robes, 
representing the days of the year, marched before the 
sacred chariot. The bands of horse and foot which 
escorted the King's, were dazzling as heretofore in 
their clothing and arms. They were followed by 
400 of the royal horses. Then came the carriages 
which contained the mother, consort, and children 
of Darius, with their attendants, and after these the 
royal harem, almost in equal number with the priests. 
600 mules and 300 camels bore the treasure. The 
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CHAP. Persian grandees likewise brought each his household 
*^-,,— L; along with him. Darius had probably expected to 
meet Alexander on his road toward the Euphrates, 
in some of the plains eastward of Cilicia. He came 
with full confidence of victory, notwithstanding the 
experience of former ages, for princes do not always 
gain wisdom from the lessons of history, and it is 
even possible that the chronicles of Persia had failed 
to inform him how often such mighty hosts had been 
vanquished by a handful of men. When the Athe- 
nian Charidemus, who had taken refuge at his court, 
ventured to suggest to him that his glittering array 
would not strike terror into the Macedonian phalanx, 
he was so incensed that, in the first transports of his 
indignation, he ordered him to be put to death. 
Nevertheless, he at first listened to the counsel of the 
Macedonian fugitive Amyntas, who advised him to 
await Alexander's approach in a great plain, two 
days' march from the pass of Amanus, which Arrian, 
who describes the place of his encampment only by 
this distance, and by the obscure name of Sochi, calls 
the Assyrian Gates. 

He was still at Sochi when Alexander reached Mal- 
lus ; but he had then been for some time in that posi- 
tion, and had grown impatient of further delay. He 
had begun to attribute the tardiness of his enemy's 
advance to fear ; and when he heard of Alexander's 
illness at Tarsus, of his expedition against the western 
mountains of Cilicia, and of the festivities at Soli, he 
suspected that these were but so many pretexts used 
to cover his real motive. It was in vain that Amyntas 
assured him that Alexander would not shrink from 
giving him battle on any field. His courtiers now 
easily persuaded him, that he had only to appear and 
trample down the Macedonians with his cavalry. He 
resolved to wait no longer inactive, but to cross the 
mountains in quest of his hesitating foe. On the 
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other hand, Alexander seems to have been convinced chap. 
that Darius had adopted what was evidently the wisest ■ 
plan, and was determined not to advance any farther 
westward, but to preserve the advantage of a position 
which enabled him to make the best use of his vast 
superiority in numbers. He held a council of war at 
Mallus, and, having announced the intelligence which 
he had received, consulted it on the course which he 
should take. There was but one voice among all 
present, that he should lead them immediately to March to 
seek the enemy. At Castabalus, where he encamped ^^ 
on the second day after his departure from Mallus, 
he was joined by Parmenio, who, after having occu- 
pied the nearest maritime pass, had taken possession 
of Issus, and then advancing along the coast, dislodged 
the barbarians — probably part of the troops of Ar- 
sames — who still remained posted on the hills near 
the coast, and cleared and secured the whole road as 
far as the second maritime pass, the Gates of Syria 
and Cilicia. At Issus, Alexander left the sick and 
wounded, and two days after passed the Gates, and 
encamped not far from Myriandrus. A violent storm 
of wind and rain, which occurred in the course of the 
next night, delayed his march, and seems to have pre- 
vented him from beginning the ascent of the moun- 
tains, which he would otherwise have crossed into the 
vale of the Orontes. 

In the mean time, Darius had been making a nearly Movemente 
parallel movement in the opposite direction, on the ®'^*'^*^ 
eastern side of Amanus. He did not attempt to pass 
the mountains by the southern defile, which would 
have brought him down to Myriandrus, either because 
he knew that the maritime Gates had been occupied 
by the enemy, or because the road which he took led 
more directly into the plains of Cilicia, where he ex- 
pected to find Alexander still lingering ; for farther 
to the north is another pass, the Amanic Gates, which 

VOL. VI. Q 
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CHAP, crosses Amanus a little above Issus. Wliy Alexander 
^ ' . neglected to secure it, or did not take this road to 
Sochi, if it was that which Darius preferred as the 
shortest, does not distinctly appear; and if it were 
not for the invalids whom he left at Issus, his move- 
ment along the coast would give some colour to the 
suspicion, that he had received information which led 
him to hope that Darius was about to quit his position 
at Sochi. Even if it were so, we might still under- 
stand the mixture of surprise and joy with which, 
while detained near Myriandrus by the weather, he 
received the tidings that the Persian army had passed 
through the Amanic Gates, and was on its march 
along the coast to overtake him. He immediately 
ordered some of his officers to embark in a small ves- 
seP, and proceed toward Issus to reconnoitre, and not 
until they returned and reported that they had seen 
the enemy, that Darius was at hand, would he believe 
what he so eagerly desired. Darius, before he moved 
from Sochi, had sent his treasure, and a part of his 
baggage, with the superfluous followers of his camp, 
and the wives and children of his principal officers, to 
Damascus : yet he was still accompanied by his mother 
Sisygambis, his consort Statira, and his children, two 
princesses, and a son six years old. When he had 
crossed the mountains, and learnt that Alexander had 
passed before him on the road to Syria, he immedi- 
ately advanced in the same direction. At Issus he 
found the defenceless Macedonian invalids, and was 
persuaded by his courtiers to order them to be put to 
death with cruel tortures.^ The next day he moved 
forward until he reached the Pinarus, a small stream 

* H« did not embark himself, as Flathe represents (i. p. 299.) in his eagerness 
to prove a stratagem. 

" So Arrian. Curtlus says that, after they had been mutilated (instinctu 
purpuratorum), he ordered them to be led through the camp, and when thry 
had thoroughly survej'ed it, to be sent on to relate what they had seen to 
Alexander. 
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descending between steep and high banks from the ohap. 
side of Amanus to the sea, which is here parted from '^^ 

the foot of the mountains by a narrow plain.^ Here 
he encamped on the right bank of the river, and soon 
discovered that the enemy whom he had supposed to 
be flying before him, was on the way to meet him. 

Alexander, as soon as he had ascertained the factj ficm of 
assembled his principal officers, to prepare them for ^^^^' 
the approaching battle, or rather perhaps to suggest 
to them the topics by which they might animate 
their men. He reminded them of the many reasons 
they had to be confident of victory^ : of the victories 
which they had already gained over the same enemy t 
of the infatuation by which Darius had been led to 
pen up his army in a narrow space, where, though 
it was large enough for the evolutions of the phalanx, 
the greater part of his host would be utterly useless : 
of the difference between the Medes and Persians, 
who were enervated by inveterate habits of luxury, 
and the hardy Macedonians, who had been so long 
inured to martial toils : between slaves and freemen : 
between the Greeks, who fought for a wretched hire 
on the side of the barbarians, and those who had 
willingly lent their aid to the national cause ; between 
the warlike races on the northern frontier of Mace- 
donia, and the herds of feeble and timid barbarians, 
whom the Persian king collected from the provinces 
which acknowledged his authority: in fine, between 
Alexander himself and Darius. He also pointed out 

* That In which KJnneir (Travels, p. 138.) recogfnised the field of battle, ii 
described bj him as varying in breadth from one and a half to three miles. But 
the identity Is very doubtful. 

' Droysen (p. 161.) finds, in the beginning of the speech which Arrian records 
— I suppose in the words iropcKdAci ba^^ttp — a confirmation of the hint which 
Curtius gives, that the unexpected appearance of the Persian army produced a 
temporary uneasiness In the Macedonian camp. But Curtius speaks not of the 
soldiery, as Droysen describes, but of Aleiander himself — evidently for the sake 
of rhetorical eflvct Arrian's expression (ii. 7.), dirayyiWovtriv *AX«(cb'8py iw 
XCfxrlr cZroi Aopccbr, shows what was the feeling of the army : he had Dariui 
within arm*s length. 

<l2 
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the greatness of the prize which was now at stake ; 
that they were not now to encounter the satraps of 
Darius with a small body of cavalry and mercenaries, 
but Darius himself, with an army composed of his 
choicest troops; so that nothing less than the dO' 
minion of Asia depended on the issue of the conflict. 
He added grateful recollections of their past exploits, 
with modest allusions to the share he himself had 
taken in all their dangers ; and he appealed to the 
example of the Ten Thousand, who had trodden the 
ground where they were then standing, and under 
circumstances so much less favourable had success- 
fully defied the whole power of Persia. 
Battic of His address was received with ardent congratula- 

tions and assurances, and with an unanimous request 
that he would lead them against the enemy without 
delay. He first sent forward a small body of cavalry 
and bowmen to ascertain that the road was clear, 
and then, having sacrificed by torch-light on a neigh- 
bouring hill to the gods of the country^, set out, after 
the evening meal, toward the Gates, which he reached 
about midnight; and, the pass being secured, allowed 
his troops to repose there till morning. At daybreak 
he resumed his march, at first in column, the cavalry 
in the rear; but as the ground opened between the 
mountains and the sea, gradually extended his front, 
until he had drawn up his whole army in battle 
array in the plain of the Pinarus, where Darius was 
making his dispositions to receive him. To gain 
time and detain the advancing enemy, he had sent a 
body of 30,000 cavalry and 20,000 infantry across 
the river, ordering the infantry to be posted at the 
foot of the'hills which bound the plain on the south 

' Curtlus (hi. 8. 22.), who adda — with reference probably to the place of the 
lacrifice — patrio more, I do not know whether Drojrsen intentionally varies in 
his statement of this circumstance from Curtius, the only author, I believe, who 
mentions it Mr. Williams also (p. 105.) describes the sacrifice as performed at 
the defile. 
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side, and form a bay as they verge toward the sea : chap. 
so that when the Macedonian army had entered the ' 

plain, they were in the rear of its right wing. On 
the right bank he found room for 60,000 of his best 
Persian troops, who were distinguished by the title 
which the Greeks write Cardaces^, and for 30,000 
Greek mercenaries, commanded by Thymondas a son 
of Mentor, who had formed part of Memnon's forces 
in the ^gean, but after his death and the reduction 
of Mitylen^, had been ordered to join the royal army. 
These, as the chief strength of his line, he posted in 
the centre, where they would be opposed to the 
Macedonian phalanx. Behind, the length of the 
plain was filled with the remainder of the host, dis- 
tributed in masses according to their nations, but 
without any means of taking a part in the fight. He 
himself, in his state chariot, according to invariable 
Persian usage, took his place in the centre of the 
whole line. But he had prepared not for attack but 
for defence : he had thrown up some entrenchments 
where the bank was least difficult of ascent: a 
sjrmptom of misgiving which greatly encouraged the 
Macedonians. When his dispositions were completed, 
he recalled his cavalry from the other side of the 
river, and stationed the main body in front of his 
right wing near the sea, the rest on his left at the 
foot of the mountains. 

Alexander had drawn up the phalanx, as usual, in 
six divisions in the centre, taking the command of 
the right wing himself, which was flanked by the 

' Strabo, xv. c. 3. p. 327. Tauch. describes the Kdp^axts as the Persian 
militia, which received an education exactly similar to that of the Spartan youth. 
The description, i-irh xXoKflas rpt^fityoi, may refer to a part of their early 
training, which coincided with the famous Institution of Lycurgas ; but, according 
to JEWus Dionysius (in Eustath. p. 368.) «rc{p8a| was the name by which 
the Persians called irdvra rhv hvZptiov ical «rAwira, Theopompus (quoted in 
the same pa»saffe) seems to have described them as barbarian mercenaries. 
A thousand KdpScuccs composed part of the army of Antiochus in Polyb. (v. 79.), 
who seem not to have been Persians, since the Persians are mentioned in another 
place. 

q3 
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CHAP, hypaspists, and by the Macedonian and Thessalian 
' ^^^^ ■ cavalry. He had given the command of the infantry 
on the left to Craterus, under Parmenio, who com- 
manded the whole of the left wing, and whom he 
charged to keep close to the shore, that the enemy 
might not take him in flank. The cavalry of the 
Peloponnesians and of the other allies were stationed 
at this end of the line. A small body of cavalry and 
light troops were posted in front of the Persian divi- 
sion which occupied the recess at the foot of the 
hills. But when Darius, finding that the ground did 
not afford sufficient room for the evolutions of his 
cavalry on his left wing, sent it to join the main 
body by the sea-side, Alexander also ordered the 
Thessalian cavalry to move round by the back of the 
line to support Parmenio. And as his right wing 
appeared to him still in danger of being outflanked, 
he strengthened it with two squadrons of his horse- 
guard, and with some of the light troops and Greek 
mercenaries, which he withdrew from other parts of 
his line. The division which he had opposed to the 
Persians in his rear, had made a charge which forced 
the enemy to retreat to the higher ground, where 
300 horse were sufficient to watch them, and he was 
thus enabled to employ the light troops at the ex- 
tremity of his right wing. 

His plan was first to attack the enemy's left, which 
was the weakest part of the Persian line, and, when 
it was routed, to turn upon the right, which would 
then be exposed on two sides. He advanced at first 
slowly, to preserve the order of the phalanx, to within 
a short distance of the river-side, and rode up and 
down, scattering words of exhortation, which were 
answered by a shout that expressed the universal 
eagerness for the battle: but as soon as they had 
come within reach of the Persian arrows, which in- 
stantly began to shower upon them, he led the way 
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at full speed into the water, and in a few minutes chap. 
was in close combat with the enemy. Their left wing 
was almost immediately broken by the impetuosity 
of his charge; but his own was exposed to great 
danger by the rapidity of this movement, which in 
the passage of the river disordered the phalanx and 
left a gap in its centre. Thymondas and his Greeks 
took advantage of this opportunity to make a vigorous 
attack on the divisions to the left, which had been 
detained by greater difficulties in the crossing, and 
had not been able to keep up with those on the right. 
National emulation and animosity exasperated the 
conflict. The Greeks were eager for a trophy over 
the hitherto invincible phalanx : the Macedonians re- 
solute to maintain their own honour, and not to fail 
their king and comrades in the moment of victory. 
The issue might have been doubtful had not AleX' 
ander, after the enemy's left was put to flight, wheeled 
round and fallen upon the rest of his line, taking the 
mercenaries in flank. But the fortune of the day 
was decided sooner than it would have been by the 
mere efibrts of the combatants, through the timidity 
of Darius, who no sooner perceived the rout of his 
right wing, than he ordered his charioteer to turn 
the heads of his horses for flight. His cavalry had 
crossed the river to charge Parmenio's divisions, and 
was engaged in an obstinate combat: but when it 
was seen that the Great King was quitting the field, 
and that the mercenaries were overpowered by Alex- 
ander, it also gave way and joined the crowd of 
fugitives, through which it vainly endeavoured to find 
a passage. 

The aspect of the plain over which this vast mul- 
titude was flying in all directions, but chiefly toward 
the northern outlet, may be imagined, but cannot be 
adequately described in words. The carnage among 

Q 4 
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CHAP, the cavalry, which was encumbered with hea\y 
' ^^ ' armour, seems to have been greater in proportion 
than that of the infantry. It was estimated at more 
than 10,000 men : 100,000 are said to have fallen in 
the whole: and we need not suspect much exagge- 
ration in Ptolemy's assertion, that in the pursuit he 
crossed a gully which was filled up with heaps of 
slain. Darius pushed across the plain in his chariot, 
until he reached the foot of the northern hills: he 
then laid aside his bow, his shield, and his royal robe, 
and mounted a horse, which soon carried him out of 
the reach of his pursuers. His pusillanimity on this 
occasion seems to belie the reputation which he had 
gained for personal valour. Yet it is not difficult to 
conceive, that the courage with which in his private 
station he met a single enemy in equal combat, might 
fail him when he was set up in his chariot of state 
and his royal robes as part of a military pageant. 

Alexander, though he had received a slight wound 
in his thigh, joined in the pursuit till it was too dark 
to distinguish the objects before him. He could not 
come up with Darius himself, who had taken flight 
too early in the battle, but he lighted on the chariot 
which contained his arms and his robe, and sent them 
back to the camp. On his return, he found that the 
Persian camp had been plundered by his soldiers, — 
and to the Macedonians, though the most valuable 
part of the baggage had been sent to Damascus, it 
must have seemed to contain inestimable treasures — 
but the royal tent with all its furniture was reserved 
for himself. From a bath prepared with all the 
appliances of Eastern luxury, and steaming with the 
richest perfumes, he passed into the gorgeous pavilion, 
where a table had been spread as for the supper of 
Darius. And now, for the first time, he learnt what, 
in the eyes of his new subjects, belonged to the dig- 
nity of the Great King in his hours of recreation and 
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privacy.^ But before he began to refresh himself chap. 
after the fatigues of the day, his ears were struck by - ^^/^ - 
the wailings of women in an adjoining tent ; and on 
inquiry, he learnt that the mother and wife of Darius, 
having been informed that his chariot and arms were 
in the possession of the conquerors, had concluded 
that he had been slain, and were mourning over their 
supposed loss. Alexander immediately sent Leon- 
natus, one of the great officers who bore the title of 
somatophylax (bodyguard), to undeceive them, and 
to assure them that he did not mean to deprive them 
of any part of their ornaments or of the honours of 
royalty. It was no personal enmity, but an honour- 
able ambition, that had moved him to make war on 
Darius. The Greeks added a pleasing story, which 
to many readers has conveyed one of their earliest 
and not least correct impressions of Alexander's cha- 
racter : that the next morning he himself visited the 
captive princesses, attended by Hephaestion, whom, 
as there was no difference in their dress, they at first 
mistook for him: that he saluted Sisygambis with 
the title of mother, caressed the young prince, who, 
ne observed to his followers, showed a manlier spirit 
than his father, and assured all of his protection and 
favour. Yet this anecdote, if true, would scarcely 
have been omitted both by Ptolemy and Aristobulus : 
and perhaps Alexander showed a more delicate gene- 
rosity if he abstained from a visit, which, however 
kind and condescending his language and behaviour, 
could not but carry with it something like the air of 
a triumph. 

It is better attested that his chief attention was de- 
voted on the day after the battle to the care of the 
wounded, and the burial of the dead, which was 

J This perhaps is the meaning of the exclamation attributed to him by Plutarch 
(Al. 20.). 'Tovr* Jly, Sis 4oiKt, rh 0wn\*iifty, which otherwise would sound like 
either childbh wonder, or philofiophical Irony. 
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CHAP, splendidly solemnised with the attendance of the 
^ ^^^^' , whole army drawn up in battle array : that he pub- 
licly praised and rewarded those who had distin- 
guished themselves, and made several promotions 
among his officers. Balacrus, son of Nicanor, was 
appointed satrap of Cilicia, and Menes somatophylax 
in his room. He also celebrated his victory by an 
act of grace. He remitted fifty talents which were 
still in arrear, of the penalty which he had laid on 
Soli, and restored its hostages. Before he withdrew 
from the field of battle, he erected three altars on the 
banks of the Pinarus to the same deities — Zeus, Her- 
cules, and Athene, — to whom he had dedicated those 
which marked the places of his embarkation and his 
landing on the Hellespont. A new city called Nico- 
polis was afterwards founded as a more durable 
monument of the victory : but its site is no longer 
known. That which still preserves the conqueror's 
name (Scanderoon: the Issic Alexandria), was per- 
haps built on a different occasion, 
cjipture of He then took the road to Phoenicia ; but sent Par- 
menio forward, with a small detachment including the 
Thessalian cavalry, whom he selected for this service 
as a reward for their good conduct^, to seize the first 
fruits of his victory, the treasure deposited at Damas- 
cus. It included, beside the military chest, the most 
costly part of the wardrobe and furniture, both of 
Darius and his chief nobles. With it were a number 
of Persian ladies of the highest rank, with their chil- 
dren and retinues : several Persians of the first quality, 
who had probably taken refuge there after the battle : 
and envoys of Sparta and Athens, with two Thebans, 
who had accompanied Darius from Babylon. The 
number of persons of a lower class, including several 
hundred ministers of royal luxury — music girls, 
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1 Plut. Alei. 24. 
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cooks, confectioners, chaplet-weavers, perfumers, and 
the like^ — amounted to 30,000.^ On his road Par- 
menio fell in with a courier, who was bearing a letter 
to Alexander from the governor of Damascus, con- 
taining an offer to betray the treasure into his hands, 
and desiring him to send one of his generals with 
a small body of troops. Parmenio having read the 
letter, sent the courier back to Damascus. The 
treacherous governor, under pretence of flight, 
brought out the treasure — a load for 7000 beasts of 
burden, — beside the GangaboB (packmen), and the 
whole train of persons of all ranks who had accom- 
panied it. Parmenio, as if believing that they had 
come out with hostile intentions, ordered his cavalry 
to charge the defenceless multitude. This was a 
signal for indiscriminate plunder, in which a great 
part of the precious spoil was wasted. But upwards 
of 3000 talents, together with the principal captives, 
among whom were three daughters of Ochus, three of 
Mentor's, Memnon's widow and infant son, a niece of 
Darius, and the Greek ambassadors, were preserved 
for the king. Darius had one consolation under this 
misfortune : the traitor was killed by a loyal subject, 
who abhorred his perfidy, and laid his head at the feet 
of his injured master. 

^ Farmenio*8 letter (in Athensus, xiii. 87.) gives the precise numbers: 329 
music girls (iroAAoic/Saf fiowrovpyoius)y 4S chaplet-weavers, 40 unguent-makers, and 
406 persons, who, under various denominations, for which we have hardly corre- 
sponding terms, belonged to the Great King's maiion de bouche, 

' Curtius, III. 13. 
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The spoil of Damascus was not the most important 
advantage which Alexander reaped from the battle of 
Issus. It averted a danger, which, notwithstanding 
Memnon's death, had continued to give him occasion 
for much uneasiness; for he was still threatened with 
a diversion in his rear — a general rising of the Greeks 
and an invasion of Macedonia — which might have 
interrupted, even if it did not finally defeat his 
enterprise. 

Memnon,on his death-bed, had appointed his nephew 
Phamabazus, the son of Artabazus, to succeed him in 
his government until the King's pleasure should be 
known. Pharnabazus and Autophradates prosecuted 
the siege of Mitylenc with such vigour, that the inha- 
bitants were reduced to capitulate, on the conditions 
that the mercenaries in their pay should be allowed 
to depart : that they should take down the columns 
which contained their treaty with Alexander, and 
should enter into alliance with Darius on the terms 
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of the peace of Antalcidas, and should recal their chap. 
exiled citizens — the anti-Macedonian party — and - 

restore one half of their confiscated property. But 
the Persian generals were no sooner masters of the 
town, than they introduced a garrison commanded by 
an ofiicer of their own ; created Diogenes, one of the 
exiles, tyrant ; and levied arbitrary contributions, both 
on the city and on opulent individuals. Pharnabazus 
was soon after confirmed by Darius in the authority 
which he had received from his uncle, and, having 
sent Datames, a Persian ofiicer, with ten galleys to the 
Cyclades, sailed at the head of one hundred, with 
Autophradates, against Tenedos, which was forced to 
submit on terms similar to those which had been 
accepted by Mitylen^. Datames however was sur- 
prised near Siphnus by Proteas, a Macedonian officer, 
who had been sent by Antipater to collect ships from 
Euboea and Peloponnesus, and was returning with 
fifteen galleys, with which he took eight out of the 
Persian squadron, with all their crews. Datames 
himself escaped with two to the main fleet. Phar- 
nabazus and Autophradates then bent their course 
southward, and having in their passage left a garrison 
in Chios, where a part of their navy was stationed, 
they despatched a squadron to Cos and Halicarnassus ; 
and themselves, with one hundred of their fastest 
sailors, made for Siphnus. Here they received a visit 
from Agis, king of Sparta, who came in a single galley 
to request a subsidy, and as large an armament as they 
could spare, for the purpose of -withdrawing Pelopon- 
nesus from the Macedonian alliance. It was at this 
juncture that the news of the battle of Issus was 
brought to the fleet. It immediately put an end to 
whatever plans had been concerted for hostile ope- 
rations in Greece. Pharnabazus sailed back with 
twelve galleys to Chios, where he feared that the in- 
telligence might produce a reaction in favour of Alex- 
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CHAP, ander. Agis received thirty talents and ten galleys 
> ^ ■ from Autophradates, but did not himself return with 
them: he sent them to his brother Agesilaus, who was 
at Taenarus — a great place of rendezvous for merce- 
nary troops — and directed him to sail with them to 
Crete, and secure it for the Spartan or anti-Macedonian 
interest. He himself, after some stay in the islands, 
followed Autophradates to Halicamassus. 

Thus then Alexander had nothing more to fear on 
this side for the present. But it was not the less his 
foremost object to guard against the recurrence of 
this danger, and to deprive the Persian government 
of all means of aiding the Greeks in their attempts 
for the recovery of their independence. He saw that 
if he once msule himself master of Phoenicia and 
Egypt, the Persians would be deserted by the best 
part of their galleys, which were furnished by the 
Phoenician cities, and would be unable to repair the 
loss. His authority would then be undisputed in all 
the provinces of the empire west of the Euphrates. 

Darius had continued his flight without intermis- 
sion until he had crossed the river at Thapsacus, where 
he arrived with about 4000 fugitives, who had sue- 
cessively joined his train ; and then first felt himself 
out of immediate peril. The rest of the barbarian 
host was probably for the most part irretrievably dis- 
persed : though Curtius speaks of a body which was 
again collected by some of the surviving generals in 
Cappadocia, and which they found means of recruit- 
ing by fresh levies in that and the adjacent provinces. 
Four of the Greek officers, Amyntas, Thymondas, 
Aristomedes a Thessalian of Pherae, and Bianor an 
Acamanian, with about 8000 mercenaries, taking a 
circuitous route over the mountains, came down to 
Tripolis, on the coast of Phoenicia, before Alexander 
had quitted the field of battle. Here they found the 
afaips which had brought their men from Lesbos, and 
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having seized as many as they required to embark in, 
burnt the rest, and crossed over to Cyprus. Amyntas, 
it seems, conceived the bold project of making himself 
master of Eg}'pt. Whether he obtained the concur- 
rence of his colleagues, does not appear ; but he cer- 
tainly took the lead in the enterprise. Sabaces, the 
satrap of Egypt, had fallen in the battle ; and Amyn- 
tas, pretending that he had a commission from Darius, 
gained admittance at Pelusium. He then dropped the 
mask, and calling on the Egyptians to shake off the 
hated yoke of Persia, marched against Memphis. He 
was joined by a great number of the natives, and 
Mazaces, the Persian commander of Memphis, having 
marched out to give him battle, was defeated, and 
forced to take shelter behind the walls. But the 
victors were elated with this success, and thrown off 
their guard. They suffered themselves to be sur- 
prised by Mazaces, while dispersed in quest of booty 
in the neighbourhood of the city, and Amyntas was 
slain, with almost all his men. 

Darius indeed had the force of the greater part of 
his empire still entire, and at his command. The 
troops of the eastern satrapies, including some of the 
most warlike in his dominions, had already been 
summoned to the royal standard ; and it was only 
the length of time necessary for bringing them 
together that seems to have prevented him from 
marching into Cilicia with this additional incum- 
brance. They were now on their way toward Baby- 
lon ; and he might expect, in the course of a few 
months, to see himself at the head of a still more 
numerous host than he had commanded at Issus. 
He appears to have believed at first that Alexander 
would follow up his victory, without delay, by an 
active pursuit ; and it was perhaps partly with the 
view of gaining time, that he no sooner reached a 
place of safety, than he began to sound Alexander's 
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CHAP, temper by overtures of negotiation. Even however 
I / 9 if his army had been already assembled, he would 
certainly not have been eager to renew the contest. 
He had probably not made up his mind as to the full 
extent of the sacrifices which he would submit to for 
the sake of peace : and he therefore sent two envoys 
to Alexander — who had now reached Marathiis, a 
Phoenician city on the coast, over against the isle of 
Aradus — with a letter, couched in terms which 
pledged him to nothing, but opened the way for a 
Letter of pacific discussiou. He assumed the tone of remon- 
^^*^"*' strance, as one who had sufiered an unprovoked ag- 
gression. He reminded Alexander that his father 
had been on terms of peace and alliance with Ochus, 
but on the accession of Arses had commenced hosti- 
lities, without any just cause, against Persia : and that 
since he himself had mounted the throne, Alexander, 
instead of sending an embassy to renew the ancient 
amicable relations between the two kingdoms, had 
invaded his territories, and forced him to wage war 
in self-defence. He was now reduced, by the chance 
of war, to make a request : such however as one king 
might becomingly address to another ; that Alexander 
would restore his mother, wife, and children. He 
himself was willing to become Alexander's friend and 
ally, and desired that he would send ministers with 
the two Persian envoys, to treat with him. 

The Persian envoys had been instructed to urge 
the request contained in their master's letter by word 
of mouth. Alexander sent Thersippus along with 
them, charged with a letter to Darius, but with 
orders to abstain from oral communications on the 
Alexander*! subject. The letter was a kind of manifesto, in which 
'**'*^' he vindicated the justice of his proceedings by various 
reasons, as good, at least, as the strong are usually 
able to find for attacking the weak. He began like 
the wolf in the fable. The ancestors of Darius had 
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invaded Macedonia and Greece, and he had been chap. 
appointed by the Greeks their general, and had come . ^' > 
over to Asia, to avenge their wrongs and his own. 
Ochus had furnished succours to Perinthus and the 
Thracians against Philip. It was through the ma- 
chinations of the Persian court that Philip had been 
murdered ; and his death had been made a subject of 
boastful exultation in its public letters. Darius 
himself had been the accomplice of Bagoas in the 
murder of Arses, and had usurped the throne of 
Persia : he had endeavoured to excite the Greeks to 
war against Macedonia, and had offered subsidies to 
Sparta, and to other states, which indeed had been 
accepted only by Sparta ; but his agents had succeeded 
in corrupting many private persons, and had been 
incessantly labouring to disturb the tranquillity of 
Greece. His invasion therefore had been undertaken 
on just grounds. But since the gods had crowned 
his arms with victory, none of those who had trusted 
themselves to his clemency had found reason to regret 
their choice. He therefore invited Darius himself to 
come to him, as to the lord of Asia. He might be- 
forehand receive pledges of his personal safety, and 
might then ask with confidence for his mother, wife, 
and children, and for whatever else he could desire. 
In future, he must address Alexander as the king of 
Asia, in the style not of an equal, but of a subject, or 
must expect to be treated as an enemy. If however 
he disputed his claim to sovereignty, let him wait for 
his coming, and try the event of another contest. 
He might rest assured, that Alexander would seek 
him wherever he might be found. 

At Marathus, Alexander likewise received the Greek March 
envoys to the Persian court, who had been taken at Phoenicia. 
Damascus: Euthycles, the Spartan; the Thebans, 
Thessaliscus, son of Ismenias, and Dionysodorus, who 
had gained an Olympic prize ; and Iphicrates, a son of 

VOL. VI. R 
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CHAP, the famous general of the same name. The Thebans 
' he immediately released, both in pity to Thebes, and 
because it seemed excusable that men whom he had 
deprived of their country should seek what aid they 
could obtain for themselves and for it from his enemies. 
The high birth of Thessaliscus, and the Olympic vic- 
tory of Dionysodorus, also, it is said, weighed with 
him in their favour, though he did not share the 
admiration with which gymnastic feats were com- 
monly regarded. Iphicrates he retained at his court; 
but, both for his countr}''s sake, and his father's, 
always treated him in the most honourable manner, 
and after his death sent his bones to his family 
at Athens. Euthycles, as a citizen of an avowedly 
hostile state, who had no personal claims on his in- 
dulgence, he for a while kept in confinement, though 
not, it is added, in chains : and even him he released, 
when his fortune had reached a height from which he 
might safely despise such enemies. 

On his road to Phcenicia, Alexander had been met 
by Straton, son of the king of Aradus, Gerostratus, 
whose territory included Marathus and several other 
toAvns on the main. Gerostratus himself, with all the 
other Phoenician and Cyprian princes, was serving in 
the Persian fleet, under Autophradates. Yet Straton 
brought a golden crown to the conqueror, and sur- 
rendered all the cities in his father's dominions into 
his hands. As he advanced from Marathus, Byblus 
capitulated to him; and Sidon, where every heart 
burnt with hatred of Persia, hailed him as her de- 
liverer. Thus he proceeded without resistance toward 
Tyre. And even from this great city he received a 
deputation on his way, composed of the most illus- 
trious citizens, among whom was the king's son, 
bringing a golden crown, and a present of provisions 
for the army, and announcing that the Tyrians had 
resolved to obey all his commands. 
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It seems that the language in which this message 
was conveyed intimated something as to the limits of 
that obedience which the Tyrians were willing to pay. 
It was not meant that it should extend so far as 
totally to resign their independence. This Alexander 
probably understood, and nothing could satisfy him 
short of absolute submission, and full possession of 
so important a place. But he met the offers of the 
Tyrians, as if they had been made in the sense which 
he required: and bade the envoys apprise their 
fellow-citizens, that it was his intention to cross over 
to their island, and offer a sacrifice to Melkart, the 
Phoenician Hercules, whom he chose to consider as 
one with the hero of Argos and Thebes. This was 
perhaps the least offensive way of bringing the matter 
to an issue ; and it obliged the Tyrians to speak their 
mind more plainly. They now informed him that in 
all other points he should find them ready to submit 
to his pleasure, but that they would not admit either 
a Persian or a Macedonian Avithin their walls; and 
they begged that he would celebrate the sacrifice 
which he wished to offer in Old Tyre, which lay on 
the coast opposite to their island city, where their 
god had another, and probably a much more ancient 
sanctuary. Alexander indignantly dismissed their 
ambassadors, and called a council of his principal 
officers, in which he declared his intention of be- 
sieging Tyre, and thought fit to explain the reasons 
which rendered this undertaking necessary, arduous 
as it was. He observed that it would be unsafe to 
invade Egypt, so long as the Persians commanded 
the sea, and that to advance into the interior against 
Darius, while Tyre remained neutral or vacillating, 
and while Cyprus and Egypt were in the enemy's 
hands, would be to let the war be transferred to 
Greece, where Sparta was openly hostile, and Athens 
only withheld from the avowal of her enmity by fear. 

B 2 
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CHAP. On the other hand the reduction of Tyre would be 
' attended with the submission of all Phoenicia, and 
the Phoenician fleet, the strength of the Persian navy, 
would soon pass over to the power which possessed 
the cities by which it had been equipped, and to which 
the crews belonged. Cyprus would then speedily fall, 
and there would be no further obstacle to the conquest 
of Egypt. They might then set out for Babylon, 
leaving all secure on the side of Greece, and with the 
proud consciousness that they had already severed all 
the provinces west of the Euphrates from the Persian 
empire. 
RC. 332. The motives which induced Alexander to undertake 
siege of the siege of Tyre are more evident than those which 
led the Tyrians to defy his power, after so many of 
the other Phoenician cities had submitted to him. 
We cannot indeed be surprised that they should not 
have been more willing than the people of Aspendus 
to admit the Macedonians within their walls : but still 
it was probably something very different from an in- 
stinctive love of independence that animated them to 
resistance. The main ground of their conduct seems 
to have been more in the nature of a conunercial 
calculation of expediency. The issue of the contest 
between Alexander and Darius was still doubtful: 
notwithstanding his past success the Macedonian con- 
queror might meet the fate of the younger Cyrus in 
some future field of battle. If the Persians should 
ever recover their lost provinces, Tyre might look 
forward to the remission of her tribute, the extension 
of her territory, and other rewards of her fidelity, 
sho^vn as it would have been at so perilous a juncture. 
Perhaps she even indulged a hope that she might 
have the glory of arresting the invader's progress, and 
of giving a decisive turn to the war in favour of Da- 
rius. In any case the Tyrians believed their city to 
be impregnable so long as they were superior at sea, 
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and they did not anticipate the manner in which the chap. 
state of affairs in this respect was soon to be changed. . ^' 
It is highly probable — though the fact is not men- 
tioned by Arrian who touches very slightly on their 
motives — that they were encouraged by promises of 
succour from their powerful colony Carthage^, which 
assiduously kept up her connection with her parent 
city by periodical embassies and pious offerings. Still 
it seems that there was a numerous party within 
which disapproved of this policy. For we are in- 
formed that many of the citizens^ dreamt that Apollo 
— whose statue, part of the spoils of Gela^, they had 
received from the Carthaginians — had declared to 
them that he was about to leave the city. And it was 
thought necessary, either for the purpose of detaining 
the god, or of quieting the popular uneasiness, to 
adopt an expedient similar to that which many years 
before had been employed by the Ephesians in a like 
emergency^ ; to fasten the statue of Apollo, who was 
denounced as a friend of Alexander^, by a golden 
chain to the altar of Melkart. On the other hand 
Alexander seems to have thought it prudent to raise 
the spirits of his troops by assurances of divine 
assistance, in an enterprise which appeared to surpass 
human ability. He too related that he had seen 
Hercules in a dream taking him by the hand, and 
leading him within the walls of his city : a sign, as 
Aristander interpreted it, of success, though in a 
Herculean labour. 

An ordinary conqueror might indeed himself have 
needed such assurances to encourage him, when he 
was about to attack a place so prepared for defence as 
Tyre at this time was both by nature and art. The 



» Curtlu8, IV. 2. 11. 

' Plut. Alex. 24. Curtius bas only one dreamer. 
" Dlodorus, XIII. 108. * See Vol. H. p. 181. 

* Plut. u. s. *A\€lai^purr^v KoXovyrts. 
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CHAP, island on which the city stood was separated from the 
■ ^ ■ main by a channel half a mile broad, through which, 
in rough weather, the sea rushed with great violence. 
This strait was indeed shallow on the side of the 
Phoenician coast, but near the island became three 
fathoms deep. The walls, which rose from the edge of 
the cliflfs, were 150 feet high on the land side, and com- 
posed of huge blocks of stone, cemented with mortar. 
The city was abundantly stocked with provisions and 
military stores, contained a number of copious springs, 
was filled with an industrious and intelligent popu- 
lation, expert in all the arts of naval warfare, and 
possessed mechanists and engineers not inferior it 
seems to any that were to be found in the Macedonian 
camp. Though the greater part of the Tyrian fleet 
was absent in the Persian service, there still remained 
a sufficient number of galleys of war, and of smaller 
craft, both for the defence of the harbours — for there 
were two, one on the north, the other on the south side 
of the island — and for the annoyance of the enemy. 

Alexander had no naval force which he could imme- 
diately oppose to this. His plan was soon formed : he 
resolved to carry a causeway through the channel, and 
when it had reached the foot of the walls, to batter 
them from it with his engines. To provide materials 
for the work, he demolished the remaining buildings 
of Old Tyre. The forests of Libanus furnished an 
ample supply of timber. The real difficulty of the 
undertaking was not perceived until the dam had 
been carried half way across the water. For so long 
the depth was trifling, the piles and stones were easily 
sunk and firmly fixed in the muddy bottom, and the 
work was carried on without hinderance. But as the 
depth increased, while the work itself became more 
and more laborious and difficult, it was at the same 
time exposed to all the interruptions which the be- 
sieged could devise to retard its progress. It now 
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came within reach of the missiles which they dis- 
charged from the top of the walls ; and the Tyrian 
galleys taking their station at a short distance, 
incessantly annoyed the workmen, who were not 
armed to sustain these attacks. Alexander however 
ordered two wooden towers to be erected near the 
extremity of the mole, covered with hides, and sur- 
mounted with engines, so as both to shelter the 
workmen and repel the assailants. The Tyrians now 
prepared a more formidable mode of attack. A horse 
transport was filled with dry twigs and other com- 
bustibles, over which they poured pitch and brimstone. 
In the forepart an additional space was inclosed, so as 
to form a huge basket for the reception of these 
materials, in the midst of which were fixed two masts, 
which at the ends of their yard-arms supported two 
cauldrons filled with an inflammable liquid. The 
stem was raised high above the water by means of 
ballast heaped near the stem. The besieged, having 
waited for a favourable breeze, towed the ship behind 
two galleys toward the mole, and when it came near 
set it on fire, and, seconded by the wind, ran it on 
the end of the mole between the towers. The flames 
soon caught them : but the conflagration did not 
reach its full height, until the masts gave way, and 
discharged the contents of the cauldrons on the 
blazing pile. To render it the more eff^ectual, the 
men on board the galleys from a convenient distance 
plied the towers with their arrows, so as to defeat 
every attempt that was made to extinguish the fire. 
A shoal of boats now came ofi* from the harbours 
filled with people, who soon tore up the piles, and 
set fire to all the machines which had not been over- 
taken by the flames of the burning ship. The ruin 
of the work which had cost so much time and labour 
was completed in a few hours. Alexander however 
was not disheartened : he gave orders that a new mole 
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CHAP, should be begun, of greater breadth, so as to be 
• capable of receiving more towers, and that new 
engines should be constructed. But as he now be- 
came aware that, without some naval force to oppose 
to the Tyrians, he should find the difficulties of the 
siege insurmountable, he repaired in person to Sidon, 
with a detachment of light troops, to collect as many 
galleys as he could. Here he found himself already 
in possession of one of the advantages which he had 
expected from the reduction of Tyre, which, accruing 
earlier than he had hoped, proved the main instru- 
ment of his success. 

Gerostratus, king of Aradus, and Enylus of Byblus, 
as soon as they heard that he had become master of 
their cities, quitted the Persian fleet, with their squad- 
rons, and with a part of the Sidonian galleys ; so that 
Alexander was joined at Sidon by eighty sail of Phoe- 
nician ships. About the same time came in ten from 
Rhodes, as many from Lycia, three from Soli and 
Mallus, and his own victorious captain, Proteas, from 
Macedonia. And these were followed not long after 
by the Cypriot princes with 120 galleys. He had now 
an armament of nearly 250 saU at his orders. While 
it went through a course of training for a sea-fight, 
and while the machines were in preparation, he made 
an excursion, with some squadrons of horse and a 
body of light troops, into the range of Anti-Libanus, 
and having reduced the mountaineers to submission, 
within eleven days returned to Sidon, where he found 
a reinforcement of 4000 Greek soldiers, who had been 
brought by Oleander from Peloponnesus. He then 
set sail for Tyre in line of battle, himself, as on shore, 
commanding the right wing, and Craterus the left. 
The Tyrians it seems expected his approach and were 
prepared to meet him ; but they had not heard of the 
arrival of the Phcenician and Cyprian galleys, which 
perhaps they rather hoped to have seen on their own 
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side : and when they saw the numbers which he chap. 

brought with him, they gave up all thoughts of re- ■ » 

sistance, and only used their galleys to block up the 
mouths of their harbours. Alexander, when he came 
up, found the northern harbour too well secured to be 
attacked, though he sunk three of the enemy's galleys 
which were moored on the outside, and captured one 
which was consecrated to the tutelary god. The next 
day he stationed the Cypriots under the command of 
Andromachus near the entrance of this harbour, and 
the Phoenicians near the other, in the same quarter 
where his own tent was pitched. 

In the mean while the mole had been restored, and 
was actively carried forward: engineers had been 
collected in great numbers from Phcenicia and Cyprus, 
and had constructed abundance of engines, which were 
planted, some on the mole, others on transports and on 
the heavier galleys. These vessels at first found the 
approach very much impeded by a bed of stones which 
the besieged had carried out into the sea from the foot 
of the cliffs; and the attempts which the Macedo- 
nians made to remove this obstacle were for some time 
thwarted by the dexterity and boldness of the Tyrian 
divers, who cut the cables of the ships which were 
anchored for the purpose of drawing up the stones. 
Chain cables were at length substituted, and the pas- 
sage was then rapidly cleared by machines, which 
raised the stones out of their bed, and hurled them 
into the deep water. The walls were now assailed by 
the engines on every side : and the contest grew closer 
and hotter than it had ever been. Every contrivance 
that ingenuity quickened by fear could suggest was 
tried by the besieged to ward off these attacks. Very 
ftimous in particular was one, which is not the less cre- 
dible because Arrian's authors seemed to have passed 
it over in silence : the invention of shields filled with 
heated sand, which they were made to discharge on the 
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CHAP, assailants, and which penetrating between their armour 
. ^' . and their skin, inflicted indescribable tortures. Still 
the means of attack kept growing on the resources of 
defence. Dejection began to spread within the walls ; 
and there were some who proposed to renew a horrid 
rite, which had long fallen into disuse : the sacrifice of 
a boy of good family to Moloch. It does honour to 
the Tyrian government, that it did not either humour 
this bloody superstition, or give way to despair ; it 
was policy perhaps — to check all thoughts of capitu- 
lation — rather than ferocity that induced it to execute 
its Macedonian prisoners on the top of the walls, and 
to cast their bodies, in the sight of the besiegers, into 
the sea^ ; but it directed the energy of the people to 
better expedients. It made a vigorous attempt to 
surprise the Cyprian squadron stationed near the 
northern harbour, and would have gained a complete 
victory over it ; but Alexander, having received timely 
notice of the sally, sailed round unobserved, turned 
the fortune of the day, and sunk or took most of the 
enemy's ships. All hopes from ofi*ensive measures 
were crushed by this blow ; the safety of the city now 
rested chiefly in the strength of its walls. 

Even these, after several fruitless attempts had been 
made in other quarters, began to give way on the south 
side ; and a breach was opened, which Alexander tried, 
but did not find immediately practicable. Three days 
after however, when a calm favoured the approach of 
the vessels, he gave orders for a general attack. It 
was to be made on all sides at once, to distract the 
attention of the besieged ; and the fleet was at the 
same time to sail up to both the harbours, in the hope 
that in the midst of the tumult it might force an en- 
trance into one of them. But the main assault was 
to be directed against the breach that had been already 

> Arrian, ir. 24. Curtius (iv. 2. 15.) makes them to be heralds. 




SIEGE OF TYRE. 251 

formed. The vessel^ which bore the engines were first 
brought up to play upon it ; and when it had been 
sufficiently widened, were followed by two galleys, 
with landing boards and the men who were to mount 
it. One was commanded by Admetus, and was filled 
with troops of the guard, and in this Alexander him- 
self embarked. The other bore a detachment of the 
phalanx belonging to the division commanded by 
Coenus. Admetus and his men were the first to effect 
a landing, animated by the immediate presence of 
their king, who, after he had paused awhile to observe 
and animate the exertions of his warriors, himself 
mounted the breach. When the Macedonians had 
once gained a firm footing, the issue of the conflict, 
notwithstanding the desperate resistance of the be- 
sieged, did not long remain doubtful. Admetus in- 
deed, who led the way, was slain: but Alexander 
soon made himself master of two towers and the 
intervening curtain, through which the troops from 
the other vessel poured in after him, and he then 
advanced along the walls to the royal palace, which 
stood on the highest ground, that he might descend 
from it with the greater ease into the heart of the 
city. The Tyrians, seeing the wall taken, abandoned 
their fortifications, and collected their forces in one 
of the public places, where they gallantly made head 
against their assailants. But in the mean while both 
the harbours had been forced, their ships sunk or 
driven ashore, and the besiegers landed to join their 
comrades in the city. It soon became a scene of 
unresisted carnage and plunder. The Macedonians, 
exasperated by the length and labours of the siege, 
which had lasted seven months, and by the execution 
of their comrades, spared none that fell into their 
hands. The king — whom the Greeks call Azelmicus 
— with the principal inhabitants, and some Cartha- 
ginian envoys who had been sent with the usual ofier- 
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ings to Melkart, took refuge in his sanctuary : and 
these alone, according to Arrian, were exempted from 
the common lot of death or slavery. It was an act of 
clemency, by which the conqueror at the same time 
displayed his piety to the god. Of the rest 8000 
perished in the first slaughter, and 30,000, including 
a number of foreign residents, were sold as slaves. 
But if we may believe Curtius, 15,000 were rescued 
by the Sidonians, who first hid them in their galleys, 
and afterwards transported them to Sidon — not, it 
must be presumed, without Alexander's connivance 
or consent. 

It sounds incredible, that he should have ordered 
2000 of the prisoners to be crucified ; though he might 
have inflicted such a punishment on those who had 
taken the leading part in the butchery of the Mace- 
donians. But, after the king and the principal citi- 
zens had been spared, it is not easy to understa^nd 
why any others should have sufifered on this account. 

So fell Tyre, the rich, and beautiful^, and proud, 
in arts and arms the queen of merchant cities. The 
conqueror celebrated his victory with a solemn mili- 
tary and naval procession, sacrifice, and games, in 
honour of the tutelary god who had thus fulfilled his 
promise, and, though after the labour of so many 
months, had at length brought him into his city. He 
dedicated the engine which had first shattered the 
wall, and the sacred galley, in the sanctuary of Mel- 
kart. Tyre was still occupied as a fortress, and soon 
recovered some measure of her ancient prosperity, 
which it preserved for some centuries under the shade 
of the Roman empire : and, after a long period of 
almost utter desolation, seems again to be lifting up 
her head, though in a very humble condition, in our 
days. But Alexander's work, which changed her 

' Eieklel, zzvii. 
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island into a peninsula, put an end for ever to her chap. 
power and independence, and is now almost the only ■ 
monument remaining of her ancient greatness.^ 

We do not know how far the delay which she 
opposed to the progress of the Macedonian arms, 
engaged the attention of the Persian court. But if 
Darius ever conceived any hopes from it, or ever 
thought of taking advantage of it, this can only have 
been so long as his fleet continued to command the 
sea. When it was deserted by the Phoenician and 
Cyprian galleys, he had no longer any means of 
relieving Tyre, unless by an expedition over land, 
which certainly never entered his thoughts. On the 
contrary, before the siege was ended, though probably 
after Alexander had been joined by the squadrons of 
Cyprus and Phoenicia, he sent another embassy to 
him with more definite overtures. His ambassadors Proposals 
now oflfered 10,000 talents as the ransom of his ° "^ 
family, the cession of all the provinces west of the 
Euphrates, and the hand of his daughter Barsine^, 
as conditions of peace and alliance. Alexander laid 
these proposals before his council : and Parmenio 
declared, that if he were Alexander, he should accept 
them. So should /, the king is reported to have, 
answered, were I Parmenio. His own prospects 
stretched far beyond the old man's desires : and the 
acquisition did not tempt him the more because it 
might be made without farther toil or danger. He 
replied in the same strain as before. The gold and 
the land which Darius offered were already his own ; 

' There seems to be little doubt that Sour occupies the place of Tyre : though 
Niebuhr, who visited it in 1766, and found there a spring (which has been 
described by other travellers) rising out of a basin of large hewn stones, observes 
(vol. iiL p. 78.) that the isthmus seemed to hira a natural one, which had been 
once intersected by an artificial channel that had afterwards been choked up with 
sand, and he therefore questions the site. Sour was then a rising village : in 
1816, Mr. Buckingham found it a well-built thriving town, of about 800 houses. 
Niebuhr's stay seems to have been too short for acciirate obsen'ations. 

* Curtius, IV. 5. 1. ; and Plutarch (De Alex. Fort. 11.6.) calls her Statira. 
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CHAP, nor would he accept a part of his treasures or his 
' empire instead of the whole. If he chose to marry 
the princess, he did not need her father's consent. 
If Darius desired to receive his favours, he must come 
in person as a suppliant. Darius was now convinced 
that he had no alternative beside submission or another 
trial of strength, and he applied his whole attention 
to his military preparations. 
Siege of In the summer of 332 Alexander set forward on 

his march toward Egypt, accompanied by the fleet, 
which he had placed under the orders of Hephsestion. 
But he was still to be detained by another obstacle in 
Syria : for Darius had subjects who were more faithful 
to him than he was to himself. An eunuch named 
Batis ^, who had the command of Gaza near the southern 
frontier of Palestine, trusting to the strength of the 
place, which was built on an artificial mound rising 
out of a sandy level partly covered by the inunda- 
tions of the sea, and fortified with a very high wall, 
having taken a body of Arabians into his pay, and 
laid in a stock of provisions sufficient for a long siege, 
resolved to defend it. Alexander immediately ordered 
engines to be constructed for an assault : but his 
engineers declared that they were unable to invent 
any of such power as to make an impression on walls 
of such height. He then ordered a mound to be 
raised to the foot of the walls on the south side, 
where they were most accessible, to afford a basis for 
his machines ; and when it had reached a sufficient 
height, the engines were brought up to batter them. 
Alexander had been induced to keep for a time out 
of the reach of the enemy's missiles by his soothsayer 
Aristander, who discovered from the fall of a stone 
which a bird dropt on him while he was sacrificing, 
that he should take the place, but that his own person 

* According to Josephus (Ant Jud. zi. 8. 3.), Babemeses. 
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was in danger. The assault however had not long chap. 

begun, before the besieged made a sally with lighted w-v-! r 

torches, and set fire to the machines, while, having 
the advantage of the higher ground, they drove the 
Macedonians toward the edge of the terrace. Alex- 
ander no longer heeded the soothsayer's warning, but 
hastened up with his guard to support them; and, 
though he could not save the engines, forced the 
enemy back within their walls. But during the 
combat he was wounded by a dart from a machine, 
which penetrated both through shield and corslet into 
his shoulder. The wound however, though severe, 
animated him with a joyful hope that the rest of the 
prediction would be fulfilled: and while he himself 
remained under the hands of his surgeons, who found 
the cure slow and diflicult, he ordered the engines 
which he had used at the siege of Tyre, and which 
he had left there, to be fetched, and the mound to be 
carried on, until it had reached the height of 250 feet, 
and the breadth of a quarter of a mile.^ When his 
preparations were completed, and he himself was again 
able to take the field, he renewed his attack both by 
battering and undermining the walls. Thrice never- 
theless the assailants were repulsed : but in the fourth 
attempt a great breach was opened, which enabled 
them to fix their scaling-ladders. Neoptolemus, a 
relative of the king's by the mother's side, was the 
first who reached the top : he was followed by many, 
who soon opened the gates from within to their com- 
rades. Yet the besieged still fought, until every man 
was put to the sword : the women and children were 
sold. Alexander introduced a new population into 

' Arrian (ii. 27.) seems to say that it was carried all round the city (iv k6k\^ 
vdyroOty t^j ir6\fus). Droysen olu'ccts that such a work was unnecessary, and 
would have demanded a much longer time than was occupied hy the siege. In 
this he is probably right : but it is another question whether Arrian's words will 
admit the sense which he assigns to them : that the mound was concentric with 
the city wall. 
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CHAP, the place from the neighbouring towns, and used it 
. ^' ' as a fortress. 



Jerusalem. A Jcwish tradition preserved by Josephus^, related 
that, after the reduction of Gaza, Alexander again 
turned northward, and marched to Jerusalem, where 
the high priest Jaddus, from whom he had demanded 
troops and a supply of provisions during the siege of 
Tyre, had ventured to resist his will, pleading the 
loyalty which he owed to his lawful sovereign, the 
Persian king. As he approached the Holy City, he 
was met by the greater part of the inhabitants in 
their white feast-day robes, and by the priests and 
Levites, with the high-priest at their head, in their 
sacerdotal vestments. The Chaldeans and Phoeni- 
cians — ancient enemies of the Jewish name — who 
accompanied Alexander, hoped for leave to plunder 
the city, and to execute his vengeance on the refractory 
high-priest. But the conqueror — like Attila at the 
sight of Leo and his clergy — was struck with pious 
awe by the spectacle, and to the surprise of his at- 
tendants, was seen to advance alone toward the high- 
priest, and to bow as in adoration before him. He 
afterwards declared that such was the figure which 
he had seen in a dream at Dium, when it had cheered 
him with a promise of success in the enterprise which 
he was then meditating. Having been thus convinced 
of the power of the Deity whom Jaddus served, he 
went up to the temple and sacrificed according to the 
Jewish ritual : honoured the priests with munificent 
gifts, and the nation with extraordinary privileges, 
which he denied to the envious and malignant Sama- 
ritans, though they pretended affinity with the Jews. 
We cannot be surprised that a story, so exactly 
fitted to please Jewish cars, that the Samaritans, only 
changing the scene and persons, applied it to them- 

> Antiq. XI. a 5. 
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selves, should not be found either in Arrian or Cur- chap. 
tius. On the other hand it certainly is strange, if > 

there was any foundation for the story, that no 
mention should have been made by our best authors 
of any visit of Alexander to Jerusalem. Arrian indeed 
seems to contradict the main fact related by Josephus: 
for he says that, after the fall of Tyre, all the cities of 
Palestine, except Gaza, submitted to the conqueror. 
If so, Alexander's appearance before Jerusalem cannot 
have been a threatening one : and the motive of his 
visit would seem to have been only the satisfaction of 
a natural curiosity. But then Josephus must have 
been mistaken as to the time of the occurrence, which 
must have happened either before the siege of Gaza — 
as Arrian may be supposed to intimate — or some 
months later, in the army's second passage through 
Palestine. It is difficult to decide between these two 
conjectures: but in other respects the story, notwith- 
standing the silence of the Greeks, is probably well 
founded. The respect paid by Alexander to the 
Jewish religion, and even the fiction of the dream, are 
perfectly consistent with his character and policy, if 
they do not stamp the substance of the narrative with 
an unquestionable mark of truth. It is certain how- 
ever that Syria was left subject to Andromachus, 
who succeeded Parmenio in the government of Da- 
mascus. 

The siege of Gaza had occupied, it seems, three or March to 
four months ; and it was perhaps not before December ^^^^^t. 
332, that Alexander began his expedition to Egypt. 
Here he might safely reckon not merely on an easy 
conquest, but on an ardent reception, from a people 
who burnt to shake off the Persian tyranny, and had 
even welcomed and supported the adventurer Amyn- 
tas. Mazaces himself, as soon as he heard of the 
battle of Issus, became aware that all resistance to 
Alexander would be useless, and met him with a 

VOL. VI. » 
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voluntary submission. At Pelusium he found tLe 
fleet, and having left a garrison in the fortress, ordered 
it to proceed up the Nile as far as Memphis, while 
he marched across the desert. Near Heliopolis he 
crossed the river, and joined the fleet at Memphis. 
Here he conciliated the Egyptians by the honours 
which he piiid to all their gods, especially to Apis, 
who had been so cruelly insulted by the Persian in- 
vaders; but at the same time he exhibited a new 
spectacle to the natives, a musical and gymnastic 
contest, for which he had collected the most celebrated 
artists from all parts of Greece. He then embarked, 
and dropped down the western or Canobic arm of the 
river to Canobus, to survey the extremity of the 
Delta on that side, and having sailed round the lake 
Mareotis, landed on the narrow belt of low ground 
which parts it from the sea, and is sheltered from the 
violence of the northern gales, which would otherwise 
desolate and overwhelm it, by a long ridge of rock, 
then separated from the main land by a channel, 
nearly a mile (seven stades) broad, and forming the 
B.c.a3i. isle of Pharos. On this site stood the village of 
Foundati<m Racotis, where the ancient kings of Egypt had sta- 
udria.' tioned a permanent guard to protect this entrance of 
their dominions from adventurers, especially Greeks, 
who might visit it for tlie sake either of plunder or 
commerce; while for greater security they granted 
the adjacent district to a pastoral tribe, which re- 
garded all strangers as enemies. Alexander's keen 
eye was immediately struck by the advantages of this 
position for a city, which should become a great em- 
porium of commerce, and a link between the East 
and the West — one of the great objects which already 
occupied his mind — while it secured the possession 
of Egypt to his empire, and transmitted the name, of 
Its founder to distant ages. He immediately gave 
orders for the beginning of the work, himself traced. 
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the outline, which was suggested by the natural 
features of the ground itself, and marked the sites of 
some of the principal buildings, squares, palaces, and 
temples. The two main streets, which intersected 
each other at right angles in a great public place, one 
traversing the whole length of the city, and forming 
a series of magnificent edifices, provided for health 
and enjoyment by a free current of air, and the in- 
undations of the Nile secured it from the pernicious 
efiects which would otherwise have arisen from the 
vicinity of the lake. A causeway connected the island 
— on which it is said Alexander at first thought of 
building the city — with the main, and divided the 
intervening basin into two harbours, which were only 
joined together by a canal near either end. By the 
continual accumulation of sand, this isthmus has been 
BO enlarged, that it now forms the site of the modern 
Alexandria. Still there were two defects to counter- 
balance so many advantages of situation. The harbour 
was on both sides difficult of entrance, and there was 
no other within a great distance either on the east or 
the west. This inconvenience could never be wholly 
remedied, though the danger of the approach from 
the sea was afterwards much lessened by the erection 
of a magnificent beacon-tower, on a rock, near the 
eastern point of Pharos, which threw out its light to 
the distance it is said of nearly forty miles. The 
other defect was the want of water: and for this 
ample provision was made by a new canal, branching 
from the Nile, which brought a constant supply into 
the cisterns over which the houses were built. Yet 
Alexandria was thus placed at the mercy of every 
enemy who could make himself master of the canal 
and deprive it of a main necessary of life. It was a 
part of Alexander's plan to people the city with a 
mixed colony of Greeks and Egyptians, in which the 
prejudices of the two races might be effaced by 

8 2 
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CHAP, habitual intercourse, though Grecian arts and man- 
\, , f ners were to give their character to the whole : and 
therefore, among the temples of the Grecian gods, he 
ordered one to be founded for the worship of Isis. 

A favourable omen is said to have afforded a presage 
of the prosperity which awaited the new city. When 
he was about to trace the course of the walls, no chalk 
was at hand for the purpose, and it was found neces- 
gary instead to make use of ilour, which soon attracted 
a krge flock of birds from all sides to devour it. 
Aristander — who was never at a loss — construed this 
incident as a sign of the abundance which the city 
should enjoy and diffuse. That indeed probably far 
exceeded its founder's most sanguine hopes : but still 
less could he have foreseen or calculated all the 
elements of a new intellectual life, which were to be 
there combined, and the influence which it was to 
exert over the opinions and condition of a great part 
of the world. 

He was still thus engaged when Hegelochus arrived 
with the news that the Persians had been dislodged 
from the last holds of their power in the jEgean. 
Tenedos had revolted from them, as soon as it became 
sure of Macedonian protection. At Chios the demo- 
cratical party had risen against the government esta- 
blished by the Persian satraps, and had taken Phama- 
bazus himself prisoner : and soon after Aristonicus, 
the tyrant of Methymna, having sailed into the 
harbour, before he had heard of the recent revolution, 
with some pirate-ships, fell into their hands. The 
crews were all put to death ; he himself, together with 
the oligarchical leaders, who had betrayed the city to 
the Persians, were sent to Alexander to receive his 
sentence. Mitylene, too, where Chares, the Athenian 
general, commanded the garrison, had been forced to 
capitulate, and the whole of Lesbos had been recovered. 
Hegelochus had likewise left his colleague Amphoterus 
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in possession of Cos, which the islanders had freely chap. 
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surrendered. There Pharnabazus had made his 
escape : but he had brought the other prisoners with 
him, among whom, beside Aristonicus, were several 
tyrants who had ruled under Persian patronage. 
These Alexander abandoned to the mercy of the cities 
which they had governed, and they all suffered a cruel 
death ; the Chians, as both enemies and traitors, he 
sent under a strong guard to a wretched exile in the 
stifling island prison of Elephantine. 

He was now on the confines of Egypt and Libya. O"** ^ 
In the region which lay not many days' march to the 
west, as some Greek legends told, Hercules and Perseus 
had pursued their marvellous adventures : both, it was 
believed, had consulted the oracle of Ammon in the 
heart of the Libyan wilderness. Alexander may have 
been desirous of emulating the achievements of his 
two heroic ancestors : or, if he had not heard of them, 
might still have been attracted by the celebrity of the 
oracle and by the difficulty of reaching it. That he 
was impelled by curiosity about its answers, is very 
doubtful ; but it is highly probable that he did not 
overlook the advantage which he might derive from 
them, however they might run, and the mysterious 
dignity with which the expedition itself might invest 
him in the eyes of his subjects. If however to these 
motives for the enterprise it should be thought neces- 
sary to add any others of a more intelligible policy, it 
might be conjectured that he also wished to impress 
Cyrene with respect for his power, and to show that 
even her secluded situation did not place her beyond 
the reach of his arms. It may at least be presumed 
that this was one of the grounds which induced him 
to take the road along the coast, to the Oasis of the 
temple of Ammon. Accordingly on his march to 
ParaBtonium he was met at about midway by envoys 
from Cyrene, who brought a crown and other magni- 
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CHAP, ficent presents : among the rest, some of the produc- 
^ ^ , tions for which their country was most famed — 300 
war-horses and five chariots. They are said to have 
requested him to honour them with his presence : and, 
if they wished to escape a visit, it was certainly safer, 
as the examples of Tyre and Aspendus had shown, to 
invite than to deprecate it. After a march of about 
200 miles along the coast — perhaps nearly as far as the 
eastern frontier of the territory of Tripoli — he appears 
to have taken the direction towards the south-east^ 
which leads, in five or six days for a private caravan, to 
the Oasis. It was now for the first time that the Mace- 
donians became acquainted with the face of the Libyan 
desert, its pathless sands, naked rocks, burning sky, 
and delusive images. That the journey should have 
furnished numberless stories for the entertainment of 
the camp, may easily be supposed. It is more diffi- 
cult to understand how Alexander could have been at 
a loss for guides well acquainted with the way, as 
both Ptolemy and Aristobulus represented: though 
the one related that the perplexity of the wanderers 
was relieved by two great serpents, which pointed out 
the track, and were heard even when they could not 
be seen : the other described two ravens as performing 
the same office. Whether these are mere fictions of 
an idle fancy, or cover some fact which we are not 
able to ascertain, it is hardly worth while to inquire.^ 
That the army was refreshed with the extraordinary 
occurrence of a shower of rain, in which it saw a 
manifest interposition of the gods, cannot reasonably 
be doubted. At length it descended safely into the 
green, well watered, and richly cultivated valley, 
where, embosomed in thick woods, stood within the 

* As to the ravens, there is no reason to doubt the literal fact It appears that 

these birds are looked upon as indicating the vicinity of a well in the African 

desert Two ravens met Belsonl, as he was approaching the Oasis £1 Wak. 
Bitter, ^nAa,p.969. 
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same inclosure, the palace of the ancient priestly 
kings, and, close by, the temple of Ammon. 

It was a visit such as Ammon had probably never oracie of 
before received, and the priests no doubt did their ^™™^"' 
utmost, both to welcome the royal pilgrim with due 
honours, and to impress him with the highest venera- 
tion for their oracle. It was not, it seems, always in 
the temple itself that answers were given. The god 
chose the place of his revelations for himself. His 
visible symbol, a round disk formed of precious 
stones^, was placed in a golden ship, from which, on 
each side, hung sacred vessels of silver ; and borne on 
the shoulders of eighty priests, attended by a train of 
virgins and matrons, who accompanied the procession 
with sacred chaunts, in which they implored a propi- 
tious and certain answer, according to the secret im- 
pulse of the deity which directed their steps. By 
such a procession Alexander seems to have been met, 
as he approached at the head of his army, and to have 
been conducted into the temple, where his questions 
were answered by the chief- priest. What these ques* 
tions and answers were, was perhaps never known to 
any but the interlocutors. It is indeed in itself by 
no means improbable that the priest saluted him as 
a hero of divine origin, and promised him the empire 
of the world : the addi'ess would not have been more 
flattering, nor the prophecy bolder, than the Greek 
oracles, which were less safe from exposure, had 
sometimes ventured on. But it is well attested that 
Alexander did not, at least at the time, disclose what 
he had heard ; but merely declared to his followers 
that he had received such answers as he had desired, 
and showed his satisfaction by his oflferings and 
donations. 

^ Umbilictu (Curtius, iv. 7. 23.), which the commentators think may be illus- 
trated by the rude stones worshipped at Emesa and Paphos. But the description, 
smaragdo et gemmit eoagnuntatu9, does not seem to fsYOur this conjeCtore. I 
suspect that this umbiUeut was a scarabeus. 

8 4 
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CHAP. Aristobulus perhaps only expressed himself carc- 
■ lessly when he said that the army returned by the 

same route: we cannot hesitate to prefer Ptolemy's 
statement, that it took the direct road to Memphis ; 
unless indeed we should adopt a supposition, which 
might render the two accounts more consistent: that 
Alexander struck across the desert in a third direction, 
which leads directly to the lake Mareotis.^ At 
Memphis he received reinforcements which had been 
sent to him by Antipater, and embassies to present 
congratulations or petitions from several states of 
Greece : among them, it seems, one which brought a 
golden crown, that had been decreed by a congress 
assembled at the Isthmus on the occasion of the 
oofem- Isthmian games. It now only remained for him to 
J2^°^ settle the mode of administration by which Egypt 
was to be governed in his absence. It was his object 
at once to gain the good-Avill of the Egyptians, and 
to secure a province so important, and so easily de- 
fended, from the ambition of his own officers. The 
system which he established served in some points as 
a model for the policy of Rome under the emperors. 
He retained the ancient distribution of the country 
into the districts called nomeSy and not only permitted 
them to be still governed by the native magistrates, 
the nomarchs, but placed them all under the authority 
of two Egyptians ; one of them afterwards resigned 
his office, and the whole devolved on his colleague. 
But garrisons were stationed at Memphis and Pe- 
lusium, commanded by two Macedonians; and a body 
of mercenaries was placed under the orders of an 
-^tolian named Lycidas, who was himself controlled 
by a Macedonian commissary and two inspectors. 
The country on the western side of the Delta was 
committed to the care of ApoUonius; that on the 

V The lame by which General Minutolt returned from Siwah : though Ritter 
(Jfrika, p. 976.) is inclined to think that this was the yery rood by whieh 
Alexander reached the Oasis. 
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east, toward Arabia, to Cleomenes, an Egyptian Greek chap. 

of Naucratis, who afterwards became unhappily cele- i_^j * 

bra ted for his rapacity and financial stratagems: and 
he was appointed to receive the tribute collected by 
the nomarchs, but with orders not to alter that ar- 
rangement. Still an army was left under the command 
of Peucestes and Balacrus, and a fleet under that of 
Poleino. The mutual jealousy of these officers was a 
sufficient pledge for their loyalty. 

In the spring of 331 he set out from Memphis on Return to 
his return to PhcEnicia. At Tyre he found his fleet ^''*"°^**' 
arrived, and celebrated another sacrifice to Melkart, 
and received an embassy which had been brought over 
from Athens in the Paralus. Its chief object was to 
obtain the release of the Athenian prisoners taken at 
the battle of the Granicus; and this Alexander now 
granted, with several other requests which were urged 
by the crew of the Paralus, who accompanied the 
envoys in a body. The accounts which came from 
Peloponnesus indicated that it was threatened with a 
commotion through the restlessness of Sparta: and 
Amphoterus was ordered to lead a squadron to the 
aid of the Peloponnesians who were well affected 
toward the Macedonian interest, and the war with 
Persia, and to recover Crete from the Spartans. A 
new fleet of 100 sail was ordered to be fitted out in 
the ports of Phoenicia and Cyprus to follow and re- 
inforce Amphoterus. Whether on this occasion 
Alexander visited Jerusalem is doubtful ; but it seems 
that he made an expedition into Samaria to punish 
the Samaritans, who, goaded perhaps by ill treatment, 
had revolted against Andromachus, had taken him 
prisoner, and burnt him alive. On Alexander's ap- 
proach, the authors of this atrocity were delivered up 
to him, and tranquillity was restored. He then began 
his march toward the Euphrates, and before the end 
of August arrived at Thapsacus. 
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CHAP. A body of troops had been sent forward to throw a 
' bridge across the river. Two had been begun, but not 
carried quite over, because Mazaeus, a Persian officer, 
who had been entrusted by Darius with the defence of 
the passage, was posted with about 3000 cavalry, two 
thirds Greeks *, on the other side. As soon however 
as he heard that Alexander was approaching, Mazasus, 
whose force seems indeed so small that it could hardly 
have been meant to dispute the passage, but rather 
to observe the enemy's movements, retired, and the 
Mirch bridges were finished without interruption. When he 
Mew^ had crossed the river, Alexander did not follow the 
tamia. route whicli Cyrus had taken through the Mesopota- 
mian desert, but directed his march toward the north- 
east, through a country which afforded a more abun- 
dant supply of food for man and beast, and where the 
army had less to suffer from the heat of the summer. 
On the road some Persian scouts fell into his hands, 
from whom he learnt that Darius, with an army for 
greater than he had before brought into the field, lay 
on the left bank of the Tigris, prepared to guard the 
passage against him. He now advanced at full speed 
toward the Tigris: but when he reached it found 
neither Darius himself nor any hostile force, and met 
with no other obstacle in the crossing than the ra- 
pidity of the stream. On the left bank he gave his 
troops a few days' rest after their forced march, during 
which therie occurred an eclipse of the moon. Aris- 
tander expounded it as a sign that, during that month, 
the Persian monarchy was destined to lose its power 
and glory: and when Alexander sacrificed to the 
moon, the sun, and the earth, as the powers which 

" Arrian, in. 7. Gronovfus, to bring these numbers nearer to those of Curtius, 
who (IV. 9. 7.) has 6000, would insert dwi^ or M before tovtmv, and this last 
conjecture, Droysen (p. 218.) thinks evidently right, because the Greek merce- 
naries did not serve as cavalry. Yet soon after, in the description of the battle, 
wc have ol fAur0o<p6pot ixwus commanded by Menidas, and fi {ci^iid^ Xwwos ii rSav 
IAi<rdo<p6pw¥ commanded by Andromachus. It is moreover extremely doubtful that 
Ariian would have used either wjt^p or iirX in such a sense. 
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concurred to produce the portent, the victims were char 
found to announce a victory. He then marched ^ 

southward along the river, and four days after his 
reconnoitring parties brought word that a body of 
cavalry was in sight. He immediately drew up his 
army in order of battle : but being presently informed 
that the enemy's cavalry then in sight did not appear 
to exceed 1000 men, he pushed forward with a few 
squadrons of his own to meet them. They fled at his 
approach, but some were overtaken, and slain dr made 
prisoners. From these he learnt that Darius with his 
whole army was encamped at no great distance. 

The Persian king had employed the long interval 
allowed him by Alexander's operations after the battle 
of Issus, to collect the remaining strength of his em* 
pire, and he had assembled a host with which, if 
superiority of numbers could have ensured success, 
he might reasonably have hoped to crush his ad*- 
versary. It was also composed for the most part of 
more warlike troops. The division which was most 
formidable, both for numbers and martial qualities^ 
consisted of the hardy tribes which inhabited the 
plains on the eastern side of the Caspian, and the 
valleys above Caubul on the borders of India. They 
were led by Bessus, the powerful satrap of Bactria ; 
and he was also followed by a body of horse-bowmen, 
furnished by the Sacae, who wandered in the valleys 
east of Transoxiana, and though they did not acknow- 
ledge his authority, willingly joined him as allies for 
the sake of pay and plunder. All the provinces be- 
tween the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf, and from 
Syria and Cappadocia to the mountains west of the 
Indus, had poured forth their choicest warriors. The 
whole amount was stated by some authors at a million 
of foot and 40,000 horse : this may be a great exag- 
geration, but it was probably reduced as much too 
low by those who reckoned no more than 200,000 in- 
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CHAP, fantry. There were beside 200 scythed chariots, and 
c_, — f 15 elephants brought from the west of India. With 
this host Darius had encamped in one of the wide 
plains between the Tigris and the mountains of Kur- 
distan, near the Buraodus, a tributary of the Lycus, 
GaugameUu and a village named Gaugamela (the camel's house ^), 
which should have given its name to the battle fought 
near it, but was forced, through a caprice of which 
we have many examples, to surrender this distinction 
to the town of Arbela, which lay more than twenty 
miles off, where Darius had left his baggage and his 
treasure. He had been persuaded by his courtiers 
that his defeat at Issus was entirely owing to the dis- 
advantage of the ground, and he had therefore chosen 
a field on which he might fully display his forces, and 
where the enemy would have neither sea nor moun- 
tains to cover his flanks, and he had ordered a large 
tract of the plain to be cleared and levelled for the 
evolutions of his cavalry and chariots. 

Alexander, having ascertained the enemy's posture, 
gave his army four days' repose before he advanced, 
and fortified his camp : intending to leave the invalids, 
the prisoners, and the greater part of the baggage, 
behind him there, that his troops might march to 
battle without any unnecessary incumbrance. He 
then set out soon after midnight that he might come 
up with the enemy by day-break. Some hillocks in- 
tercepted the view of the Persian camp, until he had 
approached within three or four miles of it. He then 
looked down upon the plain in which the mighty 
host was drawn up in battle array. The centre was 
occupied as usual by Darius himself, surrounded by 

* Or rather, according to Plutarch (Al. 31.), the dromedary's. There was a 
legend, that a dromedary, which had preserved the life of some Persian king by 
its speed, had this village assigned for its abode, and the revenues of an a4jacent 
district for its maintenance. Strabo (xvi. p. 334. Tauch.) refers it to Darius 
Hystaspis, whom the camel h4d accompanied on his expedition to Scythia, bearing 
the provision for the royal tabic. 
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his horse-guard of a thousand noble Persians, who chap. 
were honoured with the title of the royal kinsmen, . 
by the foot-guard, which was distinguished by the 
golden knobs of its lances, and by some other picked 
troops. Behind it was posted a deep mass composed 
of Uxians, Babylonians, and some adjacent tribes. 
In front of the royal station were ranged the ele- 
phants, and fifty of the war chariots ; but on either 
side was a body of Greek mercenaries, according to 
Curtius, 50,000\ who were esteemed the only troops 
capable of withstanding the Macedonian phalanx. 
At the extremity of the left wing, which it was 
known would be opposed to Alexander himself, who 
always took his station in the right, were placed the 
Bactrian and Scythian cavalry, with a hundred 
chariots: on the right that of Armenia and Cap- 
padocia, which seems to have stood next to them in 
reputation, with fifty of the chariots. The forces of 
the other nations were drawn up successively, horse 
and foot together. 

As soon as he came within sight of the enemy, 
Alexander halted and called a council of war, to 
propose the question whether he should immediately 
offer battle. Most of his officers wished him to en» 
gage without delay: but Parmenio advised him to 
encamp on the spot, and, before he advanced, to ex- 
plore the ground on all sides, to ascertain that no 
snares had been laid for the cavalry, and to obtain a 
more distinct view of the enemy's preparations. 
Alexander adopted this advice, and spent the rest of 
the day in riding over the field with his cavalry 
guard and a part of the light infantry. On his return 
he again assembled his officers, and addressed them 
with a few words of exhortation : not, he said, so 
much because he deemed it necessary for their own 
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CHAP, encouragement — they had already given sufficient 
proofs of valour, and needed no incitement — but 
that they might convey his words to the divisions 
under their command. It was to be remembered that 
they were now about to fight, not for the possession 
of Syria, or Phoenicia, or Egypt, but for the entire 
dominion of Asia. With such a prize before them, 
they had chiefly to urge the necessity of the strictest 
order, and the utmost harmony in every movement : 
that the silence of the march must be deep, the 
shout^ and the war-song at the onset loud and fearful. 
The officers themselves must be alert both to receive 
and communicate their orders. The universal feeling 
should be, that the issue depended on the manner in 
which each man did his duty. 

• When the king had retired to his tent, Parmenio 
came to him, it is said, with another proposal: to 
attack the Persian army in the night. Alexander 
declared that he would not steal a victory : he must 
conquer openly, and by a fair trial of strength. He 
could not have been satisfied, nor could any victory 
have been deemed decisive until he had extorted from 
the vanquished a confession of their inferiority. 
A nocturnal attack would, as Arrian observes, have 
exposed him to the risk of an ignoble disaster, and 
its success, however complete, would have afforded 
but an imperfect triumph. There was more of cun- 
ning than of wisdom in Parmenio's project ; and 
Alexander's reply showed no less prudence than mag- 
nanimity. He probably felt as secure of victory as 
before the battle of Issus. When his generals came 
to his tent the next morning at day-break to receive 
his orders, they found hhn still in a profound sleep. 
Parmenio, it is said, was at length obliged to rouse 

* The ypdaaos, vhlch his soldiers assured him the enemy would not be able to 
stand. Plut R. et I. Ap. Alex. 12. It seems to hare been a Macedonian word, 
though stun has not inserted it in his list Schneider too omits it in his lexicon. 
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him, and expressed his surprise that the king should 
have slept as well, at so critical a juncture, as if 
he had just gained the victory. Is it not as good 
as a victory^ was the answer, to have overtaken the 
enemy ? 

His order of battle was in general similar to that 5*"^« o^ 
which he had adopted on former occasions, from which 
he never deviated without some peculiar grounds. 
The phalanx occupied the centre in six divisions with 
the hypaspists, and the Macedonian cavalry under 
Philotajs in the right, where Alexander commanded 
in person : on the left were the Thessalian cavalry 
and that of the other allies: on this side Craterus 
commanded the foot under Parmenio. Some light 
troops, archers, and dartmen were posted in front of 
the Macedonian cavalry, with a view more particu- 
larly to ward off the attack of the chariots. But on 
this occasion Alexander thought it necessary to guard 
by a new precaution against the imminent danger 
with which he was threatened of being taken in the 
rear. For this purpose he formed a second line, com- 
posed of some brigades of the phalanx in the centre^, 
with a part of the light troops, the Pseonian cavalry 
under Aretas and Aristo, and the mercenaries, horse 
and foot, under Menidas and Oleander, on the right, 
and on the left the Thracian infantry under Sitalcas 
— another division had been left to guard the camp 
and the prisoners — supported by three bodies of 
cavalry, Odrysians, mercenaries, and allies. The 
object of this arrangement was to counteract the 
preponderance of the enemy's masses, by the rapid 
movements of these light troops in any direction in 

> Arrian's description (m. 12.) clearly Implies that the ZtvT4pa ri^is, hy which 
the phalanx was rendered iintpirrofios, was distinct from the light cavalry and 
Infantry, which were stationed on either flank Is lirtKafiiH}v ; as indeed its desti- 
nation was manifestly quite different : hut he does not mention how it was com- 
posed. Hence Droyscn has been led to confound it with the troops which were 
placed ^f ^iriirafcir^v. 
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CHAP, which an attempt might be made to attack the flanks 
> ^ ' or the rear of the main body of the Macedonian army. 
His whole force, according to Arrian, amounted to 
no more than 40,000 foot and 7000 horse.^ 

It was a maxim of Persian warfare never to en- 
camp within such a distance of an enemy as to be 
exposed to the danger of surprise in the night : and 
Darius, apprehensive of such an attack as Parmenio 
was said to have suggested, had ordered his whole 
army to remain all night under arms in order of 
battle. A bad preparation both of body and mind 
for the approaching combat. The King indeed is 
said to have passed along the line during the night 
by torch light, cheering his troops by his presence 
and his words. Yet the morning found them not 
only wearied by want of sleep, but dispirited by the 
long anticipation of the deadly struggle. 

As the two armies drew near to each other, Alex- 
ander saw himself with the extreme squadrons of 
his right wing, in front of the Persian centre, out- 
flanked by the whole length of the enemy's left wing. 
He advanced therefore by an oblique movement 
toward the right, and continued still to move for- 
ward in the same direction, after the Scythian cavalry 
had begun to charge those which were posted in 

> Flathe (i. p. 324. ) endeavours to bring the numbers of the two armies as near 
as possible to one another : but by means of assumptions for which he does not 
show sufficient grounds. lie thinks it probable that the Persian army was not 
so numerous as at Issus, because there had not been so long a time for assembling 
it But the levies in the eastern satrapies liacl probably been begun long before 
the first battle. He also conceives that Alexander had already a strong body of 
barbarian auxiliaries in his army, and that the second line was chiefly composed 
of them. But the only evidence he can produce for this assumption is, that 
Alexander demanded a supply of troops from the Jewish high priest for the siege 
of Tyre, that Jews actually served in his army In Palestine (Joseph, c Ap. I. 22. ), 
and that a Phoenician fleet was sent against Peloponnesus. Arguments apparently 
too slight to be opposed to the silence of all the historians. Arrlan*s description 
does not suggest any such idea as that of which Flathe exposes the absurdity : that 
the Persian line was no longer than that of the Macedonians : he expressly asserts 
the contrary, and shows that it was only by extraordinary eflbrts, as well as 
through the superior ability of their commander, that the Macedonians were able 
to avoid being surrounded. 
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front of his line. The tract which had been cleared 
and levelled for the operations of the chariots did not 
extend much farther on this side: he had nearly 
reached its limits, when Darius fearing that this arm, 
on which he placed great reliance, would become 
useless, ordered the Scythian and Bactrian cavalry, 
which were stationed in advance of the rest, to wheel 
round and take the enemy in flank. Alexander first 
sent Menidas with the mercenary squadrons to meet 
this attack, and then seeing him nearly overpowered 
by superior numbers, ordered Ariston and his Psa- 
onians, with Oleander's infantry, to support him. 
On the other hand, the rest of the Scythian and 
Bactrian cavalry advanced to the aid of their com- 
rades, when they began to give way, and a warm 
engagement ensued, in which the Macedonians with 
great difiiculty maintained their ground: for their 
antagonists were not inferior in courage, and both 
men and horses were clad in armour. It seems to 
have been by the skill and precision of their move- 
ments that the Greeks were enabled first to sustain 
their charge, and then to rout them. At the same 
time the chariots were set in motion against the 
phalanx. Darius had hoped that they would throw 
it into confusion, and thus break the firmest part of 
the enemy's line. But they were met midway by 
the light troops which had been directed to watch 
them. Most of them were stopt or turned back by 
the loss of their drivers, and those which reached the 
phalanx, passed harmlessly through the avenues which 
it opened for them, and then were easily secured. 

In the mean while the main body of the Persian 
army was advancing, and was near coming into 
action : its left wing still stretched far beyond the 
head of Alexander's column, and another body of 
cavalry made a movement as with the design of 
taking him in the rear. Aretas was still in reserve 

VOL. VI. T 
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CHAP, with his light horse in the second line, and Alex- 
- ander now ordered him to charge these assailants. 

Another division of the Persian cavalry which was 
posted nearer to the centre now quitted the ranks to 
join in the combat with Aretas. Their movement 
left an opening in the Persian line, which, as Alex- 
ander instantly perceived, afforded an opportunity 
for a decisive attack. He immediately formed his 
Macedonian cavalry into a pointed column, and charg- 
ing into the vacant space soon began to make havoc 
among the ranks on his left, which stood between 
him and Darius. Shortly after, the phalanx came 
up, and began to press the enemy in front with tho 
irresistible weight of their bristling sarissas. The 
Persians, and even their Greek mercenaries, were 
unable to withstand the double shock. Disorder and 
consternation soon spread through their left wing, 
and Darius saw the danger approaching his own 
person. It no doubt realised his secret forebodings, 
and it appears that he had made careful preparations 
for flight He alighted from his chariot, mounted a 
fleet and eager courser^, made his way through the 
column in the rear, and was some miles on the road 
to Arbela, while a part of his troops were still en- 
gaged, and not without a prospect of victory. 

For, though the left wing was soon utterly broken, 
especially after Aretas had put the enemy's cavalry 
to flight, the battle seemed for a while to be taking a 
different turn in other parts of the field. The Arme- 
nian and Cappadocian cavalry, on the extremity of 
the Persian right, had turned the left wing of the 
Macedonians, and began greatly to distress Parmenio. 
The first consequence of their partial success was, that 
two divisions on the left of the phalanx, those of Sim- 
mias and Craterus, were restrained from advancing 

> A mare whldi had been taken from her foal according to Flutarck, AL 3d. 
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With the rest to support Alexander's charge, and a chap. ; 
wide breach was thus opened in the Macedonian line. . ^ > 
This was observed by the commanders of the Indian 
and Persian cavalry, which occupied the centre imme- 
diately in front of Darius, and they directed a furious 
charge through the midst of the phalanx. But in- 
stead of joining in the attack on the Macedonian left, 
which, had it been thus supported, would perhaps 
have put it completely to the rout, they did not stop 
until they had reached the camp on the neighbouring 
heights, where the Thracians were keeping very negli- 
gent guard, and, in imagined security, were mostly 
unarmed. They would have been the less able to 
defend it, as the prisoners, who were numerous, took 
part to the utmost of their power with the assailants, 
if the two divisions of heavy infantry in the second 
line, changing their front, had not come up to their 
relief, and falling on the Persians, as they were busied 
with plunder, killed many, and put the rest to flight. 
It might have seemed natural that an attempt should 
have been made to rescue the royal captives. But 
Arrian's silence leaves us in some doubt whether they 
had not been left behind at the fortified camp. Yet 
some authors related that Sisygambis refused to fly. 
The queen — the most beautiful woman in Asia — had 
died not long after the battle of Issus in childbed. 
Darius, it is said, heard at the same time of his loss, 
and of the noble treatment and the magnificent burial 
which she had received from the conqueror : and, 
though at first incredulous and suspicious, when he 
was at length satisfied by the report of a faithful slave, 
lifted up his hands to heaven, and prayed to Oromas- 
des, that if his kingdom was to pass from himself, it 
might be transferred to Alexander. 

Alexander was recalled from the pursuit of the 
routed Persians and of Darius by a message from Par- 
menio, requesting succour, and immediately hastened, 

T 2 
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CHAP, though, as may easily be supposed, very reluctantly, 
w_^I — ' with the cavalry of his guard, toward that part of the 
field.^ But in his way he encountered the fugitives 
who had been dislodged from the camp, and who, 
finding themselves intercepted, made a furious effort 
to break through. The combat was close and hot. 
Sixty of the Macedonians fell, and Hephastion, and 
two other generals, were wounded. The loss on the 
other side was no doubt much greater : but a part of 
the Persians forced their passage through, and escaped. 
Alexander, as he was coming up to his left wing, learnt 
that the gallant exertions of the Thessalian cavalry 
had already delivered Parmenio from his danger: 
though their victory was probably owing in a great 
measure to the dismay which seized the Persians, 
when they heard of their king's flight, especially as a 
The pur- report seems to have prevailed of his death. The 
rout was now complete in every part of the field ; 
and Alexander again set out in pursuit of Darius. 
He continued it as long as the light lasted, and then 
halted to rest the men and horses till midnight on 
the left banks of the Lycus (the Greater Zab), while 
Parmenio took possession of the Persian camp. The 
passage of the Lycus had been more destructive to 
the fugitives than the swords of their pursuers. The 
bridge was soon blocked up by the numbers who made 
for it as their only refuge, and the rest, in blind terror, 
cast themselves into the rapid stream, and, encum- 
bered with their armour, strove in vain to reach the 
opposite bank. At midnight Alexander resumed his 
pursuit of Darius, whom he hoped to overtake at 
Arbela. There indeed he found the whole of the 

1 So Arrian (in. 15.)> ^ith whom Curtius (it. 16. 3.) and Plutarch (AL 33.) 
agree, though they mention Alexander's reluctance, which Arrian omits. Dio- 
dorus (xTU. 60.) says that Alexander never received the message. It seems 
strange therefore that Droysen, who professes to follow Arrian*s account of the 
battle, should relate (p. 228.) that Alexander received it just as he was about to 
charge, but dismissed the bearer with the remark that Parmeolo must have lost 
hissensci. 
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royal treasure and baggage : but Darius himself had 
continued his flight without intermission, accompanied 
by the Bactrian cavalry and a part of his guards, and 
by about 2000 Greek soldiers, who had joined him on 
the road. He had bent his course over the moun- 
tains toward the capital of Media : a route by which 
it was scarcely practicable to follow him with an 
army. 

Knowing so little as we do of the numbers which 
Darius brought into the field on this eventful day, 
we can as little rely on any of the statements which 
we find as to the amount of his loss. But it is some- 
what suprising that Arrian, whose judgment in other 
points is usually so clear, should have related, in a 
manner which betrays no doubt, that the Persians 
slain amounted to 300,000, and the prisoners to a still 
greater number, while the Macedonians lost only about 
100 men.^ 

This day however decided the contest, though the 
escape of Darius disappointed one of the conqueror's 
most cherished hopes. Alexander was not so eager 
to secure the person of Darius, as to neglect the more 
important fruits of his victory which lay before him 
in the southern provinces of the empire : the posses- 
sion of the capitals which contained the immense 
treasures that had been piled up by the Persian kings 
for many generations. These might have been ex- 
posed to danger, if the news of his own approach had 
not quickly followed that of the battle which put an 
end to the authority of the ancient government. He 
therefore postponed the pursuit of Darius, and con- 
tinued his march toward Babylon. He had been 
prepared to expect resistance, since Mazseus had 
taken refuge there after the battle. But at no great 
distance frem the city he was met by the whole 

* Droysen howeYer takes no offence at these numben. 
t3 



278 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAP, population, with the priests and magistrates, and 



L. 



MazaBus himself, and Bagophanes, the commander of 
the citadel, at their head, bringing rich presents, and 
surrendering the city, the citadel, and all the treasures 

Staa*"*^ it contained. Thus attended, the conqueror made 
his triumphal entry, the array following his chariot, 
through streets strewed with flowers, and lined with 
silver altars, smoking with incense, amidst the songs 
of the priests. Babylon had never been well affected 
to the dynasty of the Achaemenids, and had suffered 
much from their resentment. Xerxes, in a fit of 
despotic caprice, or instigated by his Magians, had 
persecuted the religion of the Chaldaeans, and had 
pulled down the temple of Belus, and others, which 
had never afterwards been restored, but remained, in 
their ruins, monuments of the tyranny of the govern- 
ment, and motives of animosity to the people. Alex- 
ander here found himself in a position very like that 
which had been so advantageous to him in Egypt, 
and he made an equally judicious use of it. One of 
his first measures after he entered the city was to 
give orders for the rebuilding of the demolished 
temples : and to place himself under the direction of 
the Chaldaeans for the purpose of sacrificing in the 
most acceptable manner to Belus. At the same time 
he provided for the security of the capital by a distri- 
bution of powers according to the maxim which the 
Persian kings had once adopted, but too often neg- 
lected. He appointed Mazaeus satrap of Babylon, and 
ApoUodorus of Amphipoiis to command the forces 
which he left with him, but committed the citadel and 
the garrison — 700 Macedonians and 300 Greeks — 
to Agathon, and charged Asclepiodorus with the col- 
lection of the tribute. 

Babylon. The army was permitted to revel for some time^ in 

* Diodorus (zTiL 63.) says, more than thirty days. It is however a little 
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the enjoyments which the most splendid and volup- <^ap. 
tuous of Eastern cities offered in profusion to the i , > 
bewildered senses of the rough soldiers of the North, 
who, inured from their childhood to poverty and 
hardship, found themselves suddenly transported into 
the lap of ease and luxury. Alexander probably 
considered this as a reward due to the fatigues which 
they had lately undergone to place him on the throne 
of the East; and he added a donative from the 
treasures of Babylon which must have amounted to 
several thousand talents. Perhaps he believed that 
this short taste of pleasure would serve to animate 
them under the toils and dangers which they had still 
to encounter in the remoter and wilder regions of 
Asia, by the remembrance of the delights which 
awaited them on their return. Nor in fact, under 
such a leader, was much danger to be apprehended 
from the effect of this sojourn on the habits of the 
common soldier; more might be feared from the 
change it was likely to make in the views and cha- 
racters of their chiefs, who now saw themselves raised 
to almost princely rank, in the possession of boundless 
wealth, and surrounded with all the instruments of 
sensual gratification the most refined and intoxicating. 
To Alexander himself however this interval was not 
one of indolent repose : perhaps not much longer than 
was necessary for transacting the various affairs which 
had been accumulating during his march from the 
coast of Syria. Babylon itself was chiefly interesting 
to him, as he probably at the first sight of it conceived 
the design of making it the capital of his empire : a 
purpose for which it was manifestly adapted beyond 
any of the other great cities of the East, not so much 
by the inexhaustible fertility of its territory, or by 
the strength of its walls, and the magnificence of its 

suspicious, that the news of the sorrcnder of Susa had not arrived before Alexander 
left Babylon. 

I 4 
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buildings^ as by the advantages of its position, its 
comparative vicinity to Europe, and its more imme- 
diate connection with the sea, which — as he may 
already have divined — opened a passage to India, the 
remote goal of his ambition. 

It was about the middle of November when he set 
out for Susa. Rich as Babylon was, its treasures 
were small in comparison with those which were 
known to have been amassed in the palace at Susa : 
and it had therefore been his first care, as soon as he 
gave up the pursuit of Darius, to despatch one of his 
officers named Philoxenus, to make himself master of 
them. On his road he met a courier whom Philoxenus 
had sent with the agreeable tidings, that the satrap 
Abulites had surrendered Susa without resistance, 
and that the whole of the treasure was in safe custody. 
In twenty days after his departure from Babylon, he 
arrived at Susa. The sum which he found here 
amounted to 40,000 talents of uncoined gold and 
silver, and 9000 in the gold pieces called Darics. The 
value of the other parts of the royal hoard may be in 
some degree estimated from the fact, that among the 
property of Bagoas, which he bestowed on Parmenio, 
was a wardrobe worth 1000 talents. At Susa had 
been preserved the spoils which Xerxes had carried 
off from Greece : among them the brazen statues of 
Harmodius and Aristogeiton : Alexander now sent 
them back to Athens, where Arrian saw them in the 
Ceramicus. 

Soon after his arrival he received the reinforcements 
which he had been expecting from Europe. They 
were conducted by Amyntas, son of Andromenes, and 
consisted of 6000 foot and 500 horse from Macedonia, 
3500 Thracian foot and 600 horse, and 4000 foot with 
380 horse from Peloponnesus. The general was ac- 

' Strabcs XT. p. 323. Tauch. 
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companied by fifty noble Macedonian youths, to serve chap. 
as the king's pages. He also brought a present to i ^ ^ 
the king from his sisters ; some articles of dress, the 
work of their own hands : employment which, Alex- 
ander now learnt, was deemed degrading by the 
Persian ladies.^ But Amyntas was, it seems, also the 
bearer of important news from Greece. Threatening 
movements had taken place in Peloponnesus under 
the influence of Sparta; and Antipater, though he 
was obliged to send his levies to the army, was pre- 
paring for a war at home. Alexander now sent 
Menes down to the coast of the Mediterranean, to take 
the government of Syria, Phoenicia, and Cilicia, with 
3000 talents, part of which was to be transmitted to 
Antipater, and the rest to be employed in the col- 
lecting of fresh troops, which were continually re- 
quired to fill the place of those which were left as 
garrisons, or in occupation of the newly conquered 
countries. The arrival of the reinforcements under 
Amyntas enabled him to reward the most deserving 
of his old soldiers with military commands ; he seems 
to have instituted a new subdivision of the cavalry in 
order to multiply the number of the officers ; and to 
have departed from the ancient usage according to 
which they were always taken from the district which 
furnished the troops, and to have thrown all places 
open to merit.^ He rewarded Abulites with the 
satrapy of Susiana, but appointed Archelaus general 
of its forces, and Mazarus, another Macedonian, com- 
mander of the citadel. Then, having celebrated the 
acquisition of Susa with sacrifices and games, leaving 
Sisygambis and her grandchildren in the palace of 

» Curtiiw, V. 2. 

' Arrian, iii. 16. Whatever may have been the nature of these regulations, 
they seem to have been the same as those which are mentioned by Diodorus (xvu. 
64.) and Curtlus (v. 2.), though, according to these writers, they were made 
during a halt in SItacene (Satrapene of Curtius), Amyntas having rejoined the 
army at Babylon. 
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CHAP, their ancestors, he took the road to Persepolis, the still 



u 



more ancient seat of the Achaemenids, where they 
ruled, not as conquerors, but as heads of their own 
The nation. Between the plains of Susiana, and those of 

^***"*' the proper Persis, lies a mountainous region then 
inhabited by the Uxians, who were in possession of a 
defile through which the high road passed. The 
Uxian mountaineers — for a part cultivated the plain 
— were a poor but hardy race, which had never been 
subdued : and the Great King, when he travelled from 
his Persian to his Susian capital, had always been 
obliged to pay the tribute which they demanded. 
When Alexander entered their country, they sent to 
inform him that he would not be permitted to pass 
the defile without the usual acknowledgment. The 
Persian kings had probably disguised the weakness 
betrayed by their compliance with the name of mu- 
nificence : but Alexander saw it in its true light, and 
he had never yet won a passage by any instrument 
but the sword. Suppressing his indignation, he bade 
the Uxians meet him at the pass, and receive their 
dues. But in the mean while, setting out by night 
with his guard and other picked troops, in all about 
8000, he struck into a rugged track which led into 
the heart of the mountains, and the next morning 
fell suddenly on the Uxian villages, which he laid 
wast43, driving off the flocks and herds which formed 
the chief wealth of the natives, and putting all who 
fell into his hands to the sword. He then left 
Craterus to take possession of the heights to which 
he expected the enemy would retreat, and himself 
hastened forward to seize the pass. The Uxians, who 
had levied all their forces to receive the tribute, when 
they came up, found the Macedonian army posted on 
the strong ground in which they had placed their whole 
confidence. Though they were probably far superior 
in numbers, they did not venture to try their strength, 
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but immediately took to flight. Many were overtaken chap. 
by their pursuers, others perished among the preci- > ^ . 
pices ; but a still greater number flying to the moun- 
tains fell into the hands of Craterus. The rest sent 
a suppliant embassy to Alexander; their leader 
Madates had married a niece of Sisygambis, and the 
queen-mother was induced, it is said, to intercede for 
them. They were permitted to retain their land, 
subject to a yearly tribute of horses, sheep, and 
cattle. 

Between the Uxian defile, or as it was called the 
Gates of Susis, and Persepolis, there were two routes, 
a shorter one over a succession of lofty, thickly- wooded 
mountains, and an easier one over the lower ground. 
This last was the royal road : the other, at fidl times 
diflicult, and in winter hardly passable. Both were The pwr- 
terminated by the Persian Gates, a pass still more ■*'"'^*' 
arduous than the last, and occupied by a much more 
formidable enemy. For here Ariobarzanes the satrap 
of Persis — faithful to his master, or ambitious of in- 
dependence — had intrenched himself with an army 
of 40,000 foot and 700 horse, on the heights which 
inclose the defile, and behind a wall which he had 
built across it. Alexander sent Parmenio with the 
baggage, the Thessalian cavalry, the mercenaries, and 
allied troops^, by the lower road ; while he himself, 
with the Macedonian infantry, the cavalry of the 
guard, and a part of the light troops, crossed the 
mountains, and encamped near the foot of the pass. 
The next day he made an attempt to penetrate it, but 
found the enemy's position too strong to be forced, 

* Anian here (in. 18.) expresses himself with unusual indlstlnctnest. He says 
that Parmenio was sent with the troops mentioned in the text, and with all the 
other heavy-armed (8<rot iWoi rov ffrpartCfmros fiap^tpov &iw\urfi4vot ^(rtuf), and 
yet adds, that Alexander took with htm all the Macedonian tofhntiy — that is, the 
phalanx, the part of the army which was more heavily-armed than any other. So 
Droysen makes Parmenio set out with the heavy-armed and the baggage train » 
and neither explains nor notices the seeming inconsistency. 
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CHAP, and was obliged to retire to his camp, not without 
' ' loss from their missiles, and from the stones which 
were rolled down on the heads of the assailants. His 
perplexity was relieved by some of his prisoners, or, 
according to another account, by a shepherd, a Lycian 
by birth, who offered to point out a way over the 
mountains, by which he might descend on the enemy's 
rear. He now left Craterus, with two brigades of the 
infantry, and a small body of cavalry and bowmen, in 
the camp, ordering him to keep up a great number of 
fires to deceive the Persians, and as soon as he should 
hear the signal of the trumpets which were to an- 
nounce the king's arrival at the opposite end of the 
pass, to make an attempt to storm the wall. He him- 
self, with four brigades of the infantry and the re- 
mainder of the cavalry and light troops, followed his 
guides over the mountains, where in many places the 
snow had been drifted to a great depth. At the end 
of about eight miles he divided his forces, and sent 
three brigades under Amyntas, Philotas, and Coenus, 
into the plain, to throw a bridge over a river which 
crossed the road to Persepolis.^ He himself, with 
the brigade of Perdiccas, the hypaspists, some squad- 
rons of horse, and the lightest of the bowmen, turned 
to the right along a still more rugged path, which led 
to the defile. Before day-break he had reached the 
Persian outposts. At the first he put all the men to 
the sword. From the second a few escaped ; and still 
more from the third; but all were so panic-struck, 
that they fled into the mountains, and none apprised 
Ariobarzanes of the enemy's approach. With the first 
dawn of day, having left Ptolemy with 3000 men on 
one of the heights above the Persian camp, he ap- 

* Not of course the Araxes (Bendemir), which flows close by Persepolls. It 
may have been — as Droysen thinks — the Arosis, but perhaps more probably Is a 
stream which api>ears to flow from the same mountains farther eastward in a 
direction nearly parallel to the Araxes, and to lose itself in the phiin. 
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peared before it below. The blast of the trumpets chap. 
first gave notice of his presence both to the astonished • 

enemy and to Craterus, who, when he heard the ex- 
pected signal, immediately led his men to attack the 
wall. The Persians, thus threatened on three sides, 
lost all self-possession ; abandoned their fortifications 
to Craterus and Ptolemy, and thought only of flight. 
The greater part were cut to pieces, or perished 
among the precipices. Ariobarzanes, with a few 
horsemen, made his escape into the mountains. 

After a short rest, Alexander advanced into the P^nepoUs. 
plain to rejoin his generals, who had by this time 
completed the bridge, and, having crossed the river, 
proceeded by forced marches toward Persepolis. His 
speed was quickened by a letter which he received on 
the road from Tiridates, the governor of the city, 
offering to surrender the treasures, but expressing 
his fears that he should not be able long to preserve 
it from plunder. As he approached the capital, he is 
said to have been met by a multitude of Greeks, who 
had been transported, it seems, from Asia Minor ^ — 
for what offence is not recorded — and had been bar- 
barously mutilated. The fact itself, though omitted 
by Arrian, and used by other writers as a topic for a 
rhetorical exercise, is consistent enough with Persian 
usages to be perfeciJy credible, and perhaps had some 
connection with the events that followed : for Alex- 
ander, though he met with no resistance, and found 
the treasure untouched, permitted his soldiers to 
plunder the city^, which seems to have surpassed 

> One of tbem, according to Curtius, was a native of Cuma : another indeed 
was an Athenian. Fiathe (i. p. 287. ) thinks that they were partisans of democracy 
in the cities on the western coast. 

' This fact, however it may be explained, seems sufficiently attested by Diodonu 
and Curtius, notwithstanding Arrian's silence. Fiathe (l p. 334.) supposes that 
Alexander and his troops were exasperated by the resistance of the inhabitants. 
But this would hardly have been passed over in silence by our authors. Diodorus 
does not say, as Fiathe represents, that the city was burnt down as well as the 
palace. 



286 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 



CHAP. 



Burning of 
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both Babylon and Susa, as well in the opulence of its 
inhabitants, as in the hoards of the crown. This had 
been the principal reservoir — perhaps because the 
province was deemed the most secure from inva- 
sion — into which the tribute of the East had flowed 
from the beginning of the monarchy. The amount 
of the royal treasure is estimated at 120,000 talents : 
a sum which the authors who felt themselves con- 
strained to report it, could not help acknowledging 
to be almost incredible : and yet we have no reason 
to suspect that it has been very much exaggerated. 
It seems to have been one of the state maxims of the 
Persian kings to draw as little as possible from this 
pile of wealth ; and it was probably their pride to be 
continually augmenting it. The expenses of the 
court and army, as they were chiefly defrayed by a 
system of purveyance, did not require any great out- 
lay of money*: and we have seen that on some occa- 
sions the most important preparations were allowed 
to remain long suspended, because the means of pro- 
secuting them could not be obtained from the court ^: 
while tribute was rigidly exacted from the satraps, 
even for parts of their provinces which were but nomi- 
nally subject to them, and which yielded no revenue.* 
The sight of the mutilated Greeks, which must have 
excited feelings of vehement resentment in the army, 
may have contributed to inspire Alexander with the 
thought, that it became him to appear in this ancient 
seat of the AchaBmenids as the avenger of the injuries 
which in the days of their prosperity they had inflicted 
on Greece, and more especially on Athens, and thus to 
discharge the commission which he had received from 
the congress at Corinth. Yet there may have been 
some ground for the story, which appears to have been 
more commonly received, that he was not in full pos* 



1 See Heeren, Ideat, u 1. p. 484. folL 
■ VoL nr. p. 442. n. 2. • VoL UL p. 467. 
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session of his judgment, when, in spite of Parmenio^s 
remonstrances — who begged him to consider that he 
was about to spoil his own property, and that it would 
seem as if he did not mean to retain his conquests, and 
had only come to rifle and ravage the lands through 
which he passed, — he set fire with his own hands to 
the royal palace. Many of his admirers no doubt 
thought his memory dishonoured by the tale that, at 
a banquet given by one of his generals, when the 
guests were heated with wine, an Athenian courtezan 
suggested the thought of this — as she might natu- 
rally deem it — glorious revenge, and that the king, 
starting up in a half sportive, half passionate mood, 
led the way and hurled the first torch into that mag- 
nificent and venerable pile. But Axrian seems to 
have perceived that such a sally, in a convivial mo- 
ment, would have betrayed less weakness than the 
deliberate purpose of an act so barbarous and useless. 
And if, as Plutarch asserts, it was admitted on all 
hands that he soon repented of the deed, and ordered 
the conflagration to be stopped — that he afterwards 
regretted it Arrian himself observes^ — we should be 
at a loss to reconcile such levity with the character 
which he displayed whenever it waa not disguised by 
intemperance. 

This violence, if it was the result of sober reflection, Tomb of 
would also have been somewhat strangely contrasted ^™" 
with the reverence which he showed for the tomb of 
Cyrus, which he visited at Pasargadae : a city not far 
to the south-east of Persepolis, built, it is said, by the 
founder of the monarchy as a monument of his victory 
over Astyages.^ There, in the midst of the park, was 

» VL 30. 

* Heeren supposes Puargads (or according to Tychsen Parsagada — abode of 
Persians) to have been the name of the district which included both citieSb 
Zoega believed Pasargads to have been the more ancient : Persepolis to have been 
founded by Darius, 
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a small tower, containing his golden coffin resting on 
a bier, a table covered with drinking vessels, tapestry, 
and carpets, and dresses of Babylonian workmanship, 
and jewelled ornaments, and arms. On the outside 
was an inscription in Persian characters which de- 
clared to whom the sepulchre belonged, and claimed 
respect for the remains of the king of Asia. Within 
the same inclosure was the dwelling of a Magian 
family, which ever since the reign of Cambyses had 
been charged with the care of the tomb. Alexander, 
when he came to Pasargadaa, ordered Aristobulus to 
enter the sepulchral chamber, to inspect its condition, 
and repair any injury which its ornaments might 
have suffered in the course of time. The palace of 
Pasargadee also contained a treasure of 6000 talents, 
which he carried away. 

Arrian gives no hint that Alexander designed to 
punish the people of Persis for the acts of its ancient 
kings otherwise than by the conflagration of the 
palace : and it is very doubtful that the plundering 
of the capital was premeditated : the disposition which 
had been shown to seize the treasure might suffi- 
ciently account for it. He seems to have respected 
national feelings when he appointed Phrasaortes, son 
of Rheomithres, satrap of the province, though he left 
Tiridates in the office which he had before held\ and 
entrusted the citadel of Persepolis to a Greek. 

Thus, in about three years and a half after he had 
crossed the Hellespont, Alexander had broken the 
military force of the Persian empire, had made himself 
master of its richest provinces, had seated himself on 
the throne of Darius. His conquest indeed was not 

* Curtius, T. 6. 11. As the treasure was to be remoTed, it would seem that 
Tiridates must have been appointed to receive the tribute of Persis: though 
Flathe infers from Arrian's silence on this point, that the province continued to 
€i\joy its ancient immunity. 
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yet complete : his rival not yet in his power. But 
he might fairly assume the title of king of Asia, as it 
had been borne by Cyrus and his successors. What 
remained to be done was not so much to assert his 
claim to it with the sword, as to take possession of 
the rest of his dominions. 
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CHAPTER LL 

FROM THE TAKING OF PERSEPOLIS TO THE DEATH 
OF DARIUS. 

Hopes and Plans of Darius, — Alexander sets out for Echatana. 
— Enters Echatana, — Forced March to Rhagce, — Plot 
against Darius, — Murder of Darius, — Alexander enters 
Hyrcania. — Submission of Artahazus, — The Mardians, — 
Arrival at Zadracarta, — Alexander's Policy, — Movements in 
Greece, — Defeat and Death of Agis, 

CHAP. After the battle of Gauoramela, Darius had taken the 
' road to Ecbatana. This ancient capital of Media con- 

Hopwand twined a considerable treasure, and here he thought 
^^J^ he might wait in safety for the turn of events : not 
without a hope that some accident might happen to 
arrest Alexander's progress. He calculated perhaps 
on the resistance which might be made by the satrap 
of Persis, or by the wild tribes on its north-west 
border; partly too, it may be, on the movements 
which were beginning to threaten Macedonia in 
Greece. For even after his last defeat he had re- 
ceived an embassy from Sparta, which was accom- 
panied by an Athenian named Dropidas ; and he had 
learnt that the nation at large was not so blinded by 
names as to share the sentiment of the Corinthian 
Demaratus, who, when he saw Alexander seated on 
the throne of the Great King, is said to have shed tears 
of joy, and to have observed that the Greeks who 
had died before they witnessed that sight, had lost 
a great pleasure^: as if it was a happiness for Greece 

* Plutarch, Al. 37. 56. Elsewhere (Ages. 16.) he himself expresses a different 
feeling. 
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to have the Great King reigning at Pella, as well a9 chap. 
at Susa. But it seems that he trusted entirely to . ^^' y 
fortune, or to the exertions of others. It is very 
doubtful whether he ever entertained the design of 
collecting a fresh army, and meeting Alexander again 
in the field : though Arrian's silence may not prove 
anything against the assertions of the other histo- 
rians on this point, which are in some degree con- 
firmed by the rumour which he himself mentions 
about the preparations of Darius- But his final re- 
solution was to retreat before Alexander, if he should 
advance into Media, toward the north-east, laying 
waste the country through which he passed, and to 
seek refuge on the other side of the Oxus, where he 
might hope that the conqueror would be content to 
leave him unmolested. He sent his baggage and his 
harem to the . Caspian Gates, one of tlie passes of 
mount Elburz. The force which he had gathered 
at Ecbatana is said by Diodorus and Curtius to have 
amounted to more than 30,000 infantry, including 
4000 Greeks and 3000 cavalry. Arrian mentions 
only 6000 foot and 3000 horse as accompanying his 
march. It is possible that a part was sent forward 
with the baggage, and that when he began to retreat, 
numbers left his standard. Bessus however, in whose 
satrapy he meant to seek shelter, Barsaentes, the 
satrap of Arachosia and Drangiana, Nabarzanes, who 
had commanded the cavalry in the right wing at the 
battle of Issus, and the aged Artabazus, loyal as ever 
to the royal house, still adhered to him. 

Alexander suffered four months to elapse before he b. c. 33a 
again set out in pursuit of Darius. Plutarch says Alexander 
that he wished to rest his army. Yet in the course of Ecbatana. 
this time, with a body of cavalry and light troops, he 
made an expedition which lasted thirty days against 
the fierce tribes in the highlands of Persis, and, not- 
withstanding the obstacles opposed by the rigour of 

u 2 
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CHAP, the season, penetrated into their secluded valleys, and 
' reduced them to submission. If the site of Ecbatana 
is occupied by Ispahan^ it seems a little surprising 
that he should have remained so long within a 
distance which he could have traversed perhaps in 
about twelve daj^s, without any of the difficulties 
which he encountered in his expedition against the 
Persian mountaineers. On tlie other hand, if Darius 
was as far off as Hamadan, it is very easy to under- 
stand why Alexander should have let the winter pass 
before he resumed his march with his whole army 
toward the northern mountains of Irak. On his road 
to Ecbatana he turned aside to subdue the Parajtace- 
nians^ — one of the tribes to the north of Persis, who, 
relying on their highland strongholds, subsisted 
chiefly on plunder — and committed the government of 
the province to Oxathres, son of Abulites, late satrap 
of Susa. When he resumed his march, he received 
information that Darius, having been reinforced by 
auxiliaries from Scythia, and from the independent 
Cadusians, was about to meet him and to ofl^er battle. 
There seems to be reason to suspect that this report 
may have been a stratagem by which Darius intended 
to gain time. Alexander was induced by it to leave 
his baggage behind, and to advance with his army 
prepared for action. But when he had reached the 
borders of Media, he discovered that the report he 
had heard was unfounded, and that Darius was bent 
on flight. This intelligence quickened his movements, 
and, within three days' march of Ecbatana, he was 
met by Bisthanes, a son of Ochus, who informed him 
that Darius had set out five days before from the 

' This question will be considered in the Appendix. 

■ Mr. Williams, for the interest of his theory about the site of Ecbatana, takes It 
for granted (Life of Alex. p. 177., and Geogr. Memoir of Ecbatana, p. 25.) that 
the expedition against the Parstacs mentioned by Arrian (m. 19.) is the same 
with that described by Curtlus, v. 6. 12. But this assumption is utterly groundless, 
and inconsistent with Arriun's language. 
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Median capital \vith his little arrny, carrying off the ^^ap. 
treasure, which amounted to about 7000 talents. 



During his stay in Persis, Alexander had collected Enun 
a vast number of mules and camels to transport the 
treasures of Persepolis, where, after the disposition 
that had been manifested by the inhabitants, he did 
not think they could be left in safety, to Ecbatana. 
Even if it was in his power to have reached the 
Caspian Gates by a shorter road, it would not be 
surprising that he should have given up the chance 
of overtaking the fugitive on that side of the pass, 
that he might first enter Ecbatana, and make arrange- 
ments for the reception of so important a deposit. 
At Ecbatana he permitted the Thessalian cavalry and 
as many of the other allied troops as desired it, to 
return to their homes. The object of his expedition 
had been so far attained, that he had no longer any 
colour for detaining them without their consent. 
But he invited those who were willing to continue in 
his service to enter their names in a roll, and many 
preferred to remain with him. The rest received 
2000 talents in addition to the pay which was due to 
them. Epocillus was appointed to escort them with 
a body of cavalry — for the Thessalians sold their 
horses — as far as the coast, where Menes was directed 
to provide for their passage to Euboea. Parmenio, 
who had been left with the baggage, was ordered to 
lodge the treasure in the citadel of Ecbatana, and to 
commit it to the care of Harpalus, under the guard 
of 6000 Macedonians, some cavalry and light troojis. 
Tlie Macedonians were afterwards to be brought up 
to rejoin the army by Cleitus, the commander of the 
royal squadron of the guard, who had been detained 
by illness at Susa. Parmenio, with a division com- 
posed of the Greek mercenaries, Thracians, and a 
part of the cavalry, was afterwards to make a circuit 
through the territory of the Cadusians, who inhabited 

u 3 
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CHAP, the mountainous region now called Dilem, and then 
- to proceed along the shores of the Caspian into 

Hyrcania. 
Forced He himsclf, with the main body of the army, ad- 

iSJ^. ^ vanced by forced marches in pursuit of Darius. 
Many of the men and horses sank under the fatigue : 
but he abated nothing of his speed, until, having 
traversed a space of about 300 miles in eleven days, 
he reached Rhaga?, at the distance of fifty miles from 
the gates. There, having ascertained that Darius 
had passed through, he gave up immediate pursuit 
as hopeless, and allowed five days' rest to his troops. 
Rapid as had been his progress through Media, he 
considered it as conquered, and committed the satrapy 
to a Persian named Oxodates, whom he had found 
imprisoned in the citadel of Susa by order of Darius. 
This appeared a sufficient guarantee of his fidelity to 
his new master. He then advanced in the track of 
the fugitives. After he had passed the Gates, he laid 
in a stock of provisions, which he learnt it would be 
difficult to procure in the desert country that lay 
before him, and had sent out Coenus with a foraging 
party, when two of the followers of Darius, a Baby- 
lonian named Bagistanes, and Antibelus, the son of 
Maza3us, arrived at the camp, with tidings that Darius 
had been thrown into chains by Bessus, Barsaentes, 
and Nabarzanes. 
not ngainst Bcssus and his accomplices had, it seems, soon after 
their master's fortunes became desperate, formed the 
plan of seizing his person, with the intention eitlier 
to deliver him up to Alexander or to despatch him, 
as might best serve their interest. Their object was 
to secure themselves in the independent possession of 
their satrapies ; and they hoped either to receive them 
as the reward of their treachery from Alexander, or 
to be able after the death of Darius to retain them 
by force. Bessus was in some way connected with 



Darius. 
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the royal family, and thus saw a prospect of mounting chap, 
the vacant throne with the appearance of a legitimate 
title. The Bactrian troops, which formed the strength 
of his little army, were devoted to him ; but Patron, 
the commander of the Greek mercenaries, was the 
more stedfast in his fidelity to Darius, as he feared 
above all things to fall into Alexander's hands ; and 
the loyalty of Artabazus was kno^vn to be incor- 
ruptible. The traitors therefore thought it necessary 
to proceed with caution. In a council which was held 
after their departure frx)m Ecbatana^, Nabarzanes 
ventured to propose that the king should for the 
time resign his authority to Bessus, whose birth, 
rank, and influence in the provinces where they might 
expect to rally their forces, pointed him out as the 
man best qualified to restore the falling empire. 
Darius was so indignant at this suggestion, that he 
drew his scymitar, and was with difiiculty restrained 
from rushing upon the speaker. But after Bessus 
and Nabarzanes had withdrawn, he was induced to 
stifle his resentment by the counsels of Artabazus, 
who represented the danger of discord in the camp, 
at a juncture when Alexander was so close behind: 
and the conspirators, when they next appeared in the 
royal presence, feigned repentance and submission, 
and were again seemingly received into favour. But 
in the meanwhile they endeavoured to gain over the 
rest of the troops, and their designs became known 
to Patron and Artabazus. The Greek obtained an 
audience of Darius, disclosed his suspicions, and 
pressed the king to take refuge in the Greek camp. 
Darius, it is said, declared that he would rather die 
among his own people than owe his safety to the 



> Acconling to Curtius (▼. 8.) Darius in this council proposed to wait for Alex- 
ander, and give battle : a design so inconsistent with his character — especially if 
he had but 9000 men with him — that I am surprised Droysen should think the 
ihetoric of Curtius sufficient to prove it. 

u 4 
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CHAP, protection of foreigners ; nor could the persuasions 
■ of Artabazus induce him to change his resolution. 

He was soon after deserted by his attendants: his 
tent was surrounded by the Bactrians^ and no resist- 
ance was offered by the other troops, when by the 
command of Bessus he was chained and placed in a 
covered chariot. All submitted to the rebel's autho- 
rity, except the Greeks, and Artabazus and his sons, 
who withdrew from the camp, and turned aside out 
of the high road into the mountains of the Tapurians 
(Taberistan). 

Alexander, when he heard these tidings, imme- 
diately prepared for still more active pursuit. He 
did not even wait for the return of Ccenus, but leaving 
Craterus to follow with the army by gentle marches, 
set forward the same evening with a part of the 
cavalry, including the guard, and a select body of 
foot, whom he ordered to take nothing with them 
but two days' provisions. They marched the whole 
night, and did not halt until the next day at noon : 
and after a short repose again set out, continued their 
march through the night, and arrived at daybreak at 
the place where the fugitives had encamped, when 
they were deserted by Bagistanes. Here he was in- 
formed of the course that had been taken by the 
Greeks and Artabazus. His men and horses were 
now nearly spent with toil: yet he pressed forward 
without intermission for another night, and on the 
following noon reached a village where the barbarians 
had encamped the day before. Here he learned that 
they had determined to pursue their march during 
the night ; and it seemed hopeless with troops so fa- 
tigued to overtake them on the same road. By inquiry 
however among the country people, he discovered 
that there was a cross-road leading over a desert arid 
tract, by which he might gain upon them. But his 
intantry were unable to follow him with the speed 
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required for this last effort: he therefore mounted c"ap- 
500 of the officers and best soldiers of the infantry, i — ^ — ' 
in their ordinary armour, and ordering Nicanor and 
Attains to proceed along the high road with the 
hypaspists and Agrianians lightly equipped, himself 
with his little band took the shorter route. After 
another laborious night, he came up by daybreak 
with the enemy, whom he found in all the disorder of 
a hasty retreat. The numbers which he had brought 
with him were not known, and his unexpected pre- 
sence spread general consternation. Scarcely any 
attempt was made at resistance: the conspirators, 
when they found that he was approaching, pressed 
Darius to mount a horse, and fly with them. The 
unhappy king now preferred falling into the hands 
of a generous enemy. On his refusal, they left him Murderer 
mortally wounded in the chariot, and took to flight ^^*^"^ 
accompanied by 600 horse. lie expired before Alex- 
ander saw him. The conqueror threw his own cloak 
over the corpse. 

One of the many kings who would have been hap- 
pier and more honoured if they had never mounted 
the throne. Yet if he had reigned in peaceful times 
he would probably have been esteemed at least as well 
able to fill it as most of his predecessors : and it is 
very doubtful whether any of them, had they been in 
his case, would have defended it more successfully. 
None however could have lost it more ingloriously ; 
and perhaps he has only gained the credit of mildness 
and moderation, because, as Arrian observes, he had 
no opportunity of showing his real character in this 
respect, in a reign which was one series of troubles 
and disasters. As, after his accession to the throne, 
he lost the reputation for personal courage which he 
had previously earned, so it was his fate after death 
to recover the honours of which he had been stript 
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during his life.^ Alexander ordered his body to be 
buried in the sepulchre of his ancestors with royal 
magnificence, took charge of the education of his 
children, and married his daughter. 

Alexander had encamped near the Parthian city, 
which, being a point where many roads met, bore the 
sounding Greek name of Hecatompylus (the hundred- 
gated), probably not far from Damaghan ; and here 
he suffered his troops to rest until they were rejoined 
by the main body, which he had left under the 
command of Craterus. If we might believe Curtius 
and Diodorus, a very general wish now manifested 
itself in the army to be released from further service, 
and it was only by an eloquent appeal to their sense 
of honour that Alexander induced his Macedonian 
troops to remain with him. It is certain that he now 
dismissed the greater part of his Greek auxiliaries, 
but with praise and munificent rewards. Beside their 
pay, reckoned to the time of their arrival in Greece, 
the horsemen received each a talent, and each foot 
soldier a tenth part of that sum. But those Avho 
were willing to stay were rewarded with a donative of 
three talents a man — that is, probably for the cavalry, 
and for the infantry in proportion. A letter from 
Alexander to Parmenio, quoted by Plutarch, proves 
that he thought it expedient to proclaim that the 
Macedonians also were at liberty to depart — if there 
were any who chose to abandon their king in the 
midst of his victorious career. His offer was received 
Avith general acclamations: they would follow him 
into whatever part of the world he might lead them. 
Tlieir zeal was recompensed with the treasure found 
among the baggage of Darius. Yet, when the aux- 
iliaries had left him, he found his army reduced to 
20,000 foot, and 3000 horse : to be reinforced indeed 

' Tlu' remark may nppear sentimental ; but it is Arrian*s. 
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within no long time by the two brigades of the pha- chap. 
lanx, which were waiting for the arrival of Cleitus at . ^^ ■ 
Ecbatana. The satrapy of Parthia and — though he 
had not yet entered it — of Hyrcania, was bestowed 
on a Parthian, Amminapes, who had contributed with 
Mazaces to open Egypt to the Macedonians : but with 
him as usual was associated a Macedonian named 
Tlepolemus, as inspector, or military goveruor of the 
province. ^ 

He then divided his forces into three columns, for Alexander 
the invasion of Hyrcania. AVith the lightest he him- Hi^ia. 
self took the shortest, but most difficult road over the 
mountains on his left. The second division he gave 
to Craterus, with orders to march westward into the 
territory of the Tapurians, and both to reduce the 
barbarians to submission, and if possible to make liim- 
self master of Artabazus and the Greeks. Erigyius, 
Avith the third division and the baggage, was to follow 
the easier and more circuitous road which led north- 
ward to Zadracarta — probably the site of Sari, the 
modem capital of Mazanderan. This mountainous 
region, which separates the great plains of Khorasan 
from the fertile valleys which open on the soutli coast 
of the Caspian sea, was inhabited by a fierce race of 
independent barbarians. Alexander by the rapidity 
of his movements — advancing with a few light troops 
before the main body of his division — secured the 
passes, yet the troops which followed him did not 
effect their passage without some difficulty and loss. 
In his camp on the river which Curtius calls the Zio- 
baris, Diodorus the Stibcetes, where he rested four 
days, he received a letter from Nabarzanes, who had 
already abandoned Bessus, and now offered to sur- 
render himself, if he might be assured of his personal 
safety. Alexander gave the royal pledge which he 

' Arr. III. 22. a-Konuy ra 4y Ua(t9vtUots tc «cal 'TpKtuflois, 
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CHAP, required; considering him perhaps as the tool of 
. ^^' . Bessus, and therefore as beneath his vengeance. As 



of Arta- 
bazus. 



he pursued his march, he was met by Phrataphcrnes, 
the satrap of Hyrcania, and by several of the prin- 
cipal Persians who had followed Darius, and had 
made their escape after his death. They had been 
faithful to their prince, and found a gracious reception 
from the conqueror. He then proceeded toward Za- 
dracarta; but it seems before he reached it he was 
rejoined by Craterus and Erigyius.^ Craterus had 
overpowered all resistance wherever he passed through 
the land of the Tapurians, but he had not fallen in 
submiMion with Artabazus or the Greeks. Soon after however 
Artabazus liimself came to the camp Avith three of 
his sons, accompanied by Autophradates, the satrap of 
the Tapurians, and by deputies from the Greek sol- 
diers. To reward the submission of Autophradates, 
Alexander permitted him to retain his satrapy ; and 
he honoured the loyalty of the venerable Artabazus, 
whom he kept near his o\vn person, with the most 
delicate marks of attention. He himself usually ac- 
companied the march of the army on foot : but, when 
attended by Artabazus, he mounted on horseback, 
that the old man, who w^as now in his ninety-fifth 
year, might not be ashamed to ride by his side. To 
the Greek deputies, wlio wished to capitulate with 
him, he gave a stern answer : he would make no sti- 
pulation with men who had so violated the duty which 
they owed to their country, and had disobeyed the 
decrees of the national congress. They must throw 
themselves unconditionally on his mercy, or must 
provide for their safety as they could. They then 
consented to surrender at discretion, and at their 
request Alexander sent Andronicus and Artabazus to 
conduct the troops to liis camp. 

' This depends on the question whether the Zadracarta mentioned by Arrian 
(ill. 2a. ) is the same place with the Zadracarta which he mentions (in. 25.), or, 
as Droysen thinks, a different one. 



THE MARDIANS. 301 

Another fierce tribe remained to be subdued on the chap. 
western side of Hyrcania, the Mardians, whose seats - 

appear to have occupied the confines of Ghilan and The Mar- 
Mazanderan; a race of robbers who thought them- ****^* 
selves secure in the midst of the thick forests which 
clothed the sides of their mountains, and had there- 
fore neglected to propitiate the conqueror. He had 
indeed advanced so far eastward, as to lead them to 
suppose that he did not intend to attack their terri- 
tory, which had not for a long time been violated by 
the foot of an invader. His sudden appearance 
therefore struck them with the greater terror, and 
when his perseverance had surmounted the natural 
obstacles of the land, he had but little resistance to 
encounter from its inhabitants. In the course of this 
expedition Bucephalus fell into the enemy's hands. 
Alexander made it known that unless his horse was 
restored to him, he would not leave the country until 
he had exterminated the whole population. The 
threat answered its purpose: the noble animal was 
brought back to its master ; and soon after an embassy 
came to announce the entire submission of the tribe. 
Alexander committed the government of it to Auto- 
phradates, whom he had already entrusted with the 
adjacent satrapy of Tapuria. He then returned to 
his encampment on the road to Zadracarta, where he 
found the Greek soldiers who had come to await his 
pleasure, with the envoys who had accompanied 
Darius in his flight, and had afterwards followed their 
countrymen into the Tapurian mountains. Beside 
those of Sparta and Athens there were some from 
Sinope and Chalcedon. They met with various treat- 
ment according to the diflference of their cases. The 
Spartans and the Athenians were placed in confine- 
ment: the envoys of Sinope, which lay within the 
territories of the Great King, and had no share in the 
national deliberations of the Greeks, were allowed to 
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cnAP. depart; and the same indulgence was extended to 



LL 



Heracleides, the envoy of Chalcedon, though not en- 
titled to the same plea. The soldiers too who liad 
been in the service of Persia before the states to which 
they belonged had entered into alliance idth Mace- 
donia, were set at liberty. The rest were incor- 
porated Avith the army on the same terms on which 
they had served Darius, and were placed under the 
command of Andronicus, who had interceded in their 
Arrival at* behalf. Alexander then made his entry into Zadra- 
zadracarta. ^^j.^^^ whcrc he remained fifteen days, and solemnised 
his triumph with sacrifices and games. It was an 
interval of repose needed to refresh his troops after 
the fatigues which they had lately undergone, and to 
prepare them for the toils and hardships of the expe- 
dition on which he was now about to lead them into 
the eastern provinces of the empire. 

The further Alexander advanced into the heart of 
Asia, the more clearly must he have perceived the 
disproportion between the forces with which he had 
achieved his conquests, and the extent of the territory 
which he had subjected to his sway. For the purpose 
indeed of victory, his army seemed sufficiently strong : 
and he had reason to believe that into whatever new 
regions he might penetrate, he should meet with no 
obstacles in nature which he could not surmount, and 
no enemy that he could not overpower. But his ob- 
ject was not merely to gain battles, and to traverse 
vast countries, but to found a durable empire in the 
East : and for this end it was necessary that his au- 
thority should be cheerfully acknowledged by the in- 
habitants of his new dominions : that they should be 
led as soon as possible to forget that they had been re- 
duced under the yoke of a foreigner : that his govern- 
ment should appear to them a continuation of that to 
which they had been accustomed under their native 
princes. It was henceforth not as the conqueror, but 
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as the successor, of the Great King, that he wished to chap. 
be regarded by his Eastern subjects. The death of - » 



Darius — brought about as it had been so as to leave 
him without reproach — was an event of inestimable 
importance in this point of view. The vacancy of the 
throne did not indeed establish his title to the suc- 
cession : but too many revolutions had happened in 
Persia, especially of late years, for much oflfence to be 
taken at a change of dynasty, if in other respects 
national prejudices were spared. The voluntary sub- 
mission of Artabazus, while it might have great weight 
as an example, showed that Persians the most devoted 
to the royal house might now acknowledge Alexander 
as their legitimate sovereign. The Persian kings 
themselves, though in the course of two centuries 
their authority had spread its roots far and wide in 
the habits and feelings of the people, derived their 
power — except in the small province which was the 
cradle of their dynasty — from conquest, and in many 
parts of their dominions had been always looked upon 
as foreign masters. Alexander therefore might well 
step into the place of Darius. 

The title under which he ascended the throne, was Alexander's 
of much less importance than the manner in which he ^^^* 
filled it. The policy dictated by his situation required 
that he should keep two objects constantly in view : 
the one to conciliate his subjects, the other to impress 
them with reverence for their new ruler. The first 
end was attained with little difficulty, and without 
any extraordinary sacrifices. It was only necessary, 
that all who submitted to him should find as much 
security for their persons and property as had been 
afforded by the preceding government: and with a 
little vigilance and activity it was easy to give more. 
The tribute was left on its ancient footing: all 
branches of the administration were conducted in the 
same manner as before : but tjTanny and arbitrary 
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CHAP, exactions were likely to be repressed in a greater 

' » degree both by the character of the sovereign, and 

by the system of mutual control which he established 
for his own security. The provinces which bordered 
on the predatory tribes, which had so long been per- 
mitted to retain their independence in the heart of 
tlie empire, must have had reason to rejoice in the 
revolution which had transferred the sceptre to a 
liand that could wield the sword. It was probably 
at least as much with a view to conciliate the people, 
as to gain the support of the great families — though 
it would be difficult nicely to distinguish between the 
two ends — that, as he left Greece at a greater distance 
behind him, he more and more frequently filled the 
vacant governments with Persians, or allowed those 
who submitted to retain their satrapies : so that this 
became at last a rule from which he seldom deviated. 
It operated certainly as a strong lure to incline those 
who were still wavering to his side. But this can 
scarcely have been his principal motive : for after the 
death of Darius he had less and less reason to appre- 
hend resistance to his arms, but might well grow 
more and more anxious about the means of securing 
his conquests : and he might think A\dth good ground 
that the sight of Macedonians filling the highest 
stations, even if they did not abuse their power, was 
likely to excite general discontent. 

It was however still more necessary for an Asiatic 
ruler that he should be feared and reverenced than 
that he should be loved. It may be thought that 
Alexander's wonderful fortune, and extraordinary 
endowments of body and mind, could not fail to 
strike the conquered nations with admiration, and 
that no artifices could be necessary to exalt him in 
their eyes. But Alexander must soon have dis- 
covered, that it was not by such means Eastern 
royalty ever attracted the veneration of its subjects. 
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No intrinsic merit could in their estimation supply chap. 
the place of the pomp and splendour which they 
always associated with the idea of greatness. The 
Great King, though the feeblest and worst of men, 
was viewed as a superior being, so long as the luxuries 
and ceremonies of a court were interposed between 
him and the rest of mankind: but no measure of 
wisdom and virtue could have obtained the same re- 
verence for him, if in his dress and manner of living 
he had descended to a level with other men. It was 
therefore absolutely necessary for the security of 
Alexander's throne that he should adopt the prin- 
cipal at least of the outward distinctions, which had 
been always deemed essential to the majesty of his 
Persian predecessors : that he should assume the 
Eastern garb in which alone some of these dis- 
tinctions could appear : that he should be surrounded 
by a numerous train of state attendants, and that the 
simple fonns of the Macedonian court should be ex- 
changed for the strict rules of Persian etiquette. 
The Great King wore his tiara erect ; he sat on a 
raised seat, on which it was a capital crime in a sub* 
ject to place himself; he was to be served with certain 
ceremonies ; and he was to be approached only with 
peculiar observances, which resembled a religious 
adoration, and were perhaps derived from a per- 
suasion which they strongly tended to confirm, of a 
kind of divinity that resided in the royal person,^ 

' Tet It would not be safe to attribute to tbe Persians any very distinct concep* 
tlons on tbis point Flathe observes, tbat tbe modem Persians revere tbeir kings 
as divinities : whicb, whatever travellers may say, it is clear no Mahometans can 
do. He adds, that Chard in relates, that the modem Persians ascribe powers of 
healing to their kings. Kings of England too, who were not looked upon either as 
gods or heroes, touched for the evil. The state of the case may be illustrated by a 
passage in the life of Timur. After having mentioned some instances of the vene- 
ration with which the Tartar conqueror was regarded by his emirs, Chereffeddin 
proceeds to observe (torn, u p. 273.), ** Toutes ces demonstrations de respect et 
d'amour des officiers de Timur, sont non seulement des preuves de son grand 
n^^rite ; mais elles marquent outre cela quelqM ekote de divin, qui Im avoit M 
aeenrdi d*en kaut par detna Us amtrtt hommes.** We see that the propensity 
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Alexander was not of a character that would have 
permitted him to become the slave of such forms: 
laut he was too prudent to discard tliem, even if they 
had been, as perhaps they were at first, repugnant to 
his feelings. It was his object, as far as possible, to 
relieve and temper them with Grecian taste and free- 
dom. In the camp he never allowed them to fetter 
his movements ; but on state occasions it was his wish 
to observe all the leading points of the Persian cere* 
monial. But there was a great difficulty in the way. 
Was it to be expected tliat liis Macedonian nobles, 
the partners of his toils, who had been used to terms 
of familiar intercourse with their princes, should 
submit to a foreign custom, which placed so wide a 
distance between him and them ? Or, on the other 
hand, was it consistent with his dignity to dispense in 
their case with the marks of respect which he exacted 
from his Persian subjects ? 

It was a question turning indeed upon a mere form, 
but involving the most important consequences. The 
compliance of the Macedonians would reduce them, 
outwardly at least, to a level with the conquered 
people, from whom it was no doubt their wish to be 
distinguished as a superior race. It is probable that 
they viewed all the favours conferred on the Persians 
with jealousy, as rights withheld from themselves, 
and at the utmost reluctantly admitted the expediency 
of such concessions. Still the honours bestowed on 
others could not lower them. But if they submitted 
to the ceremony now required from them, the distinc- 
tion on which they prided themselves was effiiced: 
nor would they be able to retain any of their national 
privileges but at the king's pleasure : every trace of 
freedom might soon be lost. 

of mankind to idolise power and greatness, is common to all ages and countries, 
and may be indulged even where It is utterly inconsistent with the letter of a 
received creed. 
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There can be little doubt that it was the very same chap. 



reason which led Alexander to attach so much value 
to the ceremony. It was his intention to reduce all 
his subjects to the same level beneath himself: to re- 
cognise no distinction between Europeans and Asiatics, 
Greeks and barbarians : to admit no claims founded 
on any other title than personal merit, and this to be 
measured by the zeal shown in his service, and sub- 
ject to his own judgment. In him this was perhaps 
not the simple effect of ordinary ambition : it was a 
natural result of the view which he took of the relation 
in which he stood to his own people. The distance 
which might seem to separate him from them was so 
great, that any advantage they might possess over 
the conquered nations, was in comparison too trifling 
to be regarded. The Macedonians were a semi-bar- 
barian race, which had only been raised to the station 
it now occupied among nations by the efforts of its 
kings. He, according to the traditions of his family, 
which he firmly believed, was not only sprung from 
the purest Hellenic blood, but from a heroic lineage, 
and on both sides traced his origin to the father of 
the gods. And he felt himself to be worthy of this 
illustrious descent. The victories, which enabled the 
Macedonians to look down upon other nations as their 
inferiors, had been his triumphs. It was he who still 
sustained the monarchy he had founded. The Mace- 
donians had as much reason as the Persians to regard 
him as a being of a higher order. 

Still, as these thoughts had been nourished and un- 
folded in himself by the recent change in his fortunes, 
it was not to be expected that the Macedonians could 
be easily brought to adopt these views. Yet it was 
only so far as they were impressed with them, that 
they could willingly submit to a ceremony, which was 
both degrading in itself, and mortifying to their na- 
tional self-complacency. It seems to have been for 
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CHAP, the purpose of overcoming their aversion, that Alex- 



LI. 



ander, about the same time that he assumed the tiara, 
and some other distinguishing ornaments of the royal 
attire \ and ordered his court after the Persian model, 
encouraged the diffusion of a report, which in fact 
only expressed his own consciousness of his extra- 
ordinary genius in a mythical form : that his birth, 
as well as his origin, was divine like that of Hercules 
and ^acus^ : the secret, which had been long kept to 
protect Olympias from dishonour, had been revealed 
to the king himself by the oracle of Ammon.^ It was 

' Plutarch indeed (Al. 45.) asserts that Alexander did not adopt the tiara, or 
the vest called the Kdi^vs, or the loose trowsers {itya^vpl9€s) which belonged to the 
Median garb. But it seems hardly credible that be ahould have assumed the 
J^tem dress, and yet have forborne to use those parts of it which in the eyes of 
the people were inseparably associated with the royal majesty. We may therefore 
confidently prefer the positive testimony of Diodorus (xvu. 77.) rh UtpiriKhp 
hdhjfia -Kfpiderro (or, as Curtius more distinctly describes it (vi. 6. ), purpureum 
diadema distinctum albo, quale Darius habuerat) icax rbv SioUevicoy ivMaaro 
X<TWva, koDL t^v ncp<rticV fw'^", foi r&KKa rrX^v ray iva^vpl^wy koI rov xdyliuos. 
The royal dress seems to have been distinguished not so much by its &shioD« 
except in the tiara, as by its colours, which Alexander adopted. Wesseling (on 
Diodorus, u. s. ) suggests what is not improbable, that he by degrees assumed other 
parts of the Medo-Persian attire. 

" Plutarch (Al. 27.) reports a remarkable conversation which Alexander had In 
JBgypt with a philosopher called Psammon (Pe-Amoun ?) who taught that all 
men are governed by God : for the ruling principle in each is divine : but 
Alexander was of opinion that the deity {rby dtdy) is indeed the common father 
of all men, but adopts the best as peculiarly his own, IBlovs irotovfityoy icunov robs 

ttpiffTOVt. 

■ Mr. Williams (Alex. p. 217.) has a singular remark on this sutyect, which 
deserves notice, as many readers may have been misled by it He says : — When 
it wat proved to pay the same outward respect to Alexander {um to the Persian 
kinff)t it could only be done by aaeerting, that he was as much entitled to divine 
honour as Dionysius, Hercules^ and the Dioscuri^ Castor and PoUux. As far as I 
can tnxce, Alexander never attempted to claim any other homage as a divinity; 
nor do I find, from any resprciabk authority, that he ever as$erte<l himself to be 
the son of Ammon, But if it is admitted that Alexander claimed homage as a 
divinity, it seems to be moving a superfluous question of pagan theology, to inquire 
what kind of divinity he claimed. Mr. Williams's remark would lead the unin- 
formed reader to suppose, that Dionysius, Hercules, and the Dioscuri, were not 
worshipped as gods. And again, if it was necessary to assert, that Alexander was 
as much entitled to divine honour as these personages, it would seem to have been 
necessary, for the proof of this assertion, to show that he, like them, was the son 
of a god : though still it did not follow that he should receive divine honours in 
his lifetime. Mr. Williams, while he rejects the story, unconsciously produces the 
strongest arguments in Its favour. Arrian's language (iv. 9. ), irpoincvyeiaBai 4$4\€tv 
*A\4laylipoy \6yos icarcx^^ tirov<n\s fskv atrnp iral rrjs itfi^l rov "Afifimvos warpbs 
paKK6v n fi ^iKhnrov 83(i}r, seems to imply that he had found, from authority 
which seemed to him respectable, that Alexander not only asserted, but fancied 
himself to be a son of Ammon. Flathe (i. 347.) conceives that the relation to 
Ammon was claimed to impose upon the Asiatics. But it Is not at all clear thar 
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indeed not likely that such a story should be believed, chap. 
except perhaps in the ardour of military enthusiasm ■ 

by the most ignorant of the private soldiers. But 
still it might serve as a colour for his claims, which 
might render them less revolting to the feelings of 
Macedonians and Greeks, than if they had rested 
merely on his power of enforcing them. The bitter 
consequences which flowed from this unhappy state 
of things will appear in the sequel. 

Nearly about the same time that Alexander was 
engaged in the pursuit of Darius, the affairs of Greece 
took a turn which relieved him from all anxiety about 
the safety of Macedonia. His progress had been 
anxiously watched by the Greeks, who regarded it 
not merely as a succession of dazzling achievements, 
but as it affected the interests of their own country ; 
and they had never ceased to hope that it might be 
arrested by some disaster, which would be the signal 
for a general insurrection against Macedonian ascen- 
dancy. Before the battle of Issus the language of the 
Persian courtiers was re-echoed by the orators in the 
Greek assemblies: and Demosthenes, mistaking his 
wishes for grounds of belief, assured the Athenians 
that they would soon hear that the Macedonian army 
had been trampled down by the Persian cavalry. 
Even after the second defeat of Darius, his cause did 
not appear desperate in Greece, and an embassy had 
been sent, as we have seen, by Sparta, to solicit his 
aid for the preparations she was then making against 
Antipater. It was of course subsidies only that they 
expected from him : but these, in a contest which was 
to be decided chiefly by mercenary troops, were of 
great importance. In the meanwhile she had formed 
a confederacy which embraced the greater part of the 
Peloponnesian states: Elis and Achaia, except Pellene, 

any thing more than the title and en^lgnii of royalty were needed to obtain their 
profoundest homage. 
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CHAP, and the whole of Arcadia, except Megalopolis, entered 
. ^^ . into this league ; Argos seems to have kept aloof, and 
Messene was undoubtedly hostile. Even beyond the 
Isthmus some states promised assistance: probably 
those of the west, as the ^Etolians had either already 
incurred Alexander's vehement displeasure by the re- 
duction of Qiniadae, or were meditating the blow which 
they afterwards struck.^ Athens however did not 
venture to stir, though Demosthenes, according to his 
rival, claimed the merit of having been the principal 
author of the movements in Peloponnesus'^; Alex- 
ander's flattering presents may have concurred with 
the garrison of the Cadmea, to restrain her from a 
step which would have exposed her to the fate of 
Thebes. 

The news of Alexander's progress in the East rather 
encouraged than disheartened the Peloponnesians. 
The further he advanced, the less probable it became 
that he would ever return to Greece : the longer was 
the interval allowed for some decisive stroke, while 
Macedonia was abandoned to its own resources, which 
were almost exhausted by the incessant demand of 
levies for the army in the East. They waited only 
for a favourable opportunity : and this was at length 
afforded by events which took place in the countries 
north of Macedonia, which were subject to Alexander. 
Zopyrion, who had been appointed governor of the 
maritime region between the Balkan and the Danube, 
had engaged in a rash expedition against the Scythians, 
had been defeated and slain ; and the greater part of 
his army, 30,000 men, had shared his fate.^ It was 
perhaps this disaster that encouraged Memnon, the 
governor of Thrace, to throw off* his allegiance to 
Alexander, and to excite the Thracians, who were 
themselves sufficiently impatient of the yoke, to sup- 

» Plutarch, Al. 49. > iEschlncs, Ctcs. § 167 • Justin, xn. 1. 
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port him in his revolt/ While Antipater marched to chap. 
suppress this rebellion, the Peloponnesian confede- 
rates, thinking that they now saw a juncture highly 
propitious to their designs, assembled their forces, 
and declared open war against Macedonia. The 
Spartans first took the field under their king Agis, 
with the entire levies of Laconia, and a body of mer- 
cenaries, and gained a decisive victory over an army 
which was brought against them by Corragus, of 
whom we do not know whether he was a Macedonian 
or an Arcadian leader.^ But he probably commanded 
the troops of Megalopolis. After his defeat, Agis was 
joined by the other forces of the league, which, in- 
cluding 10,000 mercenaries, amounted to 20,000 foot 
and 2000 horse, and laid siege to Megalopolis. He 
pressed it so closely, that its fall was daily expected, 
Avhen the news came that Antipater was advancing 
to its relief. When he heard of the movements in 
Peloponnesus, he brought the war in Thrace, where 
he had probably already gained some decisive ad- 
vantage over the enemy, to a speedy termination: 
and then hastened southward, on his march collecting 
the forces of all the states which still adhered to Ma- 
cedonia, so that when he arrived in Peloponnesus he 
was at the head of 40,000 men. . Agis, though so 
much inferior in numbers, did not decline a battle, 
and it seems that he skilfully endeavoured to com- 
pensate for the difference by the strength of his posi- 
tion, and that it was not until he was drawn from it 
in pursuit of the enemy, that the fortune of the day 
turned in favour of the Macedonians.^ Early in the 
action he himself was severely wounded, and carried 

* Diodorus, xvii. 62. 

' Freinshdm (Supplement ad Curt vi.) has, juxta Corrhagum Mactdonm 
castelhtm : apparently neither understanding the words of .Sschines (Ctes. § 165.) 
nor perceiving the moral impossibility that the battle should have been fought in 
Macedonia. Corragus however does not sound like a Greek name. We find a 
Macedonian so called in Diodorus, xvii. 100. 

' Curtius, VI. 1, 2. 
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out of the field ; but finding tliat his pursuers were on 
the point of overtaking him, ordered himself to be set 
down, and, resting on one knee, defended himself to 
the last with a spirit worthy of Sparta. The allies 
lost between 5000 and 6000 men ; Antipater, accord- 
ing to the more credible account, more than 3000. 

After this defeat nothing remained for the van- 
quished but to throw themselves on the conqueror's 
mercy. Antipater however would not undertake to 
decide on the conditions of peace. To relieve himself 
from responsibility, or rather perhaps in imitation of 
the policy which Philip and Alexander had adopted 
on similar occasions, he assembled a congress at 
Corinth, and referred the case of the rebellious states 
to its judgment. The Achaeans and ^Etolians were 
condemned to pay a fine of 120 talents to Megalopolis. 
But the congress itself did not venture to pass sen- 
tence on Sparta. She was ordered to place fifty of 
her principal citizens as hostages in the hands of 
Antipater, and to send an embassy to Alexander, to 
learn his pleasure.^ 

This blow riveted the chains forged at Chaeronea, 
which however were still destined to be burst by 
more than one gallant struggle, though never to be 
finally shaken off. Alexander, when he heard of 
Antipater's success, is said to have spoken contemptu- 
ously of the battle of mice^^ which his lieutenant had 
been fighting, while he had been slaughtering myriads, 



* Dro]r9en*8 admiration li entirely reserved for his hero, whose conquests he 
chooses to consider as the cause of Greece : the Greeks who take up arms against 
Macedonia are a discontented, faithless, mercenary faction : he even goes the 
length of charging the Spartans (who at least were not a faction) with treason to 
the cause of Greece, because they refhsed to take part in the congress of Corinth, 

nd afterwards made war with Alexander. It has been the fote of every struggle 
for freedom, and one of the hardest trials of those who engage In one, that, if it 
pn>ves unsuccessful, It is condemned as an enterprise of madmen and traitors. 
Tet such language ill becomes a historian, whose country so lately shook off a 
foreign yoke, by an effort which has been applauded more than that of Agis, only 
becausi* it was more successftil. 

* Plutarch, Ages. c. 15. fivofiaxla ris. 
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and overrunning kingdoms ; and while the event con- * chap, 
tinned unknown, it did not in the slightest degree - 
interfere with his operations. Yet Antipater's victory 
was perhaps not much less hardly won than either of 
his own over Darius. But from the distance at which 
he now stood, Greece and Macedonia began to appear 
very diminutive objects. His little kingdom was now 
chiefly valuable to him as a nursery of soldiers ; and 
the most important advantage which he reaped from 
the establishment of his power in Greece, was that it 
ensured a constant succession of recruits for his army. 
But he had resolved not to be much longer dependent 
on his European dominions for such supplies. The 
barbarians, he believed, only wanted training to be- 
come as good troops as the Macedonians : and he gave 
orders that boys should be selected from the hardiest 
races to be instructed in the Greek language and in 
the use of Macedonian arms. This was the first step 
toward an interfusion of European and Asiatic blood, 
manners, and feelings, which he appears to have con- 
templated as the firmest support of his throne. 
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Alexander marches toward Bactria. — Treachery of Satibarzanes, 

— Artacoana, — Philotas. — Loses Alexander's Favour. — Ptoi 
of Dimnus. — Trial of JF^Uotas. — Alexander's Accusation, 
— Unpopularity of Philotas, — His Defence. — He is put io 
the Torture, — Death of Philotas atid Parmenio. — Other 
Trials for Treason, — Encroaching Spirit of Olympias, — The 
Ariaspians. — March across the Paropamisus, — Pass€tge cf 
the Oxus, — Bessus is betrayed and taken, — Alexander 
reaches the Jajcartes, — Foundation of Alexandria Eschate. — 
Revolt in Sogdiana, — The Seven Fortresses, — The Asiatic 
Scythians, — Passage of the Jaxartes, — Defeat of the Scythians, 

— Enterprise of Spitamenes, — Defeat of the Macedonians, — 
Alexander's Revenge, — Doom of Bessus, — Scythian Embassy, 

— Pharasmanes, — Fresh Revolt in Sogdiana. — Alexander 
lays Siege to the Sogdian Rock, — Roxana, — Success of Spi* 
tamenes, — Chase at Bazaria, — Alexander's Court, — Death 

of Cleitus, — Ifwasion of Xenippa. — Sysimithres DefecU 

and Death of Spitamenes, — Winter Quarters at Nautaca^ — 
ParcBtacene. — Fortress of Chorienes, — Hermolaus, — Plot of 
the Pages, — Punishment of the Conspirators, — Callisthenes, — • 
Offends Alexander. — Is accused of Treason, — Put to Death, 

Alexander's next object, after the subjection of 
Hyrcania had secured a communication between the 
shores of the Caspian and the interior provinces on 
the south side of the chain of Elburz, was to crush 
tlie resistance which he had to expect from Bessus 
and his remaining confederates, and to take possession 
of the eastern satrapies as far as the borders of India, 
where a boundless field lay open to his ambition. 
The power of Bessus was the most formidable, as 
well on account of the extent and resources of the 
fertile and populous countries which he governed, as 
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because tlie adjacent steppes of Tartary, and the high oiap. 
table-land to the east of his province, both afforded a ^ ^"' ■ 
ready refuge from pursuit, and might again supply 
him with numerous auxiliaries. It was therefore to 
this quarter that Alexander's attention was mainly 
directed. From the Hyrcanian capital he marched 
into the territory of the Parthyaeans, or Parthians — 
the people who were destined to wrest so large a 
portion of his empire from his successors — which lay 
at the southern foot of the Elburz.^ It must not 
however be supposed that he retraced his steps. He 
no doubt advanced along the south-east comer of the 
Caspian, through Korkan, and then crossed the lower 
ridges which connect the Elburz with the Indian 
Caucasus. He thus came within the borders of Aria 
to a city called Susia, most probably Tons, ruins of 
which are still found near Meshed, the modem capital 
of Persian Khorasan.^ Here he was met by Satibar- 
zanes, the satrap of the province, to whom he restored 
his satrapy as the reward of his submission. An im- 
portant ally was thus detached from Bessus: and 
Aria, acknowledging Alexander's authority, parted 
Bactria from the southern provinces, two of which, 
Drangiana and Arachosia, were governed by Bar- 
saentes, one of the murderers of Darius. As Alex- 
ander expected reinforcements from Media, he ordered 
Anaxippus to accompany Satibarzanes with forty 
horse-dartmen, to prevent any hostilities which might 
arise through mistake between the natives and the 
troops which were on their march from the west. 

> Strabo, xi. 9. V. Hammer (Wiener Jahrbuecher, vil p. 253.) observes that 
Purthyaa — which he considers as equivalent to Faraschwad, or the land of the 
plain and of the mountains — originally comprehended Ghilan, Dilem, Maianderan, 
Dahistan, Taberistan, and Kumis. He refers to a dissertation in his Fundgntben 
des Orients, ui. p. 319. Strabo (u. s.) distinguishes only two provinces, Coniisene 
and Chorcne, in Parthyaca, or I'arthyene, which he makes to extend westward as 
far as Rhaga?. He does not mark its eastern limits. 

* ** About seventeen miles N. N. W. of Mushed, upon the eastern bank of a 
small stream that forms a principal branch of the Mushed river.** Fraser, 
Ivhorasan, p. 517. 
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At Susia he received intelligence that Bessus had 
assumed the tiara, the name of Artaxerxes, and the 
title of king of Asia ; that he had been joined by a 
great number of Persians, had collected a powerful 
Bactrian army, and expected to be reinforced by some 
of the Scythian tribes. Bessus was evidently aware 
of the advantage which he might derive from the 
ensigns of royalty ; and this was a hint which must 
have confirmed Alexander in his resolution not to 
neglect them. He was here joined by a part of the 
troops from Ecbatana, including the Thessalian vo- 
lunteers, and other mercenaries, liorse and foot, under 
Philippus and Andromachus, and was rapidly ad- 
vancing toward the Oxus — in the direction, it seems, 
of Meru-Shah Jehan, — when tidings reached him 
that Satibarzanes had put Anaxippus and his party 
to death, and was collecting all the forces of Aria in 
the city of Artacoana, with the intention of joining 
Bessus. He had not supposed that Alexander would 
have turned aside from his route to disturb his prepa- 
rations. But Alexander instantly halted, and, having 
ordered Craterus to follow with the main body of the 
phalanx, pushed forward with two brigades, the light 
troops, and the cavalry of the guard, by forced marches 
toward Artacoana. At the unexpected news of his 
approach, Satibarzanes took to flight, and was de- 
serted by most of his troops. Artacoana, which stood 
on a high rock, precipitous on one side, and well sup- 
plied with water, did not immediately open its gates ; 
and Craterus was ordered to besiege it, while the 
king himself pursued the fugitives into the heart of 
their mountains. Those who remained in the villages 
were spared : of the rest few escaped death or slavery. 
On his return to the camp, Artacoana surrendered, 
and Arsames, a Persian, was appointed satrap of 
Aria. Not very far from Artacoana, yet probably 
not so nearly on the same site as has been commonly 
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supposed, Alexander's eye was struck by the central chap. 
position and extraordinary fertility of a plain on the ■ 
banks of the Arius (the Heri-rood), which induced 
him to found a city there for a Macedonian colony, 
to be called by his name (Alexandria Arionim): 
under that of Herat, it still preserves his memory, 
and continues to be the great inland port of the East^ 
an emporium of commerce between India, Persia, and 
Tartary. The army then continued its march south- 
ward to Prophthasia (probably Furrah in Seistan) 
the capital of Drangiana. Barsaentes was still less 
prepared for resistance than Satibarzanes, and he fled 
across the mountains into the territory of one of the 
Indian tribes, on the borders of his eastern satrapy 
Arachosia. But it seems that the fame and the 
terror of Alexander's arms had gone before him ; for 
he was seized by the Indians, and sent to Alexander, 
who put hun to death. 

The army's stay at Prophthasia was rendered un- 
happily memorable by one of the dark passages in 
Alexander's history: the first cloud that casts a 
shadow over his heroic character: the first calamity 
tliat embittered his hitherto uninterrupted prosperity. 
He discovered grounds for suspecting that a conspi- 
racy had been formed against his life, with the privity 
at least of several of his principal nobles, of some who 
lield the highest oflSces near his person, and had been 
distinguished by the most signal marks of his favour 
and confidence: among the rest by Parmenio's son 
Pliilotas. Philotas was at this time the only survivor Phiiotu. 
of three brothers who had accompanied the expedition. 
Hector, the youngest, had been drowned in the Nile, 
as Alexander was descending the river on his return 
to Syria. He had been always much beloved by the 
king, who was nearly of the same age, and was in- 

Chrbtle Id F6ttinger*8 Trayete, p. 415. 
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CHAP, terred by His orders with great magnificence. Nicanop^ 
• the commander of the hypaspists, died of a sudden 

illness, while the army was in full march against 
Bessus: at this loss also Alexander expressed much 
grief; but as his o^vn movements admitted of no 
delay, he left Philotas with a body of the cavalry 
which he commanded, to pay the last rites to his 
brother's remains. Philotas himself, as the com- 
mander of the horse-guard, stood nearer to the king's 
person than any man in the army, except perhaps 
Craterus and HephaBstion. None had enjoyed a larger 
share of the royal bounty; nor indeed would his 
temper, which was inclined to boundless profusion 
and to ostentatious magnificence, have been satisfied 
with any ordinary supplies. Nevertheless it was long 
since he had really possessed Alexander's confidence. 
^^^^ , During his stay in Egypt, Alexander had received 
favour. secret information of language used by Philotas in 
private conversation with a person to whom he 
thought he might safely unbosom himself, highly 
offensive to his sovereign. It was a Greek girl, one 
of the captives taken at Damascus', in whose com- 
pany, while he boasted of his own exploits, he aflfected 
to speak slightingly of Alexander, as a stripling who 
owed all that he had acquired to himself and his 
father.^ Some of these expressions had reached the 
ears of Craterus, who, if not an enemy, was a rival 
both of the father's and the son's for Alexander's good 
graces, and he brought the girl secretly to the palace, 
to tell her story to the king. It is painful to believe 
that Alexander could have listened to such con- 
temptible information: but Ptolemy and Aristobulus 
agreed as to the fact, that it was in Egypt he con- 
ceived the first suspicions of Philotas^, which appear 

* She was a native of Pella or Pydna, and had been taken by Autophradates on 
her passage to Samothrace. Plutarch, de Alex. Fort. ii. 7. Al. 48. 
■ PluUrcb, u. 9., and Al. 48. * Arrian, in. 26. 
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to have had no other ground. Yet he continued, as 
we have seen, to employ his services in the same high 
station, and outwardly to honour him as much as 
ever with his favour and confidence, while from time 
to time he received fresh motives for suspicion and 
resentment through the same impure channel. Still 
it is scarcely credible that he had hitherto entertained 
any serious doubts about his loyalty. He could not 
in that case have allowed him to retain a post which 
gave constant access to his person: nor would he have 
chosen Parmenio to superintend the transport of the 
treasures which were accumulated at Ecbatana, and 
to command the forces by which they were guarded. 
But even his respect for Parmenio appears to have 
been much abated, especially since the battle of Gau- 
gamela, where the old general, whose cautious counsels 
had never suited his temper or plans, was thought to 
have betrayed some want of energy and firmness. 
From Philotas he had been long at heart completely 
estranged, and was open to still more unfavourable 
impressions concerning him. The offence which Phi* 
lotas had given by the indiscretion of his language, 
had been much aggravated since Alexander had begun 
to assume the Persian state, and since a question had 
arisen as to the honours which he was to receive from 
tlie Macedonians. Philotas, as was to be expected 
from his character, which was frank and generous, 
but arrogant and harsh, appears to have declared him- 
self strongly both against the compliance required 
from them, and the reasons alleged for it. Both in 
public and in private he ridiculed the story which 
was becoming current, of the oracle which had re- 
vealed Alexander's supernatural birth. If we may 
believe Curtius, he had even ventured to write in a 
letter to the king, that he congratulated him on his 
admission into the number of the gods, but that he 
pitied those who were doomed to live under one who 



320 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAP, was not content with the limits of human nature. It 
. ^1^' ' was therefore clear that he might be expected vehe- 
mently to oppose the changes which Alexander wished 
to introduce. 
Plot of Such was the state of Alexander's feelings toward 

nimnui. Philotas, when Dimnus, a Macedonian officer, was 
charged by a youth named Nicomachus, with whom 
he was on terms of the closest intimacy, with a plot 
against the king's life. Nicomachus had informed his 
brother Cebalinus, that Dimnus had pressed him to 
take part in the conspiracy, and as an inducement 
had named several officers of high rank as his accom- 
plices. Cebalinus, who feared to excite suspicion if 
he applied for an audience of the king, happened to 
meet with Philotas at the palace gate, and disclosed 
the danger to him. Philotas entered the palace, and 
had a long interview with Alexander, but did not 
mention the information he had received, and in 
answer to the inquiries of Cebalinus alleged that the 
king had not been at leisure to attend to him. Another 
day passed: the same opportunity offered itself; and 
again no use was made of it. The third day was that 
on which the attempt was to be made against the 
king's life. Cebalinus, finding that Philotas had not 
spoken to the king on the subject, addressed himself 
to Metron, one of the royal household, who imme- 
diately carried the message to Alexander, though he 
happened to be then in the bath. Cebalinus was 
brought into his presence, and while he was examined, 
orders were given to arrest Dimnus. Dimnus how- 
ever either killed himself, or struggled so violently 
against the officers, that he received a mortal wound 
from them. 

Thus while his guilt seemed to be proved, no evi- 
dence remained as to the particulars of the conspiracy, 
but such as might be given by Nicomachus, a person 
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whose character did not entitle him to full credit.^ chap. 
But Alexander now discovered that the information . ^"* . 
had been received two days before by Philotas, and 
called upon him to account for his silence. Philotas 
pleaded in excuse, that the author of the story ap- 
peared to him so contemptible, that he did not think 
it fit to be mentioned to the king : he appealed to the 
whole tenor of his past life in proof of his innocence, 
and begged the king, however reprehensible his si- 
lence might have been, not to interpret it as treason. 
Alexander appeared to be satisfied with his apology, 
and off^ered his hand in token of forgiveness. But he 
forthwith held a council, at which Nicomachus was 
introduced, and repeated his story. Philotas was 
absent ; and Craterus seized the occasion to revive the 
king's suspicions against him. He was supported by 
Hephaestion, Coenus, Erigyius, Perdiccas, and Leon- 
natus; and Alexander was persuaded that it was 
necessary to arrest Philotas, and to wring the truth 
from him. That evening Philotas supped at the royal 
table : but in the night his house was surrounded by 
armed men, who led him a prisoner to the palace. 
Guards were stationed at the city gates, to prevent 
the news from being carried to Parmenio. The next ttw of 
day the Macedonian troops were assembled, according pw^o*^ 
to the forms used when they were to constitute a 
tribunal for the trial of a capital cause, as the repre- 
sentative of the Macedonian people. The corpse of 
Dimnus was exhibited: the witnesses, Nicomachus, 
Cebalinus, and Metron, were produced; and, when 
they had given their evidence, Alexander himself 
came forward as the accuser of Philotas. The speech Alexander's 
which Curtius puts into his mouth, though perhaps 



•ocuaaUon. 



* Droysen (p. 292.) describes him as one of the royal pages (einem Juengling au» 
der Edelschaar den Koenigs^ and does not give the slightest hint of the character 
implied in the expressions of Curtius, teortum, exoUhu, which are important for a 
just estimate of the transaction. 

VOL. VI. Y 
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CHAP, the rhetorical ornaments belong to the Roman writer, 
. ^1^' . may be considered as faithfully representing the sub- 
stance of that which he delivered. We know from 
the concurring testimony of Ptolemy and Aristobulus, 
that the strongest argument on which the charge of 
treason was grounded, was drawn from the prisoner's 
silence as to the information he had received from 
Cebalinus: we may therefore easily believe that 
Alexander endeavoured to supply the deficiency of 
this evidence by all the other indications he could 
collect of treasonable designs. When Philotas was 
arrested, it seems that his papers were seized, and 
that among them was found a letter from his father, 
written before Nicanor's death, in which he gave 
some advice to both his sons, which, if it had 
been ascertained that they were engaged in a con- 
spiracy, might have been interpreted as a cautious 
allusion to it. He bade them take care first of them- 
selves, then of their friends ; so, he added, we shall 
accomplish our purposes. As to the nature of these 
purposes, it contained no further hint. Yet it seems 
that Alexander produced this letter as a proof by 
which he himself was convinced, that both Nicanor 
and Parmenio shared the treasonable designs of Phi- 
lotas. As to Philotas himself, the assembly was 
reminded that he had been the intimate friend of the 
pretender Amyntas, and had been strongly suspected 
of having abetted his attempt to ascend the throne 
after Philip's death : and that Attains, the implacable 
enemy of all the children of Olympias, had married 
his sister. The insolent, if not treasonable language 
in which he had been long used to speak of his 
sovereign and benefactor, the audacious letter in 
which he had sneered at the oracle, were now for the 
first time made public. Alexander himself could no 
longer doubt that his life was in danger : it only re- 
mained to be seen whether his faithful soldiers, on 
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whose loyalty he cast himself, would shield their king chap. 
from the daggers of traitors. <■ / ■> 

Against such an accuser, a hero who was the idol 
of his army, a sovereign on whose favour every man 
present depended for wealth and promotion, whose 
life was so precious that it could not be too dearly 
secured by any sacrifice, and that his simple affirma- 
tion of his own apprehensions might seem sufficient 
proof of his danger, it must have gone hard with any 
defendant- But Philotas was not even popular with unpopu- 
the army: his character was not amiable: he had J^tw. 
made himself generally obnoxious by his overbearing 
manners, by his invidious display of his enormous 
wealth, by the luxury in which he indulged at the 
expense of the soldier's comfort : often, when the men 
were seeking their quarters, had they found the way 
blocked up by a train of carriages laden with the 
general's treasures : often had they been turned out 
of their lodgings to make room for his attendants : 
and even forced to take a circuitous path, that their 
noise might not disturb his slumbers. But it seems 
that he had still more deeply wounded the feelings of 
the Macedonians by another kind of indiscretion. He 
did not disguise his contempt for the national dialect 
and manners : he professed to know no language but 
Greek, and to need an interpreter to converse with 
the soldiers, who only spoke tlieir mother tongue : he 
affected to treat the Macedonians as no better than 
barbarians : perhaps claiming a pure Hellenic origin, 
like Alexander's, for his own family : and, as if bor- 
rowing the tone of Demosthenes, insulted them with 
the names of Phrygians and Paphlagonians.^ Such a 
person, charged with an atrocious crime by one who 
was as much admired and beloved as he was hated 
and envied, could not be viewed with impartial eyes : 

> Curtius, VI. II. 
T 2 
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CHAP, though many may have been moved with a feeling of 
w—,^ — f pity at the reverse of fortune by which the man, 
whose pride scarcely acknowledged his king as his 
superior, was brought before them as a criminal to 
await his doom from them. If there were any who 
hesitated, and who watched the effect which the ac- 
cusation produced on others, their doubts must have 
been removed, when Coenus, the prisoner's brother-in- 
law, calling him parricide and traitor, was seen to 
take up a stone, to set the example of the punishment 
which, according to ancient usage, a Macedonian 
assembly, combining the functions of judge and exe- 
cutioner, inflicted in such cases with its own hands, 

But this summary proceeding would not have sa- 
tisfied either Alexander, or the private enemies of 
Philotas: and it was suspected that this burst of 
loyal indignation was only a feint by which Coenus 
endeavoured to save his kinsman from the further 
ignominy and torture which awaited him. The king 
interposed, and declared that the culprit should be 
heard in his o^vn defence ^ : and, that he might have 
the full benefit of it, himself in the meanwhile with- 
drew from the assembly. 
His defence. It would be of little importance, if we were able to 
ascertain how far the speech of Philotas has been 
faithfully reported by Curtius : the arguments attri- 
buted to him are equally strong, whether he used 
them or not.^ It was not pretended that Dimnus, 
though he was said to have enumerated his principal 
accomplices for the very purpose of attracting Nico- 

^ Curtius adds that he bade Philotas address the Macedonians in their own 
language : but this, if he himself had spoken in Greek, is hardly credible : it would 
indeed have been but a slight aggravation of the injustice of the whole proceeding : 
but would perhaps have betrayed Alexander's passion too glaringly. 

■ The manner in which Droysen has slurred them over, omitting the greater 
part and the strongest, and putting the weakest forward, as if there were no others, 
is perhaps as gross a breach of good faith as a historian ever committed : and yet 
he ventures to speak (p. 296.) of the uncandid use which Ste. Croix has made of 
bis authorities in his account of this transaction. 
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machus into the plot, had ever mentioned his name, chap. 
which would have had more weight than any of the . ^]^' . 
others. He admitted the fact of his silence, which 
alone gave a colour of probability to the charge : but 
the king himself had at first professed to be satisfied 
with the explanation he had given of it: and the 
utmost it could prove was some degree of imprudence 
and remissness. He owned that he had not thouorht 
a story which came to him through such a channel as 
the worthless stripling Nicomachus fit for the king's 
ears: it seemed likely to agitate him with causeless 
apprehensions, and to lead to the sacrifice of many 
innocent lives. Alexander himself had taught his 
friends to be cautious in such matters, when he neg- 
lected Parmenio's information about the physician 
Philippus. But if he had been an accomplice of 
Dimnus, was it credible that he should have waited 
passively until the plot was revealed to others ? that 
he should not have stopt the mouth of Cebalinus, or 
have taken advantage of the free access which he had 
to the king's person, to forestall the disclosure by the 
execution of his design ? Could he have foreseen the 
death of Dimnus, or have believed himself safe while 
he lived ? Had he much to gain, or rather not every 
thing to lose, by the crime which he was said to have 
meditated ? He possessed indeed considerable power 
and influence through the station which he occupied 
near the king. But was his popularity with the 
army such that he could have expected to rise higher 
when Alexander should be removed? 

From an impartial tribunal, which adopted the 
principle, that a defendant is to be accounted inno- 
cent until he has been proved to be guilty, there is 
little doubt that such arguments would have obtained 
an acquittal, though they might not dispel all the 
suspicions raised by the conduct of Philotas. But 
before he had concluded his defence he was inter- 

T 3 
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CHAP, rupted by clamours which too clearly showed the 
t / f disposition of his judges ; and at the end they were 
ready to have torn him to pieces. But Alexander 
returned, and adjourned the assembly to the next 
day, and the prisoner was led back to the palace. 
It seems to have been felt that such proofs, though 
sufficient — as they would have been had they been 
still lighter — to procure the condemnation of Philotas, 
scarcely afforded a decent ground for a charge against 
the venerable Parmenio: nor, we may hope, would 
Alexander himself have consented, without some 
better evidence, to sacrifice his father's old friend, 
the general to whose assistance Philip accounted him- 
self most indebted for his conquests *, who had been 
the guide of his own youth, the companion of his vic- 
tories, who, though he seldom saw his advice followed, 
was never weary of suggesting what appeared to him 
the best. It is reasonable to suppose that he at least 
desired to ascertain the truth on this point, even 
though he might not have had fortitude enough to 
act upon it according to the dictates of justice. 
According to the prejudices of that age, those which 
then prevailed in the most civilised nation of the 
earth, and which have been but slowly and partially 
dissipated by the light which we enjoy, no evidence 
was so trustworthy as that which was extracted by 
Heteput torture. Philotas was reserved for this trial. He- 
ture. phoestion, Craierus, and Coenus were appointed to 

preside at the question, while Alexander waited for 
the result in another apartment, not too distant, it is 
said, to hear the prisoner's shrieks. Philotas appears 
to have given way to the force of pain and terror 
sooner than had been expected, and he at last made 
a confession as ample and minute as his tormentors 

> Philip once said, the Athenians were lucky to he able to find ten generals every 
year : he, in the course of many years, had only found one, Parmenio. Plutarch, 
R. et L Ap. Philipp. 2. 



DEATH OF PHILOTAS AND PARMENIO. 327 

desired : yet it was a story so improbable that, even chap. 
without any knowledge of the previous facts, we - ^"' - 
should be led to conclude that, since his enemies re- 
fused to dictate it, he framed it to suit their wishes. 
The main thing required was that it should involve 
his father, as well as admit his own guilt. He con- 
fessed that Parmenio had been induced to form a 
design against the king's life before the death of 
Darius, by the instigation of his friend Hegelochus, 
who had since fallen in battle, whose indignation had 
been excited by Alexander's claim to divine honours. 
While Darius lived, Parmenio had not thought it 
prudent to remove the king: he himself — for the 
admission of the general purpose was not deemed 
sufficient, unless he also acknowledged his partici- 
pation in the plot of Dimnus — had hastened his 
measures through fear lest his father, who was now 
seventy years old, might be snatched away by death 
from the command which placed the royal treasure at 
his disposal. 

The next day this confession was read before the Death of 
military assembly, in the presence of Philotas, and of 1^"^. 
the persons named by Nicomachus, who were all de- ™«»^ 
spatched on the spot. The next most pressing care 
was to get rid of Parmenio, before he heard of his 
son's death. He was at the distance of between 
thirty and forty days' march : as soon as the news 
reached him, he might be expected to revolt, and with 
such a treasure in his hands, had means of doing much 
harm, if not of endangering Alexander's throne. 
Polydamas, one of Parmenio's intimate friends, was 
chosen to carry an order to Oleander, who was next 
in command at Ecbatana, to put him to death. He 
went, leaving his brothers as hostages, accompanied 
by two guides. Mounted on dromedaries, they crossed 
the desert, and arrived at Ecbatana in eleven days. 
Polydamas, entering the city by night, delivered the 

T 4 
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CHAP. King's letters to Oleander, and the next morning re- 
. ^1^ ■ paired, Avith him and his principal officers, to Par- 
menio's residence, where, while the old man was 
reading a letter which had been forged for the purpose 
in his son's name, they fell upon him, and slew him. 
His head was carried to Alexander. 

Such is the account given by Curtius of this trans- 
action : in its leading outlines it bears the stamp of 
truth, and is perfectly consistent mth the little that 
Arrian has reported from Ptolemy and Aristobulus : 
though the Greek writer passes over it so hastily, that 
we do not even know whether his authors mentioned 
the torture. They too probably related the affair as 
briefly as possible. But their narrative cannot have 
been more favourable to Alexander's character. For 
Arrian — so low at the bottom was his estimation of 
his hero's virtue — declares himself in doubt, whether 
he believed in Parmenio's guilt, or only felt that his 
own safety required his death. And in spite of the 
confession wrung from Philotas, both he and his 
father appear to have been the victims, much more of 
resentment and of policy than of suspicion.^ Yet, 
barbarous as is the iniquity of the whole transaction, 
which hideously combines some of the worst features 
of Greek democracy and of Eastern despotism, we 
have seen enough of the unhappy position in which 

' Mr. Williams, apprehending it seems that his readers might feel some mis- 
givings as to his hero's treatment of Parmenlo, has been at the pains to find out 
another charge which might justify the execution, if that of treason should seem 
to fail. He observes (p. 192.), One fact is certain — Parmenio had reftaed to 
obey orders. Alexander had commanded him to advance from Media through 
Cadusia, into Hyrcania ; and the king*$ western march into the territories of the 
Mardi was apparently undertaken for the sake of meeting him. But neither Par- 
menio nor his troops seem to have quitted the walls of Ecbatana. (Just before 
the author had said : Jt is not unlikely that Parmenio also paid the last honours 
to his gallant son — Nicanor, who died in Parthia.) What Mr. W. asserts 
to be a certain fact, is nothing more than an utterly groundless and most im- 
proljable guess. We might more fairly assume it to be certain, that if Parmenio 
had committed such an act of disobedience, Mr. W. would not have been the first 
person to make it known. The time when Parmenio was to begin his march to 
rejoin the army, is nowhere mentioned : perhaps was never fixed, but was to depend 

on circumstances, as the arrival of Cleitus. Droysen (p. 268.) assumes also 

without authority, but with much more probability — that Parmenio was ordered 
to set out iu the following spring. 
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Alexander was placed, to render him an object of pity, chap. 
rather than of blame ; and we need not suppose that ■ ^|^ ■ 
his generous nature had already been corrupted by 
power and prosperity. The persons whose conduct 
throughout the affair strikes us as most revolting, are 
the Macedonian nobles: especially Craterus. Cer- 
tainly it was not pure zeal of loyalty that led him to 
open Alexander's ears to the wretched information 
which first kindled his resentment against Philotas, 
and afterwards to direct the tortures by which the 
suspicions he had instilled into his master's mind 
were to be confirmed : any more than this was the 
cause of his frequent quarrels with Hepha^stion. Of 
HephsDstion, as Alexander's personal and dearest 
friend, we might think more favourably. But it is a 
suspicious circumstance, that he was rewarded with a 
share of the high command which had become vacant 
by the death of Philotas. Alexander did not now 
deem it safe to commit the whole to one person ; not 
even to liis beloved Hephajstion. He divided the 
horse-guards into two regiments, one of which he 
gave to Hephaestion, the other to a person little less 
dear to him, Cleitus son of Dropidas. 

This division strongly indicates how deeply distrust, 
even of the followers whom he admitted to liis closest 
intimacy, had taken possession of his mind. It was 
the heavy price which he had to pay for his conquests: 
the penalty, perhaps we may add, of suspicions too 
lightly indulged: which again were but the natural 
result of the artificial and uneasy position in which 
he had placed himself between his old and his new 
subjects: the necessity of alienating some to gain 
others, or of attempting to reconcile all at the ex- 
pense of truth. It would have been wiser, as well as 
more magnanimous, if he had refused to listen to the 
officious information of Craterus, or, with the same 
generous confidence which he had sho^vn to his phy- 
sician, had communicated it to Philotas. 
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CHAP. But the blood which had been shed called for more. 
After one traitor had been punished, it was not fit 



mher trials that othcFS equally criminal should be spared. And 
or treason. ^^^ Alexander the Lyncestian, whose trial had been 
hitherto deferred through regard for Antipater, whose 
daughter he had married, was brought out of his 
prison, after three years' confinement, to answer the 
charge on which he had been arrested. The hesi- 
tation which he betrayed, when thus suddenly called 
upon for his defence, was interpreted by the soldiers 
as a proof of conscious guilt, and he fell beneath their 
spears. But Philotas had many friends of high rank 
in the anny, who, it was natural to suppose, must 
have been acquainted vnth. his designs, which could 
scarcely have been accomplished without their con- 
currence. Among these Avere the sons of Andromenes, 
Amjrntas, Polemo, Attains, and Simmias, who all filled 
important commands. And the suspicion suggested 
by their intimacy with Philotas, was confirmed by the 
behaviour of Polemo, the youngest, who left the camp 
as soon as he heard of his friend's arrest, or torture. 
His brothers therefore were brought to trial, in the 
same assembly, according to Curtius, which had just 
before executed its judgment on Alexander the Lyn- 
cestian. The king himself appeared in person as their 
prosecutor; but as in this case his feelings had not 
been strongly excited, the tone of his accusation was 
probably much milder than in that of Philotas. The 
grounds of the charge, if calmly considered, were 
manifestly frivolous, unless it was necessary to put 
every friend of Philotas to death : and Amyntas, who 
was first called upon for his defence, pleaded their cause 
so ably, that they were acquitted. He immediately 
requested that he might be allowed to go in search of 
Polemo, and undertook to bring him back to the camp. 
His request was granted, and he returned the same 
day with his brother, who it seems had been unable 
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to support the thought of tortures, from which inno- chap. 
cence afforded no security. Alexander himself was . ^ ^ 
now satisfied as to Amyntas, who soon after died in 
his service. 

Alexander's conduct in this last prosecution might Encroach- 
seem worthier of a Tiberius, if a better light had not oiympl^.^' 
been thrown on it by some facts, for the knowledge of 
which we are indebted to Curtius, and which are in- 
teresting in other points of view. Amyntas, when he 
was sent to bring new levies from Macedonia, had 
been ordered by the king to execute his commission 
without any regard to the protection which might be 
given by Olympias to those who were unwilling to 
serve. It seems that Alexander had been informed 
by Antipater, that his mother had abused her autho- 
rity in this manner ; it was probably one of the many 
complaints which the regent was obliged to make 
against her interference in affairs of state, from which 
her son's directions expressly excluded her. Much as 
he loved her, he knew enough of her temper to be 
sure that she would not rest satisfied with a share of 
power, and therefore thought it best to withhold it 
from her altogether. Still her restless and haughty 
spirit gave rise to frequent collision between her and 
Antipater, whose complaints once drew a remark from 
Alexander: that Antipater did not know how soon 
ten thousand letters were blotted out by a single tear 
of a mother. Among the conscripts brought by 
Amyntas were some who had taken shelter in the 
palace, and whom, in obedience to the king's orders, 
he had compelled Olympias to give up. Hence he 
became an object of her resentment, and she endea- 
voured to prejudice her son against him and his 
brothers. It was not the only case in which she 
strove to instil suspicion and jealousy — perhaps 
equally groundless — into Alexander's mind. Her 
advice indeed, not to be so lavish of his favours as to 
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CHAP, pajge his friends to a level with princes ^ may seem to 
t , ' I have been dictated by pure maternal affection: yet it 
admitted of an application to Antipater, which renders 
the motive questionable. 

It does not seem inconsistent with what has been 
related, that Alexander's distrust should have been 
extended to his soldiers, or at least that he should 
have wished to discover whether any of them had 
been tampered with by their officers. Arrian's silence 
is no reason for rejecting the statement of other 
writers, that he adopted the expedient, so familiar to 
the police of modern governments, of opening their 
letters. Nor perhaps ought we to reject the farther 
account, that he collected the men whose corre- 
spondence gave proofs of discontent in a separate 
corps, as a groundless fiction. This may have been 
the notorious fact ; the opening of the letters a con- 
jecture to explain it. The story at least deserves 
notice, as indicating a report which seems to have 
been current in the army. 

It was probably late in the autumn of 330, when 
Alexander resumed his march. His object was now, 
instead of returning into the road to Meru, to make 
himself master of the passes of Paropamisus, the high 
chain of mountains which separates Bactria from the 
valleys that open to the south-east on the basin of the 
The Art- Indus. First however he advanced southward into 
"^ the fertile plains on the banks of the Etymander (the 

Helmund), which were then inhabited by a peaceful 
and industrious tribe, the Ariaspians, who, for the 
services they had rendered to Cyrus, when on his ex- 
pedition to Scythia they supplied his famishing army 
with provisions, had been honoured by the Great King 
with the title of his benefactors.^ Such beneficence 

' Plut. Al. 39. laoSafft\4as. 

» The whole of this transaction is remarkably illustrated by one which is 
mentioned by Pottinger, Travels, p. 106. The JBclooches said that though they 
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might some day prove equally serviceable to a Mace- chap. 

donianarmy: and it was therefore politic to encourage ■ ^]^ . 

it. Alexander rewarded the hospitable race with a 

grant of additional territory, and with some political 

privileges, which are described under the vague name 

of freedom : but he did not fail to place them under 

the government of a satrap. Here it is said he made 

a sojourn of sixty days, which however he can hardly 

have devoted to the regulation of this little province. 

But if, as Curtius relates, he was joined shortly after 

by the brigades of the phalanx from Ecbatana, it may 

be supposed that he waited for their arrival. During 

this interval we find that he was still haunted by 

the fear of treason. Demetrius, a somatophylax, was 

arrested as an accomplice of Philotas, and his dignity 

was bestowed on Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, for whom 

it laid the foundation of his after greatness. 

It must have been near midwinter when he again 
set out on his expedition against Bessus. He seems 
to have ascended the valley of the Etymander, and so 
to have penetrated into Arachosia, the eastern satrapy 
of Barsaentes, where he marked the site of another 
Alexandria, which still flourishes under the modem 
name of Kandahar. The snow lay deep on the moun- 
tains, and as he advanced northward the soldiers suf- 
fered extreme hardship from the severity of the cold, 
and the scarcity of provisions. On his road he heard 
that the Arians had been again roused to insurrection 
by Satibarzancs, who had entered the province with 
2000 horse which he had received from Bessus. He 
immediately sent Erigyius, Calanus, and Artabazus — 
who was perhaps supposed to possess some influence 

lived in a desert and were a poor tet, they had onee entertained Nu»$eer Khan — 
tcho had been to Mushed in Khorassan to assist the king of Kabool against the 
Persians, and came home through Seistan and the desert — and his army for five 
days so profusely that he ever afterwards called them the Dil Kooshas, or open' 
hearted, that is, generous. This was at Nooshky, not 200 miles from the country 
of the Ariaspians. 
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over the insurgents — to quell the revolt; and the 
Parthian satrap Phrataphernes was ordered to co- 
operate with them. In the meanwhile he arrived at 
the foot of the highest pass by which he was to cross 
the Paropamisus, called Caucasus by the Greeks (the 
Hindoo Kuh), into the basin of the Oxus. And here, 
perhaps about fifty miles north-west of Cabul, he 
founded another Alexandria (ad Caucasum), where he 
planted a colony of Macedonian veterans. The pro- 
vince of the Paropamisus was committed to Proexes, 
a Persian ; the garrison of the city to Niloxenus, one 
of the officers of his guard. 

The time which he spent in these quarters is not 
distinctly marked by the historians. Strabo says that 
he wintered there, but Arrian's language would lead 
us to suppose that he staid there no longer than was 
necessary for the foundation of the new city: and, 
as prudence forbade him to wait for the season when 
new dangers and difficulties would have arisen from 
the melting of the snows, it may be presumed that he 
did not let himself be deterred by the severity of the 
Avinter. It appears to have been by the pass which 
leads through the ancient city of Bamian that he 
crossed the Hindoo Kuh, though our authors do not 
mention any city which he found in the heart of the 
mountains. During the first part of its march the 
army suffered only from cold and fatigue. But as 
the highlands began to sink toward the vale of the 
Oxus, and its progress was less impeded by the depth 
of the snow, it began to experience scarcity of food. 
Bessus had not yet assembled forces sufficient to with- 
stand the expected invasion, and he placed his whole 
confidence on the natural obstacles which might re- 
tard it. He did not however trust entirely even to 
the mountain barrier which separated him from his 
restless enemy, but still further to check his progress, 
had ordered the whole country which the Macedo- 
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nians were to traverse, between the lower valleys of chap. 
the northern side and the left bank of the Oxus, to - 

be laid completely waste: so that Alexander, as he 
descended, found himself in an artificial wilderness, 
where he had expected an abundant supply. The 
provisions of the camp were at length entirely spent, 
and it was found necessary to sacrifice a part of the 
beasts of burden to preserve the lives of the men. 
Even this coarse fare they found no wood to dress, 
and it was only rendered tolerable by the silphium, 
which grows in great abundance in these valleys, and 
is still a favourite article of food among the natives. 
Yet it seems that Alexander founded another Alex- 
andria at the northern foot of the mountains, to secure 
both extremities of the pass. The hardships of the 
march were a little relieved at the Bactrian town of 
Drapsaca or Adrapsa, where he allowed his troops 
some days of repose. 

Drapsaca itself seems to have been situate among 
the highlands : for he is said to have advanced after 
his halt there to Aornus, which was not only a large 
town, but, as its name imports, a fortress built on 
a commanding height : so strong, that Alexander 
thought fit to leave a garrison in it, though he had 
taken it, as well as Drapsaca, at the first assault. He 
then proceeded to Bactra, probably the modem Balk, 
which we might conclude to have been then as now 
the chief city of Bactria, if we were certain that 
liactra was, as Strabo supposed, the same place as 
Zariaspa, which Arrian seems to distinguish from it. 
In the meanwhile Bessus had crossed the Oxus, had 
burnt the boats which carried his troops over, and 
then, bending his course toward the north-west, had 
halted at Nautaca, probably near the modern Karshi, 
or Nackshab. His Bactrian horse had quitted his 
standard when they found that he did not mean to 
await the enemy's approach, but he was still accom- 
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CHAP, panied by some powerful chiefs, who were followed 
. ^"' . by a body of Sogdian cavalry, and by the Dahae, one 
of the Scythian tribes. Intelligence of his move- 
ments had been brought to Alexander by one of his 
courtiers, a Magian named Cobares, who thus at the 
same time showed how little reliance could be placed 
on the loyalty of the rest. At Bactra he was rejoined 
by Erigyius, who had quelled the revolt of the Arians, 
and had slain Satibarzanes himself with his own 
hands. But it seems that the report which he 
brought of the conduct of Arsames raised Alex- 
ander's suspicions of his fidelity; and he sent Sta- 
sanor to arrest him, and to succeed him in his 
satrapy. That of Bactria he committed to Arta- 
bazus, but summoned the Bactrian chiefs to a general 
assembly, or review of their forces, to be held at 
Zariaspa on his return. As he was now about to 
cross the Oxus, he dismissed some of his Macedonian 
troops, whom their age and infirmities rendered unfit 
for the laborious service which awaited the army in 
the Scythian deserts, and the Thessalian volunteers, 
whose spirit had sunk under the hardships of the 
march across the mountains, in Avhich many of their 
horses had perished. 

Bessus had probably passed the Oxus at Kilif, 
where caravans proceeding from Balk to Karshi are 
still commonly ferried over.^ The road along which 
Alexander followed his traces crossed a strip of the 
great desert which stretches from the Caspian toward 
the skirts of the high table-land which contains the 
sources of the Oxus and the Jaxartes. That in this 
march his army was much distressed by Avant of 
water, may be easily believed ; though Arrian's silence 
might lead us to suspect that Curtius has exaggerated 
its sufferings. It was however one of the many oc- 

' Bumesy ii. p. 212. 
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casions in which Alexander displayed that passive chap. 
fortitude, which endeared him to his soldiers no less - ^ ' ■ 
than his contempt of danger. On the last day's 
march, as they approached the river, he would not 
quench his own thirst until their wants had been 
supplied. The Oxus was here not much less than plunge of 
800 yards wide ^ : and there were neither boats to be *^* ^*"*" 
procured, nor materials for building any. There was 
however no enemy at hand to offer interruption : and 
Alexander transported his troops safely over on the 
skins of the tents stuffed with straw. The passage 
occupied six days. He then pushed across the desert Beasui is 
north of the river, toward Nautaca : but on his way '^^y^** 
was met by envoys from two of the chief followers of 
Bessus, named Spit^menes and Dataphernes. From 
them he learnt that the usurper had already expe- 
rienced treachery like that which he had practised 
toward Darius. He had been seized by Spitamenes 
and Dataphernes, who now expressed their readiness 
to deliver him up to Alexander, if he would send one 
of his officers to them with a detachment of his army. 
He appointed Ptolemy to this service with a select 
body of cavalry and light troops, and ordered him to 
set forward with the utmost speed in pursuit of the 
fugitives. Ptolemy executed his orders so zealously, 
that he performed a march of ten ordinary stages in 
four days : and on the fourth reached the place where 
Spitamenes had encamped the day before. Here, 
it is said, he discovered that the two chiefs were 
wavering in their purpose as to the surrender of 
Bessus. This was perhaps a conclusion which he 
drew from their proceedings: for he may have ex- 
pected that, as he was coming at their request, they 
would have waited for him. But it seems that though 
Bessus was so little esteemed that no hand was raised 

' Burnes (ii. p. 214.) estimated its breadth at upwards of 800 yards a little 
lower down, at KhQJu Salu. 
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CHAP, in his behalf, they could not depend on the willing- 
' ness of their troops to submit to the Macedonians, 

Ptolemy therefore left his infantry behind, and 
hastened forward with his cavalry to overtake them. 
In the course of the day he came to a village, or small 
town, surrounded by a slight fortification, where he 
found that Bessus had been left in the custody of a 
few soldiers. Yet it is not quite clear whether they 
considered themselves as his jailors or his guards; 
for Ptolemy thought it necessary to encircle the vil- 
lage with his cavalry and to negotiate with the in- 
And taken, habitants.^ When they were assured that no harm 
should befal them if they gave up Bessus, they 
admitted him within their walls, and he took pos- 
session of the wretched man who had so dearly pur- 
chased the brief enjoyment of a shadow of royaJty. 

Spitamenes and Dataphernes had withdrawn to a 
short distance; ashamed it is said to appear in person 
on such an occasion. That Aristobulus was mis- 
informed when he reported that they themselves 
brought Bessus to Ptolemy, is unquestionable, since 
the authority of Ptolemy, here a part of the events 
which he related, is above all suspicion. But it seems 
probable that they wished it to be believed among 
their countrymen, that they had reluctantly submitted 
to the conqueror, when they found that resistance 
would be unavailing, while from Alexander they 
claimed the whole merit of the surrender. They 
appear however to have accompanied Ptolemy, when 
he returned with his captive to the army. He had 
sent despatches to announce his success, and at the 
same time to inquire in what manner Bessus should 
be brought into the king's presence. Alexander 
ordered him to be stript naked, and to be stationed 

* Arrian*9 language (in. 30.) is ambiguous. It is not clear whether Ptolemy 
treated with the villagers or the soldiers. The condition, that they should be 
allowed to depart, seems more applicable to the soldiers. 
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with a clog round his neck on the right of the road chap. 
by which the army was to pass. When he himself • ^^ - 
came up to the place in his chariot, he halted, and 
after having upbraided the prisoner with the treachery 
and ingratitude he had shown to his king and bene- 
factor, ordered him to be scourged, while a herald 
proclaimed the crimes for which he suffered. He 
did not however immediately put him to death, but 
committed him to the custody of Oxathres, the brother 
of Darius, and sent him to Zariaspa, the capital where 
he had lately appeared in royal state, to be reserved for 
a still more painful and ignominious punishment. 

Alexander had now reached the delightful country 
irrigated by the waters of the Kohik^ — Zerafshan, 
the gold-showering, — which is extolled in the de- 
scriptions of Eastern writers, whose praises are con- 
finned by the testimony of European travellers, as 
one of the paradises of the world. Its exuberant 
fertility and beauty have no doubt always made the 
deeper impression from the contrast they present to 
the dreary sterility of the adjacent desert, in which 
the river, by the Greeks called Polytimetus — a term 
nearly equivalent to its modern epithet — is lost, 
before it reaches the Oxus, in the salt lake of Dengiz. 
With the horses which he found in its pastures he 
supplied the losses which his cavalry had sustained 
in its march across the mountains and through the 
desert on both sides of the Oxus : and then advanced 
to Maracanda, the capital of Sogdiana, which, through 
a singular coincidence, has retained the greater part 
of its ancient name in that of Samarcand, which it 
nevertheless derived from a totally distinct tradition.^ 
He placed a Macedonian garrison in the citadel ; but, 

1 So called from a Kohik, or hillock, which rises between the river and Samar- 
cand (Baber, p. 49.)- Its ancient name was Soghd (Introd. to Baber, p. xxxvil). 

' Samarcand means the city of Samar. Droyaen however suspects that this 
etymology has been fabricated to account for the modem name. 
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CHAP, it seems, left Spitamenes — though not with the title 
• \ ' of satrap — in possession of great authority, probably 
as governor of the district which he had held under 
Bessus. He then advanced toward the north-east, 
through the hill country of Uratippa, or Osrushnah, 
and having crossed the chain which branches west- 
ward from the Ak-Tagh, or in which the Asferah 
mountains sink into the desert, arrived at the left 
Alexander bank of the Jaxartes, probably not very far below 
j^^^ Khojend ; not however without molestation from the 
natives, who, suddenly descending from the moun- 
tains, fell upon the Macedonians, while dispersed in 
quest of forage, and carried off a number of prisoners. 
Alexander pursued them into their fastnesses, and 
did not leave their country until he had reduced 
them to submission, but himself received a wound 
from an arrow which for some time confined him to 
a litter. 

It was, according to Curtius, in the course of his 
march through Maweralnahar, though whether north 
or south of Maracanda his description does not in- 
dicate, that he came to a small town where Xerxes, 
on his return from Europe, had planted the priests 
and people of Branchida, who had betrayed the trea- 
sures of their sanctuary into his hands. That the 
Milesian troops, who served in the Macedonian army, 
should have been eager to take vengeance for the 
sacrilege on the descendants of the criminals, may be 
easily conceived; but that Alexander should have 
allowed them not only to plunder and destroy the 
town, but to massacre the inhabitants, sounds hardly 
credible ; though the story cannot be safely rejected 
as a groundless fiction. 

North of Uratippa, on the skirts of the desert which 
intervenes between the hills and the Jaxartes, stood a 
chain of fortresses, seven in number, which had been 
built within a short distance of each other, apparently 
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for the purpose of protecting Sogdiana against the chap. 



incursions of the Scythian tribes : the principal among 
them bore a name which the Greeks translated into 
CjTopolis, and which seems to indicate that they all 
owed their origin to the founder of the Persian mon- 
archy. Alexander left a small garrison in each be- 
fore he advanced to the left bank of the Jaxartes. He 
had now reached the borders of a vast region, the 
nature and extent of which were very imperfectly 
known to the best informed among the Greeks. The 
only facts which the Macedonians were able to 
ascertain as to their position were, that the country 
beyond the Jaxartes was inhabited by a race of 
barbarians who resembled the Scythians of Europe, 
and that the river discharged its waters into a great 
lake, or inland sea. Possibly they also heard the 
name of Tanais among those by which it was known 
to the tribes of various origin which were seated on 
its banks. But perhaps even without this suggestion 
they might easily entertain the fancy, that this was 
the stream which divided Europe from Asia, and, 
after a long course through the heart of the Scythian 
wilderness, entered the lake Maeotis. It was a per^ 
suasion which must have been very agreeable to their 
pride, to believe that they had traversed the whole of 
Asia in this direction, and it must have soothed their 
better feelings to think that they were again on the 
confines of Europe. Alexander could not have wished 
to dispel this allusion, even if he did not take pains 
to encourage it ; but it is difficult to believe that he 
shared the ignorance out of which it arose, and that 
he had not a generally correct conception of the 
distinction between the Caspian and the Mseolis, 
which had been long understood in Greece. He did 
not intend, for the present at least, to push his con- 
quests beyond the Jaxartes. There was nothing to 
attract him into the Scythian deserts while India lay 
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CHAP. beKind him unexplored: and even if he had not 
^ — r^ reached the northern limits of Asia, he might well be 
content that his empire should be bounded on this 
side as that of Cyrus had been. But he wished both 
to erect a durable monument of his expedition, and 
to provide for the security of this frontier more effec- 
tually than had been done by the seven fortresses. 
Foundation He therefore selected a site on the Jaxartes for a new 
widriT" Alexandria. No place seems to correspond to this 
object so well as the ancient city of Khojend, which 
lies on the left bank, at the point where the river 
issues from the highlands of Ferghana, and changes 
its course from south-west to north-west : though it 
does not appear to have been ever very flourishing — 
a consequence perhaps of its unwholesome air^ — and 
the tradition of its Greek origin has been [lost, trans- 
ferred perhaps to Samarcand, which still boasts of 
Alexander as its founder.^ 

While he was thus employed, he received two em- 
bassies, one from the Scythians beyond the river — 
the Europeans as they were called by the Macedonians 
— and another from a race in which he recognised 
those Abians whom Homer had celebrated as the 
justest of mankind. It is not clear whether their 
name contributed to suggest the thought of this 
identity, or whether it was merely an inference from 
the contrast between their peaceful habits and those 
of the predatory hordes which belonged to the same 
family. Still less can we hope to ascertain their 
exact situation : though it is most probable that they 
were seated in the upper valleys of the Jaxartes, 
where, secured by their mountain barriers, they 
maintained a quiet independence. If their embassy 
struck Alexander's imagination, that of the northern 
Scythians excited a much deeper interest ; for it was 

" Baber, p. 5. » Baber, p. 48. 
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from them that he had most to fear. He sent some ^^ap, 
of his officers back with their envoys, under the < , » 
pretext of cultivating their friendship, but with the 
purpose of gaining information, as to their country 
and military strength, which might be useful to him 
in some future expedition. 

In the meanwhile an insurrection broke out in his Revolt in 
rear, which spread rapidly over the newly conquered ^^^8^"*^ 
provinces. It began among the mountaineers of 
Uratippa, who made a sudden attack on the seven 
fortresses, and, having killed the Macedonian garrisons, 
proceeded to strengthen their fortifications, and to 
l^repare for a siege. But they obtained succours from 
the inliabitants of the Sogdian valleys, where Spita- 
menes and his associates possessed the chief influence : 
and though they had not yet declared themselves by any 
open act, Alexander had reason to believe that the re- 
volt was caused by their instigation. Spitamenes was 
a bold, ambitious, restless man, and though he appears 
to have met with a gracious reception from Alexander, 
had perhaps expected a more liberal reward for his 
treachery to Bessus, and may have been disappointed 
because he had not been promoted to the vacant 
satrapy. He had not only excited the Sogdians to 
rebellion, but had drawn many of the Bactrian chiefs 
over to his side, by insinuations, that the assembly to 
which they had been summoned was meant as a snare 
for their lives or liberties. 

Alexander's first care was to reduce the seven for- 
tresses. He immediately ordered a number of scaling 
ladders to be provided, and sent Craterus with a 
detachment to invest Cyropolis, while he himself 
marched against Gaza — a name which seems to sur- 
vive in the desert of Ghaz, which stretches westward 
of Uratippa to the sea of Aral — the fortress which lay 
nearest to the camp. It was defended by a mud wall 
of no great height, which was soon cleared by the 
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CHAP, missiles of the besiegers and rapidly scaled. Alex- 
- ander ordered all the men to be put to death ; the 

women and children formed part of the plunder : the 
town was reduced to aslies. He then marched with- 
out delay against the next, which was stormed 
the same day, and underwent like treatment. The 
following morning he advanced upon a third, and 
while he assaulted it, sent the cavalry forward to pre- 
vent the inhabitants of the two next from making 
their escape. The unhappy barbarians, when they 
learnt the fate of the neighbouring town, first from 
the smoke of the conflagration, and then from the 
fugitives, quitted their own to seek refuge in the 
mountains, and falling into the hands of the Mace- 
donian cavalry, were almost all cut to pieces. Thus in 
two days Alexander had made himself master of five out 
of the seven. Cyropolis, which was now the next in 
his line of march, was both the most strongly fortified, 
and held by the most numerous and warlike garrison ; 
consisting of 15,000 men, who had thrown themselves 
into it as the place where they might hope to make the 
most persevering resistance. Alexander here brought 
up his engines to play upon the walls on one side, and 
led the enemy to believe that his sole object was to 
open a breach there. But he had observed that on 
another side, the bed of a torrent which passed 
through the town, and was now dried up^ left a large 
entrance that had neither been filled up nor guarded. 
While the attention of the besieged was engrossed by 
the attacks of the engines, he himself, with a small 
body of light troops, made a circuit, and, sheltered by 
the high banks of the empty channel, crept into the 
town unobserved. He immediately hastened to break 
open the nearest gates. The barbarians however 
were not dismayed by the sight of the enemy within 

» This, as Droysen observes, proves that Cyropolis was not Khqjend and did not 
He on the Jaxartes. 
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their walls, but boldly advanced to repel him ; and a chap. 
warm engagement ensued, in which Alexander was . ^|^' . 
stunned by a heavy stone which fell on the nape of ' 
his neck, and not only disabled him for the moment, 
but for some days almost deprived him of sight. ^ The 
barbarians were nevertheless forced to give way, and 
were soon completely overpowered by a multitude of 
fresh troops, who poured in through the gates and 
over the deserted wall. Eight thousand fell in the 
carnage which followed ; the rest took shelter in the 
citadel ; but, as it was not supplied with water, they 
too were fain to surrender the next day. Their lives 
it seems were spared ; as, according to Ptolemy, were 
those of the seventh garrison, which threw itself 
on the conqueror's mercy ; but all the prisoners were 
kept in close confinement, to be transported out of 
the country. 

Short as this contest had been, it showed a spirit in The Asiatic 
the barbarians which must have led Alexander to an- *^y**^**°^ 
ticipate a still fiercer and more obstinate struggle 
^vith the other insurgents : and it was scarcely at an 
end, before he found himself threatened by a new 
enemy. For on his return to his camp on the 
Jaxartes, he saw its right bank lined by a host of 
Scythians, whom Arrian distinguishes from those to 
whom the embassy had been sent, as the Asiatic. 
They probably occupied the country to the north-east 
of the river, and difiered in blood and language from 
those who ranged over the steppes westward, and to 
the north of the sea of Aral and the Caspian. They 
might think their independence endangered by the 
rising city: but it seems that they had also been 
urged by the agents of Spitamenes, to make their 
appearance while the invader was occupied with the 

> So Plutarch (de Al« Fort ii. 9.), though he makes Hyrcania Ihe scene of the 
occurrence. 
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^ CHAP, insurrection in the south. At the same junctui 

; ' news arrived that Spitamenes had taken up arm 

I and was besieging the Macedonian garrison in th 

• citadel of Maracanda. Alexander sent a detachmer 

i to its relief, consisting of 1500 foot and 800 horsi 

I all mercenaries, with sixty of his cavalry guarc 

f under the command of Andromachus, Menedemui 

► and Caranus. But he appointed his interpreter, 

•j Lycian, named Pharnuches, to the command of th 

li whole division, deeming him qualified, by his kno\^ 

f ledge of the language, and by the dexterity which h 

displayed in his intercourse with the barbarians, t 
conduct an expedition in which more, it seems, wa 
/ to be accomplished by address than by force. Th 

new city — though it was only twenty days since th 
foundations had been laid — was by this time sui 
rounded with a wall high enough to sustain an attack 
and he now planted a colony in it, composed chi^fl^ 
of Greek mercenaries, but with a mixture of natives 
and of Macedonian invalids. Having then consc 
crated it with sacrifices and games, he prepared t 
chastise the Scythians. 

They were confident in their prowess, and at firs 
attributed the inaction of the Macedonians to the fea 
which it inspired. As they shot their arrows acros 
the river, which was here not very broad, they defie< 
Alexander with barbarian insolence, and threatened 
■ that, if he attempted to attack them, he should lean 

the difference between the Scythians and the efi^e 
minate races which he had hitherto subdued. Alex 
ander ordered pontons or rafts to be made, and th< 
skins of the tents to be prepared like those with whicl 
he had transported his troops across the Oxus. Ii 
the meanwhile Aristander sacrificed, to consult th( 
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* According to Arrian (iv. 3.), voluntary settlers from tbe neighbourhooc 
Curtius says (vii. 6. 27.) that they were prisoners whom Alexander ransomed 
but it seems not very likely that he would have entrusted them with such a post. 
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gods on the issue of the enterprise. The victims chap. 
were found to forebode some disaster: and the king, . ^"' . 
it is said, notwithstanding his impatience, did not at 
first venture to neglect the omen. But when on a 
second trial they still presented a threatening aspect, 
he declared that he would brave any danger rather 
than bear the insults of the Scythians any longer. 
Aristander calmly replied, that he could not make a 
report contrary to the inthnations given by the gods, 
to suit Alexander's pleasure. One might suspect 
some collusion between the king and his soothsayer, 
if we believed, what Curtius relates, that the sacrifices 
suddenly proved propitious. Arrian however seems 
to have read, that they continued unfavourable to the 
last, and that Alexander embarked in spite of them. 
It seems more probable therefore that Aristander, who 
no doubt understood the practical use of his science 
as well as Xenophon, wished to divert his master 
from an undertaking which, even mthout any adverse 
omens, he might have judged to be very dangerous: 
especially as Alexander had not yet quite recovered 
from the efiects of the blow he had received at Cyro- 
polis. And Curtius gives strong warrant for the 
conjecture, that he was acting in concert ^vith He- 
phajstion, Craterus, and Erigyius, who all endeavoured 
to dissuade the king from his purpose. 

When the pontons were prepared, he ordered the Pawage of 
engines to be planted by the water's edge, while the 2^"" 
troops were drawn up along the bank ready to embark. 
The Scythians were riding up and down on the op- 
posite side with their usual gestures of defiance. At 
an appointed signal, a discharge of missiles began, 
with an efiect which seems to have amazed and ter- 
rified the barbarians nearly as much as the fire-arms 
of the Spaniards did the natives of the New World. 
Several of them were wounded, and one of their 
bravest warriors fell from his horse, pierced through 
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CHAP, both buckler and corslet. At this sight the rest re- 
■ treated out of the reach of the engines, and Alexander 
seized the opportunity to begin the passage. He 
himself led the way. The bowmen and slingers were 
landed first, and were ordered to ply the enemy with 
their missiles, that they might not be able to fall upon 
the infantry until the whole of the cavalry had crossed 
over. As soon as the whole army had come to land, 
he sent a small detachment of cavalry to charge the 
enemy. But the Scythians waited for their approach, 
and then suddenly wheeling round, assailed their 
flanks with a shower of arrows, while by the rapidity 
of their movements they eluded every attack. Alex- 
ander, seeing his troops engaged in an unequal contest, 
advanced with the main body of his horse, inter- 
spersed with the bpwmen, and the rest of the light 
infantry ; and when he came up to the scene of action, 
sent some squadrons forward to charge, while he fol- 
lowed at the head of a column flanked with the light 
troops.^ The Scythians, threatened by this second 
division, did not venture to repeat the evolution on 
which they usually relied, but which would now have 
exposed their flank to the enemy. As little were 
they able to sustain the charge with which they were 
Defeat of assailed in front. They did not long keep their 
^^' ground, but sought safety in flight. Alexander how- 
ever was not to be satisfied with a decided victory. 
He was bent on pursuing them until the last man was 
slain or taken. He pressed forward, in spite of the 
scorching heat, with unabated speed, and only paused 
for a few moments at a well to slake his burning 
thirst. But the water proved brackish, or otherwise 
noxious, and he soon began to experience the effects 
of the draught, which compelled him to relinquish 

> Mr. Williams takes a different view of Alexaiider*s tactics, which is no doubt 
equally conslntent with Arrian's description. But Droysen also supposes the 
column to have attacked the flank of the Scythians. 
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the pursuit, and to permit himself to be carried back, chap. 
in a state of extreme danger, to the camp. So, ■ 
Arrian observes, Aristander's prediction was fulfilled: 
and he believed that it was only Alexander's illness 
that saved the Scythians from extermination. About 
1000 of them were left on the field, and 150 taken. 
The defeat struck the rest of the people with awe, 
and Alexander soon after received an embassy from 
their king, or, as he was perhaps then called, the 
Khakhan, ofiering excuses for the hostile proceedings 
of his countrymen j which he represented as the acts 
of a single tribe, not authorised by the general con- 
sent of the nation : and professing himself willing to 
submit to Alexander's pleasure. Alexander gra- 
ciously accepted the apology, which he could not 
becomingly have rejected, unless he had followed up 
the war in Scythia, for which he had now no incli- 
nation or leisure. He even restored the prisoners 
without a ransom. The fame of such clemency and 
liberality, coupled with that of his victory over a 
people which had hitherto been deemed by its 
neighbours invincible, attracted the homage of the 
Sacae, who seem to have ranged over the highlands to 
the west of the chain of Belur T&gh, and behind their 
mountain barriers might have thought themselves 
secure from his arms. He sent one of his officers 
with their envoys, when they returned, under the 
same pretext, and with the same view, as in the case 
of the Scythian embassy. 

But his attention was now drawn to another quarter EnterprtoB 
by the tidings he received of the corps which he had ^^^^ 
sent under the orders of Phamuches. Before it ar- 
rived at Maracanda, the garrison had successfully re- 
pelled the assaults of Spitamenes, and when he heard 
that another Macedonian force was approaching, he 
raised the siege, and retreated toward a city, which 
Arrian does not name, but which he describes as the 
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CHAP, capital of Sogdiana — a title which he had before 



LII. 
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given to Maracanda. This second capital, as it un- 
doubtedly stood lower down in the vale of the Sogd, 
may be now represented by Bokhara. Phamuches 
and his colleagues hastened to overtake him, and con- 
tinued to pursue him even after he had taken refuge 
in the desert of Khiva. Here however he was joined 
by a body of 600 horse, which the Scythian tribes of 
this region sent to his aid, when they found that their 
country had been invaded: and thus reinforced he 
ventured to wait for his pursuers. They came up 
with him in a plain on the skirts of the desert, which 
afforded ample room for the evolutions in which the 
Scythian cavalry excelled, and which, as we have 
seen, had called for Alexander's military skill, as well 
as a superior force, to baffle them. Spitamenes now 
employed them with complete success. His Scythian 
allies, eluding the charge of the Macedonian cavalry, 
whose horses were enfeebled by a laborious march 
and the scarcity of food, and wheeling round the 
phalanx, galled its flanks with their arrows, and as 
often as they were put to flight returned after a sliort 
Defeat of interval to the attack. It soon became evident that 
di^kmT" tl^^ only hope of safety for the Macedonians lay in a 
speedy retreat to some place of shelter, and the ge- 
nerals resolved to fall back upon the Polytimetus, 
which offered a refuge in the woods that lined its 
banks. They formed their division in a hollow 
square, and reached the river, though pursued by the 
barbarians, without much loss. But it seems that 
their movements were not well concerted, and that 
Pharnuches, whose talents were probably not equal 
to such an emergency, did not possess sufficient au- 
thority over his colleagues. Caranus, who commanded 
the cavalry, no sooner saw the river before him, than, 
without orders, and before the rest were aware of his 
intention, he pushed forward to gain the opposite 
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bank. When this movement was observed by the chap. 

LII 

infantry, who were still more eager to escape from - 

the continual molestation which they were utterly 
unable to repel, they did not wait for a command, 
but followed in disorderly haste, and plunged into 
the water. The Scythians perceived the advantage 
which was offered to them by the enemy's mistake, 
and instantly dashing into the river, attacked the 
fugitives on all sides. A few only had landed, and 
these were for the most part overtaken and cut down. 
The rest were repulsed from the bank, which was high 
and steep, and exposed without defence to the enemy's 
arrows. At length they all made for a small island, 
which indeed afforded them firm footing and the use 
of their shields, but seems to have been open on all 
sides to the missiles of their assailants. Here almost 
aU perished: the few prisoners who fell into the 
hands of the barbarians were put to death in cold 
blood. According to Aristobulus, who however gave 
a different account of the operations which led to this 
result — not more than 40 horse, and about 300 foot, 
made their escape to bear the mournful tidings to 
Alexander. 

It was the first disaster that had befallen his arms : 
and he hastened to wipe off the stain. Spitamenes 
had been encouraged by his success to advance again 
on Maracanda, and renew the siege of the citadel. 
Alexander, by one of his extraordinary marches, 
appeared there on the fourth day after he had moved 
from the bank of the Jaxartes. But, on the news of 
his approach, Spitamenes again took to flight, and 
retraced his steps toward the desert. Alexander pur- 
sued him with ardent speed, until he reached the 
scene of the recent carnage, where he halted to pay 
the last honours to the remains of the slain. But he 
still did not give up the hope of overtaking Spita- 
menes, before he came to the edge of the boundless 
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CHAP, desert, into which it would have been madness to 
. ^^^ . follow him. He therefore returned into the vale of 



Alexander's the Polytimctus, and ravaged it, as he marched up 
revenge. ^^ river, in its whole length and breadth : reducing 
the fortresses into which the unfortunate inhabitants 
fled for shelter, and putting to death all whom he 
found there as accomplices in the revolt of Spitamenes. 
This is certainly one of the acts of Alexander's life for 
which it is most difficult to find an excuse. There 
seems to be no ground even for the wretched plea 
of necessity, or policy, which has been urged in his 
behalf. Both Curtius^ and Arrian^ afford reasons 
for believing that the mass of the Sogdian population 
was peaceably disposed, and had been urged into 
insurrection against its will by the influence and arts 
of Spitamenes. The real motive of the desolation 
with which the conqueror visited this lovely region, 
can hardly be mistaken. It was manifestly resent- 
ment for the dishonour of his arms, the loss of his 
troops, and the escape of Spitamenes. He wreaked 
his vengeance on the innocent, because he was not 
able to reach the guilty. But if anger is to be ad- 
mitted as an extenuation of such cruelty, the most 
horrible atrocities of a Jenghiz, a Timur, or a Nadir, 
must be accounted venial offences. It ought rather 
to be acknowledged, that humanity was not one of 
the qualities that adorned Alexander's character, and 
that the clemency for which he has been often praised, 
did not rest on this foundation, but was the result of 
less amiable feelings, even where it was not the effect 
of a mere calculating policy. He could not perhaps 
have filled the part which he acted in the history 
of the world, if he had been capable of letting an 

* Tii. 6. 24., speaking indeed only of the population of Maracanda. 

' IV. 3. and 6., in bis statement of the purpose for which Phamuches was 
appointed to conduct the expedition : iirX r^ iceU^ofuA^o-oi rots fiapedpois ftoAAoi' ^ 
iwl ry i¥ r€us fuixais 4^riyt7cr$cu, 
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emotion of pity restrain him in the career of his 9?^* 
ambition. In the narrative of his conquests there is * — r^ 
hardly room for a moral reflection on the misery they 
caused : because it would be equally appropriate every 
where. But he is answerable as a man, even to pos- 
terity, for all the evil he wrought, which did not 
essentially belong to his vocation as a conqueror.^ 

The year 329 was now drawing to a close, and as 
tranquillity, or the solitude which conquerors call 
peace, had been established in Sogdiana, Alexander, 
leaving Peucolaus with 3000 men as satrap of the 
province, proceeded to take up his winter quarters in 
Zariaspa. Here he was joined by the satraps Phra- 
taphemes and Stasanor, who brought Arsames, the 
suspected satrap of Aria, and Barzanes, who had 
been appointed to the government of ParthyaBa by 
Bessus, with them in chains. About the same time 
he received reinforcements, of Greek mercenaries 
brought by Asander and Nearchus, and of Asiatic 
troops which had been levied by Asclepiodorus, the 
satrap of S)aia. The generals who had escorted 
Menes and the treasure to the coast, also met him at 
Zariaspa. And now he held a solemn council, which noom or 
was probably attended not only by his own officers ^ 
but by the Bactrian chiefs, to decide finally on the 
fate of the traitor Bessus. He was condenmed to be 

* Droyseii*8 attempt to palliate the barbarity of Alexander's proceedings in this 
case is the more revolting, because he gives entire credit to the statement of 
Curtius, as to the reluctance with which the Sogdians engaged in the insurrection, 
and believes that the modem Tacyilis of Bolihara represent the original peaceful 
and industrious race of sul^ects which inhabited the country at the time of the 
Macedonian invasion. Tet we are called upon, not merely to excuse the ruthless 
destroyer, but to admire the deamett amd rigour with wkieh he ad(justtd hi» 
planM to hit retourees, A merit which cannot be denied to Robespierre. It is 
much to be regretted that so excellent a work as this of IXroysen's should be dis- 
figured by an idolatry which sacrifices everything to its hero. The language of 
Anaxarchus is as unbecoming in the mouth of a historian as of a philosopher. 
Mr. Williams too, whose humanity bursts out in a blase of indignation at the bare 
thought of Julian*s devastations in Assyria (Essay on the Geography of the Anabasis 
p. 211.), is not at all moved by the tftngeance which Alexander exercised in Sog- 
diana. (Life of Al. p. 216.) Indeed the expression that ht overran the whole country 
hardly leads the reader to suspect anything more than the suppression of the 
rebellion. 
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mutilated, according to Persian usage, in his nose 
and ears, and then to be conveyed to Ecbatana, to 
suffer death in tlie presence of an assembly of Medes 
and Persians, which was to be called together to 
witness his punishment. There can be little doubt 
that Alexander's motive for this rigorous treatment 
of Bessus, was not so much indignation at his crime, 
as a politic regard for the majesty of the throne, 
which had been outraged in the person of Darius. 
Arrian justly censures his compliance with the bar- 
barous practice of superadding torture to death. It 
seems however to have been designed to gratify 
Oxathres, and the other kinsmen of Darius, to whom, 
according to Curtius and Diodorus, the execution 
was committed.^ They are said to have put him to 
a cruel death ^, and even extended their vengeance to 
his lifeless remains, which they carefully guarded, 
that they might not be torn by bird or beast, an 
essential condition, according to the Magian religion, 
of an honourable interment.^ 

During his stay at Zariaspa, his ambassadors re- 
turned from the country of the European Scythians, 



* Droysen (p. 327.) observes that Alexander's treatment of Bessiu is a re- 
markable proof bow much he respected Eastern prejudices. Mr. Williams on 
the contrary is of opinion that Alexander deeply erred in orderim^ Betmt to be 
ecourged puhlidy fur hit crimes : and that the feelings of the Peraiams were as 
much outraged by the degrading punishment of Bessus, as those of the BngiiA 
nobility would be, were they to see a duke of Norfolk or Northumberland Jigged 
by the hands of the common hangman through the streets of London, Tlie pro- 
priety of this illustration may be partly estimated Anom the nature of the punish. 
ments which the Persian kings were used to inflict on any of their sutuects who 
incurred their displeasure. As to the question itself, it may be suflScient to 
observe, that Arrian blames Alexander for adopting a barbarian U8ag<e in the 
punishment of Bessus ; that according to Diodorus and Curtius, Bessus was tor- 
tured by the Persians themselves ; that Alexander could not have intended 
to outrage the feelings of the Persians by the punishment he inflicted on the 
murderer of their king ; and that his means of judging on this sul^ect were at 
least as good as the best scholar enjoys at this day. He too had read his Xenophon. 

* Diodorus (xvii. 63., Plutarch, Al. 43.), who imputes the atrocity to Alexander 
himself. According to this account he was torn, limb from limb, between two 
trees, which were flrst bent, and then suddenly allowed to spring back. But 
Curtius only represents him as fastened to a cnMs, after having being mutilated, and 
there pierced with arrows. 

* Curtius, VII. 5. 40. Compare Herodotus, i. 140. 
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accompanied by Scythian envoys, sent by a new king, chap. 
the brother of the last, who had succeeded to the - ^"' ■ 
throne in the interval after the first embassy. They 
brought presents and a message from their prince of 
even more friendly import than that which Alexander 
had received from his predecessor. He professed the 
most unreserved submission to Alexander's pleasure, 
and offered his daughter's hand as a pledge of the 
close alliance which he wished to contract with his 
powerful neighbour. If Alexander should not think 
fit to accept this proposal, he suggested that the ob- 
ject might be accomplished by an union between the 
great men of the Macedonian court and the daughters 
of the principal Scythian chiefs. Alexander received 
the envoys most graciously, and assured them that 
there was no need of such a connection to cement the 
friendship that subsisted between him and their king. 

About the same time he received a still more grati- Pham- 
fying proof of the impression made by the fame of his 
victories, and of his personal character, on the neigh- 
bouring barbarians, in the arrival of a powerful chief 
named Pharasmanes, who is described as king of the 
Chorasmians, and whose territories, which long pre- 
served the name of Khauresm, lay on the lower Oxus 
and the soutli coast of the sea of Aral, probably com- 
prehending the whole of the modern khanate of 
Khiva, and extending perhaps farther northward, 
between the Aral and the Caspian. He came at- 
tended by a body of 1500 horse, not merely with 
general offers of submission and service, but it is 
said with a distinct tender of his aid for a particular 
object which he himself suggested. He described his 
own dominions, we are informed, as bordering on the 
land of the Colchians and the Amazons, and was 
ready, if Alexander was inclined to make an expe- 
dition against those celebrated races, both to accom- 
pany him as his guide, and to supply his army with 
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CHAT, provisions. It is difficult here to distinguish between 
u—, — » truth and fiction. The mention of the Amazons 
seems clearly to prove that the proposals of Pharas- 
manes have not been correctly reported. This sup- 
posed nation of female warriors was an object of 
strong curiosity to Alexander's soldiers, who had 
been familiar with the story from their childhood, 
and as they advanced toward the north-east, appear 
to have been continually expecting to fall in with 
them. Hence a report became current, and found a 
place in the works of the greater part of Alexander's 
historians, that, on the banks of the Jaxartes, he had 
received a visit from a queen of the Amazons. But 
the Chorasmian king, if he was acquainted with the 
name, must have heard it first from the Greeks them- 
selves. Nor is it easy to explain how he could have 
been led to describe himself as a neighbour of the 
Colchians, from whom he knew himself to be sepa- 
rated by a great distance, whether of land or sea. 
Alexander also must have been perfectly aware that, 
when he moved eastward from the shores of the Cas- 
pian, he was leaving the seats of the Colchians farther 
and farther behind him. Still it is credible enough 
_ . that Pharasmanes may have proposed to conduct him 
round the northern shores of the Caspian, for the 
purpose of subduing the tribes which were seated 
between it and the Euxine. He himself perhaps had 
but a vague notion of the distance ; and Alexander 
must have greatly underrated it, if he really made the 
answer which Arrian attributes to him : that he must 
first march into India, and so complete the conquest 
of Asia : he would then return to Greece, and make 
an expedition with his whole force, naval as well as 
military, into the countries on the Euxine: and he 
desired Pharasmanes to keep himself in readiness then 
to assist him : in the meanwhile to maintain a good 
understanding with Artabazus and the other satraps 
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of the provinces which lay nearest to his territories, chap. 
The plan itself however which this answer indicates, ■ / - 
is such as we may very well believe Alexander to 
have entertained. 

The accounts remaining of his next two campaigns 
are very confused. Neither Curtius nor Arrian enable 
us distinctly to follow his movements. Arrian gives 
but a brief outline, dwelling only on a few incidents, 
and evidently not strictly adhering to the order of 
time : and Curtius mentions some facts, which raise 
a suspicion that the Greek author has either omitted 
or totally misrepresented some very important opera- 
tions. According to his account, when Alexander 
moved from Bactra or Zariaspa in the spring of 328, 
he crossed the river Ochus, and came to a city called 
Marginia, in the vicinity of which he founded six 
towns, at a short distance from one another, on lofty 
hills, that they might the more easily combine their 
forces for mutual aid to bridle the disaffected pro- 
vince. If the Ochus was, as is commonly believed, 
one of the streams which flow toward the Caspian 
from the mountains which form the barrier that 
separates the table-land of Khorasan from the low 
countries south of the Oxus, there could be little 
doubt that the name Marginia is connected with 
those of Margiana, and of the river Margus, or Mur- 
ghab, from which the province was so called : and it 
might be supposed that Alexander, before he crossed 
the Oxus, had made an expedition southward to quell 
some disturbances which had taken place in Margiana, 
and to secure the communication between Bactria and 
Asia by the lower road, which he had himself de- 
signed to take before he was diverted from his pur- 
pose by the insurrection of Satibarzanes. But it is 
certainly easier to believe that Curtius was altogether 
mistaken in this statement, than that Arrian either 
wholly omitted to mention these transactions, or de- 
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CHAP, scribed them in a manner which, but for this hint of 
■ ^y* ' the Roman writer, would have rendered it impossible 
to recognise their real nature. It is besides clear, that 
during the winter sojourn at Zariaspa Alexander's 
attention was fully engaged by the affairs of Bactria 
and Sogdiana. 
Frerii re- Somc of the Bactriau chiefs still held out against 

him, and though the greater part were kept quiet by 
his presence, he saw enough to convince him that he 
could not depend on their submission, any longer 
than they were overawed by a superior force, at least 
while Spitomenes was at hand to excite them to revolt: 
and he learnt that notwithstanding his desolating 
ravages, the Sogdians were not reconciled to his 
yoke, but intrenching themselves in their fastnesses 
among the hills, defied the authority of Peucolaus. 
He therefore left a strong corps in Bactria under four 
generals, Polysperchon, Attains, Gorgias, and Me- 
leager, who however were it seems all placed under 
the command of Craterus^, to reduce the remaining 
insurgents, and to restrain the rest of the population 
from new attempts, and himself proceeded to cross 
the Oxus. While he was encamped on its bank, its 
water being so loaded with clay as to be scarcely 
drinkable^, wells were dug for a better supply, and 
from one, which was opened close to Alexander's 
tent, there gushed up a spring of naphtha, or, as the 
Greeks called it, oil.^ Aristander was consulted on 
the prodigy, and foretold a very laborious, but suc- 
cessful campaign. 

Having passed the river he divided his forces into 
five columns, one of which he placed under the com- 

' This may be safely inferred from iv. 17., though Arrian, through negligence 
which seems to show that he, like Alexander, was impatient to reach India, has 
omitted to mention the name of Craterus with thOM of the four generals. 

* Curtius, VII. 10. 13. ; and so it is described by Bumes, vol. ii. p. 214., 
second ed. 

• Naphtha occnra in considerable tpringt on the shores of the Caspian Seeu — It 
is used insftad of oil, Ure's Dictionary of Chemistry, art Naphtha. 
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mand of Hephsestion, another under Ptolemy, a third chap. 
under Perdiccas, and the fourth under Coenus and - 

Artabazus. They were directed to traverse the 
country in various directions, and to meet him and 
the fifth division at Maracanda. The chief object 
was to reduce the strongholds in which the insurgents 
had taken refuge ; and there can be little doubt that, 
as usual, he reserved the most arduous of these enter- 
prizes for himself. We may therefore here adopt the b.c.s28. 
order of Curtius, who relates that he now marched ^^^^^^ 
against a fortress which was deemed the strongest in the sogdun 
the country, so as to be distinguished from the rest "*^ 
by the simple appellation of the Rock. ^ It was held 
by a chief named Arimazes, who had collected a great 
number, according to Curtius 30,000, of his country- 
men in it ; and the general belief that it was impreg- 
nable, had induced the Bactrian Oxyartes, who had 
been a follower of Bessus, and had either never sub- 
mitted to Alexander, — as he did not, it seems, concur 
in the treachery of Spitamenes against Bessus — or 
had again revolted, to send his wife and daughters to 
take shelter within its walls. This was an additional 
motive to quicken Alexander's eagerness for the pos- 
session of the place. It was, like the hill fortresses 
of India, an insulated rock, precipitous on all sides, 
and only accessible by a single narrow path. Pro- 
visions had been laid in sufficient, it was thought, 
even if the siege should last two years. Alexander 
himself, when he saw it, was almost inclined to de- 
spair. But he sent Cophas the son of Artabazus to 
summon Arimazes to surrender. The chief received 
the message with derision, and asked whether the 

* Droysen supposes It to have been situate near the pass of Kolugha or Derbend 
so often mentioned in the history of Timur*s early expeditions, and he would select 
the place called Kohiten, which is laid down in the map to Saber's Memoirs as an 
insulated bill, as the precise spot. It seems clear that, if it was in Sogdlana, it must 
be looke<l for in this quarter. Mr. Williams's hypothesis on the sul^ect will be 
noticed In the Appendix. 
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CHAP. Macedonians had wings ? In no other way did it 
• ^ ' ' seem possible for an enemy to reach the summit. 
The taunt roused Alexander to a resolution which he 
would allow no obstacle to foil. He proclaimed a 
reward of ten talents for the man who should first 
mount to the top, and a sum proportionately less for 
each of the nine who should follow. The lowest prize 
was to amount to 300 darics. The most agile and 
expert climbers in tlie army soon came forward as 
competitors for wealth and honour to be earned by 
a risk which they were used to despise. They pro- 
vided themselves with cords, and with a number of 
the iron pegs with which the tents were secured, and 
set out in the middle of the night toward the most 
precipitous, and consequently the most neglected, side 
of the rock. The attempt would perhaps have been 
utterly desperate, if the ascent had not been rendered 
easier by the snow which lay on the ground, and 
which had become so solidly frozen, that the pegs 
when driven into it could support the weight of the 
body. Still more than thirty of the adventurers lost 
their footing, and were buried so deep in the snow at 
the foot of the hill that their bodies could not after- 
wards be found. Their more fortunate companions, 
who gained the summit in safety, announced their 
success to their friends below by the waving of flags, 
the signal which Alexander had appointed. As soon 
as he saw it, he again sent Cophas to summon Ari- 
mazes, and to point out to him that the Macedo- 
nians had found wings. The sight of the enemy 
above his head, whose strength he did not know, 
seems to have deprived him of his presence of mind, 
and he hastily surrendered the fortress. 
Roxana. Alexander thus became master of the daughters of 

Oxyartes. One of them named Roxana was surpass- 
ingly beautiful, and made such an impression on the 
conqueror, that he resolved to share his throne with 
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her. Arrian praises him for the generosity he showed cuav. 
to his fair captive, over whom he might have exer- • 
cised the rights of a victorious enemy. But Plutarch 
seems to take a more probable view of the case, when 
he conjectures that his resolution was dictated not 
less by policy than by inclination. His marriage 
with Roxana was likely to conciliate her countrymen, 
whose resistance was the most obstinate he had yet 
encountered : and it accorded with the general system 
which he had adopted in his treatment of his new 
subjects. It was immediately attended with one im- 
portant advantage. Oxyartes, as soon as he heard 
of the honour which the king was about to confer on 
his family, repaired to the Macedonian camp, and 
henceforth zealously exerted all his influence in 
Alexander's service.^ 

Curtius relates that Arimazes, his kinsman, and 
the principal refugees taken in the fortress, were put 
to death by the conqueror. But it is very improbable 
that he should have displayed such severity on an 
occasion which naturally suggested extraordinary 
clemency. Curtius indeed refers the capture of 
Roxana to a different place: and therefore his ac- 
count of the treatment of the vanquished may belong 
to another occasion. Though the Rock was the 
strongest fortress in Sogdiana, there were others in 
the high valleys of the upper Oxus, which appear 
still to have afforded shelter to some of the Bactrian 
and Sogdian insurgents. But Alexander was not 
at leisure to advance farther in this direction. His 
presence was required at Maracanda for the settle- 
ment of the province, and to secure it against the 

* Mr. Williams (p. 237.) se^ms to suppose, that what Plutarch says (AL 47.) 
about the difference between Ilephsestion and Craterus, relates to Alexander's 
marriage with Roxana. But it clearly applies only to the general sul^ect which 
led Plutarch to mention the marriage : Alexander's adoption of Asiatic usages. 
The marriage however might be very repupnant to thefeelingt of the Maeedoniant 
— as an indication of the policy which they thought injurious to them — though 
they did not think a Bactrian bride^ as euch, at all degrading. 



Spltamenes. 



362 IIISTOKY OF GKEECE. 

CHAP, inroads of Spitamenes. This gallant chief, when 
^ , * forced to take refuge in the desert accompanied by a 
succcM of small body of Sogdian fugitives, had only waited for a 
fresh opportunity of renewing hostilities against the 
invaders. As soon as Alexander had crossed the 
Oxus into Sogdiana, having collected about 600 of the 
Massageta), one of the Scythian tribes who ranged 
over the Chorasmian desert., he made an irruption 
into Bactria, and surprised and cut to pieces a party 
of 300 Macedonian cavalry, who were stationed near 
the frontier, and took Attinas their commander pri- 
soner. Flushed with this success, he ventured to 
advance into the neighbourhood of Zariaspa; and 
though he was not strong enough to attack the city^ 
he collected a large booty from the surrounding 
district. Craterus was at this time engaged, we do 
not know how, elsewhere. Zariaspa had been con- 
sidered so secure, that several invalids of the horse- 
guard were left there, with Peithon, the governor of 
the royal household, and a cithar-player named 
Aristonicus, protected only by a very small body of 
mercenary cavalry. They had however now recovered 
so as to be able to bear arms. Peithon collected all 
the forces he could muster, including some of the 
royal pages, and sallying out upon the enemy, sur- 
prised them as they were retreating with their spoil, 
wrested the whole from them, and slew a great 
number. But as he marched back in triumph to 
Zariaspa, he suffered himself to be surprised in his 
turn. Spitamenes made a circuit, and laid an ambush 
for him on his road, into which he fell. His little 
band made a brave resistance ; but the greater part 
were killed : among them Aristonicus, fighting more 
manfully, says Arrian, than could have been expected 
from his profession : Peithon himself was wounded 
and taken prisoner. 

Craterus, when he heard of these events, set out iu 
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pursuit of the Scythians, and chased them back into chap. 
the desert, where they were joined by a thousand ^ ' ■ 
more of their countrymen, and, as he still advanced, 
waited to give him battle. They were however routed, 
and left 1 50 of their number on the field ; but Craterus 
did not venture to pursue them any further : and this 
check scarcely counterbalanced the advantages they 
had gained. It was to be expected that Spitamenes 
would renew his attack in some other quarter: for 
among the tribes of the desert, more especially the 
MassagetaB, who were always ready to make war 
where they saw a prospect of plunder, he could never 
be in want of troops. To take precautions against 
this danger, was one of the main objects that called 
Alexander to Maracanda. Here, after he had been 
rejoined by his five generals, he proceeded to regulate 
the internal affairs of the country. To heal the 
wounds which his vengeance had inflicted the year 
before, and to provide for the permanent security of 
the province against hostile inroads and internal dis- 
affection, he directed a number of new cities to be 
founded : according to one statement no fewer than 
twelve. They were planted with colonies in which 
Macedonians or Greeks were mixed with barbarians : 
but, it seems, in such proportion, and on such terms, 
as to give a decided predominance to the European 
population. Hephaestion was ordered to superintend 
the establishment of the new settlers: a business 
which required much judgment and caution. In the 
meanwhile the king made a progress through the 
country to reduce the places which still remained in 
the hands of the insurgents. In the course of this chase at 
expedition he came to a royal park, in a district ^*'*'^ 
which Curtius calls Bazaria, where the game had 
remained untouched for more than a century. The 
army, according to tlie custom of an Eastern chase, 
formed a circle within the inclosure, and drove the 
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CHAP, wild beasts toward the centre, where the king and 
t / # his nobles despatched them. Alexander himself was 
attacked by a lion of extraordinary size, and rejecting 
the aid of Lysimachus who would have interposed in 
his defence, killed it with his own hand. The in- 
cident, as Curtius suspects, through some strange per^ 
version of the facts, gave rise to a story which became 
widely current, that Lysimachus by the king's orders 
had been exposed to a lion. Alexander's achievement 
earned the applause of a Spartan envoy, who was 
present, and exclaimed: A brave strtLggley Alexan- 
der^ with the royal beast for the mastery. But the 
Macedonian spectators, who had shuddered at the 
danger, deemed their king's life too precious to be 
risked in such a contest, and a military assembly was 
held on the subject, which, exercising a democratical 
privilege, that had probably been long dormant, de- 
creed that the king should not in future hunt on 
foot, or without some of his chief officers by his side* 
Four thousand head of game were destroyed in this 
memorable chase ; and Alexander's combat with the 
lion was afterwards commemorated by a group of 
figures in bronze which Craterus dedicated at Delphi. 
On the return of the army to Maracanda, Artabazus 
begged leave to resign his satrapy of Bactria, a post 
too laborious for his advanced age. He was dismissed 
into an honourable retirement, and Cleitus was ap- 
pointed to succeed him. The new satrap had been 
ordered to prepare for his departure, and Alexander 
himself was on the point of setting out on a fresh 
expedition toward the western frontier of Sogdiana, 
to reduce a mountainous district which was still 
Alexander's occupicd by a band of Bactrian exiles. The eve of 
court their parting was a day which the Macedonians were 
used to solemnise as a festival of Dionysus. But on 
this occasion for some unknown reason Alexander 
substituted a sacrifice in honour of the Dioscuri* 
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The religious ceremony was closed as usual by a chap. 
banquet, at which Cleitus was present, and which was ■ 
immoderately prolonged, according to a custom which 
Alexander certainly found already prevailing in his 
father's court, and had no need to learn, as Arrian 
intimates, from the barbarians. Among the guests 
were some Greek literary parasites, poets, rhetoricians, 
and sophists, persons of little reputation at home, who 
made up for the slendemess of their abilities by the 
grossness of their flattery, with which unhappily 
Alexander was not disgusted, if he did not encourage 
it as subservient to his political ends. Three of these 
adventurers, Agis, an epic versifier of Argos, Cleon, 
a Siceliot, and Anaxarchus of Abdera, who professed 
the flexible philosophy of his countryman Democritus, 
have escaped oblivion through the pre-eminence of 
their baseness. The conversation, when it was grow- 
ing late, fell on the Twin Heroes, whom, as Euripides 
expressed it, their father Zeus had made gods.^ The 
courtly tongues readily seized this occasion to dwell 
on the praises of the more illustrious hero then pre- 
sent, who, but for the envy which always attends 
living worth, would have been universally acknow- 
ledged as far greater than the Dioscuri, greater than 
Hercules himself. Cleitus, whom wine had released 
from ordinary reserve, checked this profane flattery, 
perhaps the more sternly, because he perceived its 
practical tendency, to favour the establishment of the 
ceremonies which he had always strongly opposed. 
He observed too that it was at the expense of the 
Macedonians, who had contributed their share to all 
the great achievements which were ascribed solely 
to their king, that his merits were thus magnified. 
And he quoted some verses of Euripides which de- 
nounced the injustice of the custom by which the 

* Helena, 1 759. ii/ias Zcvs iwolii^w ^w^. 
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CHAP, honour of every victory was commonly assigned to 
■ ^^ ' the general alone. The remark must have been 



offensive to the king, not merely from its personal 
application, but as inculcating a sentiment directly 
adverse to the admission of the practice which he 
wished to introduce. But when his own actions were 
made the subject of a more particular discussion in 
comparison with his father's, and, in reply to the 
flatterers who depreciated Philip's exploits, Cleitus 
extolled them far above his son's, and as he rudely 
reminded him of the battle of the Granicus, stretched 
out his right hand, exclaiming. This handy Alexander^ 
then saved your life^ the king could no longer contain 
his passion. He sprang up to rush upon Cleitus, but 
was held back by some of his friends, while he called 
out for his guards to come and rescue him from the 
traitors who were confining him, as Bessus had 
Darius. In the meanwhile Cleitus, who did not still 
desist from his provoking language, was hurried out 
of the banquet chamber. Alexander was then re- 
leased ; but as his fury was only inflamed by the short 
restraint it had undergone, he immediately snatched 
a spear from the hands of a sentinel and hastened 
Death of toward the door. Unhappily Cleitus had also re- 
covered his liberty, and, no less frantic than the king, 
was returning to the palace, and met Alexander, who 
was calling out for the object of his vengeance, and, 
as soon as he perceived him, thrust the spear through 
his body. 

When he saw the brother of his nurse Lanice, the 
companion of his boyhood, the preserver of his life, 
stretched dead at his feet, the double intoxication of 
wine and rage was instantly overpowered by a thrill 
of remorse. He retired to his chamber in an agony 
of grief, and throwing himself on his bed, continued 
to repeat the names of Cleitus and Lanice, whom, 
after her two sons had been slain in his service, he 
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had deprived of her only brother. The murderer of chap. 
his friends, as he loudly called himself — perhaps the - ^ - 
assassination of Parmenio had begun to appear to him 
in its true light — he was not fit to live. For three 
days he rejected food, and abandoned himself wholly 
to his anguish. Then, as its violence began to sub- 
side with the abatement of his bodily strength, his 
friends attempted with more success to soothe, con- 
sole, and rouse him from his dejection. The sooth- 
sayers bad him submit to the just wrath of Dionysus, 
who had visited him with a temporary phrenzy, to 
manifest his displeasure at the neglect of his festival, 
which the king must celebrate in due form, if he 
wished to propitiate the god. The army adopted a 
less innocent artifice for the same purpose ; they passed 
a resolution that Cleitus had been justly put to death: 
and forbad the interment of his remains, until the 
king interfered, and ordered him to be buried. The 
motive of this servility may be admitted as a pal- 
liation of its baseness. There is nothing else to dis- 
tinguish it from the adulation of Anaxarchus, who 
expressed the same sentiment in a more philosophical 
form. The poets, he suggested to Alexander, had 
placed Dic^, the goddess of justice, at the right hand 
of Zeus, to signify that whatever he decreed was 
right : in like manner whatever was done by a great 
king ought to be deemed just, first by himself, and, 
when so approved, by all other men. ^ Alexander's 
understanding was too sound to be deceived by the 
obsequiousness of his soldiers, or by the sophist's theo- 
logical and ethical fallacies : he more I'eadily listened 
to the soothsayers, and found some comfort in the 
thought, that his fatal burst of passion was tlie 
working of the offended god : and before he left Ma- 

* Anaxarchus had the merit at least of f^^nkly professing the principle. How 
many adopt and act upon it, hoth in religion and politics, who have not the 
candour to avow it ! 
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CHAP, racanda atoned for his past neglect by the celebration 
- ^ ' of the Dionysiac festival. But the most efficacious 
remedy for his grief was supplied by the cares of 
public business, and the toils of war. HephsBStion 
was sent with a detachment into Bactria, to provide 
for the subsistence of the army in its winter quarters. 
Amyntas was appointed to the vacant satrapy of 
Artabazus. Alexander himself set out on the expe- 
dition which he had before meditated toward the 
inviskm of wcstem frontier. The region which he was about to 
xenippt. invade, which the Greeks, perhaps with a slight cor- 
ruption of its proper name, called Xenippa\ lay, it 
seems, on the skirts of a range of hills, which rise 
about ten miles north of Bokhara, running from east 
to west, and still bear the name by which they were 
then known, of the Nura mountains. It was a district 
abounding in villages, as its soil was singularly 
fertile. The natives, fearing that it might become 
the theatre of war, and might suffer, as the vale of 
the Sogd the year before, from Alexander's resent- 
ment, when they heard of his approach, compelled the 
Bactrian exiles to withdraw. Amyntas was sent to 
intercept them. But as their numbers amounted to 
more than 2000, aU mounted, they ventured to attack 
him, and, having taken him by surprise, long main- 
tained a hard combat. They were at last put to 
flight, and left 400 on the field of battle, and 300 in 
the enemy's hands; but the Macedonians purchased 
their victory with the loss of eighty slain, and between 
three and four hundred were wounded. Curtius 
seems to say that the fugitives soon afterwards sub- 
mitted, and obtained pardon from the conqueror : but 
perhaps this ought to be understood of the inha- 
bitants of Xenippa, who had still reason to dread his 

> The great number of names ending In iippa in the modem maps of Maweral- 
nahar teems to indicate, that it is only the first part of the name Xenippa that was 
formed by the Greeks according to the analogy of their own language. 
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displeasure on account of the shelter which they had chap. 
afforded to the refugees. He then advanced toward - 



the highlands of Nura, or, as Curtius writes it, Naura, syrf. 
where the principal defile was occupied by a chieftain ™*^'*'*^ 
named Sysimithres, who was in possession of a strong 
fortress at its entrance. According to Curtius, he 
surrendered at the first summons; but as Curtius 
has manifestly confounded the capture of this fortress 
with that of another to be mentioned hereafter, we 
cannot be sure that he has not wholly misrepresented 
the manner in which it fell into Alexander's hands. 
It is only certain that the reduction of this place was 
not attended with the immediate submission of the 
whole canton. Alexander afterwards, taking the 
cavalry only wdth him, made one of his extraordinary 
marches in pursuit of the remaining insurgents. 
Philip, a younger brother of Lysimachus, to show 
his devotion to the king, accompanied him the whole 
way on foot ; and when they overtook the fugitives, 
fought gallantly by his side ; but as soon as the 
enemy was routed, sank exhausted by the effort, and 
expired in his master's arms. On his return to the 
camp, after he had completely dispersed the bar- 
barians, Alexander had to lament another loss, the 
death of his brave general Erigyius, which had just 
taken place : perhaps an effect of wounds received in 
the attack of the fortress. His obsequies, and those 
of the young soldier, were celebrated together. 

When this district had been pacified, there re- Defeat and 
mained no enemy on foot in Sogdiana, though, as long spttamcnei. 
as Spitamenes lived at large, it could never be secure 
from invasion. Alexander now proceeded with the 
main body of his army to Nautaca, where he meant 
to spend the winter, leaving Coenus, with a division of 
horse and foot, in the vale of the Sogd, to preserve the 
tranquillity of the country, and, if possible, to draw 
Spitamenes by some stratagem into his power. Spi- 
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tamenes, as Alexander had expected, did not long re- 
main quiet ; but as the strongholds of Sogdiana were 
now all in the hands of the Macedonians, he saw no 
hope left but in an attack on Co3nus and his division. 
Having come to Bagas, a strong place on the north- 
west frontier, he again collected a body of cavalry, 
about 3000, from the Miissageta), and marched against 
Coenus. A hard- fought battle ensued ; but the Mace- 
donian tactics and discipline gained a decided victory. 
The barbarians fled, leaving 800 slain: the victors, 
according to their own statement, lost less than forty. 
Spitamenes indeed escaped, but his Sogdian and 
Bactrian adherents now began to view his cause as 
desperate, and a great number of them deserted him 
in his flight, and surrendered themselves to Coenus. 
The Scythians, to console themselves for their disaster, 
plundered the baggage of their allies. Sjntamenes, 
who still accompanied them, was left wholly in their 
power : they had little to hope for from him, and pro- 
bably viewed him with an e^'il eye as the author of 
their calamities. A report soon reached them, spread 
perhaps for the purpose by Ccenus, that Alexander 
himself was on the point of making an expedition 
against them. To avert this danger, they cut off the 
head of Spitamenes, and sent it to Alexander.^ So 
fell the boldest, most active, and persevering enemy 
that Alexander had yet encountered in Asia ; one of 
the few men who had displayed a love of independence, 
which could neither be seduced nor overawed. His 
death relieved Alexander from his chief anxiety about 
the countries where he had now been detained nearly 
two years : though in the upper valleys of the Oxus 
there were still some refractory chiefs, among them 

* According to another story, which Curtius relates at great length (viii. 3.), 
it was brought by the wife of Spitamenes, who had intreated him to surrender 
himself to Alexander, and then murdered him to revenge herself for the ill usage 
»he had received from him on account of her advice. 
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Catanes, who had been an associate of Spitamenes in 
his treachery to Bessus, Austanes, and Chorienes, who 
still relied on the security aflForded by that moun- 
tainous region. Dataphernes, who had taken refuge 
among the Daha?, neighbours of the Massagetae, was 
sent by them in chains to Alexander, as soon as they 
heard of the death of Spitamenes.^ 

It was Alexander's purpose, as soon as the season 
permitted in the spring of 327, to make an expedition 
against the chiefs who still held out in the eastern 
highlands, and then immediately to begin his march 
toward India. In his mnter quarters at Nautaca, winter 
where he was joined by Coenus, as soon as he had S^SSitoc*. 
discharged the most important part of his commission, 
he made various regulations concerning the adminis- 
tration of the western provinces, which he was soon 
to leave at a still greater distance behind him, while 
he penetrated into the unknoAvn regions of India. 

' So Curtius, VIII. 3. 16. Droysen, I do not know on what authority, describes 
him as surrendering himself, p. 341 The order in which the events of the cam- 
paign of 328 are related in the text, is only the result of an attempt to combine 
the accounts of Anian and Curtius together, in what seemed to me the most 
probable manner. It differs from Droysen*s arrangement in two points. Accord- 
ing to his view, Alexander first marched from the Oxus to Maracanda, there gave 
his orders to Hephsstlon about the new Sogdian colonies, then took the Sogdian 
Rock, returned to Maracanda, and after the death of Cleitus made the expedition 
against Xenippa and* Naura, leaving Coenus to protect Sogdiana. During his 
absence on this expedition, Spitamenes made his unsuccessful attempt, and his 
death took place before Alexander went Into winter quarters at Nautaca. It 
seemed to me necessary to place the capture of the Sogdian Rock earlier in the 
campaign of 328, on account of the snow which Arrian describes as lying so deep 
at the time : and I infer from Arrian*s language (iv. 17, 18.) about Coenus, that 
the death of Spitamenes took place after Alexander had left the vale of the Sogd, 
for Nautaca. In iv. 17. we read that he left Cicnus commander-in-chief in 
Sogdiana, and ordered him to winter there, both to protect the country, and to draw 
Spitamenes into an ambush, if he found an opportunity, in the course of the 
winter. These expressions seem to prove that Alexander was at this time on the 
point of going into winter quarters. Nor can it be considered as an important 
olgectlon, that Arrian and Curtius^ both say he was meditating an expedition 
against the Massagets or Daha^, among whom Spitamenes had taken refuge, when 
the chief's head was brought to him. It does not follow that he was then near 
their frontier. Arrian (i v. 18.) seems evidently to allude to the commission which 
he had mentioned in the preceding chapter, when he says that Coenus came to 
Nautaca, as well as Cratcni% Phratapbcmes, and Stasanor, having accomplished all 
that had been assigned to them by Alexander to do. The i¥ ro<n^ can only refer 
to the interval between the defeat and the death of Spitamenes. — As to Phrata- 
phemes and Stasanor, I can hardly help suspecting that they have been mentioned 
here, through some mistake arising from iv. 7. 
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Already he had experienced the difficulty of main- 
taining his authority during a long absence over the 
remote parts of his dominions. Autophradates, the 
satrap of Tapuria, had been repeatedly sent for and 
had not obeyed the summons. Phrataphernes was 
now despatched to arrest him, and bring him to court. 
Oxodates, the satrap of Media, had betrayed a want 
either of zeal or of loyalty, and Atropates was sent 
to take his place : Stamenes to succeed to the satrapy 
of Babylon which had become vacant by the decease 
of Mazaeus. Sopolis, Epocillus, and Menidas, were 
sent to bring fresh recruits from Macedonia. 

With the first gleams of spring Alexander left 
Nautaca, and moved through an Alpine road, in 
which his troops suffered extreme hardships from 
tempestuous weather, cold, fatigue, and hunger, 
toward a country which Arrian calls Paraetacene, 
and which has therefore been commonly supposed to 
lie to the south of Bactria. A part of Khorasan was 
undoubtedly called by that name, as well as the 
district which Alexander conquered on his way from 
Persepolis to Ecbatana. But it is impossible that 
either of these should be here meant by Arrian, not 
only because Alexander could not have taken either 
of them in his way from Nautaca to Bactra, but 
because this Para^tacene appears from Curtius^ to 
have been situate in the vicinity of the Sacae, whose 
seats unquestionably lay to the east of Bactria and 
Sogdiana. The place of greatest strength in this 
Parajtacene was a fortress belonging to Chorienes.^ 
It stood on a high insulated rock, precipitous on all 
sides, and completely surrounded by a deep ravine, 



* VIII. 4. 20. 

• In the description which Ciirtius gives of the fortress of Sysimithres, which 
in general belongs to this of Chorienes, the river or torrent at the bottom of the 
ravine is a conspicuous feature. But Arrian docs not mention It This therefore 
cannot help to identify the rock of Chorienes with the Hissar Shadman, which 
Droysen takes for it, though the conjecture, for ought that appears to the contrary, 
is probable enough. 
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which served as a natural trench to guard the ap- chap. 
proach. The ground at the top appears to have . ^"' . 
been level, and capable of holding a numerous gar- 
rison. The only path which led up to it was one 
which had been cut in the rock, so as to be of difficult 
ascent, even when not defended, and to allow room 
in its breadth for no more than one man.^ It was 
necessary to fill up a part of the ravine before the 
first step could be taken toward the storming of the 
fortress: and this was a work which, to a common 
eye, would have appeared utterly impracticable ; so 
great was its depth, so precipitous its sides^ But 
Alexander had resolved to become master of the 
place : and obstacles apparently as great had already 
yielded to such a resolution. The sides of the neigh- 
bouring hills were clothed with fir, which supplied 
abundant materials. By means of ladders the be- 
siegers descended to the foot of the precipice, where 
they drove in piles which they overlaid with hurdles, 
and then heaped up a pile of earth. The work ad- 
vanced indeed but slowly, though the whole army 
was employed on it, one half, during the day, under 
the eye of Alexander himself, the rest by night in 
three divisions, which relieved each other, under Per- 
diccas, Leonnatus, and Ptolemy. Yet at length it 
rose to such a height that the arrows of the assailants 
reached the top of the walls. Chorienes, seeing so 
much that he had supposed impossible already effected, 
began to tremble lest his remaining defences might 
prove equally unavailing. He sent a herald to Alex- 
ander to request a conference with Oxyartes; and 
the persuasions and example of Oxyartes induced him 
to commit himself to Alexander's generosity. He 
came doNvn with a few of his intimate friends to the 

^ One might suspect from Curtius (viii. 2. 21.) that It was a gaHery cut 
through the rock, and issuing at the top: perpetuus cunicuiuM iterprttben* in eampoK 
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CHAP, camp, was graciously received, and, while he himself 
remained there, sent some of his companions back 
with orders to the garrison to surrender the fortress. 
When these orders had been obeyed, the king himself 
went up with 500 of the hypaspists to view the place. 
Its strength, and the large stock of provisions which 
had been laid in, proved either the confidence that 
had been reposed in him, or the awe he had inspired : 
and he did not scruple to restore the fortress to 
Chorienes, and to invest him with the government 
of the surrounding district. Chorienes requited this 
generosity with a munificent present of provisions, 
sufficient to supply the army for two months ; and 
he admitted that this was not a tenth part of the 
store which he had collected for the siege. 

After the fall of this place, which was the key of 
the province, there remained no object in this quarter 
that demanded Alexander's presence. He himself 
proceeded to Bactra, to make his final preparations 
for his Indian expedition, and left Craterus, with the 
divisions of Polysperchon, Attains, and Alcetas, and 
600 of the horse-guard, to complete the reduction of 
Paraetacene, and to crush the remains of the inde- 
pendent party in their last retreats. Craterus brought 
the two cliiefs who still held out to an engagement, in 
which Catanes fell, and Austanes was taken prisoner. 
Curtius seems to speak of a distinct expedition made 
by Polysperchon, in which he overran a region called 
Bubacene.* This has been interpreted as the country 
now called Badakshan, which stretches eastward to 
the foot of the mountains (the Belur T&gh) that con- 
tain the sources of the Oxus. But it seems doubtful 

' Droysen in his paper On AUxander'a Marches through Turan (Rbein. Mas. 
1833, p. 100.) incorrectly represents Curtius as saying, that Catanes and Austanes 
were conquered by Craterus in Buhacene. If so, there could have been no doubt 
that Bubacene and Panetacene were the same district. But Curtius (viii. 5. 2.), 
after he has mentioned the defeat of the two insurgent chiefs, adds : Piofytptrdum 
quoque repionem fva Bubacene appeUatur in ditionem redegii. 
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whether Alexander gave any commission to his lieu- chap. 
tenants, beyond that which Arrian mentions, of sub- 



duing the Bactrian insurgents, and whether they 
would have ventured on such operations, when they 
knew that he was waiting for their arrival to set out 
on his march to India. They had certainly not much 
time for such conquests, since before the beginning 
of the summer they had already rejoined the grand 
army at Bactra. 

During their absence, events had taken place there, 
which illustrate the condition of Alexander's court, 
and the footing on which he stood with his Macedo- 
nian nobles. He had detected another conspiracy 
against his life, more certainly attested than that of 
Philotas, and formed by persons whom he could still 
less have suspected of such a design. The parties 
were some of the royal pages, youths selected, as has 
been already mentioned, from the noblest Macedonian 
families, to be trained in all the arts of war and peace 
which might fit them for the highest commands, in 
the course of their attendance on the king's person. 
It was among their duties to keep guard at the en- 
trance of the royal apartments, to receive the king's 
horse from the grooms, and wait on him when he 
was ready to mount, and to attend him to the chase. 
They were treated in other respects with the distinc- 
tion befitting their birth and prospects, and enjoyed 
the privilege of sitting — like the Roman boys^ — at 
table before the king. It had happened that at a Hermoiaut. 
hunting-party, perhaps on the road to Bactra, one of 
these youths, named Hermolaus, heedlessly or offi- 
ciously had hurled his dart at a wild boar which the 
king was preparing to strike. Alexander, vexed 
and offended, ordered the youth to be punished with 

^ Tacitus, Ann. xiii. 15. Curtius (viii. 6. 5.) has, Mtdentibus vetci ewn rege, 
but perhaps this was, as according to the Roman usage, propria et parciort mensa. 
Compare S«rrvius on ^n. vii. 1 76. 
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CHAP, stripes, in the presence of the other pages, and to he 
. ^'"' . deprived of his horse. The chastisement may have 
been merited and not excessive, and it was of a kind 
to which according to custom the pages were held to 
be liable at the king's pleasure. Yet this power may 
have been so rarely exercised that the infliction was 
accounted a grievous disgrace, and Hermolaus may 
not have viewed his own conduct in the light in which 
it appeared to the king. It is certain that he felt as 
Plot of the one who had suflFered an atrocious injury. He dis- 
closed his feelings to one of his young comrades, Sos- 
tratus, son of Amyntas, and declared that life would 
be insupportable to him without revenge. Sostratus 
was easily led to share the resentment, or at least the 
danger, of one whom he loved ; and a plot was soon 
formed between them to murder the king. So far 
there is nothing to surprise us in the narrative. But 
what follows is hardly to be explained as the eflPect 
of boyish passion or sympathy. It must have been 
through other motives that the two friends induced 
four other youths of their own class, Antipater, the 
son of Asclepiodorus, who had been satrap of Syria, 
Epimenes son of Arseas, Anticles son of Theocritus, 
and Philotas son of Carsis, who is described as a 
Thracian, to become their accomplices. It seems in- 
credible that they should have taken part in such a 
plot, without some previous ground of discontent and 
ill-will toward the king. There is no reason to sup- 
pose that he had personally offended them : and we 
are therefore inclined to suspect, that their youth- 
ful indignation had been kindled by the complaints, 
which they might often have heard from their elders, 
of Alexander's attempts to degrade his nobles to a 
level with the conquered people, his adoption of Per- 
sian usages, his tyrannical proceedings in the case of 
Philotas and Parmenio. There could indeed be no 
doubt that this was the case, if we could rely on the 
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report, that Hennolaus afterwards pleaded these mo- ^"^p 
tives in justification of his conduct ; and even if this < / » 
was a rhetorical invention, it may truly express the 
feelings of the greater part of his associates. 

The conspirators determined to take advantage of 
the opportunity offered by their attendance on the 
king to effect their purpose. According to one ac- 
count they waited until in the course of rotation they 
should be all on duty together at night, and a month 
elapsed before this combination took place: a re- 
markable proof undoubtedly, if this was the fact, of 
the tenacity with which they clung to their design. 
Arrian however simply relates, that they agreed, 
when the night watch fell to Antipater's turn, to kill 
the king in his sleep. Antipater, it may be supposed, 
was to admit them into the bedchamber. It happened 
however that on this evening Alexander remained at 
table longer than usual, and, after he had retired from 
the banquet-room, was induced to return to it, and to 
continue there the greater part of the night. There 
was a story, which was adopted by Aristobulus, that 
a Syrian woman, who followed the camp, and was be- 
lieved — apparently because she had lost her senses — 
to possess the gift of divination, and had access at all 
hours to the royal apartments, met him as he was 
withdrawing, and by her intreaties prevailed on him 
to rejoin the company he had left. Whatever the 
cause may have been, it is certain that he did not go 
to rest until the guard had been relieved. The next 
day Epimenes, moved perhaps by the king's marvel- 
lous escape which might seem to indicate a divine 
interposition, revealed the plot to his bosom friend 
Charicles, who immediately disclosed it to Eurylochus, 
another son of Arseas : Eurylochus carried the in- 
formation to Ptolemy, who reported it to the king. Puniah- 
The conspirators were arrested, and all but Epi- Sr<Jt^. 
menes — whose life was spared — put to the torture. Mwtori. 
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CHAP. It seems that they did not deny their guilt : Hermo- 
. ^]^ . laus is said to have gloried in the deed which he had 



thenes. 



meditated, and to have inveighed against Alexander's 
tyranny in the Macedonian assembly. They were 
stoned, according to the more probable account^, by 
the army: according to another, their punishment 
was committed to their comrades, who, to prove their 
own loyalty, put them to a cruel death, 
caiiis- But in the confessions which had been extorted from 

them some other names had been mentioned, and 
among them that of the Olynthian Callisthenes, a 
person who, through the misfortune in which he was 
thus involved, probably acquired greater celebrity 
than he would have earned by all the works and 
actions of his life. Callisthenes was one of the men of 
letters who followed the court: but he stood on a 
peculiar footing with the king. He was Aristotle's 
kinsman, had been educated by him, and, during his 
residence in Macedonia, had probably been the com- 
panion of Alexander's studies^ : and it seems to have 
been through Aristotle's recommendation that he was 
permitted to attach himself to the expedition. The 
philosopher perhaps hoped that in the camp and the 
court he would acquire that practical sense in which 
he knew him to be very deficient, notwithstanding 
the success with which he cultivated several branches 
of literature, and his great rhetorical talent. But a 

• Which would be unquestionably the true one, if the letter from Alexander to 
Antipater, quoted by Plutatch (Al. 55.), was certainly genuine. But the manner 
in which the fact is mentioned by Arrian (iv. 14.) throws some suspicion on the 
letter : and its contents are, to say the least, very strange. It seems hardly 
credible that he should have thrown out such violent threats, before even an 
inquiry had been made as to the ground of his suspicions against Aristotle. 

» Stahr (An'stotelia, p. 106.) says that this is eTpre$»ly mentioned by Plutait^h 
and Arrian. But neither Plutarch nor Arrian state that Callisthenes was Alex- 
ander's fellow student. They only relate that Callisthenes was brought up by 
Aristotle. The other assertion is no more than a probable inference fh)m this 
fact. Stahr is equally inaccurate when he asserts (p. 126.). referring to Arrian 
(iv. 10.) that Callisthenes bitterly blamed the murder of Cleitus. Arrian's ovk 
^iroivctv (which does not imply any bitterness) TaDro, clearly relates not to the 
death of Cleitus, but to the innovations which he had just mentioned. 
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more extensive intercourse with men did not render chap. 
him fitter for society ; but only exposed the defects - 

of his character, and at length rendered them fatal to 
himself. He still continued to be a mere man of 
letters, but with an extravagant conceit of the im- 
portance of his own pursuits, and of the eminence he 
had attained in them. Philosophy was, it seems, the 
study which he professed, as the basis of all his 
literary accomplishments ; and he probably adopted 
Aristotle's doctrines as far as he was able to compre- 
hend them. But his faculty was not tliat of an in- 
quirer, but of an expounder. His philosophy only 
furnished him with subjects for rhetorical exercises. 
It was probably in the same spirit, and with no 
higher ambition, that he undertook to record the 
great events which were passing under his eyes : and, 
as one who was more conversant with words than 
with things, he conceived a very high opinion of the 
merit and value of his own work. It seems that he 
was even silly enough to boast, that Alexander's fame 
depended on his pen : and that he had not come to 
seek reputation from Alexander, but to spread his 
renown over the world. We might otherwise have 
put a better sense on another speech which is attri- 
buted to him : that Alexander's divinity would rest 
not on the stories which had been forged to prove it, 
but on his own history of his actions.^ 

It may have been with a better feeling, though not 
without a mixture of vanity, that he professed that 
the chief motive which had brought him to the court, 
was the hope that he might prevail on the king 
to rebuild Olynthus, and restore the remains of its 
scattered population. It was a boon like that which 
Aristotle had obtained from Philip; and to have 

^ It ought however to be observed, in justice to CalHsthenes, that the language 
in which Arrian speaks of his own performance (i. 12.), might, with very slight 
exaggeration, he represented as a proof of similar self-conceit 
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become the second founder of his native city — a place 
so much more famous than Stagira — ^would no doubt 
have flattered his pride, as well as gratified his 
patriotism. There are other indications, that he was 
keenly conscious of his relation to a city, which had 
once been mistress of a great part of Macedonia, and 
had been destroyed by Philip. Alexander, it is said, 
once requested him at a banquet, where a great 
number of his nobles were present, to entertain the 
company with a panegyric on the Macedonians. 
Callisthenes complied, and declaimed with his usual 
fluency. When he had perorated, amidst the loud 
applause of his audience, the king, quoting a verse of 
Euripides, observed that on a fine theme it was no 
hard task to speak well, and challenged him to prove 
his ingenuity by an accusation of the Macedonians, 
which might point out the failings they had to correct. 
Alexander was probably quite in earnest, and would 
have been well pleased to have heard the defects of 
the national character, and those of his great men, 
faithfully, though delicately, exposed. It was a step 
toward the removal of prejudices which interfered 
with his plans. But Callisthenes took up this subject 
in a very different spirit and tone from that in which 
he had handled the last. His panegyric had been a 
rhetorical exercise : his second speech was a serious 
invective. He traced the origin of Philip's power 
to the internal dissensions which had wasted the 
strength of Greece, and quoted a verse which con- 
tained the remark, that where discord prevails^ is a 
)ffi«nd9 road for the vilest to honour. And he proceeded to 
give vent, no doubt, to his real sentiments, in a strain 
which surprised and deeply offended those who had 
before applauded him, and which induced the king to 
observe that he had exhibited to the Macedonians a 
specimen not of his ability but of his ill-will. 

It is evident that the arts of a courtier were tho^e 
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which Callisthenes had studied least, or which were chap. 

' TIT 

least congenial either to his character or his national 
prejudices : and Arrian justly remarks, that, since he 
had chosen to live in a court, he ought to have con- 
formed to its manners, as far as it was possible to do 
so without personal degradation. Still the bluntness 
of his deportment, and the freedom of his language, 
though they provoked enmity, also inspired a certain 
degree of respect. His company was especially sought 
by the young Macedonians who had any taste for 
philosophy or eloquence, and Hermolaus in particular 
was one of those who most frequently listened to his 
discourse. Alexander himself seems to have thought 
that his co-operation, and even his acquiescence, might 
be of great use for the purpose of reconciling the 
Macedonians to the innovations which he wished to 
introduce. The other men of letters, sophists, poets, 
and rhetoricians, particularly Anaxarchus, readily 
entered into the king's views, and offered their 
services to promote them. It was concerted among 
them, that, at a banquet in the palace, they should 
bring the subject under discussion, and should exert 
all their powers of reasoning and persuasion to over- 
come the reluctance of the Macedonians with respect 
to the ceremony of adoration ; and it seems to have 
been arranged through the mediation of Hephaestion, 
that the king should withdraw for a short time from 
his guests, on the plea of business, and that during 
his absence Anaxarchus and the rest should propose 
to salute him after the Persian custom on his return. 
When the time came, and Alexander had left the 
table, Anaxarchus turned the conversation on his 
great qualities and achievements, and endeavoured to 
convince his hearers, that it was much more fitting 
for the Macedonians to pay divine honours to such a 
hero, who was their own king, than to strangers, like 
Dionysus and Hercules, whose exploits were much less 
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CHAP, admirable : and that as it was certain that, whenever 

. ^"' . he should be taken from them, they would honour 

him as a god, it was far more reasonable to treat him 

with the same reverence during his life, than after 

his death, when it would be of no use to him. 

The sophist's arguments were received with silence 
by the persons to whom they were addrest : but Cal- 
listhenes undertook to refute them : and showed that, 
according to the established doctrines and practice of 
the Greek religion, divine honours could only be be- 
stowed on a mortal by the decree of a god delivered 
through an oracle, and that they had never been con- 
ferred on any one except, as in the case of Hercules, 
after his death. If we might depend on this passage, 
in Arrian's report of the speech of Callisthenes, we 
should infer that the story about the oracle of Ammon 
had not yet been officially sanctioned. But such 
details are the less to be relied on, as there were two 
accounts of the conduct of Callisthenes, seemingly 
both belonging to the same occasion, and quite dis- 
tinct, though not absolutely inconsistent -with each 
other. That which Arrian gives as the less trust- 
worthy is nevertheless confirmed by authority quite 
as good in such matters as that of Ptolemy or Aris- 
tobulus ; by Chares of Mitylene, who filled the high 
office of Eisangeleus at Alexander's court, when it 
began to be modelled after the Persian usage. It 
seems that, according to the arrangement which had 
been previously made mth the Greek courtiers and 
the Persians who were present, the king sent his 
golden goblet round among his guests. The first 
who received it, after he had drunk, performed the 
Persian ceremony of adoration, and was then per- 
mitted to kiss the king. This example was followed 
by all who were in the secret, and it had been ex- 
pected, we do not know precisely on what grounds, 
that Callisthenes was prepared to conform with it. 



CALLISTHENES OFFENDS ALEXANDER. 383 

When it came to his turn however, he drank, but ^^nT- 
made no obeisance, and immediately advanced to kiss *— v — ' 
the king. Alexander, who happened to be conversing 
with Hephaestion, did not perceive the omission^; 
but when it was mentioned to him by one of his 
attendants, he turned away from Callisthenes when 
he approached. Callisthenes was heard to say as he 
retired : / am going away the poorer by a kiss. 

Alexander was the more indignant at this language 
and behaviour, because he was assured by Hephaestion, 
that Callisthenes had previously promised to perform 
the ceremony. The man's character renders it ex- 
tremely improbable that he had ever made such a 
promise^, for which, if he did not mean to keep it, no 
satisfactory reason can be assigned ; though it would 
not follow that Hephaestion told a wilful falsehold, as 
Plutarch supposes, for the purpose of exasperating 
Alexander's resentment. He may only have drawn 
a hasty inference from the silence of Callisthenes, or 
from ambiguous expressions which he used, when 
the aflfair was discussed. Callisthenes however must 
have had many enemies, who were eager to widen 
the breach between him and the king, and who were 
not scrupulous about the means. To many of the 
Macedonian generals the whole tribe of literary idlers 
who hung about the court, must have been odious, 
as in the time of Perdiccas, even when there was 
nothing repulsive in their manners. And Alexander 
now lent a willing ear to the insinuations, which were 
addressed to him from various quarters, and which 
were probably corroborated by Hephaestion, who was 
personally hurt by the breach of faith which he im- 
puted to Callisthenes; that he was setting a per- 

* Droysen (p. 352.), to show his hero's magnanimity, takes the liberty of repre- 
senting him as perceiving, but taking no notice of the omission. The statement 
in the text is that of Arrian and Plutarch, or rather of Chares. 

■ It is clear from Arrian (iv. 10.) that Callisthenes had from the first openly 
avowed his disapprobation of Alexander's proceedings. 



of treason. 
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nicious example by his aflfectation of independence, 
and was instilling dangerous maxims into the minds 
of the youths who flocked to his lessons, and were 
captivated by his eloquence. 
Is accused Sucli was the positiou in which Callisthenes was 
standing when the conspiracy of the pages was dis- 
covered. Suspicion might naturally have been awak- 
ened against him by his familiarity with Hermolaus. 
But it had been forestalled, as we have just seen, by 
the suggestions of his enemies; and Alexander was 
disposed to believe every thing that could be laid to 
his charge. A strict inquiry was instituted into the 
language which he had used in his conversations with 
the young delinquents ; and we cannot be surprised 
that many expressions should have come to light, 
which appeared conclusive evidence of his guilt to 
one who was already convinced of it. Those which 
are reported remind us of the attempts which were 
made by the accusers of Socrates to convict him of 
treason against the Athenian commonwealth. Their 
import could only be determined by the occasion and 
context of the discourse, as to which we know nothing. 
Taken by themselves, they are entitled to no weight, 
except on the supposition that he was acquainted with 
the plot. As to this point there is a seeming con- 
tradiction in the accounts we have remaining from 
the best authorities, which however it may not be 
impossible to clear up. The principal object with 
which the youths were put to the torture, appears to 
have been to obtain some information against Callis- 
thenes, who had been arrested as soon as the plot was 
discovered: and it might have been expected that 
Hephaestion, who had managed that engine so suc- 
cessfully in the case of Philotas, would have been 
able to draw any confession that he wished from 
these striplings. Yet we learn from the very best 
authority, a letter written by Alexander at the time, 
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and addressed to Craterus and his colleagues^: that chap. 
they continued to the last to deny that any person * 

was privy to their design. On the other hand Arrian 
mentions that, according to the concurrent testimony 
of Aristobulus and Ptolemy, they confessed that Cal- 
listhenes had instigated them to the deed. On a point 
so much affecting Alexander's reputation, we might 
reasonably question the authority of these two writers, 
and we should not scruple to reject their assertion, 
if it really contradicted both Alexander's own decla- 
ration, and the united evidence of all his other his- 
torians. But it seems not at all improbable that the 
instigation of which they spoke, consisted only in 
sentiments which might have been very innocently 
uttered by Callisthenes, though they had the effect of 
encouraging the conspirators to persevere in their 
design, and might be construed by his enemies as 
intended to suggest it. 

We have one decisive proof, how incapable Alex- 
ander himself was at this time of forming a right 
judgment on the case. It would have been scarcely 
credible, if it was not so well attested, that his pre- 
judice against Callisthenes was so strong, as to induce 
him to harbour a suspicion that Aristotle had some 
share in his kinsman's treason. Plutarch quotes a 
letter of the king's to Antipater, in which he expressed 
his resolution to punish the sophist^ and those who sent 
him out Even if the letter should be thought sus- 
picious, the fact to which it alludes is not the less 
certain. The fate of Callisthenes furnished a subject 
for a variety of conflicting anecdotes. Arrian cannot Put to 
suppress his surprise that Ptolemy and Aristobulus ***"** 
should differ from one another as to the mode of his 
death, notorious as it must have been. Ptolemy re- 
lated that he was put to the torture, and afterwards 

> Plut Al. 55. 
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CHAP, crucified. Aristobulus that he was carried about in 
■ ^^^ ' chains, and at last died of disease. This last account 
is placed beyond dispute by the testimony of Chares, 
who adds that the purpose for which he was kept in 
confinement was that he might be finally tried in 
Aristotle's presence, and that he died seven months 
after in India, of a loathsome disease, produced it 
seems by imprisonment in his corpulent frame. 

His character is not one which can excite much 
interest in his behalf, but it is entitled to justice. 
There appears to be no reason for rejecting the almost 
unanimous judgment of antiquity, that he was in- 
nocent of the offence with which he was charged, and 
fell a victim to Alexander's preconceived resentment. 
Some of Alexander's modem apologists have assumed, 
that the ancients were prejudiced in favour of Callis- 
thenes by his profession of philosopher^ — as if this 
had been sufficient to shield Plato or Aristotle from 
obloquy, and had not rather exposed them to innu- 
merable calumnies : or as if Anaxarchus, sophist as he 
was, had not been branded with merited infamy. The 
transaction is memorable, as it exhibits the conqueror 
of Asia calling in the aid of Greeks to overcome the 
independent spirit of his own people. 

» So both Droyten (p. 857.) and Mr. WUltams (p. 251.).— It la chtracterbtic oT 
the partiality which Droysen betrays In his account of this transaction, and wher- 
ever else his hero's honour is concerned, that he makes no mention of the letter to 
(*rateru8 — a document, the genuineness of which seems to be placed beyond 

doubt by its direction, which could hardly have occurred to a forger. Mr. 

Williams is equally guarded on this point, and asks : But wh§ shomld trt dombt tkt 
united testimony of Ptolemy and Aristobulus 9 kc, — almost as if he knew that the 
greater i»art of his readers would not be able to answer the question. 
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APPENDIX I. 

ON SOME POINTS IN THE GEOGRAPHY OF ALEXANDER'S 

MARCHES. 

The Battle of Issue. 

It 18 not easy to combine the accounts given by Alexander's Appxmdiz 
historians of the operations immediately preceding the battle of ^* 
Issus, and Xenophon's description of the march of Cyrus out of ' 
Cilicia into Syria, with the statements — not to speak of the con. 
jectures — of modem travellers. Colonel Leake (Journal of a 
Tour in Asia Minor, p. 208.) observes : " Strabo, Ptolemy, and 
the Stadiasraus, agree in naming two pylss, or passes, fortified 
with a wall and gate at the head of the gulf (of Issus) ; namely, 
the gate of Amanus, which was in Cilicia, and the Cilician gate, 
which formed the division between Syria and Cilicia. The po- 
sition of both of these pylse has been ascertained ; the northern 
or Amanic, between Ayds and Bayds, at the northern or inner- 
most extremity of the gulf, cv rf MCK.%rar^ rw koXvoC, as the Stadi- 
asmus has well described it — the southern or Cilician between 
Bayas and Iskenderun, not far from, if not exactly at, the place 
where Pococke and other modern travellers observed some ruins 
vulgarly known by the name of the Pillars of Jonas. The pass 
of Beildn, leading from Iskenderiin over the mountain into the 
plain of Antioch, was a third pylsB, which has been well distin* 
guished by Ptolemy from the other two, and was justly called the 
Gate of Syria." Colonel Leake then proceeds to refute an 
opinion of Major Rennell's as to Strabo's *AfMc>ihi vvXai, and in 
the next page adds : ** There was a fourth pass, as Major Rennell 
has justly observed, which, crossing mount Amanus from the east* 
ward, descended upon the centre of the head of the gulf, near 
Issus. By this pass it was that Darius marched from Sochus, 
and took up his position on the banks of the Pinarus ; by which 
movement Alexander, who had just before marched from Mallus 
to Myriandrus, through the two maritime pylae, was placed 
between the Persians and Syria. Cicero also alludes to this pass 

cc 2 
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Appendix when he observes that ^ nothing is stronger than Cilicia on the side 



I, 



of Syria, there being only two narrow entrances into it over the 
Amanus, the ridge of which mountain divides the two provinces : 
qui Syriam a Cilicia aquarum divortio dividit.' The other pass 
to which he alludes was that of Beilan." 

It might seem therefore that all was clear on this subject. But 
the fact is that the position of the pylsB, which Colonel Leake says 
has been ascertained, is extremely doubtful. And it is remark- 
able that one of the travellers to whom he refers in his note as 
having ascertained the point, Mr. Kinneir, Journey in Asia Minor, 
expresses a very different opinion about the position of one of 
these pylae. 

Mnjor Rennell (Illustrations of the History of the Expedition of 
Cyrus, p. 62.) had maintained the opinion mentioned by Colonel 
Leake as to the position of the southern or Cilician pylie — Xeno- 
phon's Grates of Syria and Cilicia — that it was not far from the 
so-called Pillars of Jonas. He finds Xenophon's river Kersut, 
which flowed between the Gates, in the Mahersy, and thinks that 
the castle of Merkes, which stands on a commanding eminence 
over the river, has either communicated its name to the river, or 
derived its own from it. '^ One may easily perceive the connection 
between it and the Kersus of Xenophon, and the h of Mahersy is 
probably guttural." 

C. Niebuhr, in the third volume of his Travels, published 1837, 
speaks of this part of the coast as follows, p. 101. : '' From Scan- 
derone to Paias one sees nothing worthy of remark, except 
Merkes, a small castle on the mountain, and below by the sea-side 
are here and there traces of ancient castles, and other buildings. 
Some remains of an old wall in this quarter are called the Pillars 
of Jonas: and the eastern Christians have a legend, that it 
was here the prophet was vomited upon the dry land by the fish.*' 

Mr. Kinneir (Journey, p. 138.) also observes in the description 
of his journey from Pias (Bayas, Paias) to Scanderoon : " At the 
ninth mile are the ruins of a castle, romantically situated at the 
foot of the mountains which here approximate the sea, and near 
it, on a projecting point of land, the remains of a sort of obelisk, 
apparently ancient. At the twelfth mile a small but rapid river, 
with steep and high banks, answering the description given by 
Arrian of the Pinarus, and about half a mile farther, the fragments 
of massy walla jutting into the sea." We see that the river which 
Mr. Kinneir takes for the Pinarus is that which M^or Rennell 
believes to be Xenophon's Kersus. Mr. Kinneir himself (p. 146.) 
believed Xenophon's Kersus to be the torrent which descends 
down the ravine at Bailan. And he observes (p. 143.) that 
D'Anville's opinion, which places the Portas Syri® dose to Pias, 
and on the road to Scanderoon, appears to him quite erroneous. 
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inctsmuch as there is no defile or mountain to pass between Ayass Apmndix 
and Scanderoon, that he could perceive or hear of, " But," he 
proceeds, '* to the south and east of the latter we have two defiles, 
which in mj opinion are those alluded to under the designation of 
the Gates of Syria and Straits of Amauus. The first, on account 
of the ruinous and deserted state of the towns along the coast, is 
seldom or never in use, and leads over a range of hills immediately 
behind Scanderoon. The other is called the pass of Bailan." 

The objection here raised against lyAnville's opinion had how- 
ever been met by Major Rennell, — whose Illustrations, published 
in 1816, Mr. Kinneir perhaps had not seen in 1818 when his 
journey was published — in the following passage, p. 53. : — 

" It may be proper in this place to add a word respecting 
Arrian's description of the Strait which Alexander passed through, 
about 70 years after Cyrus. His description is that of a narrow 
passage over hills ; evidently not a defile^ but that kind of ground 
which would compel an assailant to form a very straitened front 
for an attack. But the different sites alluded to by the two his- 
torians can hardly be a mile from each other ; the ground being 
particulai'ly described by Dr. Pococke, Mr. Drummond, and others. 
For within that distance, south of the river Mahersy, the swampy 
plain is shut up by a narrow tract of hiUs, which has on the one 
hand an abrupt descent to the sea ; and, on the other, the steep 
mountain of Amanus, which leaves only a narrow space in the 
nature of a shelf ^ between its foot and the sea. And this must be 
conceived to be the pass intended by Arrian ; for he describes the 
advanced guard of the army of Alexander to have taken possession 
of the passy on the evening before the battle of Issus ; and who at 
day-break began to descend from the hills ; being confined to a 
very narrow front by reason of the straitness of the ground." 

I take it for granted the reader is aware, that for the operations 
of Darius and Alexander before the battle, four passes are re- 
quired, two maritime, through which the road led out of Cilicia 
into Syria along the coast; and two inland, which crossed the 
ridge of mount Amanus, and of which the one lay to the north 
of the other. So far the ancients and moderns agree. But as to 
the position of these passes the extracts already given show that 
there is room for considerable variance of opinions. The northern 
maritime pass, which is not mentioned by Xenophon, and not dis- 
tinctly by Arrian, though Curtius (m. 7. 7.) marks it very clearly 
as lying between Mallus and Issus, would be the one best ascer- 
tained according to either of the views already stated as to the 
other. There could be no doubt, whether we adopt Major Rennell's 
opinion or Mr. Kinneir's, that the northern pass must be that of 
Kara Cape or Demir Kapu, which is mentioned by all travellers 
who have passed this road, and is described by Mr. Kinneir, p. 135. 

c c 3 
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Appxkdix After leaving E^astanlee, which he takes to be the aneient Caatahahi, 
^' he says, " Thence we directed our course for the first three miles 
over a sort of table-land abounding in partridges, bares, and 
antelopes, when we entered a narrow valley, or rather defile, 
clothed with thick copse wood and evergreens. At the eighth 
mile the rocks on either side approached each other, and we passed 
under an arch of an old gateway, built of black granite, and called 
Kara Cape, or the black gate. . . The pass expanded immediately 
when we had quitted the gate, and after a gentle descent of about 
a mile we entered a narrow belt, having the Gulf of Scanderoon 
close on our right hand, and at the foot of the hills near the shore, 
the ruined town of Ayas." Accordingly Colonel Leake, in his 
map to his tour in Asia Minor, identifies Demir Kapu with the 
Pylffi Amanides of Strabo, which he takes to be the northern 
maritime pass. 

There is however a difficulty which must strike every one who 
inspects Colonel Leake's map, or reads Mr. Kinneir's account of 
his own journey: and this is to explain what Alexander was doing 
at M3rriandrus, if his object was to seek Darius in Syria. And 
this difficulty is particularly glaring according to Mr. Kinneir's 
hypothesis, that Darius crossed Amanus by the pass of Bailan, 
while Alexander lay at Myriandrus. It may perh^s be observed 
that Alexander's motive might be, as Flathe suspects, to ensnare 
Darius, and that he continued his march along the coast in the 
hope that the enemy would ci*oss the mountains. But it is evident 
from Arrian that, whatever his intentions or hopes may have been, 
he had not, when he came to Myriandrus^ made any movement 
inconsistent with his professed design of marching by the nearest 
road to Sochi, which according to Mr. Kinneir's hypothesis would 
have been by Bailan. And though Major RenneU and Colonel 
Leake were aware that it was not by this, but by a northern pass 
of Amanus, that Darius entered Cilicia, their statements are 
exposed to the same objection. 

This difficulty and some others would be removed, if we adopt 
the hypothesis which has been very learnedly and acutely main- 
tained by Mr. Williams in his Essay on the Greography of the 
Anabasis. He conceives (p. 1 12.) that the gates of Syria and 
Cilicia were situate at the pass of Demir £[apu ; that this was the 
pass occupied by Alexander in the night before the battle ; that 
this is one of the two passes mentioned by Cicero^ the other being 
that by which Darius crossed the mountains; and that Mr. Kinneir, 
if he had been permitted to follow Alexander's route through 
Mallus, instead of taking the upper road by Messis, would have 
found the field of battle about four miles to the south-west of the 
defile. Mr. Williams also assigns some reasons for believing that 
no road existed through the pass of Baikin in the time of Alex? 
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ander; and he holds Pias to be the modern representative of Appendix 
Myriandrus, and refers to a map of Syria, published by Arrow- ^' 

smith, constructed according to actual observations of Captain 
Corry, in which an opening in mount Amanus, immediately to 
the east of Pias, is marked as the upper Amanian pass, exactly 
according to Pococke's description. 

It cannot be denied that as this hypothesis would remove the 
above-mentioned difficulty as to Alexanders presence at Myrian- 
drus — which however may be only an apparent one arising from 
our want of more exact information — so Mr. Kinneir's description 
of the Demir Kapu seems to answer better to that which Arrian 
gives of the pass occupied by Alexander in the night before the 
battle, and still more to Xenophon's of the Gates of Syria and 
Cilicia, than any which we find of the country between Baias 
and Scanderoon. Mr. Williams however, insisting strongly on 
Mr. Kinneir's assertion, that there is no dejile or mountain to pass 
between Ay ass and Scanderoon^ takes no notice of Major Ren- 
nell's observations on this subject. He observes (p. 124.), that 
" a defile like that of Demir or Cara Cape, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the sea, must sooner or later communicate with 
it." This however depends on the existence of a stream at the 
bottom, which Mr. Williams assumes, perhaps probably enough, 
but without any authority from Mr. Kinneir, whom one should 
have expected to mention it, if he had seen one. Another point 
which Mr. Williams is obliged to assume, is the existence of a 
maritime pass on the coast between Demir Kapu and the site of 
Mallus. This however is not an argument against the hypothesis, 
but only a subject of curiosity, which might cease to perplex us if 
we were better acquainted with the features of this comer of the 
Mediterranean, making allowance for the changes which have 
taken place since the days of Alexander. 

There is another difficulty which is, it must be admitted, a real 
though not a fatal objection. The position which Mr. Williams 
assigns to Myriandrus, is at variance with the statements of Strabo 
and Ptolemy, who both mention it as south of Alexandria ( Scan- 
deroon). Mr. Williams however, — who does not believe that this 
Alexandria was founded by Alexander — contends that Ptolemy's 
authority is neutralised as to Myriandrus, because he gives it a 
higher latitude than Alexandria. 

On the whole, though of course much less confident than the 
author appears to feel about his own hypothesis, I am inclined to 
consider it as the most probable that has yet been proposed on the 
subject. 
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On the Site of Echatana, 

Appendix It is well known that Mr. Williams has devoted the first of his 
^^' two Essays on the Geography of Ancient Asia, to the purpose of 
' '• proving that the site of the ancient capital of Media is occupied* 
not, as most scholars have believed, by Hamadan, but by Ispahan. 
It cannot be supposed that a person of his learning and acuteness 
should have failed to give a specious aspect to his hypothesis, or 
rather that he should have been so firmly convinced of its truth as 
he seems to be without some plausible reasons. And, in fact, be 
has shown that it tallies very happily with the account given bj 
Diodorus (xix. 19.) of the march of Antigonus from the neigh- 
bourhood of Susa to Ecbatana, and with the time assigned by 
Diodorus (xix. 46.) for the march of Antigonus from Ecbatana to 
Persepolis. I do not say that these are the only arguments which 
give a colour to this hypothesis : but they seem to me the strongest. 
Those which are drawn from the marches of Alexander fail, I 
think, altogether ; nor does Mr. Williams appear to me to have 
been more successful in his attempts to get rid of the testimonies 
of the ancients which make against him, while he passes in total 
silence over some of the evidence in favour of Hamadan, which 
he would probably have found it most difficult to meet. 

This silence — as was observed by a writer, evidently conversant 
with the subject, who reviewed his Essays in the Quarterly Journal 
of Education, No. IV. — is the more remarkable, because the evi- 
dence appears on the face of the map which accompanies the Essays, 
when taken together with the information afibrded by modern tra- 
vellers, with which Mr. Williams was undoubtedly well acquainted. 
Isidore of Charax, in his Itinerary, entitled 2raO/iiol HtpaiKoly men- 
tions a city, KoyjcoCaf), where was a temple of Artemis, in Upper 
Media, nineteen schosni ^rom Apobatana. That Isidore's Apoba- 
tana is Ecbatana, appears clearly from his description, and is not 
disputed by Mr. Williams. But in his map, on the road from Ker- 
manshah to Hamadan, appears a place there spelt Kungawur. 
And when we know that this place, which is about forty-five 
miles from Hamadan, contains the ruins of a magnificent building 
(described by Ker Porter, Travels, ii. p. 141,), it seems impossible 
to doubt its identity with Isidore's Goncobar. There is moreover 
a high degree of probability, if not approaching quite so near to 
certainty, that Besittoon, thirty-two miles to the south-west of 
Kungawur, on the same line of road, with a high perpendicular 
rock artificially smoothed, and exhibiting sculptures that appear 
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to be of the same age and character as those of Persepolis (see AppcKDn 
Kinneir, Memoir, p. 131. 137. ; and Ker Porter, ii. p. 150. foil.), ^^' ^ 
represents Isidore's Baptana, which stood on a mountain where 
was a statue of Semiramis and a pillar, though this may not be 
the pillar which Olivier saw. 

I am not so clearly satisfied that Besittoon is likewise, as Mr. 
Kinneir and others have supposed, the mount Bagistanum of 
Diodorus (n. 13.), at the foot of which, in a plain, Semiramis laid 
out her park, or garden, of twelve stadia in circumference, watered 
bj a great fountain : though at the foot of the rock at Besittoon 
there bursts, as Ker Porter sajs, a beautifully clear stream. Not- 
withstanding this coincidence, his description of the vale of 
Besittoon does not seem well adapted to the garden of Semiramis. 
It was waste and stony, a dreary contrast to the luxuriant valley of 
Kangavar ; and at Besittoon itself^ all he can say is, that *' nature 
did not look quite so sterile." The description of Diodorus seems 
to correspond much better to the mountain of Takt-i-Bostan (Kin- 
neir's Taki Bostan), the Throne of the Garden — a part of the 
range of Besittoon, and only five hours' ride to the south-west, 
nearly opposite to Kermanshah at five or six miles distance. This 
mountain, which is, it seems, still more richly adorned with sculp- 
tures, is described by Ker Porter (n. p. 169.), as lowering over the 
blooming vale of Kermanshah. ^<At the base of this sombre 
mountain," he says> '^ bursts forth the most exquisitely pellucid 
stream that I ever beheld; and to this sparkling fountain the 
natives have given the name of Shirene. Its bed is rather on a 
declivity, which gives a rapidity to its current that increases the 
brilliancy of its waters as they dash along, spreading verdure on 
every side, and bathing the pendent branches of variously foliaged 
trees which grow on its banks." Here was a spot which Semiramis 
might well choose for a garden. V. Hammer observes (Wien. 
Jahrb. vn. p. 267.), that in the Persian and Turkish legends, 
Schirin (Shirene) has everywhere taken the place of Semiramis. 
Ker Porter indeed conjectures that the name Besittoon (which 
signifies without pillars, and is satisfactorily explained by Kinneir, 
as alluding to the overhanging canopy of rock), is " a local cor- 
ruption of Bagistan, the place of the garden/* This conjecture, 
every one must see, is utterly untenable. But that bagh^ Garden, 
is the root of the name Bagistanum, is exceedingly probable ; and 
then the modern appellation of the ^mountain, Takt-i-Bostan, 
answers very closely to the ancient one. 

But to return from this little digression, which is nevertheless 
not wholly irrelevant. The proofs derived from such coincidences 
between the line of road described by Isidore and that between 
Kermanshah and Hamadan, are of a quality so much stronger than 
any of those which Mr. Williams — who, as he appeals to the 
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Appmmmx authority of Isidore, was bound to notice them — has deduced from 
' . measurement of distances, according to data, which are after all 
liable to a suspicion of error, that it may seem almost superfluous 
to enter any farther into the subject. Still, as Mr. Williams has 
drawn several of his arguments from Alexander's marches^ I am 
tempted to make a few remarks on some other points in his Essay. 
Indeed the question whether after the battle of Arbela Darius spent 
the winter on the site of Hamadan or of Ispahan, is one on which 
it would be rather painful to remain undecided, and which deserres 
to be distinctly considered. 

Mr. Williams (p. 24.) endeavours to ascertain the time employed 
by Alexander in his march from Persepolis to Ecbatana. He 
admits that it is impossible to draw any concluBion as to this point 
from the account of Arrian alone, because in that account there 
are two omissions : one of the places from which Arrian reckons 
as the starting point, when he says (m. 19.) that Alexander arrived 
in Media on the twelfth day: the other of the time that had 
elapsed between his entering Media and his finding himself within 
three days' march from Ecbatana. But ^* Quintus Curtius," says 
Mr. Williams, '^ enables us to correct the first omission satisfac« 
torily ; for he states that an expedition against the mountaineers 
was finished in tldrty days : after which Alexander returned to 
Persepolis, and commenced his journey into Media." But this 
correction turns upon a supposition which is merely gratuitous : 
that the expedition against the Mardi, mentioned by Curtius (v. 6.^ 
was the same as that against the Paraetacas spoken of by Arrian 
(iii. 19.), who clearly supposes it to have been included, as a digres- 
sion of unknown duration, in the march to Ecbatana. The terri- 
tory therefore at that time occupied by the Paretacse^ must have 
been situate between Persia Proper and Media ; but it is by no 
means certain that the seats of the Mardi lay north of Persepolis. 
Droysen places them in the mountains nearer to the Persian gulf. 
Whether this be correct or not, it is clear that Mr. Williams has 
here made a groundless assumption, and that there is as little 
remedy for the first as for the second omission, as to which he 
merely observes, '^ it is not probable that it was more than one 
day : otherwise Arrian would have mentioned it." And on such 
premises he builds the conclusion, that Alexander's march from 
Persepolis to Ecbatana occupied dxteen days. This he thinks is 
not more than the time which would have been necessary for 
Alexander, though he marched unincumbered, and increased his 
rapidity during the lost four days, to reach the neighbourhood of 
Ecbatana. 

Let us however compare the account of one of Timour's marches 
given by an author with whose accuracy Mr. Williams professes 
(p. 19.) that he has many reasons to be satisfied. Cherefcddin 
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begins the 27th chapter of his third book with the following de- 
scription of his hero's march from Shiraz toward Ispahan. " Timour 
partit de Chiraz le vingt-sept de Jumaziulakher, Tan 796 ( 18th June, 
1403). II prit la route tl'Ispahan toigours en chassant, et d^peu- 
plant les campagnes de gibier, qui ordinairement j est en abon- 
dance. II campa k Coumcha apres douze jours de marche." 
Coumcha^ or Komesha, which Petis de la Croix erroneously de- 
scribes as village pres d Ispahan^ is forty miles south of Ispahan 
(Morier, Journey, p. 156 — 160.). On the other hand Shiraz is 
thirty miles south of Persepolis (Kinneir, p. 76.) ; so that Timour's 
march was ten miles shorter than Alexander's. It appears how- 
ever from the description to have been very much less rapid* 
Mr. Williams assumes (again gratuitously) that Alexander's march 
was retarded by the winter. Even if that was the case, we might 
fairly suppose that his rate of marching compensated for this dis- 
advantage, and that he could very well have traversed the distance 
between Persepolis and Ispahan in twelve days. 

And here a question might be raised, whether it is credible that 
Alexander should have remained four months so near to £k;batana, 
without making any attempt to disturb Darius — even if he did not 
during that time make an expedition, as Mr. Williams supposes, 
toward the north : and on the other hand whether it is probable 
that Darius should have taken up his residence after the battle so 
near to Persepolis. This consideration might perhaps be fairly 
opposed to another which impressed MLr. Williams '* with a con- 
viction depending on moral grounds, as strong as if grounded on 
scientific deductions, that had Hamadan been Ecbatana, Alexander 
would never have approached it, but by a cross road have gained 
at least two days' march upon the royal fugitive." (p. 27.) This 
consideration was, that Alexander, when three days' march distant 
from Ecbatana, heard of the escape of Darius five days before in 
the direction of the Caspian Gates. But it may be doubted whether 
Alexander's character is so inconsistent with the route which he is 
generally believed to have taken, as Mr. Williams supposes. It 
must be remembered that the cross road would have traversed a 
part of the Great Salt Desert: that Alexander could not have 
known the exact direction of the march of Darius, who had the 
choice either of crossing the chain of Elburz to the shores of the 
Caspian, or of skirting the northern edge of the desert : that he 
might wish to fall into the road where he would be sure of tracking 
the fugitive : and in fine that we cannot pretend to know all the 
reasons which might render it advisable for him to pass through 
Ecbatana. According to the .common opinion indeed as to the 
route by which he pursued Darius, it would follow from Mr. Wil- 
liams^s reasoning, that he did not pass through Rhag®. Or rather, 
if Rhaga) lay where it is commonly placed, that is^ about fifty 
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Appendix miles north of the Caspian Gates — since Alexander certainly 
' ^ halted there in his pursuit of Darius, it would be quite evident 
that Ecbatana was not Ispahan. Of this Mr. Williams is full/ 
aware: but he has been luckj enough to find a passage, where 
Strabo, quoting Apollodorus of Artemita, mentions Arsaciay which 
was built near Rbagae, and originailj called Rhageia, as 500 stadia 
to the south of the Caspian Gates. Mr. Williams is bold as well 
OS lucky : for, though he does not touch on this point in his Essay, 
he has veutured in the little map which accompanies his Life of 
Alexander to lay down a Rhagaa between his Ecbatana and the 
Caspian Gates. And in the text (p. 180.) he coolly observes of 
Alexander's march : '* In eleven days he reached Rhagse, placed 
by Strabo about thirty miles south of the Caspian Gates, and con- 
sequently not to be confounded with the Arabian Rey, more than 
fifty miles to the northward of them." It was indeed a question of 
life or death to the hypothesis : and parental affection frequently 
inspires unwonted courage. An unbiassed critic would certainly 
have hesitated on such authority to assume the existence of a 
second Rhagse, otherwise utterly unknown : he would have thought 
it easier and safer to suppose a mistake in Strabo or his author : 
he would have doubted whether, as the northern Rhagaa was at 
least the more notorious, any body would have thought of men- 
tioning the other without some mark to distinguish it. And he 
would not have neglected to compare another passage, in which 
Strabo speaks of the same Rhagas^ also quoting Apollodorus as to 
its distance from the Caspian Gates. There (xi. p. 435. Tauch.) 
describing the extent of Parthia, he says that it included the 
country as far as the Caspian Gates and Rhagse, and the Tapyrians, 
which formerly belonged to Media {<rx^e^6v 5' In icdi ra fiixpi xvXwk 
IkaairlbiVj koX 'PaycDv, koX Tairvpuiv^ ovra r^c Miy^iac frpoTepov"). Can 
any one who knows the situation of the Tapyrians, doubt whether 
this Rhagse was north or south of the Caspian Gates ? 

The journey of Tobias from the Tigris through Ecbatana to 
Rhagie, coinciding with the line of Isidore's Itinerary, might also 
have seemed very difiicult to reconcile with the situation of either 
Rhagse, if Ecbatana was Ispahan. But Mr. Williams may perhaps 
dispose of this objection by an expedient which we must consider 
among some others with which he meets certain testimonies of 
the ancients as to the site of Ecbatana, which he acknowledges 
(p. 10.) are more favourable to the established theory than to 
his own. 

Before I proceed to notice them, I will just observe that Mr. 
Williams has very dexterously contrived to extract evidence in 
favour of his hypothesis from a passage of Ammianus Marcellinus, 
which, when examined by an advocate on the other side, would ap- 
pear to be directly opposed to it. Ammianus (xxm. 6. 39.) de« 
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scribes Ecbatana as sub Jasonio Monte in ierris sita Syromedorum* 
One would have thought that in this description the situation of the 
Mons Jasanitu was more likely to throw light upon that of Ec- 
batana, than the territory of the Syro-Medians, the precise extent 
of which, according to the ideas of Ammianus, it might be difficult 
to ascertain. Now Strabo (xi. p. 454. Tauch.) describes mount 
Jasonium as a great mountain above the Caspian Gates on the left 
hand (opog /leya virep tQv Kacnr/oiv irvkHv V dpitrrepif, KoKovfitvov 
^laaoviov). The name itself sufficiently proves that it was in the 
north of Media. Mr. Williams notwithstanding numbers Ammi- 
anus among the authorities which favour his hypothesis, because 
''Ptolemy expressly asserts that Syro-Media was the southern 
district of Media running parallel with Persia." Now this refer- 
ence to Ptolemy is a specimen of the almost uniform inaccuracy with 
which Mr. Williams quotes the ancient authors, whenever a literal 
translation of their language would not support his argument. 
Ptolemy, who just before describes the position of mount Jasonium 
in perfect accordance with Strabo, as near to the district of Rhagas 
(Jl 'Payidyri* koI cVi TovTiay viro to ^latroytor opoQ ot rt O-dallatroi Koi ^ 
^apCiTiQ x^pa)y concludes his account of Media with the words, koI 
trap okriv rj^v Htpaila fi ^vpofirf^ia. This Mr. Williams calls ex-* 
pressly asserting that Syro-Media was the southern district of 
Media. Ptolemy here says no more of Sjrro-Media than he might 
have said of Media. There is not a word to mark the northern 
limits of the country he mentions. His observation therefore can 
throw no light whatever on the language of Ammianus. Nor was 
any wanted: since the mount Jasonius sufficiently marked the 
position of Ecbatana. 

This however is by no means the most remarkable instance of 
the inaccuracy I have mentioned. One was noticed by the Re- 
viewer in the Quarterly Journal of Education, who justly complains 
that Mr. Williams, for the sake of his argument, has mistranslated 
Strabo (xvi. 744. Casaub.) vpoc cw to irXc'ov, nearly direct east As 
I have asserted that this inaccuracy is almost uniform when it 
happens to be convenient, I am bound to point out other instances. 
Mr. Williams wishes to prove that the mutiny which, according to 
Arrian, broke out at Opis, really happened, as Diodorus relates, at 
Susa : and he endeavours to show that this appears from the words 
which Arrian himself (vn. 10.) puts into Alexander's mouth, and 
which Mr. Williams (p. 32.) translates as follows : " Go, and an- 
nounce that after Alexander, your king .... had been safely con« 
ducted by you to Susa, you there deserted him." Mr. Williams 
prints the word there in italics ; but I am afraid not for the same 
purpose that words are so printed in our translation of the Bible. 
For on this word there the whole of his argument depends, and yet 
there is nothing answering to it in Arrian's text^ who simply says 
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(tfC tic Zov^a jiran^yaycre, dwoXiTovrec oix^ffBe, The reason whj 
Susa, and not Opis> is here mentioned is erident enough from the 
context ; and the introduction of eyravda in the original woold 
have implied a falsehood, namely, that his soldiers had been on the 
point of leaving him on his first return to Susa. 

Mr. Williams concludes his essaj with an *^ attempt to account 
for the errors that have partially prevailed on this subject for the 
last two thousand years ;" "and it grieves" him "to begin with 
Polybius." This sensibility is however a little misplaced : it might 
have been spared, if he had not himself done Polybius a wrong. 
He translates a passage of a fragment of the tenth book of Polybius 
as follows : " Media is encircled with Grecian cities after the plan 
of Alexander, in order to guard it against the neighbouring bar- 
barians, with the exception of Ecbatana. It (should be thiscify^ 
aurti) is placed in the northern parts of Asia (a misprint probably 
for Media), but it lies near (or overhangs) those parts of Asia 
which are round Maeotis and the Euxine." And he then proceeds 
to observe that " if this passage be not deplorably corrupted, it 
proves that Polybius must have been totally ignorant of the geo- 
graphy of Upper Asia ; for on no supposed latitude of construction 
can it be allowed, that the Ecbatana even of Ptolemy was placed 
near, or overhung, the districts round the Masotis and the Enxine.* 
The phrase which Mr. Williams translates lies near^ or overhangsy 
is eVifccirac. But he seems to have overlooked the meaning of 
Polybius, which, if Ecbatana lay in the north-west of Media, is 
neither unintelligible nor absurd. Having mentioned the Grreek 
cities which had been planted round Media by Alexander's direc- 
tion on account of the neighbouring barbarians, he distinguishes, 
Ecbatana as the ancient capital (fiaaiXtiov iii opxnc Mii^ufv), but de- 
scribes it with reference to the same political object which he had 
noticed in the case of the Greek cities. It lay in the north of 
Media, and was opposed to the inroads of the barbarians from the 
side of the Mseotis and the Euxine. This I believe to be the 
meaning of eViceirac. Polybius may have been thinking of the 
ancient eruption of the Scytliians. But at all events the word does 
not necessarily imply any close vicinity. 

Mr. Williams proceeds to observe : " That it is either a corrup- 
tion of the text or a mistake of the author is evident from the 
subsequent history compared with the map." Now what is this 
history ? According to Mr. Williams it is this : which he means 
for a translation of Polybius. " Arsaces expected that Antiochus 
would have reached Ecbatana, but that he would not dare, at the 
head of so large an army^ to advance through the desert which 
bordered upon if Now Ispahan does lie comparatively near to 
the Great Desert : Hamadan is at a great distance from it It 
cannot therefore stand on the site of Ecbatana. Such is the rea« 
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soniog which Mr. Williams builds on this passage ; and very fair ArrKWDiz 
it would have been, if Polyhiiu had indeed mentioned Echatana, . * , 
But he has not done so. In c. 24. he describes Media in general, 
and makes a little digression to notice the splendour of Ecbatana, 
and thence proceeds, c*25*''£«i»c fi^'p oZy tovtwv twv Totrtav ifikintrtv 
avToy Ultiv *Ap<rdicfic» This Mr. Williams translates Arsaces ex- 
pected that he would have re€u:hed Echatana. 

Strabo's turn comes next. Mr. Williams doubts, whether he 
was acquainted with the true position of Ecbatana, or not Here 
for instance is a passage which will suit Ispahan. ** Media for the 
most part is high and cold ; such are the mountains to the east of 
Ecbatana, the mountains near Rhagse and the Caspian Gates, and 
thence to Matiana and Armenia." Mr. Williams observes that 
*' this arrangement commencing to the east, circling round to the 
north as far as the Caspian Gates, then trending westward to 
Matiana and Armenia, will suit Ispahan, and no other place." For 
'* as to the existence of a range of hills (which of course roust be 
high and cold) running southward from the Caspian Gates skirting 
the east (west ?) of the Great Desert, and joining that part of 
mount Zagros which separates Media from Persia, it was never 
doubted but by the shallow and blundering Pinkerton." Let us 
then turn from this shallow blunderer to the Greek text, which 
describes these mountains to the east of Ecbatana^ and we shall 
find that the words which Mr. Williams so translates, are : ra 
vTtpKtiyLtva riv '£jc/3arav(i)v opi? : the mountains which lie above 
Ecbatana, that is, to the north of it, as mount Jasonius lay above 
the Caspian Gates. 

But there are other passages in Strabo which might lead us to 
look for Ecbatana in a very different quarter from Ispahan. For 
instance mount Abos, a part of Taurus, which contains the sources 
of the Euphrates and the Araxes, is said (xi. p. 464. Tauch.) to be 
near the road leading to Ecbatana. Again Strabo (xvl p. 342. 
Tauch.) cites Polycleitus, who said that the highest mountains 
were in the northern parts above Ecbatana (here therefore it seems, 
above does not signify to the east). Mr. Williams candidly owns 
that ''these two passages clearly indicate that there must have 
been an Ecbatana somewhere in the vicinity of these moun- 
tains ;" and then he proceeds to unfold one of the main causes "of 
the errors that have prevailed on this subject for the last two 
thousand years." 

" The geographers describe three cities of the name of Ecbatana, 
— the Median, the Persian, and the Syrian." To this list Mr. 
Williams adds another, ** an Ecbatana between the Tigris and the 
mountains to the east in the vicinity of the Caprus." This is that 
Ecbatana which Plutarch mentions (Alex. 35.) as a place in Baby- 
lonia, where there was a spring of fire, and Mr. Williams believes 
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App^wdiz that it 18 the same which Ammianas meant (xxm. 6. 22.) when he 
. , numbered Ecbatana with Ninus, Arbela, and Graagamelay among 

the cities of Adiabene. And he makes use of the same hypothesis 
to explain a passage of Strabo (u. p. 126. Tauch.), which bad 
been thought to show that Eratosthenes placed Ecbatana nearly in 
the same latitude with Arbela and the Caspian Gates. Happily 
it is not necessary for our present argument to discuss the passages 
of Ammianus and Strabo, nor even to inquire how Plutarch's 
description of the Babylonian Ecbatana is to be reconciled with 
the other two, if they all refer to the same place. It is sufficient 
for our purpose to observe — what nothing but the enthusiasm 
which a beloved hypothesis inspires could have caused Mr. 
Williams to overlook— that even if his interpretation of Ammianas 
and Strabo were admitted to be correct, it would not in the least 
affect the conclusion which would otherwise flow from the two 
passages of Strabo, which, as he himself admits, clearly indicate 
that there must have been an Ecbatana somewhere in the vicinity 
of the northern mountains. The question seems to be simply 
this : whether, when Ecbatana is mentioned by itself, without any 
distinguishing epithet or mark, any other than the famous capital 
of Media can be meant ? Could Polycleitus, or the author whom 
he followed, if he was himself ignorant of the subject he treated of, 
have described the high mountains in the north by a reference to 
Ecbatana, meaning a place which very few of his readers had ever 
heard of, and which they would be sure to confound with another, 
one of the most celebrated cities of Asia, and in a totally different 
position ? 

There are other points in Mr. Williams's argument perhaps 
equally vulnerable. His remarks on the situation of the Nisasan 
plain appear to me extremely sophistic^tl : and it would not be dif- 
ficult to show, that Strabo's description of the Xec/ioiv Imro^oro^ 
(xL p. 453. Tauch.), compared with Diodorus (xvn. 110.) and Ar- 
rian (vii. 13.), clearly prove that the Nisaean plain which Alex- 
ander viewed on his way to Ecbatana, lay near the road to 
Hamadan. But if what has been said is not sufficient to prove 
that Ecbatana was not Ispahan, I should despair of showing where 
it is to be found. 
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The Persian Gates, 

As it can hardly be doubted that the road by which Alexander Appendix 
marched from Susa to Persepolis, was that which is so minutely Hi- 
described by Cherefeddin, in. 24., it has naturally been supposed, '*""^' ' 
that the Persian Grates were the Kelah-i-Sefid which arrested 
Timour's progress. So Droysen and Mr. Williams, who entertains 
his readers with s description of this celebrated hill fortress from 
Cherefeddin and Kinneir. (Mr. Williams is mistaken about the 
meaning of the name. It does not mean the Castle of the Dcemons, 
but the White Co*^, though it was also called Kelah-i-Dive-Sefid, 
the Castle of the White Daemon, in allusion to a legend of a combat 
between this Dasmon and Rustam.) There is however a difficulty 
about the exact position of the Gates, which does not seem to have 
been sufficiently noticed, or at all explained. Yet it must strike 
every one who attends to the descriptions of the Kelah-i-Sefid, 
given by Cherefeddin and Kinneir, and compares them with Ar- 
rian's account of Alexander's attack on the Persian Gates. I will 
transcribe a few sentences from the later authors. Cherefeddin 
says, Cette place est situee sur le sommet d*une montagne fort 
escarpee, oH il rCy avoit pour monter qu^un petit chemin glissant 
et difficile. Au sommet de cette montagne il y a une belle plaine^ 
egale et unie par^touty qui a plus d^une lieue de longueur et autant 
de largeur, Uon y voit couler de tons cdtes des ruisseaux et des 
fontaines, on y voit des arbres fruitierSy et des terres cultivees 
remplies de toutes sortes de betes et d*oiseaux, Le chemin qui 
conduit au haut de la montagne est pratique en sorte qtCen quelque 
endroity que trois hommes se veuillent tenir fermes^ ils peuvent en 
arreter cent mille, et les empecher d'y monter. . . . Zc rapport de 
ces champs cultives est suffisant pour la nourriture des habitans, et 
un grand nombre de troupeauXy de bestiaux, et de gibier y trouvent 
de quoi paitre et se nourrir. Mr. Kinneir's description (Memoir, 
p. 73.) of the Kelah Suffeed perfectly agrees with Cherefeddin's : 
but he adds, A deep and romantic glen overtopped by high and 
barren rochs, and about three miles and a half in lengthy separates 
this fortress from the Kotuli Sucreab ( V. Hammer conjectures 
Sohrab), one of the longest and most difficult passes I have seefi in 
Persia. It was in many parts so steep and so slippery, that we 
were under the necessity of unloading the mules and dragging the 
baggage up the sides of the precipices. The mountain is covered 
VOL. VI. D D 
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Appendix f^ii^ wood ; and a thick forest extends for eight fursungs on the 
. . 5. E, side. This is without doubt the pass mentioned by Arrian 

and other writers^ under the appellatian of the Persian Straits. 

If then the Kotul is the pass defended by Ariobarzanes, what 
use did he make of the Kelah i-Sefid ? How has it happened that 
Arrian's authors made no mention of tlie peculiar features of this 
remarkable fortress? How did Alexander's victory at the pass 
put him in possession of this place, which assuredly he did not 
leave in the enemy's hands ? I am unable to answer these questions, 
and merely throw them out to promote further inquiry. I observe 
that Mr. Long, in his Map of Ancient Persia, intimates a doubt as 
to the position of the Pylae Persicae. 

This place suggests another remark. I have called the Araxes 
of Persepolis the modern Bendemir. I did not know there was s 
doubt as to this point, till I saw the following remark in a popular 
work, of, I believe, a learned author (Secret Societies of the Middle 
Ages, in the Library of Entertaining Knowledge, p. 135.) : " Azed- 
ud-dowlat had a dyke constructed across the river Kur, near the 
ruins of Persepolis, It was called the Bund-Ameer (Prince's 
Dyke), and travellers ignorant of the Persian language have given 
this name to the river itself. We must not therefore be surprised 
to find in Lalla Rookh a lady singing 

* There's a bower of roses by Bendameer's stream;* 
and asking 

* Do the roses still bloom by the calm BendamecrP' 

Calm and still, beyond doubt^ is the Bendameer." 

Never was ridicule more unfortunately applied. Von Hammer, 
whose knowledge of Persian the author of this remark certainly 
would not question, calls the river the Bend Emir, at the same 
time that he explains the meaning of the name. The greatest, 
he observes (Wien. Jahrb. viu. p. 311.), of all the rivers of Far s 
is the Kur, exactly coinciding in Jiame with the Kur of northern 
Persia, but for distinction's sake also called Bend Emir, the Prince's 
Dyke. What in fact could be more natural than to designate the 
river by the name of this remarkable object? So, as Baber informs 
us, the river of Samarcand was called the Kohik from a hillock near 
that city. I will add V. Hammer's remark, that the Greeks called 
the river of Persepolis tlie Araxes, that of Pasargada the Cyrus, 
which flowed into the Persian Gulf. Hence he concludes that 
Pasargada lay to the south east of Persepolis. 
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APPENDIX IV. 

The Sogdian Rock and the Fortress of Chorienes. 

Mr. Williams (Life of Alexander, p. 238.) finds a difficulty in 
conceiving that a Bactrian chief could have anything to do with 
Sogdiana, or should have looked for a refuge beyond the Oxus, 
when the Paropamisus, with its summits and recesses, presented a 
natural retreat for the insurgent natives. He is therefore strongly 
inclined to believe, that the rock where Roxana was captured, was 
not in Sogdiana, but in Bactria, where Strabo places it (xj. p. 440. 
Tauch. that is, the rock of Sysimithres). If therefore^ he con- 
cludes, t^ was in Bactria^ there can be no doubt that it was the 
same hill fortress which was captured by Timour previous to his 
expedition into India, and the description of which answers exactly 
to the rock of Oxyartes, According to the tradition of the natives, 
it had been besieged in vain by the great Iskender. 

The difficulty which Mr. Williams here raises seems exceedingly 
slight. For surely it was natural enough that Oxyartes should 
commit his family to the protection of an ally in a remarkably 
strong fortress, though it happened to be north of the Oxus. But 
his conjecture as to its position, if it was in Bactria, about which 
he thinks there can be no doubt, is extravagantly improbable. 
The hill fortress he alludes to is no other than that of Ketuar or 
Kettore, described by Cherefeddin, iv. 3. A glance at the map, 
and at Cherefeddin's account of the manner in which Timour 
penetrated to it, should suffice to satisfy every one that this could 
not be the rock where Roxana was captured, the description of 
which answers to it no more than must be the case with any two 
hill fortresses. 

^Ir. Williams also thinks that the Marginia of Curtius (vii. 10.) 
is Margiana, and his Ochus the Tedjen, and that as we find the 
Par<Btac€B and the Mardi continually confounded with each other^ 
it may fairly be inferred that the Parcetacce in the vicinity of 
Bactria (Arrian, iv. 21.) were the Mardi of Margiana, Hence 
he is led to conjecture that the fortress of Chorienes is Nadir 
Shah*s favourite stronghold, the modern Kelat. 

I have only to remark that, whatever may be thouglit of the 
expedition to Margiana, this conjecture is utterly untenable. 
Whoever has read the description of Kelat in Fraser's Khorasan, 
(Appendix, p. [53.] foil.), which may be compared with Clierefeddin 
(ii. 37.), knows that it is a valh^ closely resembling the Grande 
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ArrBKDix Chartreuse. No detscription can be less applicable to the rock of 
^^' Clioricnes. 

' It may perhaps just deserve to be noticed that Marghinan 

(Froser, Appendix, p. 126.), is the chief city of Ferghana, and 
that, according to Waddingtons map to Baber, it lies to the north- 
east of the Ak-su. 
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